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MUSIC FIGHT TO A FINISH 
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A Closeup of London Under Fire, 


By Quentin 








London, Oct. 7, 
Mr. Mark Hanna, 
Hotel Pierre, 
New York City. _ 


Dear Mark: 


There is, of course, no getting away 
from you or Vartety. I spent last 
weekend with Sidney Bernstein, who 
owns a string of theatres here. When 
war came he gave up everything and 
took a job with the Ministry of In- 
formation. A helluva man! He told 
his general manager just how much 
he and his brother had. He told 
them to fire no one and not to close 
a theatre until every cent that he 
and his brother had was gone, Then 
there would be no alternative. 


One by one -his theatres have been 
bombed out of existence. His big 
picture theatres, which used to gross 
£2,000 a week now gross £100. But 
the only ones closed are those closed 
by the Germans. Meanwhile the 
hundreds and hundreds of people on 
his payroll continue on his payroll. 
I'd like to stick that down the 


throats of a few heels you and I both | 
know in New York and points west. | 


But that isn’t what I started to say. 
Sidney has a lovely farm in Kent, I 


(Continued on page 60) 





Reynolds of Collier's 


Older, But Dearer 


oe 


The way old-school theatre 
ideas are being peddled these 
days at inflated b.o. prices, Harry 
Hershfield observes: 

‘The theatre is now in its ten- 
twent-and-$3.30 era.’ 


MIAMI FRANKLY 
EXPECTS OK ON 
GAMBLING 


~~ 


Miami, Oct. 15. 

Lifting a leaf from the cut-rate, 
cloak-and-suit curriculum, bookies 
here after Nov. 1 will woo gee-gee 
players with a ‘walk up one flight, 
but no savings promised’ pitch. 

Ruling is in preparation for a 
wide-open season, and part of a plan 
to make this phase of open law vio- 











0TH BIRTHDAY 
FOR RADIO BIZ 


Washington, Oct. 15. 
Twenty candles will be stuck into 
radio’s birthday cake on Nov. 11— 
to cover a celebration which will last 
until Nov. 30. 





Marking ‘Radio’s 20th Birthday,’| 


Neville Miller, prexy of the National 
Association of Broadcasters, sent out 
a broadside to radio stations remind- 
ing Station-owners that this ‘is an 
important and significant anniver- 
Sary’ affecting ‘almost all of the 132,- 
000,000 persons residing in the U. S.’ 

Blessings of a ‘free radio’ should be 
appreciated by all those who are 
Passing through a ‘national emer- 
Bency,’ Miller added. 


WB TESTS NEWSMAN 
FOR BIOG OF HIS DAD 


Hartzell Spence, United Press 
exec, is being screentested today 
(Wednesday) by Warner Bros. in 
ae York to play himself in ‘One 
th in Heaven,’ biography of his 
ather which he sold to WB a couple 
months ago. Father was a New Eng- 
land minister. 

Should the tests jell, Spence would 
be the first author to play in a pic- 








|\lation more refined. It will freeze 
out majority of small, cigar stand and 
|curbstone locations, making entire 
| setup a little less brazen than it has 
been during the summer. 

Outside of the bookie setup it will 
again be a case of just a few nice 
|home-operating spots running. 

Weighty matter of deciding just 
'who are the ‘nice home boys’ and 
| what constitutes not-to-be-tolerated 


|competition is somewhat vague, but | 


general opinion is that a local syndi- 
cate will serve on the bench, 
| 





German Alien Runs Into 
| Grief Promoting Sports 
| — Show for British Relief 


| 
Oakland, Cal., Oct. 15. 
Gilbert and Sullivan thought the 
policeman’s lot was not a happy one, 
{but they died before hearing the 
lstory of Freddie Sommers, Holly- 
wood promoter and his melancholy 
lexperience with a mammoth sports 
show for the benefit of the British 
War Relief Fund. 
| Sommers started his affair by lin- 


ling up such celebrities as Errol 
'Flynn, Madeleine Carroll, Ginger 
|Rogers, Frank Kovacs and Bobby 


|Riggs, and plotting a fete at the San | 


Francisco Civic Auditorium for Oct. 
20. He hit his first snag when ap- 
prised that the auditorium was not 
| available due to the 25th Pacific Auto 
'Show with Bob Hope as star. 


| So Sommers moved his scene of 


OLE NO PEACE 


eee 


Memories of 1935 Bickerings 
Within Broadcasting Busi- 
ness Now Help Prevent 
Negotiations — Time for 
Showdown Approaches 





BATTLE OF NERVES 


The radio broadcasting industry 
and the American Society of Com- 
| posers, Authors and Publishers may 
go to a knockdown decision after 
Jan. 1, 1941, partly, if not entirely, 
because there is no way in which 
anybody on the radio side of the 
fence can either open or recommend 
that negotiations be opened with 
ASCAP without being accused of 
double-crossing the radio industry, 
flirting with the enemy or having 
jelly instead of backbone. Memories 
of intra-industry bitterness over the 
ASCAP dealers in 1935 is the second 
greatest psychological factor this 
time on the side of radio solidarity, 
being next in importance only to the 

(Continued on page 36) 








Odorated Talking Picts 
(‘Smellies’ to You) Make 





Seven years of secrecy came to an 
American end last week in the Swiss 
Pavilion at the New York World's 
Fair when OTP—‘Odorated Talking 
Pictures’—had its first showing in 
| this country. Before a scant handful 
of men and women, the revolutionary 


brainchild of Hans Laube and Robert | 


| Barth, that adds smells to the sight 

and sound of current-day motion 

| pictures, got its premiere airing. 

| It’s too easy to kid the idea, and 
lart 


almost everyone else ha But sma 


producers are ng plenty of seri- 
|ous consideration to the novelty. It 
|promises a real entertainment inno- 
vation. 

In a 35-minute picture—terrible as 
a show, but more than adequate for 
its purpose of demonstration—the 
(Continued on page 58) 
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Noel Coward’s Quickie To 


Aussie a Mystery Flight 
Noel Coward, in the U. S. on Brit- 
ish government business, planed sud- 
|denly Monday night (14) to the 
Coast, where he will catch the Clip- 
'per for Australia. Playwright-actor 
withheld the exact nature of his er- 
rand, even from intimate friends. 
| Also declined to say how long he 
| will be gone. 
| Although Coward 





has visited 


turization of his own book. He is | °Perations to Oakland and promptly! almost every other part of the world, 


Manager of promotion and special 
S€rvice for UP. 


| began to experience trouble in a 
(Continued on page 63) 


jit is his first trip to Australia or 
|New Zealand. 








Old-Fashioned Films 


} 





Comm] to Benefit 


BAOADCASTE AS Duchess of Windsor Amenable to Radio 


British War Relief 





+> 


Prophetic 





Detroit, Oct. 15. 

Charlie Chaplin of 20 years 
ago is being used to ballyhoo 
Charlie Chaplin of 1940. Cin- 
ema theatre here is showing ‘The 
Paperhanger,’ one of the most 
famous of his two-reelers made 
more than two decades ago. The 
film has new synchronization 
and titles. 

Among these, Chaplin says in 
one subtitle, ‘I’m not always go- 
ing to be a paperhanger. I’m 
studying to be a dictator.’ 


40 WB BRITISH 
CHILDREN NOW 
INTHEU.S. 


Warner Bros. employes in England 
are sending more children to the 
U.S. for the duration, the WB work-| 
ers in America taking care of them. 
Fifteen more children, all of the 
Warners’ British organization, ar- 
rived in N.Y. last week, This makes 
40 placed in Warner homes this 
year. 

Warner Bros, pays the expenses of | 
these youngsters from the British | 
Isles. They are taken into U‘S.| 
households by contacting the Edwin | 
Gould foundation in N.Y. 




















Rube Comics in Brisk 
Demand for Cycle Of | 
Old-Fashioned Films 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 


Old Hiram Hayshaker is doing a 
lot of reaping while the sun shine 
on the U.S.A. and the war clouds are 
raining on Europe. Practically every 
Hollywood studio is looking for rube 
types to fill the demand for old 


| fashioned American pictures, 


| York’ 


Republic is a happy hunting 
ground for hillbillies and other rus- 
tics in the ‘Barnyard Follies’ and 
similar rural specials. ‘Sergeant 
at Warners calls for Ken- 
tucky mountaineers, and ‘Carnival,’ 
also WB, requires hick troupers. 

‘Shepherd of the Hills’ at Para- 
mount has a bucolic atmosphere and 
‘They Knew What They Wanted’ at 
RKO is set in a terrain of vine- 
yards. ‘Chad Hanna,’ at 20th-Fox, 
requires a hey-rube tang, ‘Western 
Union’ at Metro prowls through the 
rutabaga districts and ‘The Wild 
Man of Borneo’ has a side-show 
background with yokels in the offing. 


, The farmer of 1940-41 is threshing a 


| crop of celluloid, | 





Duchess of Windsor has agreed to 
do a series of commercial broadcasts 
from Nassau where her husband is 
Governor-General, provided that the 
compensation is large enough to make 
it a worthy contribution to the Brit- 
ish War Relief Fund. N. W. Ayer 
agency is trying to find an account 
tg, underwrite such a series which 
would have to run for a minimum 
of 26 weeks. 

It is estimated that the project 
would require at least $1,000,000, 
half of it going to the British War 
Relief, as the Duchess’ donation, and 
the balance for a network hookup, 
a wire from Nassau and the salaries 
of a script writer and contact man 


spotted in Nassau for the run of the 
series, 

What makes the outlook for a 
taker tough is that there’s only one 
cosmetic aceount in the business that 
has a $1,000,000 advertising appro- 
priation, and this one, Lady Esther, 
is pretty well committed as it is. Pre- 
liminary inquiries among women 
have disclosed that the Duchess’ 
broadcasts would find an appreciable 
audience in this country. 


KIT CORNELL'S 
IST AIR DATE 


Katharine Cornell makes her first 
appearance on the air in a dramatic 
piece Sgnday, Nov. 10. It will be in 
behalf of the Red Cross Roll Call 
and on NBC, CBS and Mutual, 2:30- 
3:30 p.m, 

Raymond Gram Swing will speak 
for the cause and an attempt is being 
made to have Leopold Stokowski as 
maestro of the symphony orchestra 
and a choral group. 


48 ST. A KEYNOTE TO 
A YESTERYEAR B’WAY? 








If its legit and picture lineup is 
any indication, 48th street, N. Y., is 
living in the past. As of this week, 
the only four theatres on the street 


, that are lighted are housing revivals. 


Playhouse has ‘Kind Lady’; the 
Windsor opened last night (Tuesday) 
with ‘Blind Alley’; the Cort opens 
tomorrow night (Thursday) with 
‘Charley’s Aunt.’ In the same block 
the American Music Hall is offering 
old-time silent pictures. 

Of the other houses on the street 
the Vanderbilt is now used by NBC 
as a broadcasting studio, while the 
Longacre and Ritz are dark. 
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~ Have One on House—New Style 





Milwaukee, Oct. 15. 


What was to have been one of the unusual stunts of the Milwaukee 
Auto show here has been knocked in the head by the Milwaukee 


County safety commission. 


It was proposed to give daily demonstra- 


tions of the effects of alcohol on drivers, eight or 10 volunteers being 
-given as much as they wanted to drink to test their reactions (line 


was already forming). 


Safety commission concluded a display of drunkenness might prove 


an unsavory spectacle. 








Ned Sparks Very Sourpuss in His 


Beef at Hiwood's ‘Talent Burnup’ fig 


t 
| 


Ned Sparks, after 17 years in Hol- 
lywood, is back in New York ana 
states that he has left the picture 


business forever. Vet comic, as dour 
in life as he is on the screen, de- 


clared he was sick of the ‘stupid- | 


ness, shortsightedness and chiseling 
tactics’ of Hollywood’s execs. 
‘When I first went to the Coast 


after 16 years on Broadway,’ he de- | 


clared, ‘I was told I had to put up 
with producers who never thought 
you were worth whatever you asked, 
who always wanted you to do your 
best and then cut you down be- 
cause they were afraid you would 
top Miss Glutz. I stoeod for it as long 
as I could. Now I've piled up one 
of the biggest fortunes in Hollywood, 
outside of such fellows as Louis B. 
Mayer, and I'm walking out.’ 
Being away from Hollywood, Sparks 
said, will give him time to look after 
the Canadian gold mine of which he 
has been a principal owner for a 
number of years. ‘I’m probably the 
only guy who ever came out of Hol- 
lywood with a real gold mine,’ he 
remarked, yanking from the side of 
his mouth the inevitable stogie. 
Sparks said his agents, Berg & Al- 
lenberg, don’t know where he is go- 
ing and he’s not telling them. They 


probably won’t dig up any parts for | 


(Contsnuea on page 61) 


PAUL GRAETZ’ WIDOW © 
DIES IN SUICIDE PAC 


Trenton, Oct. 15. 
Mrs. Ebba Graetz, 42, widow of 
Paul Graetz, a foremost Viennese 








character actor, and Hans Bielschow- | 


sky, 59, of New York, both refugees 
from Nazi anti-Semitism, died to- 
gether in a suicide pact in an over- 
night stay at the Stacy Trent hotel 
here. Their bodies were found Sun- 
day afternoon (13) on adjoining 
twin beds, their hands interlocked 
in a tight clasp. They died from 
overdoses of a sedative. 

Paul Graetz, widely known for his 





| Unaccustomed? 
| Detroit, Oct. 15. 

Maybe he’s not used to them 
anymore, but Charles Laughton 
| fell off the Fox stage during re- 
| hearsal here. In for one day 
| appearance (Oct. 12) in con- 
junction with ‘They Knew What 
| They Wanted,’ he toppled 12 
| feet into orchestra pit. 

A bruised right arm and 
wrenched shoulder didn’t keep 
him from personals nor for ac- 
tivity in connection with the 

| British - American Ambulance 
Corps drive here, 


CHAPLIN ALSO 
STEALS SHOW 
AT AIRPORT 


Hottest news of the week is the 
| dual opening of ‘The Great Dictator’ 
| and out at the far end of the rialto, 
jin the end of the transcontinental 
| trail of the clouds, LaGuardia Field 
(N. Y.), the red hot news there was 
ithe arrival of Charlie . Chaplin 
| Saturday (12) and Jack Oakie on 
| Thursday (10); to say nothing of the 
| scheduled arrival, minutes before the 
Broadway preem, of Paulette 
| Goddard. 

There was wide divergence be- 
tween the arrivals of Chaplin and 
| Oakie. Practically white-haired, the 
handsome Chaplin alighted from his 
| American Airlines’ Mercury Satur- 
| (Continued on page 63) 


‘MORE CHORES FOR MUNI 
IN ‘HUDSON’S BAY’ 
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LUCY MONROE 


“Star Spangled Soprano” 
Will complete 24th starring week 
in “American Jubilee”, New York 
World's Fair, 1940, closing October 
27th. Concert Tour now booking. 
Victor Records, 
Concert Management: 
ARTHUR JUDSON 
113 West 57th Street New York 








One Day’s Sales By 5th 


Ave. Store Evidences 





A cue on how much money the 
refugee or evacuated international 
set puts into circulation in America 
may be gleaned from the purchases 
at Bergdorf-Goodman’s, smart New 
York specialty shop for women, 
where, on one certain day, 72 of the 
83 sales made of over $190 each were 
to people with accents. 

Incidentally, apart from the abun- 
dance of French, English, Dutch, 
Viennese and kindred accents heard 
in the smart cafes around New York, 
| the evacuees have set up their own 
|road company Cafe de la Paix in 
| Central Park, at the cafeteria near 
|the Zoo. There are some 100 out- 
| door chairs at the tables, and the 
unwilling refugees from foreign 
| shores make themselves at home, 
with their newspapers, whiling away 
the hours in the sun, 











The Gay White Way will be the 
tag of George White’s new theatre- 
restaurant on the site of the Cotton 
Club at Broadway and 48th street, 
|which he plans to have open by 
Thanksgiving. It will be an elaborate 
| cabaret-theatre, with a typical White 











Plenty Refugee Coin 


GEO. WHITE TAGS BW’ AY 
NITERY GAY WHITE WAY 


| parade. 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT: 
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By Milton Berle 


Registered for conscription today, but quite sure they won't take me 
I have five children to support—my mother’s, Anyway, I'll be turned 
down because they say that I have flat feet and jokes to match. If they take 
me, I'll insist upon Harry Von Zell in my regiment. I work better with 
a straight man. 

Told Nick Kenny that writing this column is no laughing matter. He 
said, ‘I read it—and you're right.’ I wonder what he means? 
nose-paperman, no doubt.) 

Got to rush to the doctor with my brother. Going to have him X-rayeq 
to see if there is any work left in him. 

Breadway Dept. 

Attended Abe Lyman's opening at the New Yorker. Terrific shindig— 
George Raft, Irving Berlin, Martha Raye, Joe E. Brown, Jack Dempsey and 
thousands of others. It was so crowded that you had to go out in the 
lobby to change the expression on your face. Rose Blane sang ‘Donkey’s 
Serenade’ so well that even the Republicans applauded. 

At the Famous Door, asked Teddy Powell, the well-dressed man, for the 
address of his tailor. He said, ‘Okay—lI'll give you his if you don’t give 
him mine.’ 

Saw the new show at Leon & Eddie's. 
of bacon. 

Over to the opening of the Rodeo. Gene Autry falls off a horse—and 
the horse was so ashamed that he walked back to his stall with one hoof 
over his eyes. 

At the Versailles, Joe says he knows who stole his car—but he won't 
prosecute until the fellow puts on a new set of tires. 

Holly woodiana 

George Raft and Al Ritz flew in from Cincinnati and the World Series, 
They bet on Detroit—and now they want the Dies Committee to investi- 
gate the Cincy Reds. 

A visiting Hollywood quickie producer didn’t have enough money for a 
tip at the Stork Club—so he gave the waiter the lead in his next picture. 

Just a short time ago, all the Hollywood studios were fighting for me, 
After seeing my screen test, they declared an armistice. 

Stood outside the Capitol for two hours waiting to see “The Great Dic- 
tator.’ I left—couldn’t stand that form of Capitol punishment. 

Music Dept. 

Fellow went up to the Musicians’ Union and asked for a card—claimed 
he played third straw with Shep Fields. 

Ed Wynn claims he heard a band on the air the other night which 
played ‘I'll Never Smile Again’ as if they meant it. 

Norman Foley, the music publishing exec, married lovely Gwen Wil- 
liams, the NBC songstress, for three reasons: Love, the draft—and he could 
use the plugs. 

My song, ‘Lil’ Abner,’ is sweeping the country—gnd the country is sweep- 
ing it right back to Feist. 

Hangnail Descriptions 

Henny Youngman: Berle on a diet: Ed Fishman: My dream of the big 
Richard Himber: A sidewalk Dante. George Jessel: Diaper Dan. 
Damon Runyon: A heart—with syndication. Fred Allen: Old Man Ribber. 

Observation Dept. 

Chuck Green renewed his locker at Lindy’s for another six months. 

Mack (Killer) Gray arrived in New York with a terrific idea—he wants 
to sell theatrical makeup to jockeys so they'll look good in photo finishes. 

News flash: J. Edgar Hoover reveals that vaudeville is not dead—it's 
hiding. 

Goodman Ace is a lover of books—the kind they make at Belmont. 

A certain Broadway hoot-mon had a date with a girl outside the Rivoli 
at a quarter of five. Just his luck—she came 15c. late. She bought the 
tickets. He was going to pay, but he couldn’t get his shoe off. 

Eavesdropped at Fefe’s Monte Carlo: ‘He was born with a silver spoon 
in his mouth—but it had the name of a hotel on it.’ 

Eavesdropped at La Martinique: ‘Who—him? He’s my idea of nothing 
going no place not to happen.’ 

This week’s motto: It is better to have loved and lost than to have run 
into the house detective. 

Whatever Became of. ? 
Roscoe Ails & Kate Pullman 
Helen ‘Smiles’ Davis 
Kennedy & Berle 
Afterpiece 

If you like my column, tell the whole world. 

me, I'll tell Winchell—and he'll tell the world. 


(Jealous 


It has more strips than a pound 





Lewis & Dody 
The Runaway Four 
Adler, Weil & Herman 


If you don’t like it, tell 











character portrayals in Max Rein-| 





|revue, emphasis on gals, no cover, 


hardt productions on the Continent, | 


} 


| 





died three years ago in Hoilywood 
where he had gone to play with 
Greta Garbo in ‘Conquest.’ He died 
before production began. 
Bielschowsky, formerly head «of 
the Telefunken Co., one of Ger- 
many’s greatest utility and electrical 
manufacturing firms in pre-Hitler 
days, fled there five years ago. 


Mrs. Graetz left three letters, one 
to the wife of the man with whom 


she went to death. 





Henny Youngman’s Radio 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 


dinners starting at $1, capacity 900- 


‘Hudson’s Bay’ is back before the | 1,000. 


cameras for two weeks of added 
shooting to revise the opening scenes. 


| 
| 


} 


Monte Proser, the zdmbie kid, has | 
10% of the place given him by White | 


In the original start of the pic- | for promoting the deal, including the 


DOES WALKOUT RATHER 
THAN CATER TO MORONS 


ture, Paul Muni did not put in an |lease from the Walter J. Salmon of- Minneapolis, Oct. 15. 
appearance until a reel and a half | fice, which is for five years, starting | Chick Thomas, who does a vaude- 
had been run off. New scenes will | at $30,000 annual rental. ville turn patterned after the John- 


have the star present at the be- 
ginning. 


| es A, to N. » a 
| Desi Arnaz. 

| Fred W. Beetson. 

| William Bowers. 


Samuel Bronston, 
H. Brower. 


Audition for 20th-Fox) %. 2 Brower... 


Henny Youngman will do a guest 
shot on the Kate Smith program 
Friday night (18) as an audition for 
20th Century-Fox, at the specific 
suggestion of Darryl Zanuck. Pro- 
ducer is considering the comic for a 
picture and wants to hear him be- 
fore an audience. 

Youngman was a regular on the 
Kate Smith series two seasons ago, 





Morgan Made Director 
Hollywood, Oct. 15. 


William Morgan was upped from | 


a film editor to director at Repub- 
lic, with ‘Bowery Boy’ as his first 
job. 

Filming starts Oct. 21 under pro- 
duction guidance of Armand Schae- 
fer. 





ARRIVALS 


Carmen Miranda, Arthur Ruben- 
stein, Bruna Castagna, Jan Kiepura, 
Mrs. Zinka Milanov, Mrs. Norina 
Greco, Vittorio Trucco, Marta Eg- 
gert, Michele Morgan. 


Charles Chaplin. 
Robert Cummings. 
Jack Cohn. 
Harry Cohn, 
Dennis Donohue, 
Frank Donovan. 
Morton Downey. 
Tim Durant. 
Margaret Ettinger. 
Y. Frank Freeman. 
Donald Gledhill. 
| Henry Henigson, 
| Charles Hunt. 
W. Ray Johnston. 
| Allan Jones. 
Robert Kalloch. 
| Joseph Krumgold. 
| Dorothy Lamour, 
Hayden Mills, 
| Thomas Mitchell. 
Jack Oakie. 
Esther Ralston. 
Erik Rhodes, 
James Roosevelt. 
Wesley Ruggles. 
Abe Schneider, 
Merman Sims, 
Morris Small. 
Leonard Spigelgass. 
Paul Stewart. 





} 


j 
} 


| 
} 
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ANYTHING FOR A PLUG 


Even Fingerprinting—Tieup with ‘I 
Am an American’ 








Fifteen songwriters, bandleaders 
and singers appeared at the offices 
of the FBI in New York yesterday 
(Tues.) to be fingerprinted. The 
action was purely voluntary, and 
smacked highly of publicity in con- 
junction with ‘I Am an American’ 





| Day at the N. Y. World’s Fair yester- 
day (Tues.). | 

Those to appear were Ira Schuster, | 
Paul Cunningham, Leonard Whitcup, | 
Peter De Rose, Nat Simon, Dana | 
Suesse, Dick Sanford, Sam Mysels, 
Nelson Cogane, Mabel Wayne, Gray | 
Gordon, Ruth Lowe, Shep Fields, | 
Ernie Burnett, Vincent Rose. Over 
100 copies of ‘Shout I Am an Ameri- 
can, composed by the first three, 
were left at the FBI offices to be | 


ny Burke ex-soldier monolog, fin- 
ishes with a serious recitation. 
Booked into the Alvin here, he de- 
cided to eliminate the recitation 
after the first show because, in his 
opinion, the theatre’s audiences 
comprised ‘morons.’ Told by the 


management to put the recitation | 


back in or else, Thomas did a walk- 
out. 

Thomas was on the salary list for 
$125 for the week. 


First Rains for Cal. 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 

Unusual weather, meaning rain, 
registered its first 1940 casualty when 
Roy Rogers and his hardy cowboys 
were showered off location at Burro 
Flats and wound up in the Republic 
studio to gallop through indoor shots 
for ‘Border Legion’. 


Outdoor sequences will be re- 


| Georgie Price’s Vaudeville 
Memories on NBC Show 


‘Behind Mike’ This Sunday 


Georgie Price on next Sunday's 
(20) broadcast over Mort Lewis’ ‘Be- 
hind the Mike’ show at NBC will 
hark back to the last time he played 
the Palace, on Boadway, exactly 10 


years ago. Price, now a stock broker 
|and out of show business for years, 








| will incorporate in his script such 
| items as the fact that the RKO theme 
song was then sung by John B. 
| Kennedy over WJZ; a kid named 
| Jack Benny did some minor intro- 
ductories and Price ad libbed the pro- 
|phetie observation, from the Palace 
|stage, that ‘although everybody is 
| complaining, years hence we'll look 
back on the good old days of 1930.’ 

It was then after the 1929 market 
|crash and everybody was in the 
dumps. Price observed that, while 
| he was just starting to dabble in the 
|market, he was grateful that ‘there 
| will always be vaudeville and an 
RKO roof over my head.’ Today 
Price states that the market is so dull 


given the first 100 citizens who vol- | Sumed when the sun returns to the | he’s liable to get arrested for vagran- 


unteered for fingerprinting. 


H’wood’s Showgirl Dearth 


Hollywood, Oct, 15. 

This town is afflicted with a short- 
age of showgirls, according to Bill 
Grady, Metro talent scout, who is 
planing to Broadway to enlist talent 
for the music and dance numbers in 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’. 

Trip east is the aftermath of a 











two-week hunt in Holiywood. 


hills. 





N.Y. to L.A. 


Don Ameche. 

Bruce Cabot. 

Noel Coward. 

Joan Crawford. 
Elsa Lanchester. 
Michele Morgan. 
Richard Porter. 
George J. Schaefer. 
Aileen St. John Brenen. 
Bert Wheeler. 
Meredith Willson. 


cy in his own office (to repeat an 
oldie), and he’s glad that there’s a 
theatre or two left that he may go 
into, just to keep busy, if nothing 
else, - 





WB TIES STOLOFF 
Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Ben Stoloff inked a director con- 
tract at Warners, with ‘She Stayed 
Kissed’ as his first assignment. 
Picture is being readied for an 
early start by Harlan Thompson, 
producer, 
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PIX COIN WON'T HELP B’WAY’ 





€ Newspapers Fall For Hitler? 


Chicago Round Table, in a recent discussion over NBC on ‘Will Hitler 
Invade America?’ aired the flat assertion—apparently by Clark Foreman, 
co-author of recently-published ‘Total Defense’—ihat U. S. newspapers are 
aiding Nazi Germany in its propaganda drive to ‘soften up’ this country. 
Speaker charged newspapers are doing this (1) by ‘telling us that we are 
unprepared’ (2) by ‘playing up the might of the German military machine.’ 
He declared that as a result of these combined messages, ‘many people 
(American) are ready to throw in the sponge.’ 

It was perhaps first time on the networks such a blunt assertion about 
newspapers had been made. However, H. V. Kaltenborn, who frequently 
analyzes German propaganda, including short wave stuff to the U.S., had 
pointed to specific examples of the way American papers ‘fell’ for stories 
deliberately circulated by Berlin and Rome. Major George Fielding Eliot 
also emphasized, on various occasions, that Americans should not ‘go’ for the 
Axis ‘fear’ drive. 


Much Political Skullduggery Now 
Attends German Pix Bookings in US. 


+ 














Bruce Barton’s Touch 


Although the situation 1s more or 
less shrouded in Nazi-like secrecy, 
it is reported that, with war tension 
steadily increasing, distributors of 
German pictures in the United States 


are finding some difficulty in -plac- 
ing their product. There are some 
theatres that have an out-and-out 
German picture policy the year 
around, and these are taking service 
as usual without much exploitation 
to attract attention, but other houses 
in cities having large German com- 
munities are not interrupting their 
regular policies to place an occa- 
sional German film as in past sea- 
sons. 

These exhibitors are loath to dis- 
cuss the situation at all, feeling that 
too much has been said already in 
the trade press about the German 
pictures, their distribution and their 
markets, as well as the houses that 
play them. They fear that further 
discussion will only heap fresh coals 
upon smouldering fires and tend to 
bring about a situation similar to 
that of the first World War. when 
everything German in any way was 
verboten. 

While it is difficult to get at the 

(Continued on page 61) 





Bruce Barton, president of the 
Batten, Barton, Durstine & Os- 
borne agency, who is also run- 
ning for the U. S. Senate, used 
his switchboard operators during 
the past week to make callers 
vote conscious. 

Incoming calls were treated 
with the identification, ‘This is 
B. B. D. & O. and then the 
query, ‘Have you registered yet?’ 








MET GPERA ON 
NBC BLUE 


Texaco will underwrite the broad- 
casts of the Metropolitan Opera over 
the NBC-blue this season, starting 
Dec. 27. The Saturday matinee se- 
ries was sold on a package basis, 
namely, $250,000. Only question 
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TEXACO BUYS 


Red Skelton’s 4-Week 
Date Longest Given 


By N.Y. Paramount 








Red Skelton returns to the New 
York .Paramount Nov. 6 with the | 
longest contract yet given an act | 
at that house. Deal presently calls 


for four weeks, and the house is entirely institutional and will have | son was identifie 


that remained unsettled on the deal 


yesterday (Tuesday) was whether the 
handling of the series was to go to 
Newell-Emmett or the Buchanan 
agency. Makes the first sponsor that 
the Opera has had on the air since 
the 1936-37 season when RCA as- 


| sumed the bill. 


Petrol distributor has obtained an 
option on the opera for an addi- 
tional four years. The copy will be 





POD SCRIPTS 
VITAL FACTOR 


But More Hollywood Names 
May Indirectly Hypo Legit 
—‘Independent Manager’ 
Issue Is Latest Hitch 








EXPECT AGREEMENT 





Although there has been consider- 
able talk about a splurge of legit 
production to result from the ex- 
pected agreement between the Dra- 
matists Guild, the League of New 
York Theatres and the major film 
companies, this phase of the maiter 
is minimized in the trade. It is 
pointed out that the availability of 
fresh financing is likely to have lit- 
tle effect on production over an ex- 
tended period, as it is the dearth of 
suitable scripts rather than shortage 
of money that is believed to have 
curtailed production in recent sea- 
sons, 


.&ccording to insiders, there is no 
case on record of a good script not 
being produced because of lack of 
backing. Supporting this view is the 
offer of several name playwrights to 
obtain financing for any such script 
that is brought to their attention. 
Unlimited backing from Hollywood 
or anywhere else will not increase 





is claimed. 


| Investment of more money by 
Hollywood may bring a few more 
productions to Broadway, but that 
will probably mean only more flops. 
And, according to this view, flops are 
not an asset but a liability to the 
theatre. They do little good for any- 
one, but hurt the theatre as a whole. 
Name Values 


duction, it is asserted, so much as a 
(Continued on page 56) 








‘Equity Denies Backing 
Morris Watson, ‘Actors’ 








Something of a ruction was started 
|last week when Equity adopted a 
resolution that it had not advo- 
cated the candidacy of Morris Wat- 
; son, running for Congress on the 
| American Labor Party ticket. Wat- 


dickering to stretch him to six, with| more to say about the petroleum in- | presentations of the early ‘living 


changes of pictures, of course. 


dustry in general than the particu- 


| newspaper’ shows, withdrawing fol- 


Glen Gray's Casa Loma orch will} lar brand, with Texaco figuring to | lowing objections to the type of per- 


play the show the first couple of | 
weeks of Skelton’s run. Also set for | 
the initial stanzas is Cass Daley. | 

Knight Sisters, who will be in the | 
Same show, will be fulfilling a two- | 
year-old contract with the house. | 
When orginally booked they asked | 
for a release so that they could go 
into George White’s ‘Scandals’. The 
release was given but with the pro- 
vision that they play the Par at any | 
requested time after the run of the| 
revue, 


ALDRICH-MYERS STILL | 





HOPE FOR iniaiiaidead 


Despite Coast reports that the 
Teferee in bankruptcy thinks John 
Barrymore is worth more to his 
estate working in films than in legit, 
Aldrich & Myers hope to have him 
resume in ‘My Dear Children’ some 
time this winter on a road tour. 
They have some 30 or 40 weeks set, 
and harking back to his 1939-40 tour 
when Barrymore was good for $4,000 
weekly for his share, the legit mana- 
ers think that the star will be doing 
the play once again. 

Furthermore, following his ‘Great 
Profile’ for 20th-Fox, he has only 
One Universal and possibly another 

(Continued on page 29) 








gain more from appreciative reac- 
tion than from direct selling. 

The operas have had two other 
sponsors since 1932, Listerine and 


Lucky Strike, and in every instance | 


it became the top rating among day- 
time shows. 


LOLLY BREAKING HER 
ACT IN UPSTATE N. Y. 


Louella Parsons is breaking in her 
Hollywood act in Rochester, N. Y., 








| before opening her tour Oct. 24 at 


Loew’s State, New York. 


In the troupe are Binnie Barnes 
and her radio announcer-husband, 
Mike Frankovich, Ilona Massey, 
Brenda Joyce, Robert Stack, William 
Orr and Sabu. Edgar Allan Woolf 
wrote it. 





Elsa Maxwell’s Unit 
Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Elsa Maxwell goes trouping with 


|four young femmes from 20th-Fox, 


opening for a week at the Fox, De- 
troit, Oct. 23. Next stop is the Orien- 
tal, Chicago, and other dates are in 
course of negotiation... 

Troupe consists of Marjorie 
Weaver, Mary Beth Hughes, Mary 
Healy and Katharine Aldridge. 


| formances prepared. He was a fig- 
ure in the Newspaper Guild and was 
on the writers project in the WPA 
setup. 

Fact that Watson is an allege 
| Communist, which he is said never 
| to have denied, had no direct bear- 

ing on the action by Equity, hav- 

ing its own troubles with Commun- 
| ist charges. Stated by Equity that it 
| has never espoused political candi- 
| dates and wished to make itself clear 
on that subject. Watson had an- 
nounced himself as being the ‘actors’ 
| choice’ and that inspired the resolu- 
| tion. It was explained, however, 
lthat other actor-artist unions could, 


vv 


the number of worthwhile scripts, it | 


The important factor in a return 
of Hollywood money to Broadway is 
not likely to be an increase in pro- 


Choice,’ for Congress 


oa 


do as they pleased about Watson. ~ 

Protest was filed with Equity on 
behalf of Watson, 
resolution as ‘gratuitous action.’ 
Claimed that while the legit associa- 
tion’s endorsement had not been 


committee for his campaign which 
includes Paul Robeson, George 
Seldes, Marc Blitzstein, Millen Brand 
and Morris Carnovsky. 





M.D. Biog for Tracy 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 


at Metro. 





Mervyn LeRoy directs. 


alluding to the| 





| 


| 
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Equity Prefers Dies Probe On 
Reds’, But Will Ride Along If Sister 
Unions Ask Impartial Bd. Hearing 


Ted Lewis’ Party 





Following the suggestion that an 
impartial board be named to sift 
charges of Communism against mem- 
bers of Equity’s council and other 





New Orleans, Oct. 15. 

The Ted Lewises celebrated 
their silver wedding anniver- 
sary Thursday (10) with party 
including members of Blue Room 
show and the bandsmen. When 
the meal was about over, a half- 
dozen of the boys grabbed their 
instruments and poured out 
‘Here Comes the Bride.’ 

‘Eat your dinner,’ Ted shouted 


crystalized. Equity prefers that 
Congressman Dies’ Committee do the 
investigating, but it is conceded that 
if other unions involved prefer the 
impartial board proceeding it will 
assent. 

Situation within Equity somewhat 
abated last week when it became 
krfown that one of those named in 
Representative William P, Lambert- 


at them. lies ; son’s charges has secured an engage- 
_ em play,’ said Adah, his | ment. Previously the actor failed to 
wife. 


land any one of three prospective 
jobs and was in a panic. Another 
named in the Congressional Record 
is also in rehearsal and it is now in- 
dicated that at least some of the 


(Continued on page 24) 


| Tugend in N. Y. to Script 
Bob Hope’s Next Par Pic, 
De Sylva to Produce 


Harry Tugend is working in New 
York on screenplay of ‘Caught in the 


| 
MI LENIHAN | Draft,’ in which Paramount will star 
Bob Hope. He came east two weeks 
ago for confabs with Buddy De 
ON REDS IN Sylva, who will be the producer, and 


has settled down here to do the 
writing on it until De Sylva is ready 
to head for the Coast. It goes into 
production in January. 

De Sylva is now in Boston with 

New York, Oct. 14. | after ‘Hattie’ is ensconced in New 

Editor, VARIETY: York at the end of this month. 
As a member of the council of | Meantime, Tugend is more or less 
Actor’s Equity Association, I have of | Commuting to the locale of the mu- 
course been deeply interested in| Sical’s tour. 


‘What, and have those guys 
charge me overtime?’ 

Jack Pepitone, president of the 
local musicians’ union, grinned. 
The boys took his cue and kept 
right on playing. 








25th Anni Dinner 

Ted Lewis, after 25 years in 
show business, is being tossed a 
testimonial dinner by a group of 
friends Nov. 2 at the Hotel Plaza, 
New York. 

Eddie Cantor heads the com- 
mittee of pals arranging the 
affair. 














‘Panama Hattie,’ legit musical of 
which he is producer. He and Tug- 
end will probably go to the Coast 








talent unions, the plan has not yet . 


VARIETY’s reporting on Congressman 
Lambertson’s charges of Communism 
against certain Equity members. 
Variety did us a real service, I 
feel, in reporting so fully. Your issue 
of Sept. 18 gave many of us the first 








inews that Lambertson had renewed ' 


or amplified his charge, and I believe 


iled to the Council’s reviewing the 


lentire case. 


| However, the inaccuracies and 


d with WPA’s relief misrepresentations in the articles on | 


this subject in the Oct. 2 and Oct. 9 
issues have been disturbing. In 
Variety of Oct. 2, the quarterly 
(Continued on page 63) 





‘OOMPH’ KID THINKS 
SHE DESERVES MORE 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Warners slapped a suspension on 
Ann Sheridan when the actress 
walked out on her co-starring spot 
with James Cagney in ‘Strawberry 
Blonde’ over salary differences. Stu- 
dio is holding up the picture in 
hopes straightening out the matter. 
It’s their first tiff in three years 
since the studio built her into star- 
dom with terrific ‘oomph’ ballyhoo. 








PASCAL’S PLAY 





sought, there is an actors and writers | wis ‘Peep Show’ Placed With Gilbert 


Miller 





Ernest Pascal, 
Darryl Zanuck, has written a comedy 
which Gilbert Miller will produce on 
Broadway. Tagged ‘Peep Show,’ it 
will go into rehearsal ag soon as it 
can be cast. Pascal, who arrived in 


‘Dr. Ephraim McDowell,’ the story |New York last week, will remain 
of an American pioneer surgeon, is east until the show opens, probably 
the next starrer for Spencer Tracy | around Thanksgiving. 


Writer recently completed script 


Gottfried Reinhardt produces and |on ‘How Green Was My Vallev’ He | 


also did ‘The Bluebird.’ 


long a writer for. 
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Figures: Cowboy Star Earned $4,000,000 





Death of the film star, Tom Mix, 
who started at $150 a week for Fox 
Film in 1919, and in 1925 received at 
the rate of $20,000 per week, for 





every working week, recalls to show 
business one of its most fabulous 
characters. 


Milestone Reins Colman 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Lewis Milestone directs the next 
Ronald Colman starrer to be pro- 





As a cowboy player, duced by William Hawks for RKO | 


when William Fox signed him in| release. 


1919. that included the services of | 


The three are huddling over the 


himself, his wife, Victoria; a ranch | next story. 


foreman, Sid Jordan, and three 
horses, for which he was payrolled 
at $150; in 1925, the same Fox Film 
company, through Winfield R. Shee- 
han, its directing head, guaranteed 
him $2,000,000 over a three-year pe- 
riod, which meant an average of 
$20,000 for every working week. 

At Mix’s finale as a screen star, up 
until 1929, he was payrolled at $7,500 
a week. His show biz earnings were 
conservatively estimated at $4,000,- | 





Although Mix was said to have} 
been 60 years of age at the time of | 
his death, his actual age, much to 
the surprise of many, was 69, ac- 
cotding to Joe Lee, who directed 
Mix’s publicity during his world 
personal tour. His passport, Lee re- 
calls, in 1924 read that he was then 
53. Mix looked no more than 40. 

It was in 1919 that the half-Chero- 
kee Mix, a great friend of another 
Cherokee-blooded cowboy, Will Rog- 
ers, was hired by Sheehan at Fox. 
Mix had been in the army many 
years before, and while a U. S. 
marshal in Oklahoma he met Rog- 
ers. Both joined the Miller Bros. 
Wild. West Show, which eventually 





. : : j income (3,230) but théir income ta1 
oe" rte tade Ueauecanaes ane accounting of profits, turning over of | cuir iene Ga = tr eave burden was up $2,019,000. The Gov- — a " , 
bs ; ES SNC | nei ! . 614, i o sales quota has been set on 
Mix got a stunt job with Selig in pix. | eae and $100,000 damages are enough in all parts of the town to ernment took $25,014,000 out of thelr . 


The Sheehan signing followed some 
years later. 





‘Ecstasy’ Film Again 
In the Courts; Four Are 
Sued for Its Surrender 


Max Weingarten and Michael M. 
Wyngate, Inc., filed a $100,000 suit 
in N. Y. supreme court Friday (11) 





| Ing illegal retention of prints of the 


Hedy Lamarr starrer, ‘Eestasy.’ De- 


| fendants have been distributing the 


film in the U. S. for over five years. 
It is charged that the original 
agreement granting the defendants 
distribution rights was made in Sep- 
tember, 1934, between the producers 
of the film, Elekta Films, A. G., of 
Czechoslovakia, and the defendants. 
The agreement is alleged to have ex- 
pired Oct. 22, 1939, and the plain- 
tiffs to have made an agreement with 
Elekta in December, 1938, for the 
next five years of distribution. 
Defendants were asked to turn 
over prints and negatives but have 
refused, and are continuing to dis- 
tribute the picture. An injunction, 


Fitelson & Mayers are attorneys 


The report of Mix’s fabulous sal- | for the plaintiff. 


ary (for 1925, as it would be now) 
Was received as preposttrous at that | 
time in many quarters, as had Char- | 
lie Chaplin’s some years before. The 





DIETERLE’S OUTFIT TO 


SUCCEEDS W.R. LYNCH 


Hy Fine, district manager of the 
Mullin & Pinansksi chain in New 
England, affiliated with Paramount, 
is in Miami discussing a proposition 
to succeed W. R. Lynch as general 
manager of the Paramount Enter- 
prises, also a Par affiliate and one 
in which his brother, S. A. Lynch, 
is interested as a partner. 

Lynch resigned during the past 
week due to an aggravated sinus 
| condition for which he has under- 
| gone a series of delicate operations 
which prevent his continuing in ac- 
tive charge of the Par-Lynch houses 
in the Miami sector. The Par group 
numbers 13 houses, not counting two 
new houses under construction. 

Fine was formerly musical direc- 
tor at the Metropolitan, Boston, for 
|Paramount. He later branched out 
as an operator and has been in 
charge of a district of ‘A’ houses in 
the M. & P. setup. 








Slugs Socking 
Det.'s Jukeboxes 


oo 


Detroit, Oct. 15. 

Jukebox and vending machine 
operators here are frothing because 
of a sudden flooding of the town 
with a slug so cleverly contrived 
| that it fools the most suspicious ma- 
chine. While great strides have been 
made in perfecting machines, which 


trim at least 10% off the take. 


At the rate the new type of slug 
lis coming into use, operators are 
| seeing losses up to 25% by Christmas. 
| Cigarette vending, jukebox—even 


ithe telephone company—have com- 





comedian theh was reported to have | MAKE PAIR FOR RKO Pains to police who thus far have 
pacted with Mutual u 


been pretty powerless to do anything | total unquestionably was down since | 


for $10,000 
weekly on a 52-week basis. That 
figure, however, was later proved to 
be true. Guarantee under a per- 
centage arrangement 





Hollywood, Oct. 15. 


about it. 
Up to now, the cigaret machine 
| people declared, their type of ma- 





Rene Clair’s ‘Countess’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Rene Clair draws the director as- 
signment on “The Countess of New 
Orleans,’ Marlene Dietrich starrer 
at Universal. 
Joe Pasternak produces and Nor- 
man Krasna is scripting. 


Amus. Cos. in ’38 Hit 


A 5-Year High Although 
With Less Net Profit 


Washington, Oct. 15. 
Total take of amusement corpora- 
tions filing Federal income tax re- 











Preliminary analysis by the Treas- 
ury Department—which this year | 
did not differentiate between film 
houses, legit theatres, and other 
forms of entertainment—disclosed last 
week that while the volume of busi- 
ness was materially greater, the ac- 
tual. profit to those coming out with 
favorable balances was the lowest In 
three years. Some evidence of fur- 
ther improvement in the whole busi- 
ness, however, was the fact that the 
deficit suffered by those who wound 
up in the red was smallest over the 
five-year span. 

The 1938 statements showed con- 
flicting trends. There were 395) 
|fewer companies with taxable net 





earnings, more than double the 
figure five years earlier, although | 
| excess profits taxes were down $399,- 
000 to only $88,000. 





Dividend payments in 1938 aggre- 
gated $42,484,000, the summary re- | 
vealed. No comparable figures are | 





| available for preceding years but the | 


|net Income slumped $2,506,000. 
It was harder sledding in 1938 for 
more companies. The number of re- | 


2-Reelers Again—And The Dictator’ 


Charlie Chaplin states that in 
addition to a couple features on 
which he has already done some 
work, he is thinking of returning to 
the shorts field to turn out some 
slapstick two-reelers. He has sti] 
another idea on shorts that js jy. 
teresting him, but the dope on those 
are ‘off the record.’ 

Chaplin pictures have always 
commanded top rentals but ‘Dictator’ 
is the first to seek the limit es- 
tablished by Metro on ‘Gone With 
the Wind,’ which was sold on a 
70-30% basis at increased admis- 
sions that were made a part of the 
contract, ‘Dictator’ cost Chaplin $2,- 
200,000, his most costly film to date. 

‘Dictator’ opened at the Astor and 
Capitol, N. Y., last night (Tues.), 
two-a-day at $2 top at the former, 
and 75c to $1.10 at the latter, the 


rhi J turns in 1938 calendar year hit a/same as ‘Gone.’ Within the next 
=. pores soreatences with his | seninst Eureka Productions, Inc., five-year high, climbing $94,728,000 | three weeks it goes into the Aldine, 
own dea in America and Europe,| S2muel A. Cummins, Jacques A. per y a over the 1937 total and touching} Philadelphia; the Warner, Pitts- 
flee 2 : ”| Koerpal and Rose Chatkin, claim- $1,140,691 ,000 
rodeos and wild west shows. 140,691,600. 


burgh; Great Lakes, Buffalo: and 
two houses in Chicago, the Apollo 
and Roosevelt. These leadoff en- 
gagements, with United Artists feel- 
ing its way on the picture, are at a 
straight 70% of the gross. 

While consideration has been given 
to a 10% profit guarantee to ac- 
counts where UA and the theatre 
agrees on a stipulated overhead to 
figure, no deals on that basis are 
being written pending results of the 
first engagements. Deal with 
Loew’s, made with Nicholas M. 
Schenck, is to permit the picture to 
remain at the Astor and Cap in- 
definitely, based on business done 
and control figures which always ap- 
ply on such engagenients, 


‘Dictator’ because, as explained, it 
is virtually impossible to do so on 
a film of this type, nor until wider 
distribution on 70% deals is at- 
tained will it be decided whether 
the Chaplin picture is withheld from 
general release a year or more sim- 
ilarly to ‘Gone.’ No deals are being 
written without the approval of 
Chaplin or his organization and in 
the establishment of policy the 
same authority obtains, though Chap- 


: 





William Dieterle Productions, re- | chine had been close to 100% perfect | ports showing no net income hit/lin is retiring in discussing this 
may have| cently formed film company, closed | in rejecting phoney coins but the 


“tr , 5,935, the biggest figure since 1935 | phase of his business. 

reached Mix’s salary under this new |a deal to release two pictures through | new milled-edge, bumped-body type | and a rise of 358 in one year. The | Double-barrelled preems of Charlie 

ctor’ e enppeng lh vex eed = | RKO during the coming year. of counterfeit has all the machines | gross for this group of redinkers was | Chaplin’s ‘The Great Dictator’ in two 
stars as Mary Pickford an 








New outfit, capitalized at $1,900,- 


Douglas Fairbanks, exceeded it, but|000, is headed by Dieterle, former 
never before had a contract called |director at Warners. Robert J. Mc- 


for a straight $20,000 weekly when-|Donald is vice-president; A. Ronald |°°ins that have poured into Detroit, 


ever working. 


| 


Button, 


secretary-treasurer, and 


Mix was the hero of millions of | Charles L. Glett, associate producer. 


youngsters on two continents. In 





| clicking, > — and their combined deficit 
: ell $330,000. 

Police, puzzled by the deluge of | “Gobining the haul of both the 
successful concerns and those with 
no profit, the 1938 gross was by far 
the best since the bottom of the de- 
Total 


|expressed the opinion that the slugs 
are being turned out by an organized 
| gang who are out to pump the ma- 


| theatres simultaneously are being 
held only in New York, Chicago and 
| perhaps one or two other large cities, 
|United Artists, the distrib, figures 


| one theatre sufficient in a town be- 
|cause, unlike ‘Gone With the Wind,’ 


= : -. | pression. take figures for | ; ‘\; ’ : 
April, 1925, Variety reported that | |chines dry of merchandise. It is| coins of y > a _jafter which ‘Dictator’ exhibition 
cae were upwards ‘of “200,000, | El La hest B k | thought that the same outfit may be | 601,000: 1937 — $1 oan ina oat, | policy is modeled, running time is 
nearly all youngsters, who turned Sa RC er bac | operating on a sale basis—turning | ., 038.148.000- 1895—$854,548,000, 1934 | not extra-long.. Duration is only 
out to bid Mix farewell in New W | out 20 phoney nickels for a quarter. |" 3949 s06 300 pres wo hours and seven minutes, 
York’s Central Park upon his em- est, Laughton Later Being a center of the tool and die 


barkation for a European personal 
tour. 








What They Wanted,’ will follow in 





industry—at the moment there are | 





which will give houses playing the 
pic almost twice the turnover they 








\ Elsa Lanchester goes back to the 7,000 of them unemployed since the | SAM MORRIS BACK AT had with ‘Gone.’ ‘ 
} Londen Press’ Brushoff | Coast today (Wednesday) or tomer- | M&W CaF models went into production In all spots except those where 
The extensive press that had been|row by train. Charles Laughton |and the armament industry has not WB: BERNHARD’S AID | tyo theatres are used, policy will 
. . : . - * |touched about 70% of the small > ical show, but 
accorded him throughout America, her husband, who is currently doing ” 2 - riot technically be roadshow, bu 
experienced an antithesis in London,| personals with RKO’s ‘They Knew (Continued on page 29) —_—_ what eastern salesmanager Harry . 
where the Times, ete., were, accord- ; 


ing to cables sent to New York, ‘not 
taking kindly to the circus stunts de- 
vised by the cowboy’s press agent.’ 

Indicative of the London press’ re- 
ception 
public standpoint there was a warm 
shoulder—was the column of April 
19, 1925, of Hannen Swaffer, critic of 
the London Express. Swaffer was 
vitriolic in his reception to Mix, 
stating in the lead to his column of 
that day: 


to Mix—though from the} 


about two weeks. 
bought a house 
busy moving for 
| weeks. 

Miss Lanchester has decided not to 
make any night club appearances 
for the present. She was a cafe and 
musical name in 


Couple have just 
and they will be 
the ensuing few 


considering making a nitery appear- 
ance in New York. Neither she nor 
Laughton has any pictures set. 


London before | 
coming to the U. S. and was reported | 


On leave of absence for about a 
year, Sam E, Morris has returned to 
| Warner Bros., attached to the theatre 
| department as an executive aide to 
| Joe Bernhard, the Warner circuit op- 
| erating chief. 

Morris came in Monday (14). 
|merly v.p. in charge of foreign dis- 





ROSEMARY LANE TO 
| FREELANCE AS SOL 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 

Rosemary Lane is breaking away | 
from the sister act with which she | 

has become identified in films. She'll Ady 





ill health. 





ance Huddling On 


go on her own as a freelance follow- 





For- | 


| tribution, he went on leave due to | 


|Gold dubs ‘streamlined roadshow.’ 
| That means that it will not be two- 
a-dayed, but shown continuously and 
without reserved seats, although 
upped admish will be the rule, fee 
being 75c at matinee and $1.10 eve- 
nings, including tax. Same policy 
will prevail in one of the houses 1n 
| cities where there’s a double preem, 
while the other will two-a-day with 
reserved seats at $2.20 top. 

Policy after initial runs has been 





e Teas is termined 

‘London talked about two ity - J h . eg Shane one. | ° e ‘ . ee may not be “ dete = € ’ 

Americans last week—one a Ww ° mg aS Some om ree OS.» | Film Version of Hellz | waiting te get the reaction at 

great artist, worthy of compari- | Renew olf Reinhardt which she asked and received. She'll | |the unveilings first. However, the 

son with the most superb painters | Hollywood, Oct. 15. continue to be available, however, | a : ; |distributing company feels it has 

of all time, who passed away | Wolfgang Reinhardt and Warners | for WB’s ‘Four Mothers,’ last of the | Lar Enennes, Universal learned something from ‘Gone.’ One 

quietly in his sleep; the other.a |o - ; wane -. | quartet of this series featuring the Producer and writer, is currently in| error, it feels, was taking it out of 
1 Dp; , got together on a renewal of his Ne York fabb h Jul < 

” | . IVNECW i . : ] 7 + 2 e +. 

cowboy actor, who rode a pony | associate producer contract. Lane sisters. ois ag ‘ ee - oa pi 1 vues the first-ruhs too rapidly and put 

z , Vv re< ‘Hellz ss atin 

round tables in the Savoy while | Next assignment is ‘Adopted Miss Lane, in seeking the break- 4° which “posceangctdined aan shia ting it into subsequents. UA sales 

other people dined. Daughter,’ being scripted by Earl | away, wanted more time for radio pays are merely in. pee Rat po heads are of the opinion that greater 

Tom Mix, the cowboy, held up | Baldwin. |and is juggling several other offers. y 


the traffic in the Strand for near- 
ly a quarter of an hour. John S. 
Sargent, the artist, went to his 
last resting place at Brookwood 
with no one to line the streets. 
London, indeed, did not know. 


Stage as no date for picturizing the 





| record-run Broadway musical can 
be set as long as plans continue to 


Other News Pertaining to Pictures |keep it on the boards indefinitely, 


Spiegelgass did the screenplay on! _* 
|‘Boys From Syracuse,’ pe a ‘Dictator’ whether it is a success OF 


net can be achieved by holding ‘Dic- 
|tator’ in large first-run theatres as 
long as possible before spreading it 


| around tour or five subsequents. 


Saying that he wanted to make 


| . e 7 f 

Certainly . . . John S. Sargent Lange, Laurence to Europe......... sesecesevescessesceseeesPage 17 || Picture, which was released by Uni- |® a See 2 See SS. 

is worth ¢ wéition cowboys i ; an show biz upturn ¥ ra 17 versal, and just finished as producer ees Seneres, en ag Hoar 

Crowds in Amsterday, Paris, Ber- CMs ences Cee eeerecerereerrerese eeeeees | on U’s ‘Caribbean Holiday’ with) mits that he has always been talks 

lin, Brussels and other European Ed Lasker upped in Lord & Thomas..........+..ee000s seeee-Page 34 | Abbott and Costello. He'll return to | fied by microphones. He : - 
empitals, in addition to the news-|| AFRA deal...............+0. saith Ainliet hh ecoesnneiandaaiaian Page 37 || the Coast at the end of this week. | throughout ‘Dictator’ for the fr 


papers, however, were much more 
responsive. 
Sound Kayoed Him 


Mix, who of recent years had his 
own wild west show, declined in 
films with the advent of the talkers, 
for which his voice didn’t register 
favorably. He then quit pix and 

(Continued on page 27) 





Radio reviews: Edward G. Robinson, Gracie Fields, Edmund om 9 » 
Lowe-Ann Dvorak, Shirley Temple...cc.sssesssseceeeveee-Page 39 Rings’ for Cummings 
ASCAP-BMI stuff.... 


COR CCC CC OC TH Crs OOS SEEss Sreceroescese OEE 49 Hollywood, Oct. 15. 


AGVA-N.Y. theatre pact.......cccccccccccccece eee -Page Irving Cummings gets the director 
New acts: Carole Landis, Edmund Lowe and Ann Dvorak... .Page chore on ‘Rings on Her Fingers,’ 





time and at a press interview Sun- 
day (13) owned that he was pleas- 
antly surprised at himself when he 
looked at the finished job, being ‘im- 
pressed at hearing my own voice.’ 
One for Goddard 

Chaplin stated that he will make 

pictures with and without himself. 





53 
St |) ciated te start 

Berton Churchill's death......sss.s.csseescecececssecceseees Page 50 © start next month at 20th- 
63 


Pox. 
Gene Autry prattfalls at rodeo preem..........-- Picture co-stars Don Ameche and 


Carmen Miranda. 
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RKO Still Anxious to Reclaim K-A-0 
Pfd.; Deal for Meehan’s Stock Stalls 


4 





While the contemplated deal of 
RKO to secure the Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum preferred shares of Mike 
Meehan temporarily has - fallen 
through, the company is understood 
still anxious to get this stock and 
the remaining third, presently in the 
hands of the public, back in the cor- 
poration treasury. Parent company 
wants to reclaim as much outstand- 
ing KAO preferred stock as possi- 
ble in order to reduce the large an- 
nual distribution of dividends. Be- 
sides being an economy move, actual 
consummation of preferred deal 
would simplify. the corporate struc- 
ture. 

Main stumbling block to acquisi- 
tion of the Meehan shares is $3,328,- 
000 price some 26,000 shares would 
bring at the callable quotation plus 
unpaid dividends of about $18. 
Understood that the company con- 
siders such a purchase of Meehan 
shares is. unlikely since the receiver- 
ship agreement prevents any large 
scale borrowing, and payment out of 
profits is not deemed sound financial 
business policy. 

Estimated this week that the 
Meehan stock might have been pur- 
chased for about $1,000,000 back in 
1936. But today, with KAO paying 
up back divvys and the resultant 
rise in stock, no such bargain buy 
could be put through. At present, 
about one-third of the KAO pre- 
ferred is held in the treasury, an- 


— 





Buck’s Hi Yo 


Hollywood, Oct. 153. 

Buck Jones climbed off his 
hoss, shoved his six-gun back in 
the holster and called in a.lip 
reader to fight the battle of ‘Hi 
Yo Silver.’ 

The old cry, which Jones used 
in his equine pictures back in 
the 1920s, is the same, he claims, 
as the one voiced in the Repub- 
lic serial, ‘The Lone Ranger.’ In 
those days there were no sound 
tracks to prove it, but Buck has 
dug up a strip of 1927 film and 
declares he will silence the 
‘Ranger’ through lip-reading tes- 
timony. His damage suit against 
Republic comes up in February. 


If It Isn't War 
Grid Games Up 














Coverage of the European war has 
become so routine that American 
newsreel companies hope to be on a 





other third is in the hands of the! 
public and the remaining third is | 
owned by Meehan. Consequently, 
Meehan is expected to figure more 
and more in the affairs of RKO and 


KAO in coming months. 





TALENT GOES RKO 


7 

RKO is breaking out in a rash of 
foreign stars. It has recently ac- 
quired three and has two more pos- 
Sibilities on tap. 
gentinian, and Michele Morgan, 
French, arrive in the United States 
today (Wednesday) by Clipper from 
France, are already set. Few weeks 


ago Signe Hasso, Swedish player, 


landed in Hollywood after a round- | 
the-world journey from her home- | 


land. 

Vila will be used by Lou Brock 
in “They Met in Argentina,’ which 
he is producing for RKO. 

Miss Morgan, a top femme star in 
France, leaves for Hollywood pronto. 


She co-starred with Charles Boyer | 


in ‘L’Orage’ (‘The Storm’) and is 
best known in the U. S. for her ap- 
pearance in ‘Port of Shadows.’ She 
recently completed at Nice a film 
tagged ‘John Doe, Father and Son,’ 
under the direction of Julien Duvi- 
vier, 

Velero Sisters, Violeta and Rosita, 
who sing and baton a rhumba band 
at Fefe’s Monte Carlo, N. Y., are 
other Brock discoveries whom he 
may take to the Coast for ‘Met in 
Argentina.” He interviewed them 
during a recent visit to Manhattan 
and set a tentative deal. ‘Argen- 
tina’ gets under way in November. 





Welles Makes Factotum 
Drake a Mercury Exec 





Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Herbert Drake signed a new con- 
tract as vice-president of Mercury 
Productions and personal representa- 
tive of Orson Welles’ various screen, 
theatrical and lecture activities. 
Signing of the document was ar- 


ranged by Welles’ attorney, L. Arnold | 
who came here from, 


Weisberger, 
New York to witness the details. 





RKO Using Many 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Casting is at a new high at RKO, 
With 200 players of all assortments 
Working in six pictures. 
Orson Welles is using 64 players in 
Citizen Kane,’ for the top number. 


| sition, 


FLOCK OF FOREIGN | 


Alberto Vila, Ar- | 


profitable operating basis again soon. 
When each of the five companies had 
to maintain offices in Europe, staffs 
in several cities and camera crews 


jin many countries, the war stuff 


proved an extremely costly propo- 
With the American com- 
panies out of Paris now and main- 
taining only a skeleton setup in 
Great Britain and the continent, the 
newsreels shortly will be able to get 
| into the black for the first time since 
| late in 1939. 

| The only thing standing in the way 
| of actually restoring normal newsreel 


budgets, with the World’s Series 
|finished, is the football season. | 


Latter should be well out of the 
| way by the close of November, but 
it will be more expensive than ever 
this season. The Series came as a 
severe expense sock this fall 
cause none of the games were played 


lin New York City. Without ready 
access to New York labs, the reels 
found it necessary to use labora- 


| tories in Detroit and Cincinnati; also 


transportation costs were heavier 
than usual 
The demand for local issues on 


is worse than usual 
of having six 


griairon games 
Instead 


this season. 


or seven local editions for contests 
of interest only to one exchange 


territory, now it is common for many 


newsreels to cover 9 to 12 pigskin 
| battles. 

| Along with the increase in num- 
ber of games, the cost has mounted 
steadily in recent years. Formerly, 


it was necessary to shoot only por- 


at Wa 


tions of the contests for local editions 


plus pictures of the team captains. 
But in the last 10 years, the interest 
has own so much that full cov- 
erase is demanded. This necessi- 
tate hooting virtually the whole 
leame. Plays come so fast that the 
large 800-foot magazines for film are 
requirea 

Estimated that the five newsreel 
companies will spend $100,000 by 
the end of November in covering 


gridiron battles. 


H’wood’s Charity Drive 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 





support of the film industry for the 
Community Chest drive at a con- 


chairman of the picture section’s 
committee. Quota for Los Angeles, 
including Hollywood, is $2,704,000. 
Speakers included Samuel Gold- 
| wyn, Joseph M. Schenck, Y. Frank 
|Freeman, Frank Capra, Edward 
| Arnold, Sheridan Gibney, J. W. Gil- 
lette, C. G. Cooper and Bert Allen- 





|} berg. 


Newsreel Costs 


| 
| 
| which programs 


be- | 


Studios, guilds and crafts pledged | 


ference honoring Louis B. Mayer, | 


COMPLETES MORE 
THAN 50% FOR 


Suspicious of the Future (the 
Draft, Foreign Condi- 
tions), New Season’s Pro- 
ductions Considerably Ad- 
vanced 





400 PROMISED THIS YR. 





With the new film season scarcely 
six weeks old, Hollywood already has 
more than half its slated feature 
product for the year in cans, in the 
cutting room or shooting. Suspi- 
cious of the future, what with the 
draft and uncertain foreign condi- 
tions, the principal film companies 
have been forging forward at top 
speed to clear the deck of as much 
work as possible while the going is 
good. 

Hollywood’s 10 top studios have 
promised a total of about 400 feat- 
ures for 1940-41. Of these, more 
than a quarter, 121, have been re- 
leased or are on the shelf awaiting 
release date. Another 27, as of the 
end of last week, were before the 
cameras and 81 more were getting 
their shearing. 

Production is somewhat ahead of 
last year at the same time, although 
the early part of the 1939-40 season 
was noteworthy for the dispatch with 
were advancing. 
Usual slowdown in production after 
ithe first of the year was on a con- 
| siderably larger scale in 1940 than 
|customary in the past, and similar 
|phenomenon may be expected in 
| January, February and perhaps the 
| early part of March in 1941, 

There are somewhat fewer pic- 
| tures being made in 1940-41, although 
ithe reduction is nothing like what 





| was expected when the first shock of | 2 
|the loss of foreign markets was felt | 


|by the distribs in September and 
| October. Compared with the 400 
| promised for this season were 414 
jlast year. This picture, however, is 
somewhat blurred by films promised 
for last year but being made and de- 
| livered this season. Part of last year’s 
promised load of 414. of course, will 
never be made or delivered, and the 
same thing may be expected in 1940- 
41, althowgh producers, especially 
| indies working for major release, 
who are principal defaulters, were 
somewhat more conservative in mak- 
ing commitments 
Paramount in Best Shape 

Paramount appears to be in most 
advanced position of any studio on 
production, with virtually its entire 
| promised feature output of 33 up to 
the shooting category, or farther, or 
else in the advanced preparatory 
stage. Par actually has 15 pictures 
either in cans or awaiting release. 
Figures do not include westerns. 

Universal is probably next most 
advanced, with 13 of 43 features com- 
pleted and 15 more cutting. Warner 
Bros. has 15 of the 50 promised at 
the release point and 16 more in the 


HOLLYWOOD WELL UP ON 








New Interpretations on Wage-Hour 
Law Define Executive-Employees; 


Film Firms F ace New Problems 





The Millenium 


Usually there is a tempera- 
mental battle over screen credits 
in Hollywood, but not in the 
case of ‘The Long Voyage Home.’ 
In this picture John Ford, di- 
rector, shares his main title card 
with Gregg Toland, photogra- 
pher, Customarily the director’s 
name appears in lonely grandeur 
while the photographer is listed 
along with other technical 
credits, 

Ford liked Toland’s camera 
work so much that he violated 
an old Hollywood custom. 


Kelly New UA 
Sales Head; Gold, 
Schlaifer Az Iz 


Arthur W. Kelly, United Artists 
v.p. in charge of foreign sales, was 














{tion for the company by Murray 
| Silverstone, UA topper, 
(Tuesday). 


yesterday 


at once, with choice of Kelly’s suc- | 


|cessor in the foreign department 
| now being mulled. 
| Promotion of Kelly marks finis to 
long and tough intramural problem 
which Silverstone has had to face. 
| It was a choice between Harry Gold, 
v.p. in charge of eastern sales, and 
| Jack Schlaifer, v.p., in charge of the 
| western division, for the post of gen- 
eral salesmanager. 

With the conferring on Kelly of 
the top job, Gold and Schlaifer will 
remain as is and a solution has been 


| reached to the admittedly bad sit- | 


; uation of not having a single sales 
|head. Choice between Gold 
| Schlaifer was not only tough, 
embarrassing, because both men 
have been with UA for a long time 
land are highly held by the owners 
Kelly’s post as head of the 
foreign department had, of course, 


been becoming increasingly less im- |} 


portant as Hitler reduced available 
markets. He had been intending to 
go to Europe last spring to look after 
| things there more closely when the 
blitz on France switched his plans 

Status of Harry D. Buckley, an- 
other of the quartet of v.p.s, will not 
|be affected, Silverstone declared 
in his announcement : 
Buckley handles corporate affairs for 
VA. 


yesterday 


BETTE DAVIS STARTS 
IN JANUARY HEIGHTS’ 


editing rooms. Twentieth-Fox, with 
23 finished and nine being shorn, is 
also well up « the 52 it has slated 
RKO has 13 finished « of 44 prom- 
ised and five more cutting It also 
had the highest numbe seven, be- 
fore the cameras at week's end. 
Metro is about half fi hed on its | 


schedule of 50-52 


10 being cut Republic has 26 feat- | 
ures (not including wester ) carded 
and six done, while five re are in 
the cutting room. Columbia, with 


44 promised, has 10 finished and four 
being sliced. 

Figures on number of pictures 
promised are not in every case,pre- 
cisely accurate, as some companies 
have made changes since’ programs 
were announced during the spring, 
and all are keeping their commit- 
ments in a state of flux pending fu- 
ture events. 


BINNIE BOWS OUT 
Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Binnie Barnes and 20th-Fox dis- 
solved their contract by mutual 
‘agreement after three years 





ith 14 done and |} 


| Hollyv ood, Oct. 15. 
Bette Davis, back from her Nev 
Hampshire vacation. checked in yes- 


terday (Mon.) at Warners for a sta: 
spot in ‘January Heights.’ 

| Edmund Goulding directs, starting 
| Nov. 1, 


Ayres Gets Male Lead 
In ‘Maisie’ With Sothern 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Lew Ayres, currently in the ‘Doc- 
‘tor Kildare’ series, shifts temporarily 





| into a lighter vein as the male lead 


Most of her roles during the last | 


| 
| year were loanouts. 


opposite Ann Sothern in ‘Maisie Was 
a Lady’ at Metro. 

Edwin L. Marin, director, 
the picture before the lenses 
week, 


sends 
next 


a4 


| upped to chief of domestic distribu- } 


Shift becomes effective | 


and | 
but | 





Washington, Oct. 15 

Considerable red tape troubling 
film producers was slashed Sunday 
(13) when new interpretations of the 
wage-hour law were issued, but the 
outcome was more or less a draw be- 
tween the studios and the unions. 
Chief advantage is reduction in the 
amount of clerical work, although 
the revised definitions will exempt a 
substantial number of hired hands 
who formerly were entitled to extra 
pay whenever they worked beyond 
the regular limit. 

Effective on Oct. 24 when the 
standard work week drops to 40 
hours, the modifications approved by 
Col. Philip Fleming clear up many 
questions about who is a ‘profes- 
sional’ and the duties of an ‘admin- 
istrative’ workere In place of the 
former conundrums, though, many 
new puzzles will cause film indus- 
try lawyers to scratch their heads. 
| In general, run-of-mine white col- 
| lar help continues to enjoy the bene- 
| fits of the two-year-old statute, al- 
though many individuals who for- 
merly did not fit the definition of 
| ‘executive’ will be unable to collect 
extra compensation whenever they 
stay on the job more than the speci- 
| fied period. Radio will benefit more, 
| it was believed in trade association 
| quarters, but all industries which 
| have geared themselves to a 40-hour 
| week presumably will stay on that 
| basis pretty generally. 

No Difference 

The rulings will make no differ- 
| ance one way or the other to in- 
| dividuals covered by union contracts. 
| Scales fixed by collective bargaining 
|—in the film industry virtually every 
| hired hand makes more per hour or 
week than in any other line—are not 
|affected. If the pacts call for added 
| cash for individuals who, under the 
|new set of interpretations, would 
i be outside the statute, the employers 
| still will have to live up to their 
| promises, since the law does not in 
any way supersede such employ- 
| ment arrangements, 

Just how far the new definitions 
affect the film business is something 

(Continued on page 29) 


FRANKLYN WARNER’S FA 
| OUT OF DISTRIBUTION 





} 








Distributing end of Franklyn War- 
ner’s Fine Arts Pictures is to be 
abandoned, it is understood, at least 
temporarily, with the seven films it 
is now releasing going to Acus Films, 
N. Y., for further distribution. War- 
ner established FA early this year to 
ell pictures which he made for Grand 
National and which were returned to 
him when that outfit went bankrupt. 

FA has been inactive almost from 
tart with a whole program of 
promised by Warner not 
forthcoming. Warner, it is expected, 
may turn to indie production for 
major release, as he still has two pic- 
tures due RKO under a three-picture 
pact made last year. Warner's New 
York office, despite losing its status 
as a sales outlet, will be continued, it 
is said, as eastern g.h.q. for the out 
fit 


the 
4 € 


pictures 





Weismuller Ready For 


Next ‘Tarzan’ at M-G 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Johnny Weismuller climbs back 
into his tree at Metro this week 
after a summer in Billy Rose’s swim- 
ming pool on Treasure Island, San 
Francisco. Former Olympic champ, 
had been starred in Rose’s Aquacade 





Studio is readying another ‘Tarzan’ 
picture, with B. P. Fineman as pro- 
ducer and has been shooting animal 
and jungle backgrounds for several 

; months. 
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Producers Row Over Closed 
Door for Extras; Want Rolls 
Wide Open for Everybody 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Demand that the Screen Actors 
Guild reopen its membership books 
to extras is being mulled by the pro- 
ducers. Turndown of numerous ap- 
plications approved by executives 


is said to have caused enmity in the 
studios and talk of opening the 
closed-door policy for atmosphere 
players. 


Miff among the execs is reported 
to have followed a meeting of the 
SAG Council admittance committee 
last week in which a request appli- 
cation from E. H. Goldstein, general 
manager of Republic, was tossed out. 
At that time only three out of 50 
were admitted, and the three were 
old-timers seeking a return to pic- 
tures. 


Other producers, riled by the re- 
jection of their application requests, 
have pointed out that the basic SAG- 
Producer agreement provides for the 
continuance of open books for ex- 
tras. There was no objection when 
SAG, swamped with newcomers who 
were trying to break into pictures, 
notified the producers that the books 
would be closed. Several of the 
execs, noting @ tightening of admit- 
tance okays, suggested a demand that 
the rolls be thrown open to anybody 
who wants to be an extra. 


SAG Council, fearing that the 
jobs of professional extras will be 
jeopardized by a flood of part-time 
volunteers, is reported to be outlin- 
ing an appeal to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for protection. Sev- 
eral AFL leaders are understood to 
have been approached to assist the 
producers in the opening of the Class 
B membership lists, 

Hundreds Are Suspended 

To keep the B membership down 
to reasonable limits, the SAG-Pro- 
ducers Standing committee recently 
adopted a recommendation that ex- 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 

Warners renewed Marjorie Ram- 
beau’s contract. 

RKO lifted director option on Irv- 
ing Reis. 

Dick Clayton’s player 
picked up by Warners. 

Michele Morgan drew an acting 
ticket at RKO. 











option 


Warners hoisted Lester Cole’s 
option. 

Universal renewed Mischa Auer’s 
pact. 


Metro handed a player contract to 
Marjorie Main. 

Samuel S. Hinds got an option lift 
at Universal. 

Connie Gilchrist inked a player 
pact with Metro. 

Kenneth Alexander drew a stock 
contract at 20th-Fox. 

Universal handed an actor ticket to 
Charles Lang. 

Anne Froelick signed to a writer 
deal at Warners. 

Roy Harris sigged a player con- 
tract at Universal. 

Paramount put Dana Dale under 
contract. 

William Boyd inked a new con- 
tract to play westerns for Harry 
Sherman at Paramount. 

Paramount renewed Susanna Fos- 
ter for one year, 

Leif Erickson and Cordell Hickman 
checked off the Paramount contract 
list. 


WB WANTS ITS N. Y. 
REALTY TAXES CUT 


Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., and 
the Stanley Mark Strand Corp. filed 
a squawk with the N. Y. supreme 
court Friday (11) against the N. Y. 











tras who earned less than $10 in 1939 
be dropped from the books. As a 
further preventive of overcrowding, 
the Guild suspended hundreds of 
members who were two quarters be- 
hind in their payments of dues. 
Still another reduction is indicated 
among the western extras, who have 
been ordered to pass riding tests, or 
else. Among the 3,000 listed by the 


City Tax Commission, complaining 


| it was overassessed $2,602,500 on its 


| theatre property in New York. 
| Warners claims its property was 
| taxed at $6,321,500 for 1940, whereas 
the actual value is $3,719,000. 
| Property under dispute is the 
Warner Bros. warehouse at 617-27 
| West 54th street, assessed at $1,026,- 
| 500, while Warners claims the actual 


Guild, it is expected that from 1,500/ value to be $641,000; the Hollywood 
to 2,000 will be eliminated when) theatre, at 217-39 West 5lst street, 
asked to go through their stuff in the assessed at $1,125,000, with actual 
saddle. Some tests call for cowboy} worth claimed to be $600,000; the 
riding, others for English saddles,| Warner theatre, on Broadway, as- 
fox hunting and steeplechasing. | sessed at $750,000, with real value 
Trials will be held every Sunday | claimed at $350,000; and the Strand 
with John Burger, head of the SAG| theatre and office building, at Broad- 
work relations department, in su- way and 47th street, assessed at 


| Time, Please 





Hollywood, Oct. 15. 

‘California's All Right’ associa- 
tion swung into its campaign 
against the proposed daylight 
savings bill, with Arch M. 
Bowles handling the drive in 
San Francisco and W. H. (Bud) 
Lollier at the wheel in Southern 
California. 

Educational crusade against 
the changing of the clock is 
utilizing newspaper editorials, 
window cards and automobile 
stickers. One of the slogans is: 
‘California Knows What Time It 
Is.’ 








BIDDING FOR 
‘BELL TOLLS’ 


Twentieth-Fox and Metro are lead- 
ing the bidding—with most other 
companies eliminated by the high 
price—for screen rights to Ernest 
Hemingway's forthcoming novel, 
‘For Whom the Bell Tolls.’ Top tag 
on record for rights to a book, $154,- 


000, has been placed on Heming- 
way’s effort. It appears certain to 
be sold for film, although at consid- 
erably less than the asking price. 
Foreign situation has made studios 
wary of telephone number prices. 


Highest figure ever paid for a book 
was $110,000 passed out by RKO for 
‘Cimarron.’ Second top was $100,000 
Metro gave for Fannie Hurst’s ‘Great 
Laughter.’ Latter purchase was 
made at insistence of Irving Thal- 
berg and has been on the shelf ever 
since as result of his death a short 
time later. 


Hemingway book is due to be pub- 
lished in November and has an ad- 
vance print order of 200,000, of 
| which 140,000 are for a book-of-the- 
|month group. It is localed in the re- 
| cent Spanish civil war, put it could 

any war and the political and 

sex angles in it can be easily cleaned 
up, it is said by the studios. 
Metro’s Option 


Metro’s deal last week for ‘Mrs. 
Miniver.’ Jan Struthers’ novel which 
currently tops the best-seller list, 
was an option for three months for 
which the studio paid $5,000. If 
the sale is consummated—and M-G 
execs are more than willing to ad- 
mit it may never be—price for screen 
rights will be $40,000, 

Unusual nature of the book is 
causing the dubiousness at Metro, 
Since it has no running story, but is 
merely a series of incidents in the 
life of a good-natured English woman 
of 37 with three children. Story 
will have to be woven out of it. At 











20TH AND METRO 


OF PEOPLE AND PLACES" 


By The Skirt 





The Best Dressed Woman of the Week 
LE VERNE 
‘It Happened on Ice’ 
Centre Theatre 











Ice Show Slightly Wonderful 


Herbert Hoover got lots of snow dust in the first row of the Center 
Theatre Thursday night at the opening of ‘It Happened on Ice.’ Will Ha 
was with Mr. Hoover and when the skaters drew up to the front of the 
stage a shower of snow covered them to such an extent that after the 
first act they moved back to the tenth row. 


‘It Happened on Ice’ is lovely and, better still, it has Joe Cook. Great 
stuff this 1940 ‘comeback’ of the old timers. Here on Broadway are Al 
Jolson, Ed Wynn, Alan Dinehart and now Joe Cook. Still very funny altho 
not yet properly placed in a show that will undoubtedly be altered dras- 
tically before many performances. Up to the opening afternoon he wasn’t 
in the finale but he sneaked in and was there for the last curtain. A great 
job in remodelling by Norman Bel Geddes. Credits read like a theatri- 
cal directory, including Eaves, Helene Pons, John Boothand, Mme. 
Berthe, Raymond Bufano, Lerch and A. Shindhelm, I. Miller, Nat Lewis, 
Elizabeth Arden, Joan Clair, Dazians, Maharam, and Gladstone, Jessie 
Zimmer, Larry Sittenberg, E. Lewis Bauer, Rose Bogadonoff, Stagecraft 
Studios, Wm. Oterbein, Century Lighting Inc., and Eugene Braun. 


Is that a bunch of credits? The cost must have been staggering. Prob- 
ably a more elaborately dressed production hasn’t been done in New York 
since the old Hippodrome days. The materials and color schemes were 
breathtaking. The show is in ten episodes and from opening number 
dressed to the hilt. 


Skaters are in the old-fashioned hooped clothes very like a painting. 
The boys are not neglected either and even with the nervousness of a first 
night the good looking girls and boys seemed to be having fun. A happier 
bunch, and who isn’t happy on skates? Joan Edwards, a niece of Gus, 
singing with Felix Knight did what is known as a filler, that is if a set has 
to be struck there must be a coverup. And Miss Edwards was a good 
coverup. Her clothes were all lovely. The red jacket and black skirt was 
a foreground for the chorus in red and white striped skirts and black velvet 
bolero jeckets. Small hats had quills made of meline. Miss Edwards 
then wore a two grey shade gown long and full, beautifully draped. An 
Elizabethan dress was of an exquisite material of yellow with gold dots. 


Mary Jane Yeo a pretty skater was dressed in her first number in beige 
and brown, Hedi Stenuf another soloist wore some lovely skating costumes 
as did Le Verne. Here is a miss to reckon with, she is the last word in 
skating, not the usual pirouete type, but jitterbug. Lots of rhythm and 
sense of comedy. She did her one number in the fascinating Turkish 
pants draped and the bare waist line was topped by a gold embroidered 
bodice. Too little of this Le Verne girl. 


The chorus for the most part wore laquered wigs when they weren't in 
white wigs. The second act opening called ‘Your Presence Requested.’ 
The black velvet dress suits of the men proved a lovely background for the 
shimmering glass material of the girls’ dresses. The highlight was the 
finale done in copper. 

Among the first nighters at this show were, Eddie Cantor and Ida, Sonja 
Henie, Block and Sully, Joe Pincus, Alice Boulden, Mr. and Mrs. Saul B6¥n- 
stein, Mr. and Mrs. B. S. Moss, Leo Cook, Bobby Crawford and Mary, Mr. 
and Mrs. Damon Runyon. 





The Well Dressed Cowgirl 


The Rodeo has come back to the Garden with a better show than In 
former years although poorly routined. In the first place it starts too late. 
Especially at matinees. A 2:40 start has children tired, and restless by four 
o’clock, and they show it by their lack of enthusiasm. Also the public 
address system isn’t what it should be. Or it may be the fault of the an- 
nouncer, at any rate the names of the contestants were scarcely audible. 
The opening number, the parade of the horses and riders was a sight to 
behold, and how those entrants can ride. Having watched the Central 
Park Riders show light for years the riding of this bunch can be ap- 
preciated. Skig when a boy always broke the hearts of his instructors by 
insisting on the method of the Western mount. No posting for our 
Skig. As usual the girls coming to the New York Rodeo have always fas- 
cinated. This years bunch of girls consists of Alice Greenough, Pauline 
Nesbitt, Tad Lucas, Marge Greenough, Iva Dell Draksler and Mildred Mix 
Horner. They wear the cowgirl costumes and show a color sense by the 
many combinations. Blouses, trousers, chaps and ten-gallon hats are of 
one color or shades that go well together. Anyhow they look like what 
the well dressed women on a ranch must wear, 
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\ pervision, assisted by a committee of | $3,420,000, real value claimed $2,128,- | yetro’s request, Miss Struthers her- 
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riding judges to eliminate any pos-| 000. 
sibility of favoritism. 


Hardest tests will be those for| 


western riders which include range 
work, It is figured that about 500 
men and less than 100 women will 
register 100% in the exams. Trials 
are in line with the SAG plan to de- 
termine the ability of extras to per- 
form in posse and other swift mov- 
ing scenes in wild west pictures. 
Production, it was pointed out, is 
often delayed because incompetent 
riders endanger not only themselves 
but others working in the films. 


No Riding for Losers 


When the final scores are com- 
piled, they will be registered with 
Central Casting Corp. for reference 
in recommending candidates for rid- 
ing jobs. Losers in the trials will 


retain their full standing as extras | 


but will be removed from the horse- 
man or horsewoman classification. 


Screen Writers Guild began a 
checkup on film scribes to find out 
the exact percentage of Guild shop 
men in the studios when the SWG- 
Producers agreement went into ef- 
fect. Agreement provides that the 
percentage that prevailed at that 
time will continue during the six- 
month contract. It is estimated that 
SWG has a percentage of 80 or bet- 
ter on all lots. 

Assurance was issued by the Sound 
Technicians that Local 695 of the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes would be protected 
in case members were called for 
military service. All those called to 
the colors will receive a special U. S. 


withdrawal card suspending the pay- | 
ment of dues during their absence | 


and guaranteeing their seniority 


rights. 


At the same time Warners made 
its protest, the Intrastate Theatres 
|Corp., of 309-29 West 44th street, 
| filed a sim.lar protest, claiming it 
| was assessed $1,385,000 for property 
| worth $1,035,000 and asking a re- 
duction of $350,000. 


Gniffith’s OK Takeover 
Formally Consummate 


Dallas, Oct. 15. 

The deal by which R. E. Griffith 
Theatres took over the O. K. Cir- 
cuit has been completed, it is an- 
| nounced by R. I. Payne of the pur- 
| chasing group. The transaction, 
| called a $500,000 deal on Elm street 
(film row), was handled by Payne 
and Oscar Korn of O. K. Theatres. 

Involved in the deal were 18 
houses in 14 towns. 


LaCava’s U With Dunne 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Universal and Gregory LaCava 
have agreed on a one-picture pro- 
ducer-director deal for an Irene 
Dunne film. 
LaCava’s last stint for the studio 
| was ‘My Man Godfrey.’ 


‘Lady Eve’ in Work 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
‘Lady Eve’ went into production 
yesterday (Mon.) at Paramount with 
Barbara Stanwyck and Henry Fonda 
in the star spots. 
| Preston Sturges directs the Paul 
| Jones production. 


























self a short time ago tried her hand 
;at a treatment, but it wasn’t what 
was wanted. 

Metro has assigned two top-priced 
| writers to it, James Hilton and R. C. 
| Sherriff, in an endeavor during the 
| three-month option period to fashion 
|a yarn for Greer Garson, Miss Gar- 
son was featured with Robert Donat 
in Hilton’s ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ 
(M-G). 

Warner Bros. paid $8,000 for Ir- 
| win Shaw’s play, ‘The Gentle Peo- 
| ple,” which opened at the Belasco, 
| N. Y., in January, 1939, and ran for 
141 performances—1742 weeks. Fran- 
chot Tone and Sylvia Sidney were 
in it. 
| ‘Foundation Stone,’ novel by Lella 
| Warren, which is close to the top of 
the best-seller slate, is close to pur- 
| chase, probably by Metro. Three- 
|month option deal at $5,000, similar 
|to that on ‘Miniver,’ will probably 
be worked out. Story of the Civil 
War period, it resembles ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ in many respects. 

Charles R. Rogers acquired ‘Mer- 
maids on Parade,’ by William A. 
Pierce, for production at Columbia. 


Selznick’s ‘Thumbs Up’ 


Tag ‘Thumbs Up’ was registered 
last week by David O. Selznick. At 
his New York office it was said the 
|title has nothing to do with the 
Broadway musical of the same name 
some seasons back, nor has Selznick 
any other story to go with the label. 

Producer will return to the Coast 
from New York in a few weeks. His 
pians for production are still in- 
definite, it was said. 
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Short Report on Music Hall 
With only 28 in the ballet Florence Rogge of the Music Hall has clever 
faculty of making the stage look as though twice that number were taking 
part. The girls did look nice in the mauve meline, dotted with diamonds, 
Rockettes did a very short number in short skirts of some metallic material, 
the small puffed sleeves were rose as were the backs of the bodices. Hats 
and shoes were black and rose. 





Deanna Durbin In Old Vienna 


Deanna Durbin, now grown to woman’s estate, is all she promised to 
be. She has what it takes. In her latest, ‘Spring Parade’ in old Vienna 
before Hitler, she’s a peasant girl from the hills, wears the usual pic- 
turesque costumes and after arriving in Vienna and employed in a bakery 
the clothes are all long with aprons. One amusing scene is where the 
star is dressing and she must have put on at least a dozen petticoats. In 
a restaurant scene a dress is oddly made of ruschings with beadings 
of black velvet. Calling on the Emperor a suit is of that period, long 
skirt and short jacket, with becoming hat. At a court ball Miss Durbin’s 
gown, a low cut evening affair is very full of skirt with bertha effect 
of a soft rusching at the low corsage. It is notable that many hairdos are 
effected, all becoming. Gus Kahn has come through with many good 
numbers. Vera West did the costuming and did a swell job, especially 
in the ballroom scene. 





A Third Visit 


The Skirt saw ‘Life With Father’ for the third time recently at the 
Empire theatre. Those redhead kids get (being one of four reds herself) 
the Skirt. And it’s not only the kids, it’s Dorothy Stickney and Howard 
Lindsey. Running a full season already, this show will likely hang up 
another record. House capacity and giggles and guffaws aplenty. 

It’s wonderful to be able to laugh these days. The bustles and polonaise 
decade costumes become Miss Stickney, who wears them well and is a rare 
picture especially in the white embroidery one in the last act. The black 
velvet ribbons adorning the waist added the right touch. Ruth Hammond 
and Mary Skinner were most picturesque in same type of costume. 





Their Recipes: 
Mary Margaret McBride’s Femington Chocolate cake: 

Sift two cups cake flour, two cups powdered sugar. Four teaspoons 
baking powder, pinch sait. Sift all together three times. Melt over water 
six pieces bitter chocolate with one half cup butter. With an egg beater 
beat three eggs with one and a half cup milk, add this slowly to the flour 
mixture, then add melted chocolate. Add teaspoon vanilla. 

Bake in two nine-inch buttered and prepared cake tins. 

Icing. Melt six pieces bitter chocolate with one eighth cup warm milk, 
two cups confectioners sugar, little vanilla and heat to a fudge consistency. 
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ELECTION STALLS DECREE 





‘Consent Decree Most Disgusting 


Thing In Our Biz—Kuykendall 





By HARRY MARTIN 
Memphis, Oct. 15. 

Describing the ‘consent decree is 
the most disgusting thing in our busi- 
ness today,’ Ed Kuykendall, presi- 
dent of Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America, told MPTOA of Ar- 
kansas, Mississippi and Tennessee 
members in convention here yester- 
day that ‘turmoil is inevitable’ if the 
agreement is approved. 


‘I am deeply concerned by this 
whole trend toward Government in- 
tervention and regulation,’ he said. 
‘It cannot make for a healthy pro- 
gram, There has never been so 
much disagreement in our business 
as there is today. We must have 
more cooperation between distribu- 
tor and exhibitor or we are headed 
for disaster. 

‘Today more than ever I am firm in 
the conviction that the distributors 
are the cause of all these lawsuits 
and trouble we are having. Either 
through stupidity or stubborness 
they refused to go along on the 10- 
point MPTOA program years ago 
that would have averted all this dis- 
turbance, and that contained about 
65% of the present Government de- 
cree. 

‘The Neely Bill is out for this ses- 
sion of Congress, but something else 
is sure to follow unless we put our 
house in order. As for the consent 
decree, everyone knows they have 
gotten completely away from what 
they started out to do—eliminate un- 
fair monopoly hurting the little fel- 
low and improving movie service to 
the public. This does neither. 

Things Objectionable 
things in it are objection- 
able. Some points are so vague as 
not to be at all understandable. 
These secret sessions got under my 
skin, by the way. We were not par- 
ties to the suit, of course, but our 
business was being 
was our money they were shuffling 
around behind those doors. We ex- 


Many 
‘Many 


hibitors should have had some voice. | 


Technically the judge was correct 
when he said we had no right to par- 
ticipate. but common sense would 
have worked the other way. 

‘This selling in blocks of five is all 
wrong. It will create a seller’s mar- 
ket and place the small buyer entire- 
ly at the mercy of the distributors. 
It will cause turmoil in this busi- 
ness.’ 

Kuykendall described the arbitra- 
tion feature as ‘another dangerous 
development that would place our 
business in the hands of outsiders.’ 

‘The Department of Justice has 
shown a complete lack of under- 
standing of this business,’ he said, 
‘and when it is all over, signed, 
sealed and delivered, it is the exhib- 
itor who will be the goat. We face 


a real problem, whatever happens. I | 


am very pessimistic about the effects 
generally.’ 

The MPTOA president said ‘gen- 
rally higher admissions are impos- 
sible unless we are to have a gener- 
ally higher quality of product.’ Fore- 
casting a snortage of product,*he 
urged tri-state exhibitors to ‘conserv¢ 
your better pictures: get all ‘he 
money you can out of each one.’ 

Plug for the Trade Press 

The trade press came in for a bow 
when he urged showmen to ‘read the 
trade papers, so you will know what 
is QOing on; they’re doing a great 
job.” But a moment later he rapped 
‘movie fan magazines’ for ‘destroy- 
ing the glamor of this industry by 
8iving away too many secrets and 
too much of the background of movie 
making.’ 

‘The studios generally are doing a 
8reat job under the circumstances 
and I think it most important that 
we keep our quarrels away from 
Hollywood,’ he said. 

Warning owners that ‘we must 
face the possibility of army thea- 
tres’ in discussing the effect of the 
Preparedness program on_ business, 
he said ‘this is okay unless they take 
these theatre projects too far. Dur- 
ing the last war, it got to where in- 
Stead of the boys coming in to town 
to take a girl to the movies, the 
8irls went out the camps to attend 

(Continued on page 29) 
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AFL Scores One 


Washington, Oct. 15. 
Anether A. F. L. victory in the 
motion picture studios chalked 
up Monday (14) with designa- 
tion by the National Labor Re- 
lation Board of the Brotherhood 





of Painters, Decorators and 
Paper Hangers of America, Local 
No. 644, as sole bargaining 


representative of scenic artists 
and assistant scenic artists work- 
ing in nine Hollywood Motion 
picture studios. 

Based on a secret ballot elec- 
tion conducted Sept. 26-27, 
agreement was reached when 58 
votes were cast for the A. F. L. 
union against 16 for Scenic Arts 
Association of America, Inc. 

Companies expressing a pref- 
erence for the union were War- 
ner Bros., RKO, 20th-Fox, Co- 
lumbia, Loew’s, Universal, Gold- 
wyn, Paramount and Roach. 








BY NLRB ON 
PIX CLERKS 


Washington, Oct. 15. 





dealt with. It | 


Tossup over the collective bargain- 
ing agency with which clerical em- 
of Hollywood film 


ployees seven 


studios wish to do business was oOr-| 


|dered Wednesday (9) by the Na- 
|tional Labor Relations Board. 


Roughly snubbing the American 
Federation of Labor, the board of- 
fered scribblers and _ typewriter- 


pounders, etc., a choice between two 
unaffiliated unions—Screen Office 
Employees Guild or the Fox Guild. 
Federation, however, won its argu- 
ments that casting directors and as- 
sistants were not entitled to the bal- 
lot. 

Within 30 days 
ers and other clerical help at Co- 
lumbia, Metro, RKO, Republic, Hal 
Roach, Universal and Walter Wanger 
studios will make up their minds on 
whether they want to deal with their 
through S. O. E. G. Mean- 
the 20th Century-Fox gang 
choose between the latter com- 
union and the 20th C. studio of- 
fice employees Guild. Petitions for 
elections at Selznick and Samuel 
Goldwyn studios were tossed out by 
the board. 


Position of 


bosses 
while, 
will 

pany 


the Federation of La- 


bor ‘is not clear,’ the board observed, 
10ting a scrap over the assertion that 


any person performing casting work 


is either a director or assistant di-| 


ctor 
rec.o., 


Barred from the elections are: 
( irectors and assistants, out- 
engers in transportation de- 

ment, laborat 


ry shipping clerks, 
tt clerks, personal secretaries to 


‘ral production man- 


ers, treasurers, public relations di- 
ectors, legal department heads, 
comptrol and others with the 
right to hire or fire and a chance 
to recommend concerning employ- 
ment. 





PAR’S BACKLOG OF PIX 
GOES TO PHONOVISION 


Paramount has negotiated a deal 
with Phonovision, jukebox company 
headed by Sam Sax and Frank Or- 
satti, under which it will make 
available to Phonovision all its 


shorts material produced to date and, | 


from time to time as desired, will 
produce additional film for the com- 
pany. 

For 


some years Par has also 


turned over rights to 16 mm. manu- | 


; facturers, including feature product. 


AFL BRUSHOFF 


the pencil-push- |} 


7% en ene 


GONGENT’ MAY 
LAG PAST NOV. 





Attorneys, Both for the 
Government and the Five 
Major Film Producers- 
Distributors 





WILL PRESS OTHER 3 COS. 





an impasse on the proposed consent 
decree, with continued bickering be- 
tween attorneys of the Government 
and five major producer-distributors, 
the final draft of the settlement 


court for consideration until after 
the election. That is Nov 5. Whether 
or not a new administration in 
Washington would change the status 
of the situation is something else 
again. 

In addition to fussing over lan- 
| Zuage of the consent decree and, as 
|jocularly commented in one quar- 
ter, probably the placement of a 
couple commas, it is reported that 
meetings during the past week have 
also been concerned with the posi- 
tion of the Government 
other anti-trust actions, such 
against the Schine, Griffith and 
Sudekam circuits, which are inde- 
pendent. Thurman W. Arnold, head 
of the D. of J. anti-trust division, in- 
formed major company attorneys 
that it was the Government’s inten- 
| tion to prosecute the three suits. 

With exhibitor forces prepared to 
pitch into battle. when and if a 
consent decree reaches Judge Henry 
| W. Goddard, who has jurisdiction in 
the matter in N. Y. federal 
the campaign against certain pro- 
visions of the agreement, notably 
|sales of pictures in groups of five, 
is growing in force each day. Due 
to lack of accord on the 
decree between attorneys who met 
several days last week and also 
Monday (14), postponement of sub- 
|mission to the court, if then ready, 
has been taken to Oct. 22. 

Bob Wilby, southeastern Para. 
mount partner, and Fred Kent, 
counsel for the E. J. Sparks circuit 
|in Florida, also affiliated with Par, 
were in New York last week girding 





as 





for a fight against the decree on 
the courtroom floor but, learning 
there would be an adjournment, they 
left Friday night (11). Wilby re- 


turned to Atlanta and Kent to Jack- 


sonville to await the definite date 
when the decree would be placed 
in Judge Goddard’s hand 
Spokesmen 
| Wilby and Kent are acting as 
| spokesmen for all the Par partners 


|in the vast domain of theatres which 
make up the Par exhibition branch. 
It is understood and on authority 


believed legal that Wilby and Kent 
will have standing in Judge God- 
i dard’s court because they and other 
Par partners are indirectly de- 
fendants in the Government suit 
nce ty against Pa ind il] t 
r K -W Spar] 
cuit 1e! are i these 
Wp t 
T} De f the 4 é tl t 
have to eek interve m or come 
1 unde! aml¢ cul f (i! nda oi 
the court n \ \ I a \ to 
rendering the O} ! to J é 


| Goddar d. 

| While inde pendent e 
| groups throughout the country con- 
|tinue their protests against the five- 
|picture group selling plan, as out- 
lined in the decree as a substitute for 
the existing methods of blockbook- 
ing and blind-selling, the film com- 
pany defendants have shifted their 
gun-sights to detailed analysis of the 
potentialities of the arbitration 
clauses. 


xhibito. 


Execs Vehement 

It is known that several top exec- 
utives who read the decree draft in 
printed form raised vehement ob- 
| jection to some of the language de- 
fining the issues subject to arbitra- 
tion on the ground that inexperienced 
} (Continued on page 29) 


+ 
| 
Bickering Continues Between 


Reaching what may develop into | 


agreement now may not reach the} 


court, | 


consent | 





Par Not Selling Away From WB In 


~ Philly Zone, Stalemate Overcome: 


NW Allied-MG Parley 


Other Deals 





80% SWG Shop 


Checkup by Screen Writers 
Guild reveals better than 80% 
‘Guild shop’ at all studios when 
the contract with producers be- 
came operative last week. It 
assures writers that ratio of stu- 
dio scribes during the life of the 
six-month contract. 

Screen Actors Guild board 
voted to issue suspended mem- 
bership cards to those called 
into military service which car- 
ries with it waiver dues pay- 
| ment until mustered out. 











hoods or adjacent to Philadelphia 
| proper has not been in opposition 


AGAIN 


regarding | 





Use of double titles on major 
company product, which has flared 
in recent weeks on 42d street (N. Y.) 
theatre marquees, is a new source of 
annoyance to distributors. The 
switches such as ‘Fist of Vengeance’ 
as the second tag for ‘The Champ,’ 
and ‘Assignment to Murder’ for 
‘Roaring Twenties’ concern major 
company product. In the past the 
alternative tag was used on pictures 
from independents or handled by 
state-righters since no longer dis- 
tributed by the original major dis- 
tributor. 


Copyright experts in New York 
believe that such title usage even 


though ‘quotes’ often are omitted in- 
vites damage suits. Sooner or later, 
they claim, the use of a title held by 
another company is certain to bring 
down the law. Such a suit would be 
solely against the exhibitor unless 
shown that the original distributor 
agreed to use of a secondary title. 
In the bulk of cases, where the al- 


ternative title is employed along 
with the original one, distributors 
disclaim any authorization They 


contend the exhibitors are doing it 
strictly on their own responsibility. 
Idea back of splashing the lobby 


and marquee with these alternative 
tags, of course, plays the customer 


| for a sucker. He’s led into believing 
he will see a new picture, especially 
when the second title gets an equally 
prominent play with the copyrighted 
one or is played up above the real 


title. Copyright Protection Bureau 
people say that it is entirely up to 
the distribuor to make the squawk 
since they own the original tit 

Other recent econdar titl - 
clude ‘Andy and Judy Go To To 
for ‘Andy Hardy Meets a Deb i 
‘Kil f Smuggle1 for ‘D nd 
Fi 


LOEW’S BUYS PIX FOR 
BUFFALO POOL WITH PAR 


A di been closed betweer 
Paral! ! nd Loe under which 
the latte imes all buying-book- 
ing duties for the theatres in the 
Buffalo area grouped in Buffalo The- 
atres, Inc., formerly Publix-Shea, 
operated by Vincent McFaul. Loew’s 
holds a one-third interest in the 
group, numbering around 15 thea- 


tres 


McFaul was in New York during 


the past week on the deal which 
turns over all buying and booking 
for the houses to Loew’s. They are 


located in Buffalo and several near- 
by towns, including Niagara Falls 
and Tonawanda. 

Paramount continues in  oper- 
ating control of the houses, with Mc- 
Faul remaining in charge as gen- 
}eral manager, without change. 





Following lengthy negotiations 
which, it was reported over the 
weekend, were bogging down and 
|'might result in Paramount selling 
away from Warner Bros. in the 
Philadelphia area, the two com- 
|panies have reached an agreement 
covering Par’s 1940-41 product. 
| In stating yesterday (Tues.) that a 
|deal satisfactory to both sides had 
| been completed, Neil F. Agnew, v.p. 





|in charge of distribution for Par, 
| added that the negotiations had 


inever been off though a deal has 
‘been in work for some time. Agnew 
;also asserted that reports from 
Philadelphia that Par was selling 
{away from Warners in that key were 
not correct in view of the fact there 
had not been a break in the prod- 
, uct negotiations. 

| Sale of Par product in neighbor- 


to Warner theatres, the Par distri- 
bution chieftain saying that no con- 
tracts have been received that are 
| with houses in conflict with WB. 
Par contract with WB is for one 
year, as all are now in view of the 


proposed consent decree. Asked if 
Par got a better deal from WB's 
Philadelphia circuit for the °'40-41 


season, Agnew said that he hoped it 
was ‘a good deal for both of us.’ 


Threatened Selling Away 
Philadelphia, Oct. 15. 
Sweigert, Philly branch 
for Paramount, had an- 
nounced on Friday (11) that Para was 
‘selling away from Warners this sea- 
son.’ This unprecedented move came 
on the heels of reports that negotia- 
| tions between Paramount and the 
| Stanley-Warner circuit over a con- 
tract for 1940-41 product had reached 

a stalemate. 

Ted Schlanger, S-W zone chief, 
said that the chain had been unable 
to get together with Paramount but 
hoped that the differences ‘could be 
ironed out.’ He refused to comment 


Earle 


manager 


on Sweigert’s ‘selling away’ an- 
nouncement. 
It was reported that Parmount 


might take over the Erlanger, a longs 


closed legit house, for the first-run 
showing of its product, but Sweigert 
refused to comment on this phase. 


‘Nothing has been done along that 
line yet,’ Sweigert said. 


Northwest Indies Try 
Amelioration With M-G 


Minneapolis, Oct. 15 
Northwest Allied has decided to 
try to gain its goals with the dis- 
tributors through arbitration instead 
of line with this 


fighting and, in 


Olicy, Tv City independent exhib- 
t members of the organization, 
ot together witht Jack Flynn, Metro 
ti nanage two conferences 
rt to tain Treille f° 
I l } ird t ( é er 
r f thi —_ ; P 
r T ti 1@y ™ he ¢ f 
nerally n ! ( - 
It v } é oO ) Mi 
» Northwest h id |] ‘ efit 
Britis} ra t t 
oO! f! U >. 
G el ne t defe ri r » - 
ing here 


Previous to the Flynn ec 
two Northwest Allied representatives 
went to Chicago toe ask W. F. Rogers, 
M-G general sales manager, to alter 
the company’s rental and percentage 
demands, but thus faz 
been forthcoming, as 
learned. 

Here Flynn listened respectfully to 
the exhibitor plaints. It was hoped 
by the exhil that he at least 
would carry back their story to the 
home-office. Fi the confer- 
was & 
discussion of common problems. On 
the produce1 it was pointed 
out that new sources of income must 
be found to replace those cut off as 
the result of foreign market losses if 
(Continued on page 29) 


miierences, 


no relief has 
far as can be 
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Upstate N.Y. Indies Form Own 
Exhib Organization; Bids Fair To 


Become Strongest Unit In MPTOA 





Laying plans to organize New 
York State into what promises to 
become the most powerful unit in 
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of America, leaders of the western 
part of the state headed by A. C. 
Hayman, Buffalo independent, are 
extending the scope of their activi- 
ties as far east as the Albany sector. 
Meantime, Allied Theatre Owners of 
New York, of which Max A. Cohen 
is president, has affiliated with the 
MPTOA. 

Allied States Assn., headed by Col. 
H. A. Cole of Texas and more on the 
radical side than the MPTOA, is not 


—-4 


Flack in Flight 





Hollywood, Oct. 15. 

Film exploitation has devel- 
oped wings, flitting from coast to 
coast and dropping  pubicity 
bombs on intervening points. 
Current record holder is John 
LeRoy Johnston, who has winged 
26,000 miles in six weeks, show- 
ering plugs in various cities for 
two Walter Wanger pictures, 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ and 
‘The Long Voyage Home’. 

He has flown across the con- 





organized in N. Y. state, with re- 
sult every indication is that the 
MPTOA and affiliated circuits that 


° . . ° ' 
are a part of it, is moving in for | 


almost complete control. In other 
words, the MPTOA is laying siege to 
N. Y. state to the exclusion of Allied, 
with which it doesn’t get along so 
well. 

Cohen’s Allied Theatre Owners or- 
ganization was formerly in the Al- 
lied States Assn. camp, but Cohen, 
disagreeing with Col. Cole, Abram 
Myers and other leaders in the or- 
ganization, stepped out last summer. 
He tied up with the MPTOA about 


tinent four times since July 31. 


‘TUGBOAT ANNIE’ GETS 
OFFICIAL TACOMA TOGA 


Seattle, Oct. 15. 

World premiere of “‘Tugboat Annie 
Sails Again’ has been set for Friday 
(18) at Tacoma. Mayor Harry Cain 
has proclaimed it to be Tugboat 
Annie Day, with waterfront tradi- 
tions of the northwest carried out in 
street decorations, a marine parade, 














two months ago. Cohen’s member- 
ship of around 200 is mainly in the 
lower part of the state, including 
Greater New York, while the new 
organization upstate will embrace 
territory in which his outfit doesn’t 
function. 
Setup 

New organization, known as Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of New 
York State, Inc., is an outgrowth of 
the old MPTO of Western New York. 


Jules Michael, now dead, was presi- | 


dent of this unit in the MPTOA for 
many years, being succeeded last 
year by Hayman, who operates the 
Lafayette, Buffalo, and houses in sur- 
rounding towns. It has been a very 
active organization (but has con- 
fined itself to the Western N. Y. area 
and exhibs served out of the Buffalo 
exchanges. 


branches, this point being wedged in 
between N. Y. City and Buffalo, 
whereas under the new organization 
move the entire state will be in the 
MPTOA column for strong represen- 
tation, affiliated circuits being in- 
cluded in the present move to solid- 
ify the whole state. These include 
Vincent R. McFaul of Paramount, 
operating theatres in the Buffalo 
area; Louis Golding, division man- 
ager upstate for the Fabian circuit 
which is hooked in with Par; and 
Charles Smakwitz, Warner district 
manager in the Albany territory. 
Great additiona] strength is 
through the membership and support 
of Louis Schine, who has been a 
member of the MPTO of Western 
N. Y. Schines have a couple pools 
with RKO and Par. 

The N.Y. state territory to which 
the MPTOA is laying siege while 
Allied has done virtually nothing to 
gain a foothold within it, is 
great 
cause it has more theatres than any 
other state but because the vast ma- 
jority are independent. Of the 1,423 
theatres, with a total seating ca- 
pacity of 1,380,606, less than 5% are 
in the major producer-distributor 
cglumn. Schine circuit is the most 
powerful among the indie circuits in 
the state and support of this chain 
is viewed as being of vast importance 
in the wielding of exhib association 
power. 

Hayman Heads It 

The MPTOA of New York State, 
incorporated during the past week, 
has Hayman as president, while 
other incorporators include J. Myer 
Schine (brother of Louis), McFaul, 
N. J. Basil, G. J. Samuel, H. G. Dille- 
muth, and, as counsel, Sidney B. 
Pfeiffer. 
bany last week, attended by Ed 
Kuykendall, president of the 
MPTOA, who sounded the call for a 
united front as a means of making 
the voice of exhibitors felt in de- 
termining future policies and the ex- 
tent of governmental control or in- 
terference in the industry. 
Kuykendall was critical of the con- 


lent | 


of 
importance not entirely be-| 


A meeting was held in Al- 


banquets and dances. 

Marjorie Rambeau, Alan Hale, 
Ronald Reagan and Donald Crisp 
| are scheduled to come on from Hol- 
| lywood for personal appearances at 
the three Hamrick theatres, Roxy, 
| Broadway and Bluemouse. 
| Original yarn by Norman Reilly 
| Raine was inspired by Thea Foss, of 
Tacoma, but the Tacoma mayor 
pointed out that the film reflects 
| credit on Seattle and other Puget 
Sound ports. Large delegations from 
| here are planning to attend. ‘Tug- 


| boat Annie Day’ will be an annual | 


event hereafter officially. 





‘Ernst Toller’s Estate 





| Suit of George Garfield, as admin- 


istrator of the estate of Ernst Toller, 
against James Roosevelt, United 
Artists Corp. and Grand National 
| Pictures, Ltd., has been discontinued 
|and settled out of the N. Y. federal 
|court. Action charged infringement 
lof Toller’s book, ‘Pastor Hall,’ in 
|the GN film of the same name. Suit 
sought an injunction, accounting of 
profits and damages. 

Action was settled by H. William 
| Fitelson, of Fitelson & Meyers, at- 
torney for Grand National, who was 
|successful in his contenticn that an 
agreement was in existence for the 
rights to reproduce the book. All 
|monies accruing for the benefit of 
Toller’s estate will be paid to Gar- 
field with an immediate payment 
!made of $2,500 plus 5% 
| National’s gross on the film. Glass 
|& Lynch represented the plaintiff. 





Wurtzel’s Near-Washup 


} Hollywood, Oct. 


| 


15. 


| vate Detective.’ 


Three pictures remaining on 


‘ ‘ , ‘co 
Uncensored’ and ‘Sleepers East.’ 


of New York State will be at Buffalo, 
where Hayman, president, makes 
headquarters, divisional 


'A state convention 
next June. 

Ne Clash with N.Y. Allied 
There will be no conflict 
_Cohen’s Allied Theatre Owners of 
|N.Y., headquartering in N.Y. City, 
_ with the MPTOA, in effect, having 
|two units within the borders of the 
\big state. In fact, Cohen and Hay- 
|man have been working together 
_ closely right along and previously 
| agreed not 
|other’s territories so far as member- 


| 


| Settles “Pastor’ Suit, short Nov. 10. 


Each distributor maintatins Albany | 


of Grand | 


Sol M. Wurtzel washed up nine of 
the 12 pictures assigned to his exec- 
utive schedule at 20th-Fox with the 
completion of ‘Michael Shayne, Pri- 


the 
Wurtzel slate are ‘Ride On, Vaquero,’ 


offices will} 
be opened at Albany and Syracuse. | 
is planned for | 


with | 


to encroach on each | 


Korda, Small Split Studio 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Alexander Korda and Edward 
Small split first call for production 
space on the General Service lot for 
the next year. 








rental for that length of time. 

Other producing companies are 
allowed secondary space reservations 
|when the Korda and Small outfits 
|are not in work. 


BRANCH MGRS. 
RED CROSS 
CO-OP 


Designating their branch man- 
|agers as district coordinators, the 
|major film companies will handle 
the distribution and booking on a 
nationwide scale of the special pic- 


| ture which the industry is contrib- 


| uting for the picture business’ Amer- 
| ican Red Cross membership cam- 
| paign starting Nov. 11. Major L. E. 
| Thompson, v.p. of RKO, is chair- 
man of the drive. 

All production costs were con- 
| tributed by Warner Bros. studios, 
| which planned and made the film 
| especially for the industry’s Red 
| Cross campaign. Deanna Durbin, 
| whose singing of ‘Rose of No Man’s 
Land’ is featured, and other stars 
| appearing, gratis, made the _ short 
| possible. 
| Eastman Kodak Co. donated 2,000,- 
| 000 feet of film for prints while Du- 
Pont contributed 300,000 feet. Con- 
sOlidated Film Industries is making 
the prints. 

District coordinators (branch man- 
agers) in each of 31 distributing 
zones will handle bookings in their 
territories. Prints will be forwardey 
to designated film exchanges in 
plenty of time to start showing the 











| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| 








‘MPTOA CONVENTION 
UNLIKELY THIS YEAR 


It is very improbable that the Mo- 

tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
| America will hold an annual con- 
| vention this year, which will make 
|it two in a row that the exhibitor 
| association has not had a mass pow- 
| wow of its members. 

The fact that theatre grosses are 
not up to expectations and exhibs 
are worried concerning their busi- 
ness, something to which they are 
giving constant attention now, is 
ascribed as one of the reasons. Every 
national convention usually costs 
each member exhib $200 to $300, in 
addition to their time. The last was 
held two years ago this fall in Okla- 
homa City. 
| A board meeting is likely for 
|later this fall at an undesignated 
| place. One was held a year ago at 
White Sulphur Springs, Va. 


Arch Reeve Out as Ad 
Manager for 20th in N.Y. 


Arch Reeve, advertising manager 





a 








Combination agreed | 
to guarantee the studio a minimum | 


| presently 
|in selling Metro product. 


2 New Houses in Cincy; Dixie Very 
Active; Other Theatre Construction 





Fogs to Order 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 

Fog machine, developed to 
produce an American mist for 
Frank Capra’s ‘Meet John Doe,’ 
has gone in for {international 
weather. Its next job is to 
spread pea-soup clouds over the 
Thames River in the Warner 
picture, ‘South of Suez’, 

Apparatus, said to be an im- 
provement over the old fog- 
makers, works on the automobile 
carburetor principle and can 
produce heavy weather in any 
language. 


METRO’S FIELD STAFF 
AT ALL-TIME PEAK 


Convinced that active cooperation 
with exhibitors, but via regular field 
men is beneficial, Metro’s exploita- 
tion division headed by W. R. Fer- 
guson is now the largest in its his- 
tory. Thirty representatives now are 
regularly assigned to posts out in the 
field, as compared with only 24 last 
year. 

Previous to launching the cam- 
paign on ‘Gone,’ Metro had around 
20 such representatives, but three 
were added then and the others sub- 
sequently. Attitude of Meiro is that 
with so many percentage films being 
played, it is for the distributor's 
benefit to have strong, active co- 











operation with exhibitors. In this 
regard, too, the company has not 
overlooked the importance of the 


independent exhibitor, 
assisting 


three 
indie operations 





Training Field Cinema 
Doing Big Biz Already 


San Antonio, Oct. 15. 

Dodd field recruits are now attend- 
ing picture showings in their own 
theatre. With the rapid growth of 
the local fields, need was felt for this 
post to have a house of its own. 
Within four days after work 
started, the theatre staged its first 
performance. Although it has canvas 


house {is full every evening. 

Seating capacity is 
show is changed daily. 
charged 15c admission, 





SETTLE LAB STRIKE 


Jack Cosman Gives in on Vacations 
to Men 





Six-day strike at Producers Labo- | 


ratory, N. Y., was settled by arbitra- 
tion Monday (14) afternoon. Pick- 
ets who paraded in front of the 





for 20th-Fox at the home office, re- | 


Signed yesterday (Tues.) and as soon 
as he clears up matters demanding 
his attention here, he will return to 
the Coast. He has maintained a 
home out there ever since transfer- 


Fox studio. 
charge of publicity and advertising 
at Paramount in Hollywood. 


a successor as yet, it is stated. 


Back in the Stirrups 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Bill Boyd is riding the range again 
in Paramount’s ‘Doomed Caravan’ 








sent decree, saying that apparently |ship and activity were concerned.| for the first time since he broke a 


it had been drafted by producer and 
Government attorneys with little 
thought to the wishes of the exhibi- 
tor. He also blasted the provision 
concerning sales of film in blocks of 
five. 

While headquarters of the MPTO 


j 


| tt was also agreed that the two or- 
| ganizations, Allied and the former 
| MPTO of Western N.Y. would work 
; together for the common good, in- 
‘cluding on legislation. 
'unit has always been 
| islative matters. 


active on leg- 


leg five months ago when his horse 
| bumped into a tree in the same pic- 
| ture. 

| Harry Sherman led a troupe of 


ring east six years ago from the 20th- | 
He previously was in | 


| spurt beginning Nov. 1. 
No consideration has been given to | 





Hayman’s | 150 to the Kernville location for the | 


| building housing the lab on both 
| Broadway and Seventh avenue at 
| 48th street were called off and re- 
;sumed work yesterday (Tuesday) 
|after having been out since 


previous Tuesday. 
| 
} 
|the terms of the contract with it 


| were entitled to one week’s vaca- 
| tion with pay between May 1 and 
Sept. 30 and Jack Cosman, op of the 
lab, refused to give it to them. Cos- 


man maintains he had the option of | 


giving it whenever he chose. Settle- 
ment gave each of the employes a 
week’s pay without further time off. 


Lull Before the Spurt 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 

Production at 20th-Fox slows 
down during the last two weeks of 
this month, preparatory to a new 
Comple- 
tion of three pictures this week 
leaves only one feature, ‘Western 
Union,’ on the active list. 

Among the starters on Nov. 1 are 


‘Rings on Her Fingers’ and ‘Breach | 


of Discipline’. 





‘Keeping Company’ Starts 
Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
First production chore by Samuel 
Marx under his new Metro contract, 
‘Keeping Company,’ went into work 
with John Shelton and Ann Ruther- 
ford heading the caét. 
Story is authored by Herman J. 


final outdoor scenes after shooting | Mankiewicz, and S. Sylvan Simon 
| indoors at the studio for two weeks. | directs. 


men | 


was 


walls and a star-studded ceiling, | 


750 and the | 
Soldiers are | 


the | 


Union maintains that its men by 


> 





Cincinnati, Oct. 15. 
The Vogue, new 600-seat theatre 
in Hartwell, opened Saturday (12) 
as the fourth nabe operated here by 
*\Maurice A. Chase. His other houses 


are the Avon, Crescent and Rose- 
lawn. 
Opening of the Times, 640-seat 


cinema on the former Times-Star 
building site at Sixth and Walnut, 
downtown, is set for Oct. 23. It wil] 
be operated by Ike Libson, Cincy 
theatre exec and director of RKO 
theatres here and in Dayton, O. 
Scale will be 20 and 30c and policy 
will be second runs. Taft estate owns 
the Times, which is in a store build- 
ing. 


Dixie Construction 


Spartanburg, S. C., Oct. 15. 
Carolina Amus Co. has signatured 
lease for two 25-year periods on up- 
town lot as site for new house. Con- 

struction plans not yet announced. 





| J. M. Reynolds, Jr. and WwW. 
'R. Boswell, operators Greenland, 
'Greensboro, Ga, plan new 660- 
seater. 


New Ritz being built at Starke, 
Fla., opens Jan. 1. House, a 1,000- 


'seat layout, will be managed by 
George Manassa. c 
New State, Timmonsville, S. C., 


opens this month. Seats 800. 

Hugh Richards building new $17,- 
000 house at Carrollton, Ga. 

Old Wallace, Bradenton, Fla., be- 
ling remodeled as addition to Sparks 





'chain. Palace at Bradenton, Fla., 
being modernized, new marquee, 
etc. Harvey Botto manager. 


Ritz, Greenville, S. C., also being 
|remodeled. Fred Curdts manager. 

Fred Reid, former manager State, 
Spartanburg, now managing State, 
| Wilby-Kincey chain, Hendersonville, 
|N. C. 
|} Beach, new Miami Beach unit in 
|S. A. Lynch-Paramount chain, set 
for Dec. 1-15 opening. Seats 1,600. 
J. W. English, owner-operator, 
building new $50,000 Seminole house 
at Homestead, Fla., to replace old 
| Seminole burned last spring. 
Kyle Harris, receiver, currently 
jadvertising public sale by court 
(order on Oct. 26 of New Orpheum, 
| North Wilkesboro, N. C., equipment 
| included. 

Vogue at New Port Rich, Fla., dark 
one month for repairs. 

Dr. J. T. Greene’s new Elloree, 
S. C., house compieted. 


Battle Creek’s New 1,500-Seater 


Detroit, Oct. 15. 

The Bijou, new 1,500-seater which 
replaces the first of the Butterfield’s 
|circuit’s houses in Michigan, was 
opened this week in Battle Creek. 
The house will carry on the name 
of the first of the chain which now 
numbers well over ,100. 


Oskar Korn’s New Nabe 
Houston, Oct. 15. 
Oskar Korn, Dallas theatre oper- 
ator, plans to build a suburban the- 
atre in Lindale Park, Houston sub- 
urb, capacity 800. 


Austin’s First Drive-In 


Austin, Oct. 15. 
This town’s first drive-in theatre 
is set to open Oct. 15, according to 
Eddie Joseph, local merchant, who 
is building the house. Will have 
450-car capacity, managed by Harry 
Hall. 








« Newest N. 
Airlines News theatre, 
York’s new newsreel house, 
tomorrow (Thursday) night. 
erated by David Dubin, who 
runs the Grand Central Newsreel 
theatre, the operation is in the Air- 
lines Terminal building, East 42nd 
street, opposite the Grand Central 


Y. Newsreeler 
New 

opens 
Op- 


also 


Terminal station. 
Theatre has 528 seats. It will op- 
|erate on the same scale as other 


!newsreelers in N. Y., but will change 
‘programs twice weekly instead of 
once per week as at the G. C. house. 
|Opening was delayed by the city- 
| wide painters’ strike. 





484-Car Drive-In 

San Antonio, Oct. 15. 
The new 484-car, Texas Drive-In, 
‘is scheduled to open here on Friday 
' (18). House has nine ramps and is 
/steel constructed. At intervals of 
|16 feet there is a total of 254 speak- 
ers. Each ramp is controlled by the 
;usher and has its own volume con- 
trol. Hal Norfleet will manage. 
Theatre is one of the group being 
constructed throughout the state by 
j W. G. Underwood and C. C. Ezell 





























—~ 








Wednesday, October 16, 


1940 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 9 





Chi Healthier; ‘Rockne’-Vaude Big 
$40,000, Lombard-Laughton Nifty 
$16,000, Lowe-Dvorak- Maisie, 17G 





Chicago, Oct. 15. 

Business is generally on the up- 
beat in the loop, with strong films 
making this understandable. Palace 
took an ‘adults only’ rating for ‘They 
Knew What They Wanted.’ On an 
excellent selling job and_ with 
Charles Laughton in for a brief per- 
sonal on opening, the wicket got 
away to a fast whirl and looks for a 
bright money session. 

‘Knute Rockne’ is getting the male 
element and the younger collegiate 
mob for plenty of evening trade, but 
the matrons are not too sure about 
the footballer. However, the big 
Chicago will come up with a highly 
satisfactory mark. House has been 
running a series of Thursday night 
‘previews’ in recent weeks to sup- 
port flabby grosses, but it appears 
that this will be one week when that 
‘preview’ will not be necessary. 

Edmund Lowe-Ann Dvorak-Carole 
Landis heading the State-Lake bill, 
bringing that house into a hapny 
but the Oriental has the 


session, 
busted heart of the week with its 
‘Uncle Walter’s Doghouse’ radio 


show on the stage. Will get one of 
the poorest marks for the Oriental 
in a long time. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-65-75)— 
‘Westerner’ (UA). Here after a good 
fortnight in the Roosevelt and going 
to $5,000, good. Last week, ‘Pastor 
Hall’ (UA), completed three sessions 
to olay $6,300 for closer. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Rockne’ (WB) and_ stage show. 
Jimmy Dorsey oreh on stage. Not 
attracting the femmes, but getting 
enouzh of the others to account for 
bright $40,000. Last week, ‘No Time 
Comedy’ (WB) and vaude, managed 
all right $31,600. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Time Comedy’ (WB). 
here for additional looping 
figures for $4,500, okay. Last week, 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), took $3,900, satis- 
factory for third downtown session. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Love Again’ (M-G) and _ vaude. 
‘Uncle Walter’s Doghouse’ radio 
show headlining on _ stage. Stage 
item a disappointment and letting 
wicket slump to unhappy $12,000, 
poorest in some time. Last week, 
‘Secret Seven’ (Col} and Ina Ray 
Hutton band on stage, snappy $15,- 
900. 


Palace (RKO) (2.500; 33-44-66)— 
‘They Knew’ (RKO) and ‘Spitfire 
West’ (RKO). Strong selling job | 


doing trick currently and Lombard- 
Laughton will add up to merry $16.- 
000. Last week, strictly sales work 
on ‘Argentine Nights’ (U) and ‘Dance 
Girl’ (RKO) turned in _ profitable 
$12,700. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Down Argentine’ (20th). Came 
in hurriedly and going to $11,000, 
satisfactory under the conditions. 


Last week, ‘Westerner’ (UA), finished | 


two-weeker to good $7,800. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— | 


‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Edmund Lowe, Ann Dvorak and 
Carole Landis on stage bounding the 
register to $17,000, excellent. Last 
week, ‘Drive Night’ (WB) and the 
Lou Breese orch, good $15,700. 
_United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35 -55 - 65-75) — ‘Strike Up Band’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Holding to rapid 
boxoffice pace on marquee names 
and will take $10,000, fine following 
$15,400 last week. 


Woods (Essanes) (1,200: 75-$1.10- | 


$1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (38th 
Now slated to fold Oct. 20. 
apparently a final order. But it still 
may not come off due to the fact 
that with the posting of the closing 
notice once more the trade zoomed 
to capacity, with sidewalk holdouts 
again in evidence. Which means 
$13,000 this week. Last week was 
Still good at $6,600 without the clos- 
ing notice If the flicker does 
vamoose, house figures to return to 
30c subsequent run grind unless 
something else turns up. 


Brigham’ Pius ‘Profile’ 
Nice $16,500 in B’klyn 


. Brooklyn, Oct. 15. 
Fabian Paramount looks strong 
with ‘City for Conquest’ and ‘Ear! of 
Puddlestone.’ Second week of ‘Boom 
Town,’ at Loew’s Metropolitan, is 
fine. Fabian Fox, with ‘I Want a 
Divorce’ and ‘Stranger on 3rd Floor,’ 


Will also come through with nifty 
take, 


week). 
This is 





Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274: 25-35-50) — 
Brigham Young’ (20th) and ‘Great 
Profile’ (20th). Good $16,500. Last 
week, ‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Ram- 
Parts’ (RKO), nice $19,000. 
afeX (Fabian) (4,089; 25-35-50) — 
Want Divorce’ (Par) and ‘Stranger 
3rd Floor’ (RKO). Nice $17,000. 
ast week, ‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par) 
and ‘Blondie Servant’ (Col), quiet 
$14,000. 

Met (Loew's) (3,618; 25-35-50) — 
Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d wk). Splen- 


Shifted | 
and | 


+- 


did $18,500. Last week, first rate 
$25,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—‘City Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Earl 
of Puddlestone’ (Rep). Attractive 
$25,000. Last week, ‘No Time Com- 
edy’ (WB) and ‘River’s End’ (WB) 
(2d wk), good $15,000. 





Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40) — 
‘Carolina Moon’ (Rep) and ‘Girl 
God’s Country’ (Rep). Peaceful 


$4,500. Last week, ‘Girl from Ha- 
vana’ (Rep) and ‘Hell's Cargo’ (Rep), 
dull $4,000. 


“ARGENTINE? 
NEAT $10,000 
IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, Oct. 15. 


Though peak tallies are absent 
‘from the downtown wicket lineup 
for the current semester, the general 
‘level is good. All houses are romp- 
ing alone with ace film offerings. 
Duals are on parade at all but the 











Buffalo, where ‘Knute Rockne’ is 
|doing nicely. ‘Spring Parade,’ ‘Ar- 
|gentine Way,’ ‘Pastor Hall’ and 


|‘Frontiersman’ are okay. 
Estimates for This Week 


| Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-40-60)— 
| ‘Rockne’ (WB). Hitting neat $15,000. 
| Last week, ‘Want Divorce’ (Par) and 
|Major Bowes Talent Parade, not too 
\fancy, but okay at $15,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55)— 
|‘Argentine Way’ (20th) and ‘Sky 
|Murder’ (M-G). Rosy $10,000 indi- 
|cated. Last week, ‘Westerner’ (UA) 
}and ‘Calling Husbands’ (WB), healthy 
| $11,000. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)— 
‘Frontiersman’ (20th) and ‘Great 
Profile’ (20th). Will grab satisfac- 


tory $7.000. Last week, ‘Strike Up 
| Band’ (M-G) (2d run), perky, $7,300, 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 

“Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Leather 
| Pushers’ (U). Bangup $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Mummy’s Hand’ (U) and 
‘South Karanga’ (U), nice $9,000. 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,000; 
36-40)—‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) and ‘Earl 
Puddlestone’ (Rep). Should trap 
stout $8,000. Last week, ‘Faces West’ 
(Rep) and ‘Funzafire’ on stage, good 
$12,000. 
| 





‘Breakfast’ a Hearty 
$3,400 Out In Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 15. 

‘Rockne’ was played smartly in its 
current booking, taking the local play 
weekend before last, when team was 
out of town, then, by virtue of its 
freshness, catching heavily with the 
crowd coming here this weekend for 
the Indiana-Nebraska game. The 
1l-day stand is in the upper brackets. 

New pictures are ‘Down Argen- 
tine Way’ and ‘Stayed for Breakfast.’ 
General b.o. picture is a little better 
than it has been. 

Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15) -— ‘Flying Irishman’ 
(RKO) and ‘Thundering West’ (Col), 


split with ‘Gambler Lady’ (RKQ) 
and ‘Man Monterey’ (WB). So-so 
$700. Last week, ‘Man’s Law’ (Rep) 


and ‘Annabel Tours’ (RKO), split 
with ‘Red Butte’ (U) and ‘Spell- 
binder’ (RKO), fair $800. 


Lincoln (Cooper-Paramount) (1,- 
503: 10-25-30-40)—‘Knute Rockne’ 
(WB) Pic going 11 days, winding 


up tomorrow (Thurs). Total spread 
very good $7,000. Last week, ‘West- 
erner’ (UA), 

Nebraska (Cooper-Paramount) (1,- 


936: 10-20-25)—‘Girl Ave. A’ (20th) 
and ‘Millionaires Prison’ (RKO), 
split with ‘Dr. Christian Women’ 


(RKO) and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO). Oke 


$2,300. Last week, ‘Windy Poplars’ 
(RKO) and ‘Gambling High Seas’ | 
(WB), split with ‘Private Affairs’ 
(U) and ‘Wildcat Bus’ (RKO), fair 
$1,900. 


Stuart (Cooper-Paramount) (1,884; 
10-25-40)—‘Down Argentine’ (20th). 
Helned by football weekend cele- 
brants. Good $3,500. Last week. 
‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par), fair $3,200 
in six days. 

Variety (Noble-Federer) (1,000; 10- 
20-25) —‘Glamour Sale’ (Col) and 
‘Girls Road’ (Col). Started Sun. 
| (13) for five days. Slow, $1,400. Five 
‘days previous, ‘Queen Yukon’ (Mono) 
and ‘Earl Puddlestone’ (Rep), slow 
$1,300. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
25-40)—‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col). 
Getting customers in ratio to laughs 


eight days, sweet $4,300. | 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Oct. 17 
Astor ‘Great Dictator’ (UA) (15). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Capitel—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(15). 

Criterion—‘Quarterback’ (Par). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 2) 
Globe—‘Captain Caution’ (UA) 

(19). 

Music Hall—‘They Knew What 
They Wanted’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Paramount ‘Arise, My 

(Par) (16). 
Rialto—‘So You Won't Talk’ (Col). 
Rivoli—‘Long Voyage Home’ (UA) 


Love’ 


(20th) (18). 
(Reviewed in Variety Oct. 9) 
Strand ‘Knute Rockne—All 
American’ (WB) (18). 
(Reviewed in Variety Oct. 9) 


Week of Oct. 24 


Astor—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) (2d 
wk). 

Capitel — ‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(2d wk). 


Globe—‘Night Train’ (20th) (26). 
Music Hall—‘The Westerner’ (UA) 
(Reviewed in Varrery Sept. 25) 


Paramount — ‘Arise, My Love’ 
(Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto — ‘Mexican Spitfire Out 
West’ (RKO). 


Rivoli—Long Voyage Home’ (UA) 
(3d wk.). 


Roxy — ‘Down Argentine Way’ 
(20th) (2d wk). 
Strand — ‘Knute Rockne—All 


American’ (WB) (2d wk). 


ROCKNE’ SMASH 
673.000 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 15. 
(Best Exploitation: Stanley) 

Biz seems to be in high generally 
this week, and smiles are wider 
around the Golden Triangle than 
they’ve been for some time. Trade’s 
been 'way off of late, but recent in- 











dications, particularly current ses- 
sion, suggest the depresh may be 


over, at least for a while. 





ing the drive and heading that house 
|\for its best straight picture week 
since last spring, and a certain h.o. 
‘Pastor Hall’ is pleasantly surprising 


the Fulton, and will also stick. Three | 


| h.o.’s likewise doing very well, ‘Hired 
Wife.’ at Alvin: ‘City for Conquest,’ 
at Warner, and ‘Strike Up Band.’ at 
Ritz. Only the Penn is doing a fold- 
}eroo, with the cash customers 
thumbs-downing ‘Rangers of For- 
tune.’ 

WB exploitation gang worked out 
the selling on ‘Rockne,’ opening with 
|midnight preem for Notre Dame 
|scholarship fund; getting 
Week’ proclamation from the Mayor; 





grabbing tieups on all local grid 
games; taking off on wax all net- 
work shows from South Bend local 


stations couldn’t carry and then re- 
| broadcasting them, and, of course, 
| knocking down column after column 


|of free space on the South Bend | 
| preem which the three local crix 


ioe in. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Alvin (Harris) (1.850: 25-35-50)— 
‘Hired Wife’ (U) (2d wk). Turning 
out to be one of the season's nicest 
| comedy clicks at this spot. Should 
|wind up h.o. session with excep- 
| tionally good $7,000. Moves out to- 
|night (Tuesday) for mjdnight preem 
| of ‘Down Argentine Way’ (20th). 
| Last week, good $9,500. 

Fulton (Shea) (1,750: 25-40 )—‘Pas- 
tor Hall’ (UA). Anti-Nazi pix. with 


|exception of ‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G), | 


have been something just less than 
poison around here, but fhis one’s 
|proving the exception. English film 
drew raves from the crix and 
stands a chance of hitting above $5.- 
000. great here. Means a second week, 
pushing back ‘Spring Parade’ (U) 
again. Last week, ‘Publi Deb’ 


(20th), poor $2,900 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.000: 25-35- 
50)—‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par) Will 
be lucky to wind up with $9 500, 
poor. Last week. second of ‘Strike 


| Up Band’ (M-G), all right at $10,800 
after $18.500 opener. 

Ritz (WB) (800: 25-35-50)—-‘Strike 
| Up Band’ (M-G). rought here after 
fortnight at Penn and clicking very 
|nicely for this small-seater. Looks 
lliks good $3,400. Last week. ‘For- 
eign Correspondent’ (UA), on move 
'from Stanley, okay. $3.000. 
Stanley (WB) (3.600; 25-35-50)— 
|*Rockne’ (WB). This one’s roaring 
| home a big winner and will give WB 
deluxer its biggest week since going 
straight pix last spring. Indicates 
| $23,000, or better. Footballer inci- 
|dentally gave house the best Sunday 
(13) in its history. Stays, of course. 
Last week. ‘City Conquest’ (WB), 
, Okay $14,000 in eight days. 
| Warner (WB) (2.000: 25-35-50)— 
\‘Conquest’ (WB). Cagney-Sheridan 
| moveover coming through with $5.- 
/300, excellent. Last week, ‘Great 


‘Knute Rockne,’ at Stanley, is lead- | 


‘Rockne | 





Gun 


‘What Wanted’ Leads N.Y., $87,000, 
‘Voyage’ Good 326, ‘Argentine - Jessel 
Big $33,000, Deanna 42G Strong 2d 





| Fresh competition for Broadway 
‘arrived last night (Tues.) with the 
|opening of ‘Great Dictator’ at the 
| Astor and Capitol. Long-awaited 
|Chaplin comedy will play the Astor 


| secutive basis at $1.10 top, including 
tax. The advance sale, at both : 1.ea- 
tres as well as through mail orders, 


is reported to be very heavy. ‘Dic- 
tator’ was given a special press pre- 
| view at the Astor Monday night (14), 
but notices were withheld until after 
tonight’s double preem. 

The downtown New York houses 
had a big weekend with very heavy 
| crowds being handled in most spots. 
|On Saturday night the streets were 
| jammed anda at those theatres which 
| had boxoffice atirac:ons, there were 
|lobby holdouts until a late hour. 
| During the day Saturday (12), which 
; was Yom Kippur as well as Colum- 

bus Day, business was steady but 
from 6 p.m. on it trebled in volume. 
It was generally quiet on Friday 

(11) and again on Monday (14) after 
| the big Sat.-Sun. play. Managers 
| claimed that large out-of-town 
| crowds were on hand, a lot of folks 
| apparently having also drifted in to 
catch the Fair before it folded. More 
| than 700,000 patronized the Flushing 
Meadows expo, making it the biggest 
| weekend this year. Football games 
also drew visitors. 

New pictures that opened prior to 
the weekend included ‘Knew What 
They Wanted’ (Music Hall), ‘Long 
Voyage Home’ (Rivoli), ‘Argentine 
Nights’ (State) and ‘Let George Do 
It’ (Globe). 

‘Wanted,’ with a $35,000 weekend 
under its belt, is forging toward a 
{possible $87,000, very good, and holds 
|over. Not so much a woman’s pic- 

ture on draught but powerfully liked 
| by the men, ‘Long Voyage Home’ is 
| doing well at the Riv, where it ended 








its first week last nicht (Tues.) at 
$32,000. Holdover begins today 
(Wed.). 


The second-run State has ‘Argen- 
| tine Nights’ on first-run, plus George 
! Jessel and his Hollywood troupe in 
person. Combination is providing 
strong b.o., pointing to around $33,- 
|000. This is away over the house 
| average and means plenty of profit. 


| The weekend was nothing short of 


sensational, with Saturday and Sun- 
day grossing around $15,000. It was 
One of the biggest Saturdays the 
| house has ever done. 

| English comedy at the Globe, ‘Let 
| George Do It,’ looks $6,000 or over, 
pretty good for this small-seater. 

‘Spring Parade’ is best of the hold- 
| overs from the prior week and cur- 
'rently should get the Roxy $42,000. 
|It will not remain a third stanza, 
| however, 20th-Fox being anxious to 
get ‘Down Argentine Way’ rolling. 
This picture comes in tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Par opens ‘Arise My Love’ and a 
stage show consisting of Jon Hall, 
| Frances Langford and the Tommy 
|} Reynolds band today (Wed.). The 
| two weeks of ‘I Want a Divorce’ and 
the Frankie Masters band, Jane Fro- 
man, Three Stooges, were disap- 
pointing but added to a fair profit. 
Got $33,500 the first week, $27,500 
the second. 

‘Strike Up the Band’ closed a 17- 
dav engagement at the Cap that was 
very profitable. The initial round 
' was over $40,000, the second slipped 
toward the finish to end at less than 


$35.000 and the concluding three | 
days snapped back powerfully to 
$11.500 

In making way for ‘Dictator’ at 
the Astor, ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
bowed out Sunday night (13) after 
a smash money-making run of 43 
weeks. less one day. Getting $15,000 
the final six days, tremendous, the 
run brought in around $600.000. Only 
one picture, ‘Big Parade’ had a 
longer enfagement at the house and 
that was 15 vears ago. 

Effective exploitation campaigns 
were put on for both ‘They Knew 
What Thev Wanted’ and ‘Long Voy- 
age Home.’ 

Estimates for this Week 
Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 


$2.20) —‘Dictator’ 
; its premiere here last night (Tues.), 
starting a run that will be twice 
daily except for extra shows on 
weekends and holidays. Same pol- 
icy as for ‘Gone’ (M-G) which closed 
a run of 43 weeks. less one day, Sun- 
day night (13), grossins approxi- 
mately $600,000, sensational profit. 
Final six days zoomed to $15,000. 
Capitol (4.520; 75-$1.10)—'Dictator’ 
(UA-Chaplin). Preemed here last 
night (Tues.) with all seats reserved. 
Goes on continuous run _ today 


(Wed.) at scale of 75c mats and $1.10. 


nights. same as for ‘Gone’ when it 
played this house. Theatre will open 
at 9 am. and with picture not as 


and will get good $3,400. Last week, |McGinty’ (Par) and ‘Dance, Girl,’ long as “Gone,” a turnover of six 


‘South Pago’ (UA), fair $2,700. 


} (RKO), fine $5,300 for double bill. 


shows daily. with a possible seven 


(UA-Chaplin) had | 


, on Saturdays, are scheduled. ‘Strike 
Up Band’ (M-G) on its final three 
|days got $11,500. Second week low- 
jered to less than $35,000 but good 
while first was over $40,000. 
Criterion (1,662; 28 - 44 - 55 - 65)— 


(24 wk). 'on a twice-daily run at $2.20 top and | ae SS a =ee. 
Roxy — ‘Down Argentine Way’ the Capitol day-and-date on a con- pene $8,000 “on the ealbowes: Ant 


week rousing $14,000. 

Globe (1,180; 28-35-55) — ‘Let 
George Do It’ (FA). English comedy 
doing pretty good, $6,000 or over. 
‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) went three weeks, 
final lap being $6,500 for pleasing 


profit. 
Palace (1,700: 2835-55) — ‘Ram- 
parts’ (2d run) and ‘Dance, Girl’ 


(RKO) (1st run), dualed. Account- 
ing for nice $9,000. Last week ‘Hired 
Wife’ (U) (2d run) and ‘Monev and 
Woman’ (WB) (1st run), $8,600. 

Paramount § (3,664: 35-55-85-99)— 
‘Arise Mv Love’ (Par) and. on stage. 
Jon Hall. Frances Langford and 
Tommy Revnolds band open here 
|this mornine (Wed.). House none 
too active during the vast two weeks 
but eked out okay profit with ‘I 
| Want Divorce’ (Par) and Frankie 
| Masters. Jane Froman, Three Stoo- 
| #es at $33,500 first stanza and $27- 
| 500 the second. 





| Radio City Musie Hall (5,960: 44- 
| 5R-85-99-$1.65'—‘Knew What They 
| Wanted’ (RKO) and stage show. 


H-mmerine away steadily for pos- 
sible $87,000, strong business and 
‘holds. Last week. second for ‘How- 
‘ards’ (Col). under $75.000. not so 
| hot considering it had the benefit of 
he Jewish New Year holidays 


Rialto (750: 28-44-55)—‘I’m_ Still 
| Alive’ (RKO). This one will get 
|>bout $5,000, mildish. ‘Diamond 


Frontier’ (U) was a good $9,200 on 


84 days. 

Rivoli (2,092: 35-55-75-99) — ‘Voy- 
lage Home’ (UA) (2d week). In- 
lcepts holdover today (Wed.) after 
getting $32.000 the first seven days, 
good though not startling. Picture 
jisn’t getting the women but from the 
jmen it is landing a lot of word-of- 
mouth. The final (6th) week for 
\‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA), a 
swell money-maker, was $15,000. 

Rexy (5,835; 35-55-75 )—‘Spring Pa- 
|rade’ (U) and stage show (2d-final 
| week). Hunks of black chalked up 
|\for this one both for the distributor 
jand the theatre; this week (2d) 
| around $42.000, ordinarily strong 
;enough to be held further, while 
| first seven days was a socko $62,500, 
best house has done in over a year. 
‘Argentine Way’ (20th) opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 

State (3,450; 28-35-55-75)—‘Argen- 
tine Nights’ (U) (Ist run), with 
George Jessel heading the vaude bill. 
They’re packing ’em in here this 
week for a big $33,000 or there- 
abouts. Last week, ‘Rhythm on 
| River’ (Par) (2d run) and Leo Reis- 
|man, under $20,000, disappointing. 
| Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99) — 
| ‘City for Conquest’ (WB) and Bobby 
Byrne band led by guest conductors 
(3d-final week). Windup will come 
|close to $25,000, o.k. The second 
| week, with Bryne remaining for five 
|days of that session before going to 
| the hosp for an appendix operation, 
a sturdy $35,000. First stanza 
$44,000, excellent. ‘Knute Rockne’ 
|(WB) and Woody Herman band 
| Open Friday (18). 


“HOWARDS’-VAUDE. FAIR 
$13,000 IN SLOW BALTO 


Baltimore, Oct. 15. 

Rather uneventful week here. Of 
new entries, ‘Howards of Virginia’ 
is getting fair response at the combo 
Hipp. Keith’s and the New, both 
within a block of each other, are 
playing ‘Argentine Nights’ and 
‘Down Argentine Way,’ respectively, 
with the former inching out a slight 
advantage in the mild returns 

H.o.’s of ‘Strike Up the Band’ and 
‘City for Conquest’ are pretty steady. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44)—‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) (2d 
wk.). Holding fairly steady for all 
right $7,000, after big opening round 
to $13,600. 

Hippodreme (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-28-39-44-55-66) —‘Howards  Vire- 
ginia’ (Col) plus vaude. Fair $13,- 
000. Last week, ‘Dance Girl’ (RKO) 
plus strong vaude, poor $10,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15< 
28-33-39-44)—‘Argentine Nights’ (U). 
Mild going to possible $6,500. Last 


| week, second of ‘Spring Parade’ (U), 


added nice $5,600 to good initial $8,- 
800. 


New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Down Argentine Way’ (20th). 
Got mild play to $5,500. Last week, 
‘Kildare Home’ (M-G), n. g. $4,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3°80; 15-28-39-44- 
55)-——‘City Conqu’ (VB) (2d wk.). 
Holding fairly « at $5,000, after 
building nice open.a2zg round to $9,- 
100. 
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Mpls. Plenty N.G.; ‘Howards’ Light 
$5,000, Vauide- Faces West’ Fair 46 





Minneapolis, Oct. 15. 

With ace attractions getting no- 
where near the boxoffice play that 
they merit, lamentations continue 
the loop here. ; 

Currently the sole important new- 
comer is ‘The Howards of Virginia,’ 
which is building on favorable word- 
of-mouth and glowing reviews. In 
its second week, though, ‘Strike Up 
the Band,’ at the State, still is the 
biggest boxoffice noise in town and 
should finish out in front. Another 
holdover is ‘Ramparts We Watch,’ 
which, after three good weeks at the 
World. has moved over to the other 
loon sure-seater, the Esquire. 

Starting a policy of vaudeville, in- 
stead of midwestern burlesque wheel 
shows, with its 16-girl line, produc- 
tion numbers and independent first- 
run pictures, the Alvin seems to be 
off on its right foot. The fact that the 
picture, ‘Three Faces West,’ is supe- 
rior to what the house has been of- 
fering, and that this is the only stage 
show in town currently also un- 
doubtedly helps to account for the 
improvement. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Hirsch-Katz) (1,400; 29-44- 
55)—‘Three Faces West’ (Rep) and | 
vaude. Picture easily best house has | 
had since its opening, and vaude well | 
received. Heading for fair $4,000. | 
Last week, ‘Crooked Road’ (Rep) and 
‘Broadway Frolics’ on stage, $3,000, 
light. 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 15-28)— 
‘Charlie Chan Wax’ (20th) and 
‘Slightly Tempted’ (U), first runs. In 
for five days and nice $1,700 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Blondie Servant’ 
(Col) and ‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M- 
G). okay $1.500 in five days. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1.600; 39-44- 
§5)—‘Man Married’ (20th). Cast 
names insufficient and propaganda 
angle dead weight. Light $3,000 in- 
dicated. Last week, ‘Boom Town’ | 
(M-G) (4th wk), good $3,700, after 
$14,500, $9,900 and $5,100 preceding 
weeks. 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 28-39-44 )— 
‘Ramparts’ (RKO). Moved here after 
three weeks at World. May stretch 
to pretty good $800. Last week, ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) (reissue) (2d wk), 
okay $700, after fine $1,200 first week. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)— 
‘Quarterback’ (Par). Getting the 
younger element and football fans. | 
Should reach good $3,000. Last week, | 


in 











‘Comin’ Round Mountain’ (Par), 
light $2,400 in six days. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800: 29- 
39-44) —‘Howards Virginia’ (Col). 


Easilv best of week’s newcomers. but 
won't see better than light $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and 
Laurel and Hardy and their revue on 
stage, $15,700, pretty good, but under 
expectations and considerably less 
than original estimate. 

State (Par-Singer) (2.300; 28-39-44) 
—Strike Up Band’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Raves gaiore for this, but not getting 
what it would in good times. How- 
ever, okay $7,000 in sight. Last week, 
$10,400, fine, but a long distance away 
from expected figure. 


Uptown (Par) (1,200: 28-39)—‘Sea | 


Hawk’ (WB), split with 
River’ (Par). First nabe showings. 
Looks like good $2.800. Last week. 
‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G). $2.500, good. 

World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350: 
28-39-44-55)—‘Lady Question’ (Col). 
Cast names lacking. Looks like poor 
$1,000. Last week. ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) 
(3d wk). okay $1.500, after big $3,500 
and $2,000 preceding weeks. 


‘Rhythm 


OMAHA B.O. BETTER: 


‘ROCKNE’ GOOD $11,000 


Omaha, October 15. 

Even in face of Ak-Sar-Ben an- 
nual stock show, with radio and out- 
side shows doing a record business. 
the theatres are staging a lively 
comeback, with satisfactory grosses 
all around. Influx of visitors from 
country helping. 

Top will be ‘Knute Rockne’ and 
‘River's End’ at the Orpheum, with 


good $11,000 even at the drop down | 
‘Strike Up | 


to regular scale of prices. 


the Band’ at the Omaha will get 
about $10,000 on strength of 
Rooney’s popularity and a 9:30 a.m. 


daily opening, which is catching a 
lot of early shoppers. One of the 
best comebacks is at the Brandeis. 
where ‘No Time for Comedy’ and 
‘Before I Hang’ are paired. 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and 
‘River’s End’ (WB). Good $11,000. 
Last week ‘Hired Wife’ (U) and Blue 
Barron orch, $14,000, 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G). Looks 
for good $10,000. Last week, ‘City 
Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Mystery Raider’ 
(Par), fair $8,000. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500: 10- 
25-35-40)—‘No Time Comedy’ (WB), 
‘Before Hang’ (Col) and March of 
Time. Good $6,000. Last week, 
*McGinty’ (Par) and ‘Men Sky’ 
(RKO), below $4,500 very light. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Heaven Too’ (WB) and ‘West With 


+ 





(Col , 


(Col) 


‘Lost 
Truth’ 
Last 


split with 
and ‘Awful 
Will do fair $1,200. 
week, ‘Maryland’ (20th) and ‘New 
Moon’ (M-G), split with ‘Sandy | 
Lady’ (U) and ‘Private Affairs’ (U), | 
fair $1,400. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Colorado’ (Rep), ‘Man’ Wouldn't 
Talk’ (20th) and ‘Pago*Pago’ (UA), 
in triple split with ‘Border Cabal- 
lero’ (Ind) and ‘Girl Gambler’ 
(RKO), and ‘Arizona Frontier’ | 
(Mono), ‘Maryland’ (20th) and ‘South | 
Karanga’ (U). Fair $1,300. Last 
week, ‘Here Stranger’ (20th) and 
‘Drive Night’ (WB), triple split with | 


Peppers’ 
Ho1 izon’ 
(Col). 


‘Frontier Justice’ (Cap), “Youth 
Fling’ (U) and ‘Range Busters’ 
(Mono), and ‘Woman War’ (Mid) and 
‘Can’t Fool Wife’ (RKO), good 
$1,400. 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- | 


berg) (950-300-600; 25)—*Heaven Too’ 
(WB) and ‘Sandy Lady’ (U), split | 
with ‘Pago Pago’ (UA) and ‘Love | 
Back’ (WB). Fair $1,400. Last week, | 
‘Maryland’ (20th) and ‘New Moon’ 
(M-G), split with ‘Carolina Moon’ | 
(Mid), ‘Island Doomed Men’ (Col) 
and ‘Private Affairs’ (U), nice $1,500. | 


S.A. Unit Hypoes 
Profile’ in Cleve. 
To Fine $18,500 


Cleveland, Oct. 15. 

Getting stronger films, all of the} 
downtown houses are spinning their 
turnstiles faster. ‘Great Profile,’ 
stepped up by ‘Bali Bali’ revue, is | 
giving Palace a big load of s. a. on 
both stage and at the b.o. | 

‘Brigham Young’ is running into 
local phobia against historical yarns, 
but breaking above average for Hipp. | 
Striking up hotter trade is ‘Strike 
Up Band,’ at State, treading Palace’s 
heels, 











Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) | 
—No Time Comedy’ (WB). Col- 
lecting good $4,500, Last week, 
‘Howards Virginia’ (Col), second 
week, okay $3,500. 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Queen Yukon’ (Mono) and 
‘Ride, Tenderfoot.’ Heavy juve mag- 
net excellent $3,200 in sight. Last 
week, ‘Down Stretch’ (M-G) (revi- 


val) and ‘Leather Pushers’ (U), half 
week, ordinary $1,300. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Brigham Young’ (20th). Rather 
weighty fare for this spot, but nice 
evening biz helping it toward satis- 
factory $11,000. Last week, ‘No Time 
| Comedy’ (WB), better at $11,500. 


Lake (Warner) (900; 28-40)— 
‘Stranger Third Floor’ (RKO) and 
‘Money Woman’ (WB). Policy of 


duals just limping along; 
$1,200 at best. Last week, ‘River’s 
End’ (WB) and ‘Queen Destiny’ 
(RKO), yanked after five days, poor 
$900, 

Palace (RKO) 
66) ‘Great Profile’ (20th) and ‘Bali 
Bali’ revue on stage. Latter 
bill’s shot in the arm and circus 
ballyhoo is socking it up to fine $18,- 


about mild 


, 000. Last week, ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) 
and Jimmy Dorsey’s orch, fine 
$17,000. 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—'Strike Up Band’ (M-G). Swell 
matinees and well enough liked to 
land $15,000, smart. Last week, 
‘Westerner’ (UA), a shade over aver- 
age $11,500. 


Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972: 30-35-42- 


55)—Westerner’ (UA). Shiftover 
building up, no trouble to garner 
grand $5,000. Last week, ‘Boom- 


Town (M-G), copped $5,500 on fourth 
week, 





‘Westerner’ Leading 


| Denver With $10,000 


Denver, Oct. 15. 

|_ “The Westerner,’ dualled at the 
| Denver, is the town’s current top 
grosser. ‘Moon Over Burma,’ at 
| Denham, also is strong. 


| Estimates for This Week 
| Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40) — 
| ‘Boom Town’ (M-G), after two weeks 
| at each the Orpheum and Broadway. 








Nice $4,000. Last week, ‘Foreign 
| Correspondent’ (UA), after a week 


at Denver, nice $3,800. 


| Broadway (Fox) (1.040: 25-35-40) 
|—‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) and ‘No- 
| body’s Sweetheart’ (U), both after 
a week at Denver. Okay $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and 
| ‘Queen Destiny’ (RKO), not so good 


at $2,000, after week at Orpheum. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750;, 25-35- 
40)—‘Moon Over Burma’ (Par). 


|Good $7,400. Last week. ‘Cherokee 


(3,200; 30-35-42-55- | 


is the | 


, Strip’ (Par), n.g. $4,000. 
| Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40) — 
‘Westerner’ (UA) and ‘Margie’ (U). 
Strong $10,000. Last week, ‘Howards 
Virginia’ (Col) and ‘Nobody’s Sweet- 
heart’ (U), nice $8,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Sirike Up Band’ «M-G) (2d wk) 


and ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G). Fine 

$8,400. Last week, ‘Men Against | 

Sky’ (M-G), strong $13,500. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 


$4,000. 
(UA) 


Good 
Caution’ 


(M-G), 
‘Captain 


Lady’ 


week, and 


|*Three Men Texas’ (Par), fair $3,500. 


Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—'Foreign 
Correspondent’ (UA), after a week 
at each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Up Air’ (Mono). Okay $2,300. Last 
week, ‘Brigham Young’ (20th), after 


a week at each the Denver and Alad- 
fair 


din, and ‘Before Hang’ (Col), 


$2,000. 


LOY-DOUGLAS SNAPPY 
$7200 IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Oct. 15. 

With a brace of hits holding over 
a second week, Metro’s ‘Third Finger, 
Left Hand’ is the important new 
money picture of the moment. Loy- 
Douglas pairing is doing nicely at 
Loew's State, shoving Paramount’s 
‘Rangers of Fortune’ far behind at 
the New Malco. Both films got mild 
notices, but public is taking the 
marital farce to its bosom in prefer- 
ence to the MacMurray shoot-’em-up. 

Double h.o. for the week, first time 
simultaneous retainers have popped 
up here in years, are ‘Knute Rockne’ 
and ‘Strike Up the Band.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33- 
44)—'Third Finger’ (M-G). P9pu- 
larity of stars propelling this one 











toward strong $7,200. Last week, 
‘Dance Girl’ (RKO), two days; 
‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G), five 


days; $2,400, horrible. 

Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-33-44) 
—Knute Rockne’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Seasonal interest continues to hypo 
Notre Dame football saga to $4,000 
for its holdover. Last-week, same 
feature, $7,900, wham, 


New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 


33-44) — ‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par). 
Texas bang-bang no lure, mebbe 


weakish $3,800. Last week, ‘Spring 
Parade’ (U), $4,000, disappointing. 
Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10- 
33-44)—Strike Band’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Second set-to for Rooney-Gar- 


|land musicfest may pull as high as 


fine $5,200. Last week, $7,900, socko. 


Strand (Lightman) 1,000; 10-22-33) | Which netted the 


—Carolina Moon’ (Rep) and ‘Leather 
Pushers’ (U), split week. Should get 
average $1,600. Last week, ‘Married 
| Adventure’ (Col), three days; ‘Mys- 
|tery Sea Raider’ (Par), two days; 
‘Some Hot’ (Par) (2d run), two days; 
| $1,800, very good. 


“ROCKNE’ FORTE $9,500 


| 


_ IN INDPLS., N.D. SUBURB 


Indianapolis, Oct. 15 

Lack of pull on the marquees in 
ithe downtown sector this week is 
keeping heavy sugar at home, with 
lion’s share of the turnstile coin go- 
ing to the Circles’ ‘Knute Rockne’ 
dualled with ‘Money and _ the 
| Woman.’ ‘Rockne’ is a cinch to cash 
in here, as town is considered a 
suburb of South Bend during the 
pigskin season, 

Carrying the ball for shorter gains 
is the Indiana, with ‘Down Argen- 
tine Way’ and ‘Public Deb No. 1,’ 
and Loew’s with ‘Howards of Vir- 
| ginia’ and ‘Lady in Question.’ Lyric 
| is under-average with Gay Caballero 
|}on screen and Ina Ray Hutton on 
stage. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle ‘(Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
'40)—‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) = and 
|‘Money Woman’ (WB). Top money 
Winner winner with nifty $9,500. 
Last week, ‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) 
and ‘Tom Brown’ (RKO), weak 
$6,600. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) 
40)—‘Down Argentine 
and ‘Public Deb’ (20th). Fair $7,000. 
Last week, ‘City Conquest’ (WB) 
and ’River’s End’ (WB), not-so-good 
$6,500. 

Loew's (Loew’s) 
\— Howards Virginia’ (Col) and 
|‘Lady Question’ (Col), Not up to 

expectations at $6,800. Last week, 
| ‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) (2d wk), 


very good $8,500. 
(1,900; 25-30-40)— 











(3,100; 25-30- 
Way’ (20th) 


(2,400; 25-30-40) 


| Lyric (Lyric) 
‘Gay Caballero’ (20th) and Ina Ray 
|Hutton orch. Just about breaking 
| even with $10,500. Last week, 
‘Queen Yukon’ (Mono) and Phil 
Spitalny’s orch, okay $11,500. 





| 


‘Band,’ $6,300, Pacing 
Port.; ‘Westerner,’ 6G 


Portland, Ore, Oct. 15. 
| After last week’s plethora of war 
pictures, theatres have blossomed 
out in western hemisphere § stuff. 
‘The Westerner’ is proving a good 
draw at the Broadway, with ‘City for 








H.0.s, 2d Runs Flood Philly, Get Coin: 
‘Scandals Ups ‘Scatterbrain’ to 236 





Paramount, 
and laughter drawing the 
crowds to ‘Strike Up the Band’ at 
the UA. Only ho, is ‘Foreign Cor- 
respondent,’ still doing well as a 
moveover to the Mayfair. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway 
50)—‘Westerner’ (UA). Great 
this western spot for $6,000. 
week, ‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) 
and ‘Diamond Frontier’ (U), nice 
$5,500 and moved to Mayfair. 


} 


35-40-50) — ‘Foreign Correspondent’ 
(U). After good opener at Broad- 
way, will probably do okay $3,200 


here, Last week, ‘Spring Parade’ 
(U) and ‘River’s End’ (WB), okay 
$2,700. 


Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Argentine 

(20th) and ‘One Crowded Night’ 
(RKO). Looks like satisfactory 
$5,400. Last week, ‘Howards Vir- 


ginia’ (Col) and ‘Men Against Sky’ 
(RKO), good $4,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50) —‘City 
(WB) and ‘Quarterback’ (Par), 
‘Ramparts’ (RKO) and ‘Public Deb’ 
(20th), good $6,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50) —Strike Up Band (M-G) and 
‘Sky Murder’ (M-G. 
to hearty $6,300. Last week, ‘Boom 
Town’ (M-G), closed fourth week as 
single bill to good $3,500. 


‘WANTED’ FINE 





Boston, Oct. 15. 


(12) from the combination of the 





| 
| 
| 


holiday and football games; and the 
Keith Memorial is getting two as- 
sists on ‘They Knew What They 
Wanted.’ Garson Kanin, the director, 
was in Friday (11) for a press party 
picture some extra 
publicity, and Charles Laughton will 
make two personal appearances 
| Wednesday (16). 

Second best grosser is ‘Strike Up 
the Band,’ in second stanza at the 
Orpheum and State. ‘Down Argen- 
tine Way’ is so-so at the Met: and 
Sammy Kaye, on stage of the RKO- 
Boston, is taking fourth money, 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200: 33-44-55-65) 
—Diamond Frontier’ (U) with Sam- 
my Kaye orch. Will garner around 
$14,500, okay. Last week, ‘Up Air’ 
(Mono) and ‘Three Men Texas’ 
(Par), with vaude headed by Al Tra- 
han, four days; and ‘Argentine 
|Nights’ (U) (2d run) and ‘Black 
| Limelight’ (Alliance) (1st run), dual, 
| three days, tepid $7,200. 
| Fenway (M&P) (1 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare 
|Home’ (M-G) (both 
from Met). Aiming at $4,500, ade- 
;quate. Last week, ‘Brigham Young’ 
(20th) and ‘Crowded Night’ (RKO) 
(both 2d run), took about $4,000. 
| Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- 
39-44-55) — ‘Knew What Wanted’ 
| (RKO) and ‘Great Profile’ 
|Lombard-Laughton going strong 
| $19,000 gait with holdover 
likely. 
|(U) and ‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ (20th) 

(both 2d wk), okay $13,500. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4.367: 28-39- 
44-55) —‘Down Argentine Way’ (20th) 
}and ‘Sky Murder’ (M-G). 
through for unexciting $15,000. Last 
| week, ‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare 
Home’ (M-G). dandy $17.500. 





229. 


QV4, 


very 


Whizzing along | 


$19,000 IN HUB 


All film trade got a lift Saturday | 


25-40 )— | Conquest’ stepping right along at the | 
‘Di: nd Frontier’ (U) and ‘Captain | ; 
aw Last}; Youth 


Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; | 





2 
a 


Philacetpnia, Oct. 15 
It’s mostly holdovers and second 
;/runs along the downtown film rialto 
this week, with some of the oldies 
still showing plenty of zip. Among 
the newcomers, ‘Argentine Way’ 
leading the pack at the Stanley. 
Also in line for blue ribbons jis 
‘Angels Over Broadway’ at the A\l- 


(Parker) (2,000; 35-40- | dine, which had the added hypo of 


in | § : 
Last | Scatterbrain’ 


a flying p.a. by author Ben Hecht, 
hypoed by George 

White’s ‘Scandals’ at Earle. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68 )— 
Angels Broadway’ (Col). Also angels 
over the boxoffice with neat $11,200, 
Way ahead of ‘Great Profile’ (20th), 
which laid a huge omlette last sem- 


‘ 
} 


lester with $6,600, 
| Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 45-55-65) 


| 
! 
| 


—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (&d run) (2d 
wk). Looks like it shot its bolt 
downtown; will barely clear $4,000, 


Way’ | Last week, mediocre, $4,800. 
| Boyd 


(WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Still music at the cash register with 
neat $11,000 for round three. Last 


| week nifty $17,000 for number two. 


| 


Conquest’ | (RKO) bows in Thurs. 
Headed for nifty $5,800. Last week, | day. 


‘They Knew What They Wanted’ 
(17), with 
p.a. of Charles Laughton opening 

Earle (WB) (3,758; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep) with George 
White's ‘Scandals’ on stage. Latter 
getting the coin. Take will be $23,000, 
okay, but not up to hefty $27,000 
racked up last weék ‘by ‘Public Deb’ 
(20th) and Glen Gray's orch plus 
Andrews Sisters. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) (2d wk). Still 
scoring strong with sock $15,500. Last 
week's preem great $23,800. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
‘—Dulcy’ (M-G) (2d run). Just with- 
in the profit margin with $4,200, 
Last week ‘Brigham Young’ (20th), 
duplicate $4,200 for second run. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Westerner’ (UA) (2d run). Gold- 
wyn’s horse opera getting okay $4,- 
500. Last week, ‘City Conquest’ 
(WB), shade better with $5,000. 





|—‘Argentine Way’ (20th). 


|} Stanton 





continued run |} 


(20th). | 
at | 


| (850; 30-40-50)—‘Pastor Hall’ 
| Indicates fair $2,500. 


Stanley (WB) (2,916; 25-46-57-68) 
Snagging 
top money with tuneful $18,500. Last 
week ‘Westerner’ (UA), pallid $8,000 
for five days of second sesh. 

(WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 
‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO). In the in-be- 
tween class with $5,100. Last week 
|‘Great McGinty’ (Par), just a hair- 
| line better for $5,300. 


‘Argentine Way’-Profile’ 
Dual OK $7,800 in Seattle 


Seattle, Oct. 15. 











Weather’s good for. ducks and 
| shows these days, as the rains come 
and outdoor recreation and amuse- 


ment is at minimum. 

With fall biz at hand, ace pictures 

are holding over this week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(UA). 
Last week, (40- 
50-60)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (6th 
wk.), $2,100 good. 

Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,900; 20-35)—‘Frank James’ (20th) 
and ‘Pier 13’ (20th) (2nd run). Ex- 
pected okay $2,900. Last week, 
‘Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘Phantom 
Raider’ (Par) (2d run), $3,500, great. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349; 30-40-50)—‘Argentine Way’ 
(20th) and ‘Great Profile’ (20th). 


| Big press campaign a help towards 


Last week, ‘Spring Parade’ | 


excellent $7,800. Last week, ‘Strike 


| Band’ (M-G) (2d wk.), dandy $5,500. 


| Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) 
| (1,650; 30-40-50)—Foreign Corre- 
spondent’ (UA) (3d wk.). Looking 


Muddling | 


for good $4,500. Last week, swell 


| $5,900. 


| Music Box 


(Hamrick-Evergreen) 


} (850; 30-40-50)—‘Strike Up Band’ 
(M-G). Moveover from Fifth, an- 
ticipates big $3,100. Last week, 


| (20th) 


‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Gay Caballero’ 
(2d wk.—six days), $2,200, 


| good. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2.900: 28-39-44- | 
55 —‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) and 
|‘Secret Seven’ (Col). Headed for 
i|very good $16,000. Same duo did 
socko $22,000 in initial frame. 
| Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Wyoming’ (M-G and ‘Kil- | 
dare Home’ (M-G) (both continued 


{run from Met). Aiming at possible 
$7,000, good. Last week, ‘Brigham 
Young’ (20th) and ‘Crowded Night’ 
(RKO) (both 2d run). $6.000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538: 28-39-44- 
|50)—*Brigham Young’ (20th) and 
‘Crowded Night’ (RKO) (both con- 


Around $4,000 indicated. Last week, 
‘Want Divorce’ (Par) (continued run 
from Par and Fenway) and ‘Captain 
Caution’ (UA) (2d run), $3,000. 


Seven’ (Col) (2d 
close to $10.000. 
week big $15,400. 


wk). 
very good. 


Hoffman a WB P.A. 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Jerry Hoffman, former associate 
producer at 20th-Fox, succeeded 


at Warners. 
Before entering pictures, Hoffman 
was legman ‘for Lovea Parsons. 





| (2,600; 


tinued run from Par and Fenway). | 


State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55)— | 7 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) and ‘Secret wk.—six days). 


Blake McVeagh as publicity planter | 


Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
30-40-50)—‘Knute Rockne’ 
| (WB) and ‘Karanga’ (U) (2d wk.). 
Looks for good $5,000 in six days 
Last week, big $8,700. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 
50)—‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep) and 
Tenderfoot’ (Rep), plus 
|‘Thurston’ unit. Paced for okay 
$4,700. Last week, ‘Girl God's 
Country’ (Rep), ‘Sing, Dance’ (Rep) 
and vaude, $4,800, good. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
| (3,039; 30-40-50)—‘Spring Parade’ 
(U) and ‘Quarterback’ (Par) ‘2d 
Mild $3,800, Last 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 20-35)— 
‘Drive Night’ (WB) and ‘Windy Pop- 
lars’ (RKO) (2d run). See good 
$2,400. Last week, ‘Love Back’ (WB) 
and ‘Lady Question’ (Col) (2d run), 
ditto. : 

Winter Garden (Sterling) ‘800; 16- 
32)—‘Hardy Debutante’ «M-G) and 
‘Christian Meets Woman’ (RKO) (2d 
run). Meets with b.o. approval to 
the tune ot big $2,400. Last week 
‘New Moon’ (M-G) and ‘Phantom 
Raiders’ (M-G) (2d run}, $2.500, big 


30-40- 
*Ride 
Rock's 


Should hit | Week, same films, nifty $8,100. 
First | 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


11 





Lombard-Laughton 


Preem; High Temp. Hurting Grosses 





Fine $16,000 In S. F. 





San Francisco ,Oct. 15. 
With temperatures reaching the 
80's, perfect weather is  socking 
matinee biz this week, holding takes | 
to average levels. Highlight of the | 
week is “They Knew What They | 
Wanted,’ which was filmed in Napa | 
valiey near here. 
Estimates for This Week 


| 
| 
Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— | 





‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Girl From 
Havana’ (Rep). Breaking just as the | 
football season gets underway here, 
gridder will get healthy $18,000. Last 
week, ‘City Conquest’ (WB) and 
‘Gay Caballero’ (20th), nice $17,000. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- | 
55)—Knew What Wanted’ (RKO) | 
and vaude. Not counting the two} 
screenings at the world preem on the 
evening before its regular opening, 
Laughton-Lombard opus will do} 
$16,000, okay. Comments on_ flick | 
good, but biz largely attributable to | 
sendoff given by RKO, with stars 
ersonalling and crix flown in from 
000 miles around. Last week, ‘Still 
Alive’ (RKO) and ‘Follies Bergere’ | 
unit, surprised everybody by collect- | 
ing $23,000, terrific in view of fact | 
how ran all summer on Treasure 
sland. | 
Orpheum (F&M) (2,400; 35-40-50) 
—‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Won't Talk’ 
(Col). (2d wk). Might reach $7,000. 
First week, disappointing at $10,500, 
but still fair considering competish. 
Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-40- | 
50)—‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Still minting money at $10,000. 
Second stanza took $13,000, better 
than average first week’s biz for the 

house. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (2.470; 35-40- | 
50)-—‘City Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Gay 
Caballero’ (20th) (moreover). Carv- 
ing out $6,000. Last (2d wk) week 
of ‘Brigham Young’ (20th) got nor- 
mal $5,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 35- 
40-50) — ‘Foreign Correspondent 








(UA) (5th wk). May touch $5,000, 
excellent. Last (4th) week fine 
$6,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 35-40-50) 
—‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) and | 
‘Queen Yukon’ (Mono). Studio help- 


ing on ads, but not likely to go above 
$1 000, slightly better than averace. 
Last week, ‘Dulcy’ (M-G) and ‘Sky 
Murder’ (M-G)., $10,000. 


SHERIDAN-CAGNEY NIFTY 
$5,000 IN NICE L’VILLE 


Louisville, Oct. 15. | 








Healthy activity along the main | 
stem this week. While nothing 


stands out as an impressive draw, 
all houses seem to be getting a 
normal share of the available biz, 
and no complaints. ‘Third Finger, | 
Left Hand,’ dualled at Loew's State, 
i drawing smart returns, with 
Bor 


ing Parade,’ at Rialto, also okay. | 


Strand opened new bill Wednes- 
day (9) in order to make house 
available for Grand Lodge of Masons, 
holding annual meeting (15-17). 
Clause in the lease reserves the 
house for the fraternal meetings 
each year, making necessary a 
Juggling of bookings. Reopens with 
“Ramparts We Watch’ Thursday (17) 
evening. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Strike Up Band’ 
(M-G) and ‘Secret Seven’ (Col) (2d 
wk). Second week at this house 
and third downtown stanza. Step- 
ping along nicely for $2,300. Last 
week, fine $4,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) 
‘Heaven Too’ (WB) and ‘Girl Ave- 
nue A’ (20th), split with *All Came 


True’ (WB) and ‘Man Married’ 
(20th). Settling down for steady 
$1,300. Last week, ‘Boys Syracuse’ 
(U) and ‘Love Back’ (WB), split 
with ‘Captain Caution’ (UA) and 
‘Blondie Servant’ (Col), alright 
$1,400. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100: 15- 
30-40)—"Third Finger’ (M-G) and 
Glamour Sale’ (Col). Hopeful of 


fine $8,000. Last week, ‘Westerner’ 
(UA) and ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G), 
excellent $7,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) 
15-30-40) — ‘City Conquest’ (WB). 
House does very well with single 
Policy, and this week is no excep- 
ion, Jimmy Cagney-Ann Sheridan 
Plenty potent. Expect swell $5,000 
and h.o. is in prospect. Last week, 
No Time Comedy’ (WB) on h.o., 
Rood $3,400. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400: 15- 
30-40 )—‘Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘No- 
bod S Sweetheart’ (U), plus March 
= ime. Stacks up as profitable 
— any day. Pacing for better 
than average $7,000. Last week, 
prigham Young’ (20th) and ‘Great 

ofile’ (20th), fairish $6,000. 

5 trand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
45-30-40) — ‘Quarterback’ (Par) and 
Cherokee Strip’ (Par). Opened 
sh esday (9) and set for six-day 
On wing, which ended Monday (14). 
Ryix days, mild $2,000. Last week, 
Protea Young’ (20th) and ‘Great 

Tofile’ (20th), pulled after five days 

and light $1,700. 


(1,000; 


. 
» 


|starts and money settles into the 


(1,200; 15-25) | 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
eee UN bo o-vcavees $1,654,100 
(Based on 26 cities, 179 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N.Y 





Total Gross Same Week 
Fe i” eee eee $1,631,600 
(Based on 26 cities, 172 theatres) 














‘Parade’, 106, ‘Brigham’, 
$7,900, Topping Mont’! 


Montreal, Oct. 15. 

Ace houses are away to big 
grosses currently with ‘Spring Pa- 
rade,’ ‘Brigham Young’ and h.o.’s of 
‘Boom Town’ and ‘Westerners.’ It’s 
also Thanksgiving holiday weekend, 
which will run in biz from out of 
town. 

Estimates for This Week 





Abbott-Costello 


‘Westerner, $25,300, Tops H.0.-Laden 
L.A.; Armstrong Ups Strip’ to 16146, 


Account for $13,500 








Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55) — 
‘Spring Parade’ (U). Looks for 
strong $10,000. Last week, ‘Hired 


Wife’ (U), good $7,000. | 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55) —| 
‘Brigham Young’ (20th). Apt to cop 
handsome $7,500. Last week, ‘Ar- 
gentine Nights’ (U) and ‘Not So 
Tough’ (U), good enough at $5,000. 
Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60) —/j 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d wk). Big! 





WANTED DUAL 
NICE $16,000 
IN DET. 


Detroit, Oct. 15. 
Even with the World Series done, 
which nipped into theatre grosses 
here plentifully, expectations for 
Detroit this week aren’t too high. 
It just looks like a fair week around 
the first-runs. 


Town is still waiting a bit more 
of a hypo from the munitions or- 
ders. While most of the big auto 
plants have started to tool up for 
planes, tanks and trucks, itll be 
some time before actual production 





workers hands. And, despite 
charges of bottleneck in tool and die 
industry, 80% of the town’s 750 tool 
plants, now through with their work 
for the new car models, still haven't 
caught any of the Government busi- 
ness, 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 


returns still coming in with likely: 
gross up to $8,000, after smash | 
$12,500 last week, 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par) and ‘Want 
Divorce’ (Par). Average $4,000 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Girl Dance’ (RKO) 
and ‘Wildcat Bus’ (RKO), $4,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Westerners’ (UA) 2d wk). Good 
$4,000 ahead, after very good $5,000 
last week, 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(2,300; 25-50) —‘Sans Lendemain’ (2d 
wk). Nice $1,300 in sight, after good 
$1,500 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—‘Cafe du Port’ and ‘Chez les 
Planchers des Vaches.’ Sighting very 
good $5,000. Last week, ‘Les Otagea’ 
and ‘Mot de Cambronne,’ $4,500. 


‘Rockne -Andrews 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week........ ...» .$336,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Grosses Same Week 
Eaeet Wee?....... “="" 900 
(Basea on 12 theatres) 








CINCY N.G. BUT 


‘3D FINGER’ 
$10,500 


Cincinnati, Oct. 15. 
Cinema center’s b.o. is on the skids 





exhibs in view of weekend Indian 
summer warmth and time allowed 
natives for restoration to normalcy 
after Cincy Reds’ world series tri- 
umph. 

Of the fresh releases, ‘Third Fin- 
ger, Left Hand,’ at Albee; ‘Down Ar- 





Scoring $18,500 


gentine Way,’ at Palace; and ‘Pastor 
Hall,’ at Keith’s, are hugging the fair 
— ‘Men Against Sky,’ at Lyric, is 
a dud. 


Estimates for This Week 





To Lead Wash. 


Washington, Oct. 15. 
‘Knute Rockne,’ aided by the An- 
drews Sisters, is keeping the Earle 








‘Argentine Nights’ (U) and ‘Mum- 
my’s Hand’ (U). Pair moved over 
after fair week at Fox. Look for a} 
dull $4,500. Last week, ‘Hired Wife’ | 
(U) and ‘Girl Avenue A’ (20th), 
former moved in from Fox, poor | 
$4,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) 
55)—‘Knew What Wanted’ (RKO) 
and ‘Great Profile’ (20th). Look for 
o.k. $16,000. Last week, Argentine 
Nights’ (U) and ‘Mummy’‘s Hand’ 
(U), fair $15,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55) —- ‘Foreign Correspondent’ 
(UA) and ‘Quarterback’ (Par). In- 
dicates good $16,000. Last week, 
‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and Ozzie 
Nelson orch, Harriett Hilliard, Bud- 
dy and Velma Ebsen, Eddie Carr on 
stage, good $24,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000: 30-40-55) — ‘Lucky Partners’ 
(RKO) and ‘Rangers Fortune” (Par). 
Former picture moved from Michi- 
gan and bill looks for $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Man Wyoming’ (M-G) and 
‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO), also moveovers, 


(5,000; 30-40- 


ordinary $5,000. ; 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000: 30-40-55)—‘Strike Up Band’ 
(M-G) (3d wk.). After picking up 
$15,000 in first week, $9,000 last 
week, this seems good for $6,000 
more. 


‘ARGENTINE’ OK 
$8,000 IN K.C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 15. 
Seasonal emphasis on football is 
being aptly applied at the Newman 
Rockne’ is rolling up a 


and ‘Knute 


nice figure. 
over. Another likely holdover is 
‘Down Argentine Way,’ playing day 
and date in the Fox Midwest’s Es- 
cuire and Uptown. Currently the 
musical in color is ringing up best 
figure in these spots since ‘Frank 
James’ and looks good for a second 
week play. Midland is in the swim 
in good shape with ‘Third Finger, 
Left Hand’ as top of a dual bill, but 
Orpheum is taking it easy with ‘Pas- 
tor Hall.’ 

Weather is being very Indian- 
summerish and favorable to outdoor 
sports and football game attendance. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— 
‘Down Argentine Way’ (20th). Mu- 
sical taking well and rounding up 
nice $8,000. Will holdover. Last 
week ‘Hired Wife’ (U), satisfactory 
$6,000. 


Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) | 


— Third Finger’ (M-G) and ‘Glam- 
our Sale’ (Col). Loy-Douglas cred- 
ited with the draw and doing nice 
job at $10,000. Last week ‘West- 


It’s a cinch for a hold-| 


well out in front this week. ‘Brig- 
ham Young,’ another biography, is in 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-55)— 
‘Third Finger’ (M-G). Loy-Douglas 


| fairly good $10,500. Last week, ‘Brig- 
|ham Young’ (20th), dwindled in last | 


half to $8,500, poor. 

Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Spring Parade’ (U) (2d wk). Held 
over for second week after initial 
week at Albee. Mild $3,000. Last 
week, fair $4,000. 





second place at Capitol, Loew’s big 
combo spot. Big interest, however, 
is still ‘Strike Up the Band,’ holding 
\up_nicely after breaking precedent 
by shifting from the Capitol into the 
Palace, Loew’s ace first-run house, on 

18 hours’ notice. ‘The Westerner’ 
|had been announced to open Thurs- 
iday (10) and change wasn’t indicated 
until p.m. of previous day. 
two other pics ever went from Capi- 
tol to Palace, and each had a week’s 
build-up in between. 

Critics went down to defeat this 
week on ‘Coming Round the Moun- 
tain.’ Hillbilly trivia was given most 
unanimous and unmerciful panning 
of any flicker in years and yet bids 
to give Met. a better than average 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44- 
66)—‘Brigham Young’ (20th) and 
vaude. Critics objected slightly to 
historical inaccuracies, but hailed it 
as good spectacle. It won’t beat pas- 
sable $15,000. 





the Band’ (M-G) and vaude big 
$24,000. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 


‘Frank James’ (20th) (2d run). Back 
on main stem after light week at 
|Palace and should see oke $3,800 for 


six days. Last week, ‘Boom Town’ 
(M-G) (2d run) (2d wk), handsome 
$5.200. 





Earle (WB), (2,216: 28-39-44-66) — 
| ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and vaude. 
‘Andrews Sisters p.a. helping to 
‘strong $18,500. Last week, ‘No Time 
Comedy’ (Col) and vaude, nice $16,- 
000. aa 

| Keith’s (RKO) (1.830; 39-55)— 
‘Spring Parade’ (U) (2d wk). Hold- 


ling to nice $8,500. Last week, swell 
| $14,000. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Coming 
Round Mountain’ (Par). Brutally 
panned by critic but will better 
house average with $5,500 Last 
week, ‘Howards Virginia’, (Col) (2d 
run), oke $4,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 39-55)— 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) (2d run). 


First time any pic has shifted from 
Capitol to Palace on following day. 
Rooney-Garland will see hefty $12.- 
000. Last week. ‘Foreign Correspond- 
ent’ (UA), oke $9,500 


| . . 
'erner’ (UA) and ‘Sky Murder’ (M-G) 
ditto. 


| Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10-| 
28-44)—Knute Rockne’ (WB). Re- 


views strong and femmes taking to 
film better than expected. Big $9,000 
‘and holdover expected. Last week 
‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par), $6,000, fair. 
| Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) and ‘River's 
End’ (WB). Getting some attention 
'from the carriage and intellectual 
itrade, but not strong at $5.000. Last 
| week ‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) and 
\‘Stranger Third Floor’ (RKO), fair 
$6,200. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 
‘Margie’ (U) with vaude. 
lis up a bit and trade 
$6,200, fair. Last 
Tempted’ (U0). vaude 


10-30 )— 
Film fare 
likewise at 
week ‘Slightly 

fairish $5,600. 


Only | 


Last week, ‘Strike Up | 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)—‘Fu- 
| gitive Prison Camp’ (Col) and ‘Way 


of Flesh’ (Par), split with ‘Girl God’s | 


Country’ 
| (Ind). 
week 


(Rep) and ‘Marked Men’ 
Seasonal $2,100. Ditto last 
on ‘Stranger Third Floor’ 


| (RKO) and ‘Tom Brown’ (RKO), di- | 


| vided with ‘Leather Pushers’ (U) and 
|"Gang Mine’ (Mono). 

Grand (RKO) (1,439; 33-40-50)— 
| ‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G). 


$8,500. Last week, ‘Want Divorce’ 
(Par), okay $6,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘Pastor Hall’ (UA). Fair $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Angels Broadway’ (Col), poor 
$3,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 23-40-590)— 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Captain Caution’ 
(UA), pitiful $2,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Down Argentine Way’ (20th). Mild 
$9,500. Last week, ‘Strike Up Band’ 
| (M-G), wham $17,000, burg’s biggest 
for some time. 
| Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-40-50)— 
| ‘Brigham Young’ (20th). Transferred 
|from Albee for second week. Poor 
| $2,500. Last week, ‘Foreign Corre- 
spondent’ (UA) (2d run), slow $3,000. 


“ROCKNE’ CARRIES BALL 
IN PROV. FOR BIG $12,000 


Providence, Oct. 15. 

All stands holding their own here- 
abouts, with ‘Knute Rockne’ carrying 
the ball at the Majestic for knockout 
gross and certain holdover. ‘Third 
Finger, Left Hand,’ at Loew’s State, 
is also one of the toppers. 

Lack of usual downtown Columbus 
Day parade hurt matinees, but eve- 
ning shows were jammed. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Argentine Nights’ (U) and ‘Diamond 
Frontier’ (U). Nothing to rave about. 
though fair $5,700 is in the offing. 
Last week, ‘Spring Parade’ (U) and 











‘Men Sky’ (RKO) (2d wk), swell 
$5,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Westerner’ (UA) and ‘Sky Mur- 


der’ (M-G) (2d run). Holding snap- 
py pace for promising $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) and 
‘Dulcy’ (M-G) (2d run), hefty $6,006. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)— 
‘Leather Pushers’ (U) and “‘Thunder- 
ing Frontiers’ (Col). Weekend juve 


trade helping for good $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Gay Caballero’ (20th) and 
‘Nobody’s Sweetheart’ (U), okay 
$3,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Pier 13’ (20th). 


Taking town by storm and, though 
turnover is limited by the three-hour 
show, is still headed for grand $12.,- 
000. Last week, ‘City Conquest’ (WB) 
and ‘Calling All Husbands’ (WB) 
swell $8,500. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Third Finger’ (M-G) and ‘Glamour 
Sale’ (Col). Promising neat $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Westerner’ (UA) and 


Los Angeles, Oct. 15. 
(Best Exploitation: Chinese) 

Only weekly change houses show- 
ing any decided strength on current 
week are Loew’s State and Grau- 
man’s Chinese, day-dating with ‘The 
Westerner.’ Four of the first runs 
have holdovers, the day-date Warner 
houses with an additional five days 
of ‘Rockne’ and the RKO and Pan- 





currently, which is no surprise to | . 
| front of a Broadway business house 


Moveover | 
|from Palace for second week. Socko |} 


‘Men Against Sky’ (RKO). Very poor | 


, tages with ‘Hired Wife.’ 


Paramount is augmenting ‘Chero- 
kee Strip’ with the Louis Armstrong 
orch and getting a nice play from 
the colored contingent. Other houses 
are doing just fair. 

Widespread publicity was obtained 
through newspapers and from other 
angles through gag stunt arranged 
as bally for ‘Westerner’ in Chinese 
theatre forecourt Friday night by 
George Watters. John Kimbrough, 
star player of the Texas Aggies, here 


for an intersectional game with 
UCLA, put his footprints in the ce- 
ment, far outstripping (in size) 


those of any screen celeb previously 
imbedded. Other members of the 
Texas team also participated and 
newspapers went heavily for art. 
Watters also projected a trailer on 


for the Chinese-State showing, had 
a —. with Chesterfield ciggies 
which brought hundreds of window 
displays, and a Transcontinental air 
program featuring Doris Davenport 
of ‘The Westerner’ cast. 

Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518; 55- 
83-$1.10-$1.65 ) ‘Thief Bagdad’ 
(UA). Korda production debuts (17) 
with a $5 premiere, proceeds going 
to Motion Picture Relief Fund and 
| British-American Ambulance Corps. 
| Two-a-day schedule follows, 





Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-44-55-75 )—‘Westerner’ (UA) and 
| “Yesterday’s Heroes’ (20th) dual. 


| Cinema colony responding nicely to 
; Samuel Goldwyn’s latest. Looks like 
|}nice $10,300. Last week, ‘Public 
Deb’ (20th) and ‘Caution’ (UA), very 
| poor $4,500. 
| Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Slightly 
| Tempted’ (WB) (2d wk-five days), 
| Despite drop on weekday attendance 
after smash opening, ‘Rockne’ is be- 
ing held for extra five days, with 
likely $7,000 in till. First week, after 
| Strong start, eased to around $10,000, 
good. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 55-75) 
—'Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) (3d 
wk). Continues to show strength 
and current stanza headed for $5,800, 
after last week’s excellent $7,300. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-44-55-75) 
—Snow White’ (RKO) and Disney 
Academy winner shorts. Hollywood 
| boulevard’s latest first-run outlet is 
| experimenting this week with the 
| Walt Disney Festival and getting ter- 
| rific $6,000. New house record set 
over Sat. and Sun. Last week, ‘Fight 
|for Life’ (Col) did a nosedive on 
|nine days for around $2,000. 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
— ‘Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Slightly 
Tempted’ (WB) (2d wk). Five-day 


holdover will likely add okay $5,500, 
after first week finished around 
$9,000, lower than weekend opening 
warranted. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
| — ‘Girl Havana’ (Rep) and 

show. Abbott and Costello, making 
| their first Coast stage debut, credited 
with bulk of fair $13,500. Last 
second runs on screen, 

| Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 


tage 


Ft L 
WCeK, 


‘Hired Wife’ (U) (2d wk) and 
/‘Glamour Sale’ (Col). Holdover 
| justified and should hit very good 
$7,000. First week, satisfactory 


$10,500. 


Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Cherokee Strip’ (Par) and 
Stage show. Louis Armstrong orch 
must be given eredit for okay 
$16,500 on nine days Last week, 
‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Quarter- 


back’ (Par), garnered slim $10,000 on 
six days. 


RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55) — 
‘Hired ~ Wife’ (U) (2d wk) and 
‘Glamour for Sale’ (Col). Looks 
headed for good $6,900 on holdover, 


after first stanza 
$10,900 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,414: 30-44- 
99-75 )—‘Westerner’ (UA) and ‘Yes- 
terday’s Heroes’ (20th). Good $15,000 
in sight. Last week, ‘Deb’ (20th) 
and ‘Caution’ (UA), brutal $6.500. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55 )—‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) 
(24d wk) and ‘Captain Caution’ (UA), 
Nice $4,000. Last week, ‘Band’ solo- 
ing, hit comfortable $5,000 on move- 
Over. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
—Strike Band’ (M-G) (2d wk) and 
‘Captain Caution’ (UA). Headed for 
good $5,000. Last week, with ‘Band’ 
single-billed, big $7,300. 


returned excellent 





‘Sky Murder’ (M-G), good $13,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)-— 
‘Angels Broadway’ (Col) and ‘Sing, 
Dance’ (Rep). House enjoying up- 
lift for good $6,000. Last week, ‘Pri- 
vate Affairs’ (U) and ‘Ski Patrol’ 
(U), so-so $4,000, 
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THEY KNEW WH 
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WILLIAM BOEHNEL, N.Y. WORLD-TEL. — 
“A fine and moving comedy-drama... The acting 
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KATE CAMERON, N.Y. DAILY NEWS — 
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“A finely acted and superbly directed motion pic- 
ture... Story a deeply stirring manifestation of 
passion in various forms . . . A mixture of hearty 
comedy and tense drama.’’ 


LEE MORTIMER, N.Y. DAILY MIRROR — 


“This tense, powerful portrayal of Sidney Howard’s 
Pulitzer Prize-winning play is the best picture to 
tenant the Music Hall since ‘Rebecca’. Like that film 
it will receive serious consideration for the Acad- 
emy Award.” 


HOWARD BARNES, N.Y. HERALD-TRIB. ~ 


“‘Recreates a real chunk of human experience... 
Few enough motion pictures do this, and when one 
does, it should be saluted... It is an excellent film 
... absorbing and moving . .. deserves to be calied 
distinguished.”’ 





Directed by 


GARSON KANIN 


with 


WILLIAM GARGAN, HARRY CAREY, FRANK FAY 


SCREEN PLAY BY ROBERT ARDREY From the Pulitzer Prize Play by SIDWEY HOWARD 


in every way is superb . . . Charles Laughton gives 
a heartrending performance, and fine jobs are 
turned in by Miss Lombard and Gargan as the two 
who sin.” 


EILEEN CREELMAN, N.Y. SUN= 

“The Music Hall carries along still further the cur- 
rent flood of good pictures . . . ‘They Knew What 
They Wanted’ is a warmly human drama, a picture 
that will remain in your mind and your heart for a 
long, long time.’’ 


ROSE PELSWICK, N.Y. JOUR.-AMERICAN — 


“Expertly translated to the screen... takes its place 
as one of the season’s outstanding productions.” 


ARCHER WINSTEN, N.Y. POST — 


“Everyone connected with ‘They Knew What They 
Wanted’ has done a good job.”’ 
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THEY WANTED! 


IN SAN FRANCISCO, NEW 
YORK, CHICAGO, DETROIT, 
BOSTON, NEW ORLEANS 
AND COLUMBUS... AND 
THEY'RE HOLDING OVER! 
..» MORE BIG OPENINGS 
THIS WEEK IN A 
RE OF FIRST-RUNS! 
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MARRY €. EDINGTON Executive Producer Produced by ERICK POMMER 
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FILM DAILY SayS . « » “Ranks among the best 


oa sure-fire attraction... seethes with fun-poking, crisp 


dialog, love interest galore, spectacular dancing and a 
pack of slick songs!” 


MOTION PICTURE DAILY says... one 


of the top musicals ...10 musical numbers, the finale 
being one of the most outstanding seen on the screen.” 


HOLLYWOOD VARIETY says... «Probabiy 


the fastest stepping and most exuberant musical ever 
turned off the screen— an orgy of gyrating youth, gaiety, 
flirtatious nonsense which is right down the groove.’ 


HOLLYWOOD REPORTER says... ts 


numbers are top flight and each has sock entertainment 


.». proves that the screen is far ahead of the legitimate 
in entertainment.” 


LOUELLA 0. PARSONS, 1.1. examiner says... 


“A whirlwind of gay songs, dances, football, college and 


pretty girls... delighted the preview audience at Pantages 
last night.” 
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ILLEGE TOWN OPENINGS 


for the big musical made for the 
young in heart everywhere! 






























a te old “POTAWATTOMIE” from the gangs at 


University of Illinois Alabama Polytechnic 
CHAMPAIGN, ILL. AUBURN, ALA, 
Pricey . University of Alabama 

orth Carolina 
CHAPEL HILL, H.C TUSCALOOSA, ALA. 


University of Nebraska 


LINCOLN, NEB. 


University of Colorado 


University of New Mexico 


ALBUQUERQUE, NN. M. 
University of Texas 


University of Wisconsin University of Tennessee 


LAS > 


MADISON, WISt, KNOXVILLE, TENN, 
University of Idaho University of Miami 
MOSCOW, IDAHO MIAMI, FLA, 
NR TI Washington State University of Missouri 
PULLMAN, WASH. COLUMBIA, MO, 
University of Michigan University of Kansas 
ANN ARBOR, MICH, LAWRENCE, KAN, 


CARLSON + ANN MILLER 
OS) ARNAZ + HAL LeRoy 


RADIO 
PICTURE 





Produced and Directed by GEORGE ABBOTT 


HARRY E. EDINGTON, Executive Producer 
Screen Play by JOHN TWIST 








AUSTIN, TEX. COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO. 
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THE GREAT DICTATOR 


United Artists release of Charles Chap- 


lin production. Stars Chaplin, features 
Paulette Goddard, Jack Oakie, Reginald 
Gardiner, Henry Daniell, Billy Gilbert, 


Grace Hayle, Paul Weigel, 
ecovich and Carter de Haven. 
directed by Chaplin. Editor, Willard Nico; 
photography, Karl Struss and Roland 
Totheroh; music, Meredith Willson. Pre- 
viewed at Astor, N. Y special press 
screening, Oct. 14, '40; regular run at 
Astor and Capitol, N. Y., commencing Oct, 
15, '40. Running time, 127 MINS, 
Hynkel, Dictator of Tomania........... 
Charles Chaplin 
Napaloni, Dictator of Bacteria..Jack Oakie 


Maurice Mos- 
Written and 


with the picture ending on a serious 
rather than a comical note. 

The sequence leading up to the 
speech, strong in comedy value, 
gives promise of something to arrive 
that doesn’t. Having escaped from 
a concentration camp in an officer’s 
clothes, the little barber is mistaken 
for Hitler, and is royally welcomed 
into Austria. His fears that he’s 
| going to be slapped down any minute 
land the baffling state of affairs in 
which he finds himself, together with 
his German pal who has also been 
'in camp, make for rich comedy re- 





«+ 656058 eanees 04 3 Reginald Gardiner | 

Gaewtnehh....cociscccess: ...Henry Daniell | Sults. ° Pe alg 
OS rere Billy Gilbert | The vast majority of the action is 
ee agetent...... “ey erace Hayle | built around Hynkel and the Jewish 
a Jewish Barber...........Charies Chapin | Carver. It shifts back and forth be- 
a adie ae 9 Paulette Goddard tween the two, backgrounded by 
BEY. JAOCKE). vocssccccces Maurice Moscovich | Hynkel lieutenants, Storm Troopers 
Mr. Mann.+..s1.:s1.ss0.s-Bernard Goreey | 80d People of the ghetto, Not so 
ee SEs i a Ganecetti sea liveecs Paul Weigel | much is devoted to the dictator who 


Charlie Chapin nas been away 


nearly five years, his last film, ‘Mod- | 


ern Times,’ having been released 
early in 1936. Since then @ictators like 
Hitler and Mussolini have become 
objects of scorn among civilized peo- 
les. Chaplin is among those who 
ave nothing but utter contempt for 
them and their methods, and he 
makes no bones about it in his pro- 
duction of ‘The Great Dictator.’ He 
takes time out to make fun about it, 
but always there is a strong under- 
tone of rebellion against the perni- | 
cious isms now troubling an entire 
world. The preachment is strong, 
notably in the six-minute speech at 
the finish, but also the comedy, 
which Chaplin has woven around the 
dictators, at whose expense he makes 
fun (partly with a sneer), is ex- 
tremely entertaining. 


Audience reaction can’t help but 
be favorable, granting that Nazi 
oat are not considered at 
all. 
film it is virtually certain that the 
average customer will go out of the 
theatre with a feeling of having 
thoroughly enjoyed it. This is with- 
out regard to the portions of the 
film which dwell too strongly on per- 
secution of Jews in Germany, the 
pathetic lot of the ghetto unfor- 
tunates, or the manner in which 
Chaplin burlesques the dictatorships. 


For the reason that there is much 
good comedy in the picture and, to 
some extent, also because of the anti- 
Nazi note struck, the boxoffice po- 
tentialities are excellent. Among 
other things, a ready-made audience 
has been created for the Chaplin 
production. Its timeliness is a very 
important merchandising asset. Also, 
the picture has had much advance 
publicity and the curiosity aroused 
in its connection no doubt is second 
only to that which was built up for 
‘Gone With the Wind.’ 


The Chaplin policy of secrecy, 
teasing his public for years, is still 
another factor in its favor so far 
as gross returns are concerned. And 
it shouldn’t be overlooked that there 
are also a lot of Chaplin fans who 
never miss any of his pictures, and 


see these more than once. It was 
in February, 1936, that ‘Modern | 
Times’ was released, while behind 


that was ‘City Lights,’ exactly five 
years previous. 

The fact that Chaplin talks may 
or may not tip the scales much at 
the b.o. He speaks throughout the 
film, but wherever convenient de- 
pends as much as he can on panto- 


mime, a field in which he has been | 


entirely unique. His panto has al- 
ways talked plenty. 

Chaplin plays a dual role, that of 
a meek little Jewish barber in To- 
mania and the great little dictator of 
that country, billed as Hynkel. On 
the opening of the film, in 1918, the 
barber is a soldier who becomes a 
mental case and doesn’t come to his 
senses until Hynkel is high in the 
driver’s seat. He goes back to his 
barber shop and, in the sequences 
there, as well as in the ghetto in 
which his modest business is located, 
he talks in a timid voice. 


frenzied Hitler fashion. 

It’s when he is playing the dicta- 
tor that the comedian’s voice raises 
the value of the comedy content of 
the picture to great heights. He 
does various bits as a Hitler spout- 
ing at the mouth in which he en- 
gages in a lot of double talk in what 
amounts to a pig-Latin version of 
the German tongue, 
thrown in here 


and there, plus a 


classical ‘Democracy shtoonk.’ Chap- | 


lin is swell on the vocal horse-play 
with the German language. On vari- 


ous occasions as Hitler he also speaks | 


English. In these Instances ne talks 
with force, as contrasted by the 
mousey, half-scared way he speaks 
as the poor barber. 

Somewhat of a shock is the com- 
plete transformation of the barber 
when he delivers the speech at the 
finish, a fiery and impassioned plea 
for freedom and democracy. Look- 
ing like Hitler, he has been mistaken 
for the latter and, before a huge 
throng of Nazis in what can’t be any- 
thing but Austria, he delivers the 
stirring oration. As a twist he gets 
a big hand, but the intent is not clear 
except to subtly suggest that the 
Nazi laddies are not in sympathy 
with the other Hitler they have 
known. This and a few feet of Paul- 
ette Goddard, who hears words of 
encouragemenrtoand inspiration off in 
the distance, as she rises to her feet 
from the cowardly Storm Trooper 
blows that had struck her down, 
wind up the film. It is a peculiar 


Through the 127 minutes of the | 


In the 
scenes where Hynkel figures, how- 
ever, Chaplin is screaming in the 


with grunts | 


is Navaloni (Mussolini). Jack Oakie 
plays the satirized Duce to the hilt 
and every minute with him is socko. 

In making up the billing, Chaplin 
has displayed an unusually keen 
sense of humor. While Hynkel is 
the dictator of Tomania, Napaloni is 
the ruler of Bacteria. Tomania 
higher-ups include Garbitsch (Goeb- 


bels) and Herring (Goering). These 
are played effectively by Henry 
Daniell and Billy Gilbert. They 


figure fairly prominently in the fun 
Chaplin pokes at the dictators and 
also in the cases where he is taking 
pot shots at them, such as reference 
to getting rid of the Jews, etc. A 
terrific twist from Chaplin is the de- 
| cision of the Tomanians to also get 
rid of all the brunettes so that there 
may be a true ‘Aryan’ race. 

There are numerous little gags 
|planted in sequences, both with 
‘Hynkel and with the barber— 
| strictly Chaplinesque. In a couple 
| instances laughs are drawn from 
pantomime that is Chaplin_of the old 
‘school. The comedian veers a bit 
|away from the getup that made him 
famous but in a few shots he is 
there with the baggy trousers, bam- 
| boo cane and all. As the dictator, he 
‘he is a cocky, blustering little guy 
| who depends on comedy from an en- 
|tirely new direction as well as from 
his speech. 
| The romantic scenes with Miss 
|Goddard are held down. Miss God- 
| dard, photographing beautifully even 

if a peasant type and her face dirtied 
lup somewhat, plays an oppressed 
| Jewish laundress who flees to Aus- 
tria and new hopes after her barber- 
ing boy friend has been taken off to 
a concentration camp. 
| acters billed as ‘People of the Ghetto’ 
are comparatively unimportant, but 
Paul Weigel stands out sharply as a 
|comedy charactér despite the brief 
faotage. 
| covich, Emma Dunn and Bernard 
|Gorcey. Grace Hayle plays Madame 
| Nanaloni, while Carter de Haven is 
|the Bacterian Ambassador. Neither 
lare in there for long nor are their 
| contributions important. 

| The technical aspects of the pic- 
|ture impress, particularly the music, 
serving as background for the action. 
It was composed and directed by 
Meredith Willson. Char. 


The Thief of Bagdad 
(With Songs) 
(TECHNICOLOR) 

Hollywood, Oct. 10. 





United Artists release of Alexander Korda 
production; associate producers, Zoltan 
Korda and William Cameron Menzies, Di- 
rected by Ludwig Berger. Michael Powell 
and Tim Whelan; associate’ directors, 
Geoffrey Boothby and Charles David. 


Screenplay and dialog, Miles Malleson; sce- 

nario, Lajos Biro; camera, George Perinal, 

Osmond Borrandaile; special ——? Law- 
Vil 


rence Butler, Percy Day; editors, liam 
Hornbeck, Charles Crichton; music, Miklos 
Rozsa; production manager, David B. Cun- 
ynghame, Previewed at Carthay Circle Oct. | 
10, ‘40. Running time, 105 MINS. 

PERE 6 0646 60606600 06000008Nees Conrad Veidt 
ROR 2k 00eeb0bs00.006600600860800. ae Sabu 
PRIM. - geik ck cccéacewanaeeua June Duprez 
MEMES. ccvccceveessevcesegasessd John Justin | 
SG, cvve pccnsewsabiseres ce ens Rex Ingram 
SSUITAN. .cccccccccccccccesccceenGs Mallonon 
Cie RI s 550 0000s 600 eesarees Morton Selten 
Jaffar’s Alde...ccisccccccceess Mary Morris 
i nS PPPereereerrerr ere Bruce Winston 
RN nto 500sntbd0be6 60RaeS Hay Petrie 
SEMOT. 0 cccvccevesteneseveeced Adelaide Hall 
F PEER EVEP ETUC LTE CCT Roy Emerton 
ONE 6.0 -kb bs 0ee-dbbreseued Allan Jeayes 


‘The Thief of Bagdad’ is one of the 
most colorful, lavish and eye-appeal- 
ing spectacles ever screened. It’s an 
expensive production accenting 

| visual appeal, combining sweeping 
panoramas and huge sets, amazing 


special effects and process photog- 
raphy, and the most vividly mag- 


|nificent Technicolor yet. These fac- 
tors insure its b.o. success, and com- 
pletely submerge the stolid, slow and 
{rather disjointed fairy tale which 
lacks any semblance of spontaneity 
in its telling. 

‘Bagdad’ may enjoy success in a 
few key spots as a roadshow attrac- 
|tion. It can also develop into a 
smacko grosser and holdover attrac- 
tion in the regular houses. Both will 


generate in direct proportion to audi- | 


ence acceptance of the fantastic ‘Ara- 
bian Nights’ fable presented as back- 


_ful mounting. 

| Alexander Korda retains only the 
| Bagdadian background and title in 
| presenting his version of the picture 


| first turned out by Douglas Fair- | 


_ banks in 1924. But while Fairbanks 
|presented dash and movement 
| to his story, to have the latter dom- 


‘inate his spectacular settings, Korda | 


|uses the reverse angle. As result, 


| audience interest is focused on the | 


| production and technical displays of 
jthe picture, and the unimpressive 


Other char- 


Others are Maurice Mos- | 


ground for the more important color- | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘The Great Dictator’ (UA). 
Charlie Chaplin. That's all 
brother. 

‘The Thief of Bagdad’ (Korda- 
UA). Lavish and colorful spec- 
tacle should do smacko biz if 
audiences will accept fantasy at 
this time. 

‘Thire Finger, Left Hand’ 
(M-G). Moderately entertaining 
farce-comedy starring Myrna 
Loy and Melvyn Douglas. 

‘A Little Bit of Heaven’ (U). 
Gloria Jean starred in comedy- 
drama of strong program rat- 
ing. 

‘Moon Over Burma’ (Par). 
Familiar triangle in tropical set- 
ting develops according to for- 
mula at tedious pace. 

‘Girl From ».venue A’ (20th). 
One of the weakest Jane Withers 
pictures. 

‘Dancing on a Dime’ (Par). 
Lightweight program filmusical 
provides adequate support for 
the auaiers. 

‘Melody and Moonlight’ (Rep). 
Sprightly musical that looks okay 
for the dual top-rung. 

‘World in Fiames’ (Par). Grip- 
ping documentary version of 
militarism’s world rise since 
1929. Timely for all audiences. 

‘Gun Code’ (Indie). Tim Mc- 
Coy in another western geared 
only for dualers. 

‘Queen of the Yukon’ (Mono). 
Irene Rich and Charles Bickford 
in old Jack London yarn of the 
goldrush; pans out weakly. 

‘Let George Do It’ (FA). A 
comedy from England, with good 
songs, that should do all right in 
this country. 








fail to measure up to the general pro- 
duction qualities. , 

Picture is not only over-length in 
itself, but contains numerous scenes 
| that run too long. In many. instances, 
|the camera is held on a _ scene 
jlong after the action has moved on, 





|}and in other spots, scenes that have | 


|nothing more than pictorial beauty 
|are cut in. 

| The story combines many imagina- 
tive incidents culled from Arabian 
| Nights fables. There’s the mechani- 
ical horse that flies through the air; 
the giant Genie. of the bottle; the 
j|huge spider that guards the all-seeing 
eyc; the six-armed dancing doll; the 


| evil magic of the villain; and the | 
|famous magic carpet. All of these | 


j}are presented via special effects 
| photography, and only in a few in- 


stances is the process work obvious. | 


These fantastic devices and indi- 
| Viduals are interwoven into the story 
|of the romance of the~Prince of 
|Bagdad and the Princess of Basra. 
| Despite the attempts of the grand 
vizier to keep them separated, the 
forces of good—and the gamin 
thief of Bagdad 
|}triumph over all for eternal happi- 
ness. 


Korda spent two years in prepara- | 


|tion and ‘Thief of 
| Bagdad.’ 
'cluding the city of Bagdad and sea- 
port of Basra, were shot in England, 
in addition to most of the dramatic 
action, With the war stopping pro- 
duction in England Korda moved to 
Hollywood to complete the picture, 
| substituting the American desert and 
| the Grand Canyon for sequences that 
|he originally intended to shoot in 
| Arabia and Egypt. 
| Conrad Veidt is most impressive as 
the sinister grand vizier, sharing 
honors with Sabu, who capably car- 
ries off the title role. Supporting 
players are typically English in both 
their acting and methodical reading 
of dialog. On both the acting and 
directing sides, picture is obviously 
deficient. 

Sabu briefly sings his theme song, 


production of 


‘I Want to be a Sailor’ at several | 


points. There’s a salty male chorus 


for the opening sequence at the sea- | 


port, and a brief vocal number by 
Adelaide Hall in the princess’ quar- 
|ters of the palace. 

The Technicolor display is the re- 
sult of latest improvements installed 
in the processing of tint prints in the 
color laboratory; and the increased 
quality provides a major advance 
for the color company. The new 
processing methods effectively im- 


prove definition, and provide reality | 


and plasticity in the color factors. 
Walt. 


Third Finger, Left Hand 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of John W. 
| Considine, Jr., production. Stars Myrna Loy 








}and Melvyn Douglas; features Raymond 
| Walburn, Lee Bowman, Bonita Granville, 
| Felix Bressart. Directed by Robert Z. 
| Leonard, Original screenplay by Lionel 
Houser; camera, George Folsey; editor, 
} Elmo Vernon, Previewed at Westwood 
| Village, Oct. 8, '40, Running time, 96 
| MINS, 

Margot Sherwood Merrick....... Myrna Loy 
Jeff Thompson............. Melvyn Douglas 
A. re Raymond Walburn 
Po. 3: eee ee Lee Bowman 
| Vicky Sherwood........ ..Bonita Granville 
| August Winkel........----... Felix Bressart 
BAR eee Donald Meek 
| Beth ee CTE er ee Ann Morriss 
Hughie Wheeler -Sidney Blackmer 
RES ene Ernest Whitman 
MONS ei rcbederssicnncicss Halliwell Hobbes 


‘Third Finger, Left Hand’ is suffici- 


and somewhat disappointing climax story and stagey acting of the cast! ently light and fluffy in its farcical 





(Sabu )—finally | 


All of the large sets, in- | 


setup to provide diverting entertain- 
nent as a_ bill-topper. Starring 
combo jof Myrna Loy and Melvyn 
Douglas carries sufficient marquee 
strength for normal and profitable 
b.o. Story is of mild texture, and 
obvious from the opening reel. Al- 
though lacking sustained pace, it 
still displays several corking comedy 
‘episodes that are sufficient to get it 
across with the general audiences. 

Myrna Loy is presented as a mag- 
azine editor, who—on assuming the 
post—invents a fictitious husband to 
insure her job against the jealous 
forays of the boss’ wife. But she 
soon meets Douglas, a roaming art- 
ist who’s quick on the thinker, and 
the pair fall in love. After discov- 
ering status of her illusionary mate, 
he moves into her home as the miss- 
ing husband, and from there on it’s 
a melange of by-play and provok- 
ing situations until the eventual 
windup. 

Much footage is consumed in get- 
ting to the meeting of the pair and 
the start of their romantic adven- 
ture, which carries through despite 
the continual bickering and surprise 
attacks of one against the other. 
Tempo is bumpy along the way, hit- 
ting peaks and vaMeys of audience 
interest due to lack of sustained 
punch in the script. But the laugh 
passages that do appear serve ma- 
terially to provide adequate enter- 
tainment overall. 

Robert Z. Leonard directed with 
a capable hand, and did much _ to 
overcome .the lightweight script. 
Miss Loy “continues in the come- | 
dienne vein, similar to those she 
employs in the ‘Thin Man’ pictures, 
with excellent results. Douglas is 
okay as the artist who takes advan- 
tage of the situation with some 
snappy maneuvers aiming at the 
happy result. 

Felix Bressart adds much to the 
comedy side with a slick character- 
ization of a fidgety photographer. 
Others in support include Raymond 
Walburn, Lee Bowman, Bonita | 
Granville, Sidney Blackmer and 
Ernest Whitman, Walt. 


A Little Bit of Heaven 


(WITH SONGS) 


ment of ‘Eli, Eli,’ a chorus of ‘Pen- 
guin Song’ from ‘Under-Pup,’ and 
two new tunes, ‘After Every Rain- 
storm’ and ‘What Did We Learn at 
School.’ 

Plenty of broad and easily under- 
— comedy is generated by 

gh Herbert, Frank Jenks, Stuart 
Erwin, Eugene Pallette and the mis- 
chievous team of kids, Butch and 
Buddy. C. Aubrey Smith delivers 
his usual capable performance as the 
wise and philosophical grandpop, 
while Nan Grey and Robert Stack 
are in mainly for romantic interest, 

Pasternak parades a large group 
of oldtime film stars and favorites 
briefly before the camera as the 
adopted uncles of the youngster, in- 
cluding Noah Beery, Sr., Maurice 
Costello, Charles Ray, Fred Kelsey, 
Monte Blue, Tom Dugan, William 
Desmond, Kenneth Harlan and Pat 
O'Malley. 

Picture is directed by Andrew 
Marton, and marks his first assign- 
ment in this country after piloting 
pictures in Europe for several years, 
He does a first rate job all around, 
keying up comedy and dramatic 
punches in good style. Musical di- 
rection by Charles Previn, and pho- 
tography by John Seitz are all of 
high quality to add to overall back- 
ground of the picture. Walt, 


MOON OVER BURMA 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Oct. 11. 
Paramount release of A. M. Botsford 
production. Stars Dorothy Lamour, Rob- 
ert Preston, Preston Foster; features Doris 


Nolan, Albert Basserman. Directed by 
Louis King. Screenplay by Frank Wead, 
W. P. Lipscomb and Harry Clork, based 


on story by Wilson Collison; camera, Wil 
liam C. Mellor; editor, Stuart Gilmore; 


songs, Frederick Hollander, Harry Ravel, 
Frank Loesser. Previewed at Westwood 
Village, Oct. 10, °40. Running time, 74 
MINS. 

Arla DOAN... cccccevceccess Dorothy Lamour 
Chuck Lane....cccccccccees Robert Preston 
Bill Gordon. ....ccccsccccves Preston Foster 
Cynthia Harmon.......ee.. eee Doris Nolan 
Arnold Renner...-....+-++4 Albert Basserman 
Stephen Harmon.........- Frederic Worlock 
Art BryaM.ccccsccscccscced Addison Richards 
Sunshine. .coccscccsccscccsesses Harry Allen 
BERTAMN. cccccccscesecccocers Frank Lackteen 
TEUGR sock evvccedecséenes couscmeeneee FTICD 


When a girl is needed for one of 
those stories with a tropical setting 
—whether it be Latin America, the 
South Seas or East of Suez—the 





Hollywood, Oct. 10. 





Universal release of Joe Pasternak pro- 
duction; associate producer, Islin Auster, 
Stars Gloria Jean; features Robert Stack, 

| Hugh Herbert, C. Aubrey Smith, Stuart 
| Erwin, Nan Grey, Eugene Pallette, Billy 
| Gilbert, Butch & Buddy, Directed by Ane | 
drew Marton. Screenplay by Daniel Tara- | 
dash, Gertrude Purcell and Harold Gold- 
man; original by Grover Jones; camera, 
John Seitz; editor, Laslo Benedek; ass’t | 
director, Fred Frank, songs, Frank Skin- | 
ner, Sam _ Lerner, Vivian Ellis, Ralph 
Freed; musical director, Charles Previn. 
Previewed at Pantages, Oct. 9, '40 Run- 
ning time, 85 MINS, 
SERED. shoves 0e84¥ebebercesenads Gloria Jean 
ws ba vikndcandancne ewes cue Robert Stack | 
gp. PEROT CSTE ET CTT etree Hugh Herbert | 
CN... scneebscovecsens C, Aubrey Smith 
COCEOM + 0.6.5 00.0600 0000506665606 0 eee Eee 
SN sis 65) akg cee Kono wee e Ce tee a ee 
oy i ee ae Eugene Pallette 
SOOP cess bie ees .... Billy Gilbert 
eer Ps 6 0s 64 6-0 ..eeee-- Butch & Buddy 
[EEG RGR BR Bag ee Nana Bryant 
Db brttcewe ob cebudeeseouuss Tommy Bond 


PRE? CDs scecdesevbeeceswakes Frank Jenks 


Se ONE ER COTE TUTCT Noah Beery, Sr. 
BINGO DOUG: occ ciseetste Maurice Costello | 
Me NV ORS 6eséectecne’se ..++-Charles Ray 
SWmCre FOC coscccccecsccss ...-Fred Kelsey | 
| EMCI Pal.ccoseccs saaeneceoeeven fonte Blue 
DP RSE Ts Ke kbe eves s cov eas .-.-Tom Dugan 
Uncle Francis.......... .William Desmond 
iy Ae wees. KGgar Deering 
SIND ONE 640460 25006800 Kenneth Harlan 
GC Se Re PO a Pat Q’ Malley 


Ie SPI: 660 06004008 4beaD David Oliver 
Radio Conductor Charles Previn 


eer Kitty O'Neil 
POUR she ba S6se8s peseeun as Helen Brown 
| eer ...5ig Arno 
Madame Lupinsky......... Rafaela Ottiano 
EN SEEOONS. ba 60504 soko 2.06 .Chester Clute 
BPO MPURON6 4666665004 d0008a0 ee Renie Riano 


—— } 

Light and breezy, ‘A Little Bit of 

Heaven’ combines sufficient senti- | 
mentality, comedy interludes, hu- 
|maness on the corny side and good | 
| music to get it across without trou- | 
|ble as an above par programmer 
that will catch many top dualer | 
spots, but hit its best b.o. stride in | 
| the family houses. 
Picture is Gloria Jean’s second | 
| solo starrer under the deft produc- | 
| tion guidance of Joe Pasternak, and 
will advance the youngster’s rating | 
as an audience attractor. It’s a suc- | 
cessor to her initial production of | 
‘Under-Pup’ of a year ago, with sim- | 
| ilar texture, but it carries along most 
|of the characters of ‘Under-Pup,’ 
|including her adopted uncles who 
range through’ all the uniformed 
services of the city departments. | 
_ Gloria and her rather large Seen | 
ily live in a 10th avenue tenement, | 
with the youngster practicing the 
golden rule principle with everyone | 
in the neighborhood. Her appearance 
on a sidewalk radio broadcast re- 
sults in a contract which establishes 
the group in a swank apartment. | 
Everyone in the family goes berserk | 
except Gloria and cantankerous old 
grandpa, C. Aubrey Smith. When 
a swank party ignores the girl’s old 
friends from the tenement district, 
Gloria deliberately loses her voice 
prior to a concert performance. This 
chases the family back to the old | 
home pronto for renewal of the | 
happy group, and Gloria recovers in 
time to go on for the concert per- 
formance, 

Gloria Jean displays ease and 
poise in handling her role with 
marked agility, again demonstrating 
that she does not have to depend 
alone on her vocal abilities to keep 
her in the picture ranks. She sings 
five numbers during the running, in- 
cluding the old Ernest R. Ball-J. 
Kiern Brennan number used for the 
title; ‘Dawn of Love,’ a new arrange- 














| States. ‘ \ 
|this case as the motivating factor in 


| teak forests back of Rangoon. 


| great importance. 
| be for dual support. 


| ‘Mexican 


'scripter digs into the formula and 
| comes up with either a native beauty 


or a stranded showgirl from the 
The latter was selected in 


an eternal triangle adventure in the 
Com- 
bining an obvious plot with static 
direction and acting, ‘Moon Over 
Burma’ will have to battle along as 
a standard programmer of not too 
Best spotting will 


The familiar ingredients of sex 
conflict and jungle hazards are in- 


| cluded in the script, which also rings 
ithe alarm for a forest fire and a log 


jam in 
finish, 


the river gorge before the 
The main surprise is that the 


'script holds together as well as it 


does, with all the creaking situations 


|that are dug up for the story frame- 


work. 

Robert Preston and Preston Foster 
operate a teak lumber cainp for the 
blind owner, Albert Basserman, The 
tough job of getting the logs out on 
time is handicapped by shortage of 


funds for native wages and pro- 
visions. Preston falls for the 
stranded American entertainer in 
Rangoon, and brings her to the 


camp. While she adjusts herself to 
the spot, Foster falls for her while 
Preston tries to hold onto his prize. 
Romantics are forgotten when das- 
tardly schemes nearly prevent the 
logs from moving down the river; 
and both the forest fire and jammed 
river have to be overcome before 
Dorothy Lamour gets her man. 
Miss Lamour provides the roman- 
tic interest for the two pals to bat- 
tle over, without the usual sarong 
draperies, but with enough scanty 
attire to display her figure. She has 
two songs, ‘Moon Over Burma’ and 
Magic,’ both in deep- 
throated tones. Second piece is best 
of the pair, Foster works hard to 
make something of his role, and 
does fairly well under the circum- 
stances. Preston is adequate as the 
on-the-make guy, while Basserman 
turns a good characterization as thé 


blind plantation owner. Dori 
Nolan is prominent in a_ sketchy 
role, Walt. 


GIRL FROM AVENUE A 


20th Century-Fox release of Sol M. Wurt 
zel production. Stars Jane Withers; fea- 


tures Kent Taylor, Katharine Aldridge 
Elyse Knox, Laura Hope Crews. Directe: 
by Otto Brower. Based on play, ‘The 
Brat,’ by Maude Fulton; screenplay, 
Frances Hyland; camera, George Barnes: 
editor, Louis Loeffler; musical direction, 
Emil Newman. At Nebraska, Lincoln, 
dual, Running time: 73 MINS. 
WOO 5 9 500 65555 60599 b's KOE RT ES Jane Withers 
PORE s 6 5006600656645 860d %5 Kent Taylor 
BAM 5605 45409065555405% Katharine Aldridgé¢ 
PS ol! SPP Pee arrrr ere ere Elyse Knox 
Mrs. Forrester.......... Laura Hope Crews 
mer®. VOR DYKE. . 2.5. ctecvecse? Jessie Ralph 
PUR cshecideuss bae¥Semmes Harry Shannon 
Se ey eran eee eo Vaughan Glase! 
i Dev Oscericpeereedsececvonnnrenes Rand Brooks 
eee ene Ann Shoemake! 
MORONS £00000 00K EES ESOC ES George Humbert 
Not one of Jane Withers’ best 


She’s being maneuvered over the 
jumps at 20th, trying to slide over 
the gangly period and into pre-in- 
genue stuff. ‘Girl From Avenue A 
is a period piece, of the gaslight, gas- 
buggy era, a rather trite re-scanning 
of the story of the guttersnipe who 
captures the fancy of a rich guy 
(Continued on page 31) 
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Civil War 


Scars Almost Effaced 
In Madrid With Show Biz Upturn 








‘By JOSEPH D. RAVOTTO 


Madrid, Oct. 1. 

Clare Boothe’s ‘Women’ has un- 
officially started Madrid's winter 
season of amusements. In the last 
week there has been a decided up- 
beat in entertainments here although 
another fortnight must pass before 
the capital gets into its regular win- 
ter-season stride. 

All this, of course, is still a far 
ery from the Madrid of pre-Civil 
War days, when dawn was closing 
time; yet, its comeback has been 
amazing when everything is consid- 
ered. Theatres, cinemas, cafes, res- 
taurants and bars are flourishing, 
and unless a peak is taken in the 
corners where tourists don’t usually 
go, one would never believe that 
there had been a war here. 

Spain has suffered terribly, and 
many years must pass before all the 
scars of that struggle are effaced. 
Much progress has been registered 
along these lines but much more re- 
mains to be done, 

Although practically all the effects 
of the capital’s:- bombing have been 
removed from the buildings on the 
main avenues and streets, a random 
walk in the small sidestreets occa- 
sionally brings one face to face with 
the carcass of a house, or one that 
is gutted or one that is potmarked 
by shellfire. People live in some of 
these houses with only two or three 
walls still standing. 

The Telefonica, the highest build- 
ing in Madrid, has been completely 
restored. University City, however, 
remains as it was on the last day of 
the war, when the so-called Red gov- 
ernment surrendered its arms. It 
stands as a monument to the hero- 
ism of the Nationalist troops as does 
the ruined Alcazar in nearby To- 
ledo, some 35 miles away. 


Want to Forget 


French Film Distrib 
Lags, Turns to Prod. 


Mexico City, Oct. 15. 

Jorge M. Dada, a leading distribu- 
tor of French pix in Mexico, who 
gained a precedent of the federal 
supreme court by nixing the censors’ 
ban on the film, ‘Arlette and Her 
Papas,’ has turned producer because 
of increased difficulties in obtaining 
supplies from Europe. 

Dada is working on his first pro- 
duction, a comedy, which he expects 
to give him a most Merry Christmas. 


PIC PRODUCTION 
SPURTS IN 
SPAIN 


Washington, Oct. 15. 

Spurt in the production of Spanish 
films was reported last week by the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce. Communication from 
the office of the American Commer- 
cial Attache at Madrid cited ‘notable 
progress’ in local production since 
the termination of the civil war, ex- 
plaining that prior to the conflict 
development of the indystry had 
been slow because of ‘severe cOm- 
petition’ from American, German, 
French and Italian film companies. 

Since peace was declared in April 
last year, Spanish studios have pro- 
duced 24 feature pix, plus many 











London in Wartime 


London, Oct. 1. 
Pathe reeler Richard Butler, while 
lensing West End raid recently, was 
hurled 40 yards by an explosion, 
netting back injuries and concussion. 














Anthony Asquith at Denham mak- 
ing a short for the Ministry of In- 
formation. 





Fox-Movietone has established a 
camera unit atop roof of its office 
building in Soho. Crew is on the 
spot nitely for London anti-aircraft 
gunning. 





Sydney Bernstein, chief of films 
division of government’s propaganda 
bureau, does sentry duty outside en- 
trance to the concern he bosses, 





Scenery of ‘While Parents Sleep’ 
was destroyed by raid while on 
transit to Edinburgh, and company 
had to hunt around locally for make- 
shifts to open in time. 





Troops and their rifles are causing 
a headache to theatre managers. 
Military rule insists soldier must not 
be parted from his weapon, but 
civvie patrons no like to sit along- 
side. 


Lange, Lawrence 
To Europe, Seek To 
~ Salvage Par, M-G Biz 


Fred Lange, Paramount’s European 
chief, took the Atlantic Clipper for 
Lisbon Thursday (11) to personally 
supervise the necessary liquidation 
work in Nazi-controlled countries 
where Par has been ordered to halt 
distribution. If he finds conditions 
somewhere near normal he expects 
to remain abroad for several weeks, 











newsreels, shorts and cartoons, Ma- 
drid reported. Number of foreign | 





Yet, in the midst of their labors | 
and trails, the Spanish people want | 


films have been dubbed. 


Advance was attributed to the | 


} 
| 


to forget the past by seeking a lit-| stimulus given by government reg- | 


tle legitimate pleasure. 
iards are fatalists and the events of 
the last few years have made them 
even more so. 
live very much in the present with- 
out too much trust in the future and 
spend as they earn. 

A stroll along the most important 
spots on the main boulevard would 
give an observer the impression that 
the Madrilenos were the gayest peo- 
ple in the world, and this impres- 
sion would be quite right. The Gran 
Via or Avenida Jose Antonio has 
more the appearance of a main ave- 


4 nue in an American city than one in 


Europe. It is the Broadway of 
Madrid and is white-lighted all along. 
Cafes, bars, cinemas, legits, res- 
taurants and important shops line 
avenue on beth sides. 

During the summer lull, all of 
Madrid that remained behind con- 


Consequently, they | 


| 


The Span-| ulating agencies which have made it 


hard for foreign companies to in- 


|troduce new pix or to secure films | 
Also, a} 


for dubbing and copying. 


large group of local artists has been | 


developed and production technique 
has shown a steady improvement. 

Ten producing studios and five 
dubbing studios at present are op- 
erating in Spain, according to the 
report. 


Aussie Exhibs Plan 
Protest vs. Possible 
U.S. Film Rent Hikes 


Sydney, Oct. 15. 











With the war-time price-control 


centrated their attention on bull-| ¢ommission operating under Profes- 


fighting. 


and forecasts, just as Yank sports 
Sheets are full of baseball scores in 
the summer, a foreigner is surprised 
to find out not the large number of 
Spaniards interested in bull fights, 
but the large number who are not. 
Many have never seen a fight nor 
care to, while countless others only 


see a fight on the rarest of occasions. | 
And, too, it is not alone the forefgner | 
is revolted by the killing of | 


who 
bulls and goring of horses. 
Spaniards feel the same way. 
The Verbenas (Fairs) 
Another’ form of amusement dur- 
ing the hot summer months con- 
sisted in going to the verbenas 
(fairs) which surrounded the city. 
Being outside the city bounds they 


Many 


remained open far beyond Madrid's | 


2 a.m. curfew law, and after dinner 
or theatre folk dashed here to con- 
tinue the fun. Beyond the city 
limits one could also find many small 
restaurants, cafes, simple 
where one might hear and _ see 
Flamenco singing and dancing. There 
were also three or four dance spots, 
but all of this required a car, and 
Car-riding in Spain, at five pesetas a 
liter ($1.50 per gallon), has become 
quite a luxury. Needless to say all 
these spots have suffered in direct 
consequence, 

Aside from this form of fun, 
Madrid has been in a sleepy state 
these past three months. 
were shuttered, only half the first 
class restaurants open, the classiest 
bars in town closed, the showcases 


hotspots | 


Hotspots | 


Although the papers are! sor Copeland, exhibitors here plan|_ 
chockfull of bullfight descriptions| to protest to the commission should |§ 


U. S. distributors increase rentals on 
next year’s product. Exhibitors are 
emphatically opposed to admission 
increases to offset any hike in film 
|rentals. Because of this stand, they 
| have flatly opposed any attempt by 


| distribs to tilt the scale on product, 


deals. 





News to N. Y. 

No general increase in film rentals 
is being considered for New South 
| Wales, according to information in 
|New York. Higher percentages will 
be sought on certain outstanding at- 
tractions in Australia and elsewhere 


in the foreign market when distribs | Sc | R d Pp f 
- Scarlef-hed Frot. 


believe the product justifies such in- 
creases. Such tilts will be patterned 
| after any raises asked in the domes- 
tic market. 

cazar recently and met a mixed re- 
ception by the press. Only up the 


| 


street, at the Calderon, ‘Madre 
Guapa’ (‘Beautiful Mother’) met 
with a better reception. ‘S.O.S.,’ 


with Raquel Meller, at the Coliseum, | 
has been hitting it well these past | 
few months and is still going sfrong. 

The cinemas has not yet shown 
any signal revival but the first pic 
of the new season will come out} 
within the next fortnight. It is the 
Italian-made ‘Siege of the Alcazar’ | 
with Spanish, Italian and French ac- 
tors, which won one of the main 
prizes at the recent Venice film 
festival. Already -new American, 
French and German pictures are 


showing old American, French, Ger- ready for showing, while three or} 


man, Italian and Spanish films. 


‘Women,’ adapted in Spanish by | season should be on view before the | 
Samuel Ros, was preemed at the Al-| end of the month. 


four Spanish-mades, not released last 





federation ‘of 


lin this land, 


istar, is to be put aside. 
ltion’s execs have been assured that 
ithe majority of the labor units that 


possibly months. Otherwise, it 
would be a quick trip. He is the 
first American film company Euro- 
pean head to return to Europe since 
nearly all major company represen- 
tatives came back to the U. S. after 
the fall of France. 

Ludwig ‘Laudy’ Lawrence, Metro’s 
}manager for Europe, will Clipper 
|abroad today (Wednesday) unless 
| the plane is delayed on departure 
idate, now threatened. He will 
|be accompanied by Louis Chatain, 
| director of the company’s operations 
in France. Both Lange and Law- 
rence plan visiting Portugal, Spain 
and possibly France. Trip to France 
will depend entirely on conditions 
and approval of their visits. Law- 
rence also intends visiting Italy, 
where Metro has maintained a small 
office ever since the distribution set- 
up of the company was withdrawn 
ifrom that country. Both Lawrence 
and Lange planned going to Europe 





| by inability to secure visas to visit 
;even Lisbon or Barcelona. 
| Chatain, who suffered a parlytic 
|stroke while flying to the Coast about 
ago, has recovered suffici- 
ently to travel back to his home in 
France. He had been recuperating 
in N. Y. for nearly 11 months, 
Besides the work of liquidating 
holdings in Belgium, Holland, Ger- 
many and the Nazi-controlled por- 
tion of France, both executives likely 
will attempt to establish headquar- 
ters and a system whereby other 
parts of Europe and nearby nations 
may be more efficiently serviced 
now that the Paris office, which was 
the Continent’s headquarters, is shut 
down, 


;a year 





Mexican Labor Politics May Be Less Unsympathetic 


to Bu 


Qeeen 


several weeks ago but were held up| 


Sydney, the ‘New York of the Pacific” 
Deplores Its Near-Extinction of Legit 





Azcarranga Group Plans 
Six-Theatre Mex Circuit 


Mexico City, Oct. 15. 

Teatro Alameda, owned by the 
Emilio Azcarranga group, is building 
up a class cinema circuit with the 
reconditioning of the veteran Cine 
Bucareli and the construction of two 
other houses, total cost of which will 
be $400,000. The circuit is to ulti- 
mately have six links. 

Pictures will have first runs at the 
Alameda, then go on the circuit. 


AMUSEMENT BIZ 
TAPERS OFF 
IN MEXICO 


Mexico City, Oct. 15. 

Amusement biz is very slow here 
right now, what with the inevitable 
economic lull at the end of the six- 
year presidential term, armed 
trouble at home still a prospect, 
though this peril has become less; 
war preparations by the U. S., which 
now increase the jitters in Mexico, 
and no signs of any comeback of the 
American tourist trade, a thing that 
this biz urgently needs. Yet there 
are some bright spots, strengthening 
of the peso against the dollar for 
one, which affords U. S. pixmen 
more coin to send home, and expect- 
ed huge outlays in Mexico both by 
the U. S. government for naval and 
air bases and business *nen for vari- 
ous kinds of investments for an- 








other. 
Cinemas continue to be the most 
popular general indoor diversion. 


Night spot trade just so-so. Con- 
certs are pretty much stag affairs, 
men outnumbering femmes in the 
|} audiences as much as eight to two. 
| Tourist agents held an emergency 
| meeting and decided to ask the gov- 
l|ernment to do something toward 
helping them out, by more intensive 
| advertising, particularly in the U. S., 
|and the granting of extra special 


| facilities for visitors. 











Argentine ‘Invasion’ 
Concerns Mexican 








Mexico City, Oct. 15. 

Domestic pic producers are wor- 
‘ried about an ‘invasion’ of Argentine 
| films, 34 of them, which will be re- 
| leased here from the end of this year 
|} to early in 1941, the biggest batch of 
| these productions to arrive together. 

Looks as if the Mexican makers 
| will have to take it, for their pro- 
|duction this year promises to set a 
new low. Output is not expected to 
| exceed 30. 

Promised government aid 
|expected to improve 


is not 


‘that 1941 will witness better times 
because of the promise President- 


elect Gen. Manuel Avila Camacho, | 


| scheduled to take office Dec. 1, made 
'during his electioneering that he 
will do all he can toward giving 
Mexico a thoroughgoing pic industry. 





Looks Washed Up 


Picture Producers | 


conditions, | 
|'though the industry has high hopes | 





Sydney, Sept. 25. 

Sydney, the New York of the 
Pacific, is in a tragic position so far 
as legit is concerned. The present 
war has had nothing to do with 
legit’s complete decline; it was 
anemic long before Hitler came to 
full power, and its sponsors seem- 
ingly have never tried earnestly to 
revitalize flesh-and-blood in this 
sector, 


For some time there’s been con- 
siderable catering to the class popu- 
lace, with repeats of the Covent Gar- 
den Ballet and replays of Gilbert- 
Sullivan operas, the high prices for 
which left the general public cold. 
No new shows of any importance 
have been spotted here; what does 
flow in nowadays comes from the 
mothballs with such oldtimers as 
‘The Student Prince,’ ‘Vagabond 
King,’ etc. No new faces are spotted, 
and the talent generally carries very 
little marquee value. When the 
mothball shows run out, it looks as 
though legit will be run out of this 
territory completely. With legit in 
its present form, a quick demise 
would probably be more welcome 
than a lingering one to those who 
remember the time—and not so very 
long ago—when legit was tops here. 


Then and Now 


During World War I, when Hugh 
J. Ward headed J. C. Williamson, 
Ltd., legit was in a flourishing state 
in four major legit houses locally. 
Today, the city itself has only one 
legiter. Ward knew what to buy 
from U.S. and England for here. He 
kept up a continuous import policy, 
tempoed his attractions to the right 
key and maintained big names on 
the marquees. 

Falling out with the Taits, who 
later combined with Williamson, 
Ward joined the Fullers in legit op- 
position and scored with such major 
hits as ‘The O’Brien Girl,’ ‘Little 
Nellie Kelly,’ and many others, 
Finally, Ward retired, and later, the 
Fullers—Sir Ben and John—split, 
with the former sticking in show 





biz to a minor extent, and the latter 


| going into real estate. 
Williamson-Tait, when the talker 
era hit legit, were given no opposi- 
tion, but gave up three theatres: one 
is now a hotel, one a department 
store and the third a pic house, 


A New Bid 


Ken Asprey’s Australian and New 
Zealand Theatres, Ltd., also went 
floppo. 

Alibi for the few new shows or 
talent is that government monetary 
restrictions prohibit coin from flow- 
ing out of this territory for prod. 
uct purchase, and likewise prohibits 
talent from taking earnings away. 
However, against this alibi is the 
fact that long before restrictions 
came in to cover wartime exchange, 
few new shows or talent had been 
imported to this territory. 





PATHE, 20TH, RKO 
| PROD. IN ENGLAND 


London, Oct. 1. 

| Pathe’s Welwyn Studitos-has six 
features outlined, ‘This Man Is Dan- 
gerous,’ ‘Streets of London,’ ‘Murder 
in Haunted House,’ ‘Second to None,’ 
‘Look for Silver Lining’ and ‘None 
But the Brave’. 

20th Century Productions has 
rolled ‘Kipps’. In addition to Michael 
Redgrave, casting of lead roles com- 
pleted with Diana Wynyard, Phyllis 
Calvert, Arthur Riscoe, Frank Pet- 
tingell and Mackenzie Ward. Carol 
Reed directs. 

Sally Gray draws femme spot op- 
posite Hugh Sinclair in RKO’s 
‘Saint’s Vacation’ at Denham. 





WB Continues Production 
With ‘George and Margaret,’ in- 


| 
+ | 
siness | itial quota film on its former sched- 





Mexico City, Oct. 8. 

Amusement biz is speculating as to 
what new stand the powerful Con- 
Mexican Workers, 
dominator of stage, screen and radio 
will take now that it 
looks like a cinch that Prof. Vicente 
Lombardo Toledano, long boss of the 
Confederation and Mexico’s labor 
Confedera- 


belong to the organization will vote 
against Toledano and for Fidel 
Velasquez at the annual officers’ 
election in November. 

In other elections, Toledano won 


jand has been openly accused of being 
| Stalin’s Mexican mouthpiece. 
;actions have caused several films to 
| be banned, many plays to be chased 
|and radio program producers to be 
plenty scared. 

| Velasquez has been active in labor 
affairs since 1919. He is now the 
|Confederation’s organization sec and 
| press agent. Whether or not he will 
|carry on like the present boss or 
'soft peddle leftism has not yet been 
| determined, for the Confederation, 
|like President Lazaro Cardenas, isn’t 
given to talking in advance. But the 
stepping down of Toledano by itself 
jis seen as indicating a big change in 


‘in a stroll and is a decided leftist ! policy. 


| ule, out of the way, Warner Bros. is 
| Empire Is Built’ at the Teddingion 
His | 


carrying on production work on ‘An 


_studio near London despite heavy 
| Nazi bombing raids. Warners also is 
|laying plans to swing into production 
in England a feature based on the 
|history of the Cunard Line. A third 
| quota film also is being considered. 

| ‘Empire’ is based on the life of 
Benjamin Disraeli and reputed to 
differ from the ‘Disraeli’ picture in 
which George Arliss starred. Film 
-has John Gielgud and Diana Wyn- 
|yard in the leads. Although reports 
received in N. Y. are that actual 
| work on a picture must shut down 
| during even a nearby bombing raid, 
| shooting on the vehicle goes forward 
| rapidly between lulls. 
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roads established the fast 0 ¢ 
i , the world Passenger mail waite 
et tal the news moved ne ster tha the f stest horse 
sinicaehttiett But then, © now, the men of journe constantly 
ot cies searched for faster ns of pringing ne to th people. Sp “ 
P i Sess and truth Was the ax10m ¢ a great profess ony Julius Reuter S 
puilt his life oF that @ jom * 
Today, the & at me f journalis™, from gnaging ; 
editors 0 reporters, still live py thos two words , _¢yuth and ' a 
It is to them, the gentlemen of the Fourth Estate, th ee t 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


‘Accent on Charm, produced by. 
Russell Markert, with Anne Roselle, | 
Louise Fornaca, Marie Grimaldi, ' 
Frank Paris, Loren Hollenbeck,| 
Carlos Peterson, Jan Peerce, Irving 
Landau Glee Club Rockettes, ‘March 
of Time’ and ‘They Knew What They | 
Wanted’ (RKO), reviewed in VARIE- 
Ty Oct. 9, 40. 








‘Why,’ said little Rollo, ‘is the stage 
show called ‘Accent on Charm’ this 
week’ 

‘Don’t pay any attention to the 
name of the stage show,’ said papa, | 
‘they have to have a name. Russell 
Markert can’t just call it stage show 
number 456.’ 

‘Who's that directing the overture?’ 
continued Rollo. 

‘Who knows?’ said papa. ‘From 
the back of this par five it’s just a 
man in black tails with a stick.’ 

‘Is it Erno Rapee?’ 

‘Let’s see,’ said papa, thinking, ‘is 
this the last show Saturday night? 


No; it’s Thursday. I don’t know, 
Rollo. I can’t make out at this dis- 
tance. It’s either Erno Rapee or | 


Frank Nowicki or Jules Silver. You 
never know for sure who’s directing | 
at the Music Hall.’ 

‘Why don’t they put up a sign?’ | 
said Rollo. ‘Maybe j eople would 
like to know.’ 

‘They would, except that they 
never have,’ said papa. ‘The Music | 
Hall is devoted to tradition.’ | 

‘Well, I like the overture, ‘Dance 
of the Hours.’ It’s sort of nice and 
soothing and has a fast finish.’ 

‘That's more Music Hall tradition,’ 
said pop. 

‘Who’s that woman standing out 
there all alone on the big stage?’ 
asked Rollo. 

‘The program says it’s Anne Ro- 
selle. Nice voice, eh?’ 

‘Yeah,’ said Rollo, ‘I guess so. But 
she looks awfully lonesome.’ 

‘It isn’t half as lonesome as it used 
to be opening the show at the Ameri- 
can Roof,’ said papa. 

‘Well, she made it,’ said Rollo, as 
Miss Roselle took the high notes and 
the bows. ‘What next?’ 

‘Next comes ‘Mauve Decade.’ 

‘Let me guess,’ said Rollo, ‘is it a 
ballet?’ 

‘Smart boy,’ said papa. 
Rogge trains them.’ 

‘It must be a hard grind. Look at 
all that leaping and pirouetting and 
whatchamacalling. Artistic, eh, 
pop?’ 

‘Very Rockefeller, very Rockefel- 
ler,’ agreed pop. 

Rollo also liked Frank Paris, who 
works dolls a la marionette. A new 
twist on old stuff, said dad. “That’s 
showmanship,’ he added; ‘th® fellow 
has used his imagination to create a 
cute novelty. They could use more 
cute novelties at the Music Hall.’ 

‘Not so loud,’ said Rollo. 

‘It says Shoemaker’s Holiday next,’ 
said pa, lighting a match to read the 
program. 

‘O-oh, look,’ said Rollo, ‘funny feet 
with radium. Here comes the 
wham.’ 

Meaning the Rockettes 
perky routine. 

‘Now,’ guessed Rollo, ‘the bottom 
of the stage will open and the entire 
company will come up behind Jan 
Peerce.’ 


‘Florence 





with a 


‘ have necessary looks. 


| sisting him, including George Wilt- 


effect by wearing freak costume and 
tooting Own accompaniment on sax. 
Tap dancing of Louise Shannon is 
worth a second gander. Gal has! 
looks, a nice taste in clothes, and 
manages to inject personality into 
her hoofing. 

Terry Howard, with her version 
of how a little girl behaves and inis- 
behaves, rings the bell. Tiny and 
blonde, she’s cute; assisting her is 
Jack Talley, pleasant-voiced singer | 
with troupe. 

Show really has two lines—the 
Five Sailorettes, gal tumblers, and 
the Eight Daughters of Satan. All 


STATE, N. Y. 


George Jessel revue with Rochelle 
Hudson, Jean Parker, Isabel Jewell, 
Steffi Duna, Lya Lys, Betty Jane 
Cooper, Jean Gary, Lois Andrews, 
Ruby Zwerling house orch; ‘Argen- 
tine Nights’ (U), reviewed in Va- 
RIETY Sept. 4. 








Right at home in the midst of a 
flock of young beauts, George Jessel 
manages to contrive an interesting 
hour’s entertainment out of the 
troupe of seven Hollywood femmes 


highlighted by effective drum 
whacking. Biings on Frank Ross for 
his impression of a radio show. As- 
sisted by his femme partner, Ross 
ives out with vocal impressions of 
usse, Clyde McCoy and a hillbilly 
combo, imitating musical instruments 
without resorting to his hands to 
help produce the tones. Employs 
comedy panto to highlight his im- 
pressions. Following vocal of ‘No- 
body’s Baby’ in French dialact by 
Miss LaPierre, he contributes im- 
pressions of Popeye, Roughhouse and 
Olive Oil and closes strongly with 
hot licks to partner’s vocal of ‘St. 





with whom he has been traveling as 
a unit. Lacking any sock a <y 
" : He a, cept that of the head man himself, | 
from big Holy Name street —- the aggregation proves amusing | 

sees largely because it is so different | 
from standard vaude shows. Too 
much of the same would be deadly, 
but in its present form this unit is | 
pleasantly palatable without en- 
dangering the State’s rafters through 
over-enthusiastic response from the 
audience. 

Jessel, as might be expected, draws 
the opening with an explanatory in- 
troduction as to what he is doing. 
He then brings the gals out one by 
one, interviewing each in ' — 

ed : . »r of a newspaper reporter (for the 

The John Kirby band of six with © ea : 
Maxine Sullivan, swing singer, form fe mney ge Se Pm age me 
— angen pv thny Bo some minor information from the 
things, contains some strong bur- onde — page Rey 
ao See - ee ggg = Each girl is asked her fave actor. 
8 Cunpemmary, & WhiSs act, P© Each replies Clark Gable. For the 
Quartet (New Acts), is included in! gale all the femmes are brought 
the lineup. enme a S| on stage and Jessel appears in the 
nicely with three songs. roup 1S| Gable getup from ‘Gone with the 
made up of three women and a man. | wing’ 

Latter is Hope and, of course, is not | 
to be confused with the comedian of 
the e name. 

Usually the band here works as 
the second half of the show; with) 
Kirby, the orchestra is also used up) 
front. Tooters and Miss Sullivan | 
close the proceedings. Band is one 
of the best among smaller combina- 
tions, including Kirby on the bull 
fiddle. He is the husband of Miss 
Sullivan, -who is doing three num- | 
bers here. 

Pigmeat is a comedian working in 


B. o. satisfactory when caught Sun- 
day), in spite of tough competition 


APOLLO, N. Y. 





John Kirby Orch (6), Maxine Sul- | 
livan, George Wiltshire, Bob Hope 
Quartet, Ralph Cooper, Ralph Brown, 
Vivian Harris, Marie Bartell and 
Williams Bros., Pigmeat and Freddie 
Robinson; ‘Girls of the Road’ (Col). 





Although each of the gals con- 
tributes a solo bit to the proceedings 
after she has been ‘interviewed,’ 
heaviest portion of the entertain- 
ment load must be shouldered by 
Jessel, and he does it well. His 
initial intro of the unit starts off 
top-heavily serious, but he soon 
swings into kidding his own affaire 
de marriage to Lois Andrews, which 
this crowd masticated gleefully. 

Incidentally, Mrs. Jessel is taking 
2 ee at on oe every show. 
: en caught, a single femme voice 
burlesque fashion. A frequent book-| ¢rom the audience, sounding sus- 
ing here, he is typical of the old’ picijously like a plant, shouted ‘Bring 
burlesque school, and with a lot of | out your wife.’ Like a flash, Jessel 
horseplay gets plenty of laughs. One! was into the wings and back again 
sequence is built around a presiden- with Mrs. J., who coyly took a bow 
tial election, while another is @)anq scrammed after hubby kissed 
courtroom scene that’s a bit too long. | her hand. 

Pigmeat has various persons as- | [She becames part of the act| 

} : ; henceforth, succeeding Steffi Duna, | 
shire, Freddie Robinson, Ralph who bows out this week to marry | 
Cooper and Vivian Harris. He is the | Dennis O’Keefe on the Coast.] 
judge presiding at the comical trial.| The Hollywood gals are all nifty 

Ralph Brown is a_tap-dancing| lookers and _ eye-catchingly cou- 
specialist who does nicely in tw0)|turiered, which is taking nice ad- 
numbers, one on the buck-and-wing | vantage of their principal stock in 
order. He has a fine sense of| trade because none is in the high- 
rhythm and scored strongly when) powered star class. 
caught. Another act is the trio of | Lya Lys’ contribution is Russian 
Marie Bartell and Williams Bros.,| gagging (‘They’re using borscht for 
who do comedy adagio work, getting | blood transfusions’), which falls 
over satisfactorily. | pretty flat. Isabel] Jewell does a 

Show is better than the average! dramatic bit about Maisie, the lunch 
here, has good pace and has been| counter gal, who loves a_ truck’ 
well staged.. House line of girls| driver ... but he marries someone 
works in the production numbers. |else. The phony tragedy of it—even 

Business good Friday night (11).| were it dene by Helen Hayes—is 

Char. embarrassing to the audience, suc- 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 








| slightly uncomfortable. 

Steffi Duna sings ‘La Cucaracha,’ 
| which she did in an RKO pic some 
years ago. Its kind reception is due 





ceeding in making nearly everyone | parade in colorful and gaudy abbre- 


Louis Blues.” Works well. 
Ben Yost’s New Yorkers follow 





with medley of musical comedy | 
numbers. Look well and have a| 
fairly potent vocal punch. 

Johnny Burke is back again and 
thanks to revival of martial spirit | 
and impending draft, has what it 
takes to produce a very timely and 
funny act. Wearing the nondescript 
uniform of World War I., Burke re- 
tells the gags of that day, getting a 
steady stream of laughs for his 
routine. Went big here and is made 
to order for any present-day layout. 
Mixes in a parody of pops which 
divides matters very well. ; 

Roxyettes follow crinoline opening 
by Yost ensemble in ‘It’s An Old 
Southern Custom,’ with nice work- 
out of a picture number employing 
parasols to good effect. 

Biz fairly good. 


ALVIN, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 12. 
Allen Gilbert, Line (16), Paul 
Allen, Beverly Clark, Dick Conrad, 
Jardiniere, Cowan and _ Golden, 
Happy, Tom and Jerry, LaFonds (2), 
Bobby Gilbert; ‘Three Faces West’ 
(Rep). 


Burm, 








With vaudeville, booked by Leo 
Shalkin out of the William Morris 
Chicago office, supplanting Midwest 
burlesque wheel shows to supple- 
ment the house production numbers 
with its 16-girl line, this vaudfilm 
policy inaugural, while suffering the 
handicaps of having been hastily 
booked and having been somewhat 
tossed out of kilter by several last- | 


minute defections, nevertheless pro- 
vides much entertainment talent. 
Three acts rate ‘good’ and it’s really 
a lot of show for the price. Eleventh 
hour substitutions were made neces- 
sary when illness caused the cancel- 
lation of the Rich and Gibson act and 
Chick Thomas, another performer, 
walked out after a dispute with the 
management, 

As usual, the production numbers 
with the 16 line girls, all lookers, are 
standouts. Including an ‘Alice Blue 
Gown’ ensemble, a ‘Viennese Waltz’ 
interlude, a fast, lively ‘minuet in 
jazz’ and a snappy cocktail shaker 
finale, these offerings are elaborately 
staged and costumed and furnish an 
impressive flash. The femmes dem- 
onstrate considerable dancing pro- 
ficiency. The eyefilling show girls 


viated attire. Throughout, for that 
matter, the raiment usually is suf- 
ficiently scanéy to reveal plenty of 
limbs and other uncovered cuticle. 
In using production numbers that 











‘ , : , ise | entirely to her looks. Rochelle Hud- 
A swell tenor’ said pop. ‘I San Francisco, Oct. 9. ; | ' 

wouldn’t know aheut weak things: | Fred Sanborn, Kirk and Clayton,' Son gets a bit of production buildup, 
but some people think he ought to Violet Carlson, Kwam Bros. (2), She chirps Too Marvelous for 
be at the Met.’ Herb Schriner, Rosita and Deno, Words Her voice falters, but she 


‘Well, why isn’t he?’ asked Rollo. 

*‘You’re too young to know about 
the Met,’ said pa. 

And then ‘They Knew What They 
Wanted’ began. Land. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 





Newark, N. J., Oct. 13. 

‘Funzafire’ unit’ unit with Benny 
Meroff Orch, Terry Howard and Jack 
Talley, Ken and Roy Paige, Eight 
Daughters of Satan, Wynn Twins, 
Five Sailorettes, Louise Shannon, Joe 
Bonnel, Al De Vito, Billy Morosco, 
Al Spiro, Jimmie Dunn, Sinder, Joe 
Fecher’s House Orch; ‘Doomed To 
Die’ (Rep), 

‘Funzafire’ is one of those slapstick 
laugh shows designed sto turn thea- 
tre into a madhouse for some 60 
minutes. It clicks. 

Benny Meroff’s orch remains on- 
stage practically throughout. Maestro 
not only batons but m.c.s, alternately 
turns comic and straight, and gen- 
erally paces smartly. A novelty of- 
fering with musicians is series of 
half-serious takeoffs of rival bands 
that registers solidly. Al De Vito, 
drummer, steps down from regular 
perch at one point and socks over 
impersonation of symphony kettle 
drummer—eating lunch from pail, 
batting pieces of toast about, etc. 

Gags keep popping through the 
show, in addition to which all of the 
acts get more or less serambled to- 
gether before it’s over. 

Ken and Roy Paige are zany 
comics With a repertoire of prattfalls, 
and the Wynn Twins, a midget and 
fat guy, also keep the situation well 
in hand. Stooges entrusted with the 
business of bouncing up in boxes, 
running up and down the aisles, and 
such other things as shouting insults 
at odd moments, include Billy Mo- 
rosco, Al Spiro, Jimmie Dunn, and 
Sinder. 

Joe Bonne! got a good hand with 


also gets by on appearance. 
Jean Gary, who's. getting her 
| screen baptism in RKO’s ‘Li’l Abner,’ 


Charles Kaley’s House Orch, Peggy 
O’Neill House Line; ‘They Knew 
What They Wanted’ (RKO). 


| : ; jivey warbling, some minor comedy 

Fred Sanborn is becoming a San | and tapping. 
Francisco institution. He’s back on | is a bit too far on the sophisticated 
the Gate stage for his second stanza | Side (What I like about you New 
Seah Mice oh ad oak ta habe | Yorkers is the way you shake 
| Within t ree months, and in be ween | hands’) at the start, but recovers 
ihe toplined the ‘Folies Bergere’ at | satisfactorily in a skit with Jessel, 
|the Expo. If possible, they like him | Which clicks nicely. It _ suffers 
better now than ever. and he can slightly from bad microphonics when 


me . iad “aces ale the couple move upstage to what’s 
apend the rest of ae _— ane “eo supposed to be a nitery table 
a = Cooper does a comedy stooge bit as 

: gg is the waiter; he’s also company mana- 
stunt to his trick xylophoning for ger 
this appearance, picking marshmal- Betty Jane Cooper displays more 
lows from between the staves and | tajent than any member of the sup-= 
| munching same. Payoff comes when porting troupe after she gets > bed 
J a ik, us , Cc LX . * ¢ Cc 





| seeedy-loo housewife climbs up ; 
eedy loc king ar * | song off her palate. She goes into 
from audience, prowls instrument | 4 tay session that’s a topper, exhibit 
‘ snags a hidden banana, which |; *." : gee “a , e 
ind snags a hidder ina, ing a load of skill in a flock of 


she peels and gulps on exit. 

This week’s acro opener is allotted 
to the Kwam brothers, two members 
of a Chinese troupe which worked | 
the Fair this summer. Decked out 
in Oriental costumes, which they 
didn’t use in the expo’s Chinese Vil- 
lage, pair do a minor fraction of 
|their routine, but it’s enough to 
| leave the viewers gasping. 

Balance of bill is occupied by two 
| dance teams—one, Kirk and Clayton, 
jin deuce, and other, Rosita and 
| Deno, closing, plus Herb Schriner, 
| mouth-organist, and Violet Carlson, 
| knockabout comedienne. Latter is 
| billed as making her first appearance 
| here, her humor being of a coarse 
| brand that’s below Frisco standard. 
Got her best laughs with some gag 
| props. A somewhat similar, but 
much better, act went through here 
two weeks back, same being Cass 
Daley. 

Schriner lad is a wizard on the 
harmonica, but his patter hits only 
about 50% of the time. His rube 4e- 
livery ties in nicely. He’s young 
and trying, however, and possibili- 
ties were recognized by audience, 
which gave him a nice reception. 


unique steps. Troupe carries its own 
special maestro, Mario Silva (Murry 
Smith). . 

| Jessel winds things up prior to the 
Clark Gable ‘Wind’ bit with a med- 
ley of his oldies, telling what hap- 
pened to the coin he made from 
each. It scores nicely. Herb. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Oct. 13. 
Gae Foster Roxyettes (16), Johnny 
Burke, Ross and LaPierre, Ben 
Yost’s New Yorkers (8), Phil Lamp- 
kin House Orch (12); Howards of 
Virginia’ (Col.). 











Lots of people on the stage he 
and a fairish layout. 
permanent line of 16 Roxyettes to 
break up interpolated specialties and 
building a stage-filling finale by com- 
bining the line and a return number 
by Ben Yost’s mixed singing octet, 
layout takes on a presentation form 
to rather good response. 

Opening with a patriotic drill to 
vocal of ‘I Am An American,’ line 








his eccentric dancing. He heightens! 


Wern. goes through some precision stuff 


to be released shortly, does a bit of | Beverly Clark, Dick Conrad and 


It’s okay. Jean Parker | 


Lou | 


Employing the | 


give the shows a revue air, in place | 
| of traveling stage bands or house 
stage musicians, Harry Hirsch and | 
Harry Katz, burlesque veterans, the | 
impresarios, are trying a vaudfilm | 
| experiment, locally at least. 


| Paul Allen, the last-named a house 
| fixture, are the singers and they 
| work in the production numbers. 
| Miss Clark also has her ‘own act. 
| Jardiniere, feminine dancer, appears 
| only briefly in one of the production 
|numbers and contributes little with 
| her semi-strip and near-nude. All 
the vocalists, however, are the pos- 
| Sessors of pleasing voices and sell 
their numbers well. 

Allen Gilbert, part of the Bobby 
Gilbert act, neatly m.cs, simply in- 
troducing the acts and making no 
attempt at Sagging. After the open-| 
jing “Alice Blue Gown’ production | 
number, Cowan and Golden, a come- 








dian and straightman from last 
| week’s burlesque wheel show, 
pressed into service at a moment’s | 


notice to replace the walkout Chick 
Thomas, start the vaudeville going. 
Considering that they supposedly 
threw their act together on a mo- 
ment’s notice, they did remarkably 
well with their exchange of banter, 
| grabbing many laughs. Cowan’s 
dancing also landed solidly. 

The La Fonds, man and woman | 
team, score with their eccentric and 
acrobatic comedy stepping. Later, in 
a production number, they blossom 
forth as first-rate adagio artists. 

Happy, Tom and Jerry follow a 
production number with a fast roller 
skating turn. There’s never a sur- 
oe the ye pace which 

wo men an ir intai 
throughout the act. etiewsacen: 

Miss Clark does nicely with her 
pop ballads and then, after another 
production presentation, Bobby Gil- 
bert comes through with the really 
first sock. Starting in the pit as a 
supposed orchestra member, he 
winds up on the stage with his 
straightman, Allen Gilbert, for some 
violining. His scrambled English is 
good for laughs and he Sinishes with 
some really worthwhile serious 
playing of the instrument. 

A well-filled house at the midnight 
Saturday show when caught. Rees. 











‘comedienne of the first water, 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 13. 

Wen Hai Troupe (5), Bobby 
Pinkus & Co. (3), Uncle Walter's 
Dog House (12) with Tom Wallace, 
Virginia Verrill, Charles Lyon, Bob 
Strong; Stan Myers & House Orch 
with Jessie Garwood, Kurt Whitney; 
‘I Love You Again’ (M-G). 








Another one of the radio personals 
that indicates little showmanship, 
little preparation and a complete 
lack of understanding of stage needs 
as opposed to what will go on radio, 
That’s the story of Uncle Walter’s 
Dog House, one of the most, popular 
cheapie musicals on the ether. This 
tobacco show indicates a radio fol- 
lowing, but playing here proves that 
the following is rural rather than 
metropolitan. The audience of this 
metropolis is not hurrying to pur- 
chase tickets. 

It’s 30 minutes of hodgepodge that 
gets few laughs, is messed up gen- 
erally and treated, seemingly, by au- 
dience and actors alike with a feel- 
ing of get-it-over-with-as-quickly-as- 
possible. 

There is no need of a New Act no- 
tice because turn is tied down pretty 
firmly to Chicago because of its ra- 
dio origination, and there is no like- 
lihood of it going on the road. 

Tom Wallace, who plays Uncle 
Walter, attempts to be folksy but 
misses the point completely. Charles 
Lyon, NBC announcer, doesn’t know 
quite what to do with himself and 
ends by being just too charmingly 
condescending. Bob Strong, the pro- 
gram’s regular musical _ director, 
works here with the house band and 
keeps wisely in the background. 
Virginia Verrill is the single show- 
saver with her low-pitched warbling. 
Works hard and puts over a couple 
of tunes in bang-up showmanship 
style that kept this audience asking 
for more. 

There is a quartet which does a 
vocal job of no _- consequence. 
Then follows a sketch showing how 
a husband gets into the doghouse 
due to a case of mistaken identity. 
It’s put on in high-school fashion and 
vets few laughs. They wind up by 
giving a dog away. Ping-pong balls 
are thrown out into the audience 
and the person getting the ball with 
Walter's signature gets a puppy. It’s 
an okay little stunt but has nothing 
to do with the show. 

Stan Myers is the new house m.c¢c, 
and orchestra conductor. Most of the 
pit band is composed of the standard 
Myers orchestra, with a few of the 
hoase men holding over. The or- 
chestra turns in an excellent job and 
Myers himself is a genuine person- 
ality who should develop into a box- 
office asset. Overture scores cleanly. 
Two warblers with band are Jessie 
Garwood and Kurt Whitney, who 
turn in capable jobs on pop tunes. 

Standard vaude turns dot the first 
half of the show. Wen Hai troupe 
is solid and will always make good. 
Has bulk and flash needed on all 
variety bills, is costumed well and 
clicks especially with acrobatic work 
on the horizontal bar. Bobby Pinkus 
is a performer with plenty of back- 
ground and experience but who still 
has not fulfilled his potentiality be- 
cause of the lack of proper material. 
Does some crossfire with a gal and 
some clowning out of burlesque with 
a male stooge. On his own, Pinkus 


| insists that his ‘I Like to Sock My- 


self on the Jaw’ number is very, 
very funny. And nobody seems able 
to convince Pinkus that he’s wrong. 


Business weak at the supper show 
Friday (11). Gold. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 9. 


Abbott and Costello, Cass Daley, 
Monroe Brothers, France and La- 
Pell, The Stadlers, Winston Cheno- 
weth, George Ballard, Al Lyon 


Orch; ‘Girl from Havana’ (Rep). 


Lou Abbott and Bud Costello, who 
have piled up quite a rep over the 


ether lanes, via Kate Smith's pro- 
gram, and who came west to make 
a picture at Universal, are making 
their Coast stage bow at the Or- 
|pheum this week, and clicking for 
solid returns. 


Running the boys a close race for 
applause honors jis Cass Daley, a 
whose 
mugging, contortion stepping and 
parodies provoked real belly laughs 
at today’s (Wednesday) opener. This 
is gal’s first trip to the Coast but 
vaude house managers should offer 
her plenty of work to keep her in 
these diggings for quite a spell. 

Abbott and Costello do pretty 
much their radio routine, with Ab- 
bott working straight and endeavor- 
ing to get his partner all tied up. 
Costello handles himself easily and 
his lines are always good for howls. 
Boys build much of their act around 
Costello’s dislike of mustard and is 
worked up to the wellknown ‘I’m a 
bad boy,’ which brought additional 
yells from these customers. After 
doing their double, boys come back 
after Miss Daley for a comedy skit, 
the three-shell game, in which 
lemons are used in place of nut- 
shells, and Miss Daley as an unpro- 
grammed male assistant. Skit ends 
in a blackout that sent pair off to 
ringing approbation. 

Another act, an oldtimer, that 
scored heavily today was the offer- 


(Continued on page 22) 
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exhibitors ever to view a picture will attend / 


the nationwide screenings of this $2,000,000 : 


giant roadshow. They come, first to view a 








its spectacular magnitude, second and more : 
important, to plan individually their most ex- : 
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ORPHEUM, L. A. 





| 
(Continued from page 20) | 
ing of the Monroe Brothers. This 
turn years ago was known as Mon- 
roe and Grant, with Monroe still 
doing his comedy tramp character. 
Pair registered for solid returns. 
France and LaPell do a perch act 
that is somewhat out of the ordinary, 
femme member of team doing some 
very clever balancing while mounted 
On a bicycle atop a high perch car- 
ried by the male member of the; 
act. It’s a flashy turn and deserved 
the applause it drew. ; 
The Stadlers are a dancing pair 
who combine grace with hokum, and 
click in all styles of terpsichore. 
Show opens with George Ballard, 
former Los Angeles busboy who won 
first honors in Orpheum’s ‘Sing a. 
Song With the Mike’ contest. al- | 
lard uncorks a fine tone and should 
go places with a little more train- 
ing. : 
Mises has a Monday-through-Fri- 
@ay stunt in a tieup with a local 
department store whereby portable | 
mikes are passed through the audi-| 
ence and any patrons wishing to} 
warble is permitted to do so. 
ston Chenoweth, who won an earlier | 
contest, repeats on the stage for | 
sixth week, displaying strong pipes 
in his rendition of a Negro spiritual. | 
Al Lyon orch plays a fast-moving 
overture and the maestro dlso pianos | 
©@n stage for Chenoweth’s number. 
Edwa. 


COLONIAL, DAYTON 


Dayton, Oct. 12. 
Ozzie Nelson Band with Harriet 
Hilliard; Barton and Stone, Roseann 
Stevens, Don Cummings; ‘Public Deb 
No. 1 (20th). 











Bright and cheery entertainment 
is furnished by Ozzie Nelson band 
and the several feature acts he car- 
ries. There are a minimum of the 
latter, headed by Nelson’s wife, Har- 
riet Hilliard. 

It’s an okay unit, with a tempo) 
that should delight in a ballroom, | 
being capable of playing both sweet} 
and swing. Opening is ‘Johnson Rag’ | 
and starts the boys off into con-| 
tagious swing. Next number goes to 
the other extreme, ‘Ever So Quiet.’ | 
From then on the tooters take a’ 
‘One O’Clock Jump’ and then make 
quite a specialty number out of ‘The | 
Man Who Comes Around,’ maestro, | 
the vocalists and the band boys all) 
taking a hand in the varying verses. | 

As a concluding number Nelson 
offers somewhat of an novelty, play- | 





'given over to Zelaya. 


‘Hutton and her 14 men. 


Lyons girl and she’s followed by the 
line in a sporty tennis takeoff. It’s 
Gilbert and Carroll for terping up 
and down steps, and then stage is 
He got a 
surprising hand from this family- 
type audience, opening with a Chopin 
‘Valse Chromatic’ and rings out 
equally well with ‘Wish Upon a Star’ 
and ‘Dark Eyes.’ Quin, 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 11. 
Ina Ray Hutton Orch, Hibbard, 
Bird and LaRue, Fid Gordon, Five 
Juggling Jewels, Evelyn Farney, 
‘Gay Caballero’ (20th). 








This house balances up last week's 
over-supply of females when the 
‘Hour of Charm’ orch held the stage 
with the current booking of Ina Ray 
The four- 
rhythm, three-trumpet, three-trom- 
bone and four-sax combo is strictly 
for the jitterbugs. 

Opens with ‘Topsy’ and ‘Five 
O’Clock Whistle,’ and through the 46 
minutes running time gives out on 
‘So What,’ ‘Nobody’s Baby,’ with 


Win-| Miss Hutton singing ‘La Conga,’ a that they had to hurry to a rebroad- 


rhumba, with leader patting a port- 
able tom-tom, and 
Song,’ with vocal by latter for finish. 
Miss Hutton goes through her cus- 
tomary gyrations while waving the 
stick, but makes only two changes of 
costume this trip instead of the usual 
numerous ones she displayed on 
previous visits. One tune is in the 
sweet department when Stuart Fos- 
ter deserts his trombone to step 
down front to sing ‘Nearness of You’ 


and encores with ‘Never Smile 
Again.’ 
Evelyn Farney contributes a 


couple of nicely done tap dances in 
the deuce spot. Comedy is provided 
by Fid Gordon, a regular at this 
house in the old vaude days, who 
gets chuckles with the novel way in 
which he bows his fiddle. Has stooge 


who comes on to warble a couple of | neat outfit with few faults, backs the 
| quartet of acts. Once a leader of a 


songs in falsetto. More comedy is 
dished out by Hibbard, Bird and 
LaRue, who do knockabout dancing. 
One of the trio comes on stage from 
auditorium as drunk to supposedly 
interfere with ballroom ancing. 
Some nice muscle work when two 
men swing the woman about the 
Stage. 

Mystery of the Five Juggling 
Jewels on the bill is one for the 
booker to explain. They’re typical 
opening or closing act for a vaude 
bill and are out of place in the mod- 
ern dansapation of the orch. Ama- 
zons toss hoops and dumb-bells, and 
are dressed in gold sequin gowns. 

Boxoffice on band shows is usually 


*‘Woodpecker’s | 


| idiom and is still in the throes of 


| Whether the band at this catching 


| lacked the punch and pep necessary 


work and calibre of the band con- 


VARIETY 
’ 

FLATBUSH, B KLYN tinue a bit haphazardly. Obviously 

it is going to be tough to book any 


| Al Donahue Orch. (15) with Dee, colored name bands away from the 
Keating, Phil Brito, Charlie Carroll;' nearby established Apollo theatre. 
Willie and Eugene Howard (4),'Consequently, the best bet for this 
Joey Rardin, Harry King and Arlene,| operation if it is to continue would 
/Carr Bros, (2); Shorts and News-|appear to be further stressing of 
reels. |stage production numbers and skits. 
| Modest scale of prices also may help. 
| With Willie and Eugene Howard’ Joe Levitt, house manager, is an old 
| getting top billing, the Flatbush hand at putting on stage shows, his 
| show this week is spotty in effect.| experience dating back to the Co- 
| That doesn’t apply to the work of lumbia burlesque wheel days. 
|the comedy team, which, in almost| Audience at show caught (Friday) 
every instance goes for heavy re-/ ate up the clowning of Sandy Burns, 
turns, but rather for portions of the | anus Brooks, et al. Familiar mate- 
supporting turns. Draw of the lay-|+jaj/ most of it from burley, kept 
out, however, seems unquestionable.’ the house roaring. The old cabaret 
= show nt Bs gal |scene introduces Edgar Hayes’ band. 
ouse was overrun with s ps. | is s ‘che s 
| "The Howards waits through the | 12 between is sandwiched the best 
| proceedings with click bits that build 
toward their finale, the y-now | 
| standard takeoff on the ‘Rigoletto’ good pepurns. Ki Bit a h 
quartet. In company with two un-| Nina Mae McKinney is in all three 
billed femmes the pair sock the ; Skits, but is best when vocalizing 
piece home for all it’s worth, Willie’s|‘More Than You Know. Fast-step- 
distractions keeping the place howl-| Ping line is back at the blowoff for 
ing and stopping everything cold. An @ terp stint that needs further de- 
encore was in order, but the two| velopment. Two unbilled lads 
guested on the Kate Smith radio| (house has no programs) dance in 
show that night and it was explained mild fashion while Estrelita confines 
mild dance movements to the skits. 
First airing was done between | She works as a straight feeder to 
the supper and last shows. | the comics. ' 
| Pair uncork opportunities for! Hayes crew, working most of show 
‘laughs in several places prior to in the pit, has been at the nearby 
the quartet interlude. Starting with| Apollo, so he’s fairly well known up 
|a lyrical argument over the merits|*his way. Playing and genera! rou- 
lof classical and pop tunes the | tine vary little from his last Har- 
| comedians set up constant giggles. | lem theatre date. Combo of four 
|Willie’s imitations of Al Jolson and | Saxophones, three trombones, three 
‘another of Bing Crosby crooning,|cornets, guitar, bass viol, piano, 
‘especially the latter, are funny.|4rums, with Hayes at piano, is 
| Garbed as a Mexican in another trip| Smooth working excepc when they 
‘to the plate, using a song about let out the valves on the brass sec- 
| winning a maid, he’s a bit weaker.| tion.’ Hayes still is weak in an- 
'Bounces back later, however, with | nouncing his numbers. ‘Stardust,’ 
_ his extremely humorous standard bit| the theme sig for crew, is the best 
| in cape, lipbeard and van dyke as a/ Orchestration but far too long. 
professor of French (with Yiddish in- | Byers, sax specialist, is okay with 
| terspersed), and it's a distinct click, | ‘Undecided.’ 
grabbing sock returns, 
Al Donahue’s band, generally a 














' cast. 


caught on with her clear-dictioned 
warbling, being forced to three en- 
cores after her initial song, ‘Now I 


_quieter-style band at the Rainbow| Lay Me Down to Dream.’ Also is 
|Room, class New York  nitery,|a trim dancer, Wear. 
Donahue switched to a popular 


‘juggling men to fit his ideas. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Oct. 10. 


| , aad : Sammy Kaye Orch (12) with 

to a good impression. Crew seemed | che Witwrt Jisemie Brown, a 
sweet, both of which it is normally| tur Wright and Tommy Ryan; 
able to handle well, arousing no re-| Three Nonchalants, Criss-Cross, Lil- 
action whatsoever. The band’s| 4an Mack, Gertrude Briefer, Three 
| balance could have been better, too.| Dancing Debs; ‘Diamond Fron- 
'On several arrangements requiring | *¢7 (U). 
| full ensemble the saxes were blacked 


was tired 
hearsals, 





from opening-day_ re- 
etc., wasn’t clear, but it 








staged number, with the choristers | 
in a modernesque dance conceit for | 


Don | 


Dell St. John, singer with band, | 





: | helped when cleffers have a radio 
ers tha e says various | - : : 

aa at: alae je pick out | outlet here, but Since this troupe is 

wher? putting a nickel into the juke-| Without an ether listing locally biz | 

boxes. End with ‘God Bless Amer-|'S off. At third show Friday (11) | 

ion | house was about half filled. Kiley. 

Miss Hilliard ‘has lost none of her | —— 

out of her sons. ‘That’s For Me’ as EARLE, WASH. 

a beginner offers Miss Hilliard and 

chinning. She then sings ‘Nobody’| Hollywood Co-Eds, Gene Sheldon, 

and ‘I’ll Never Smile Again,’ but her| Andrews Sisters, Sixteen Gae Fos- 

Boy,’ recently set to music. It has | 

a nifty sentiment. | This one is keyed niftily to mood 

with comedy patter, has made little | Despite tragic death of Rockne, the 

change in his act but it goes over) folks are arriving in same mood they 


out. 

Its arrangements, too, are incon- | 
sistent. ‘Burning the Midnight Oil,’ | 
announced as a brainchild of one| 
of the men, makes a favorable im- 
pression as do others, ‘Can’t Re-| 
sist You,’ for instance. On _ the 
other hand ‘Cherokee’ has been done 
much better by outfits that have) 
played it at this house. In addition, | 
better effort could have been made} 
toward a bowoff tune. ‘I Am An 
American doesn’t fit. Musically, the 
four-sax, three-trumpet three-trom- 
bone, four-rhythm group is satisfae- | 
tory except for an occasional faulty 
blend of brass. But it’s not too no-| 
ticeable. Charlie Carroll, drummer, | 





chic charm and stil: gets the most] 

Nelson opportunity for some marital Washington, Oct. 12. 

best bit is a brief verse, ‘To a Little | ter Girls; ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB). 
Don Cummings, the rope twirler| of audience attracted to the film. 


just as solidly as ever. Roseann| attend a football game. It’s a party| gets a solo spot late and turns in a) 
Stevens puts over ‘Madame La/| and they want novelty and excite- good break on ‘Drummer Boy. 


Zonga’ and a trio of other songs, 
while Barton and Stone go through 
varied taps in what they term their 
‘Cavalcade of the Dance.’ Kany. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Phil Brito and Dee Keating do the 
vocalling. Miss Keating is a looker, | 
does good work on a bouncy ‘Can’t} 
Love You Anymore,’ but is less im- 
pressive on ‘Madame LaZonga.’ | 


} 
ment, They get both. 
Weekly Sing-A-Song-With-Mike 

gag features the Notre Dame vic- 
| tory song and leads neatly into the 
stage bill: community-sing mac. a 
| Eileen Ritter, goes into solo of ‘You! Brito, on NBC sustaining for some} 
| Gotta Be a Football Hero’ as cur-| time, tosses in okay jobs on ‘Blue- | 
| tains open on fast line number, each} berry Hill’ and ‘Trade Winds.’ 
a | gal carrying football. Miss Ritter,| Joey Rardin is an imitator. He} 
Kansas City, Oct. 15. in the aud, winds up her warble by | does vocal simulations of trumpets, | 
Don Zelaya, the Littlejohns (2),' catching football tossed from stage! trombones, electric guitar and bag-| 
Gilbert and Carroll, Lester Harding,| and heaving it into audience. (Thirty | pipe, all_ so-so. Follows by aping| 
Sally Lyons, Herb Six House Orch,| balls will be given away during the| Jimmy Cagney in the death house} 
House line, ‘Margie’ (U). week, each autographed by a mem.- | scene from ‘Angels with Dirty Faces’; 
ber of the local Redskins, capital’s| he resembles Cagney in appearance. 
The Tower has an outstanding act} pro squad.) It’s not bad, but on the whole his | 
and the semblance of a name in Don| Gals fall back as the Hollywood | act aroused a greater response than | 
Zelaya, the show being built around Co-Eds, blonde and brunet in blue actually due it, accountable, in part, | 
his closing 15 minutes. A _ long-| shirts and white slacks, take over 
accepted standard act, Zelaya has’ for adequaie standard tap bit and 








by this usually responsive audience. | 
Bowoff bit is a tricky vocal of ‘Casey | 


made other appearances in K.C.,| wind up with with fast succession of | Jones.’ 
though none recently, and his com-/ general acrobatic hoofing for smart; Harry King and Arlene are the 
bined piano fingering and gaggy dis-, response. With backstage drop, sun- first act on. His tapping is prac- 
course on various rhythms click dry gals then move about in behind-| tically the whole act. Young and 


nicely. The South American shows! the-scenes atmospheric flash as Miss 
his trouper spirit by leading a bit of Ritter, in stage doorman costume, 
production with the line number at, stalks out yelling ‘Gene Sheldon, on 
closing and winds the show in nice! stage!’ Sheldon finally bounces out 
shape. in usual tramp getup, carrying chair 
The show is otherwise lifted by and banjo. Sour chords, the yawn, 
unusual returns from the amateur trick bow, the finger-sewing and the 
night policy. Run of acts usually tried-and-true pantomime gamut, 
dug up on these tryouts is little more aided by a feminine partner, are well 
than fill-in, but occasionally the: known here and still surefire. 
house is somewhat more rewarded. Six linegals in swishy green gowns 
This week the house is getting a! and veils make lush introduction of 
dividend in the person of Sally Andrews Sisters. Gals got smash 
Lyons, 17-year old acro-contortionist. eeaee hand and built steadily to 
Youngster is long on blonde looks. stop ow cold with warbling and 
and figure and enhances her well-| business-filled selling of ‘Ferry Boat 
executed routine with a bolero Serenade, ‘Pennsylvania 6-500’ and 
rhythm which she beats out on a ‘Rhumboogie,’ latter introduced with 
tom-tom as she dances. | plug for their film appearance in 
The route is paced over the aver- | ‘Argentine Nights.’ Gals capitalize 
age running time, this one 47 min-| on youngsters’ yen to beat time by 
utes and sums up as good vaude. The asking ‘em to get together on it | Edgar Hayes Orch (15) with Dell: 
title of ‘Palm Springs Revels’ is en- while they do an a capella arrange-' St. John, Nina Mae McKinney, , 
trusted to Gilbert and Carroll, head- , ment of ‘Hit the Road,’ which got big Estrelita, Sandy Burns, Apus Brooks, 
ing the line in a bit of production. hand. Line closes the show in a, Jimmy Baskette, Crackshot Hackett, | 
From there the Littlejohn twosome | cavaleade of its trick numbers, do- Chink Collins; Line of 16, Eight} 
take up their juggling while they | ing nine routines in eight minutes.' Showgirls; ‘Great Guy’ (WB). 


making a good appearance, he clicks | 
nicely with apparently well-| 
rehearsed and practiced tap routines. | 
Girl works in duo with him in two} 
spots, the pair clicking off steps like 
they were one. Her eccentric inter- 
lude could be cut to tighten and! 
make the overall effect sharper. 
Carr Brothers burlesque balancing | 
turns at the outset, getting mixed up 
in their tricks, etc., then go legit for 
the last half. As an encore they in| 
clude Donahue, who supports first, 
one then both in a balancing trick. | 
Okay act. The Howards and their! 
‘Rigoletto’ bit finish. Wood. 


WEST END, N. Y. 








roll about stage atop large spheres. Gals alternate in groups of eight! | 
House m.c., Lester Harding, in his | with bouncing balls, megaphones,| Second stage show here appears to 
singing turn does well with ‘Maybe,’ ladders, foils, unicycles, hoops, be an improvement over that of | 


making it into a medley with ‘After ' drums, stilts and mass finale using 12 
You’ve Gone’ and encores with 
Surrender Dear.’ He 


opening week. Emphasis on comedy | 
a bikes. — 'skits, geared entirely for this crowd, 
introes the Biz big at show caught. Craig. appears tc have caught on, but the 


Getting off to a slow, easy start, 
this band show develops into one of 
the better types in this category be- 
cause of the Three Nonchalants and 
the swell novelty finish of audience 
ams leading the band in a contest 
which will be strung out through 
the week, with finale on 
night. Unexpected sock on opening 
show was Judy Canova, appearing 
as an extra contestant, via arrange- 
ment of the publicity crews of the 
RKO Boston and the Boston Food 
Show, at which Miss Canova is 
starred here this week. Needless to 
say, the hillbilly gal entered into the 


|stunt with a flourish of showman- 


ship and had to beg off after her 
comedy bit with the band. 


Kaye is a smooth m.c. and handles 
the intros of the amateur baton- 
wavers with a masterly touch, bring- 
ing out the chuckles and laughs 
without embarrassing the nervous 
contestants and always holding the 
situation well in hand. His band is 
pleasant to the ears and the aggre- 
gation works with a spirit of team- 
work that rates above average. Boys 
don’t really get hot until late in the 
proceedings, with ‘Bye Bye Blues.’ 

The Nonchalants, next-to-close, 
wake up any sleepers when they 
shoot the works on rough-house 
tumbling, risley and balance work 
that’s neatly timed. Since last 
caught here act has perked up 
plenty on the comedy side, with one 


of the boys taking the lead in this | 


department and displaying a comedy 
sense in quips and hokum gags that 
make this trio one of the iop acro 
troupes in the business. 


Criss-Cross, ventriloquist, comes on 
midway for some chatter with a 
cowboy dummy that sustains inter- 
est; he got a swell hand for an en- 
core with a darky dummy singing 
‘If I Didn’t Care’ in low and high 
vocal range. Except for the finish, 
turn suffers from slow pacing and 
blue, corny gags, but Criss-Cross 
nevertheless creates a generally con- 
vincing illusion. 


Three pleasing terp specialties 
help things along. Gertrude Briefer 
in an acro routine zipped up by 
touches of originality; Lillian Mack 
in solo taps and the Three Dancin 
Debs in a precision rhumba all ad 
sparkle to the bill. 


Tommy Ryan, vocalist with the 
band, is apparently known here 
through recordings and dance en- 
gagements, getting sock reception for 
his smoothie rendition of ‘Breeze 
and [’ and ‘Sierra Sue.’ Arthur 
Wright, making ‘rst stage appear- 
ance with Kaye, gets over okay with 
high-pitched tenoring of ‘Never 
Smile Again.’ Charlie Wilson is fea- 
tured singer in medley of ‘Lovers’ 
Lullaby,’ ‘Dutch Garden’ and ‘Blue- 
berry Hill.’ 


Biz was off on first of four shows | 


opening day. Fox. 


closing | 


EMBASSY, N.Y. _ 


(NEWSREELS) 





With the Democratic and Repub- 
lican presidential candidates in the 
N.Y. vicinity during the past week, 
chief interest at the Embassy this 
week is in the political arena. Wen- 
‘dell Willkie is shown starting from 
his headquarters on East 42d street 
and going north on Seventh avenue, 
past the State theatre on Broadway, 
in the pouring rain. He’s also shown 
talking in Jersey City to a giant 
crowd, Roosevelt is pictured dedi- 
cating three new school sites, with 
/children cheering. Then Paramount, 
which furnishes most of the politico 
material, along with Pathe, gives a 
/roundup of the candidates, including 
Browder and Thomas. 

Keen students of the campaign 
won't be able to learn much, via ap- 
plause and boos, how this house 
squares off on F.D.R. and Willkie, 
| because it’s evenly divided. But the 
‘hisses are strongly against Browder, 
| After the campaign pyrotechnics 
are out of the way program swings 
,to national preparedness, the war in 
|Europe and an overdose of gridiron 
| battles. Because there is an abun- 
‘dance of silent footage shot these 
|days by the newsreels, the sameness 
of narrator voices becomes more ir- 
|ritating every week. Much of their 
|narrative is punched up beyond its 
actual importance. Only the sports 
commentators duck tiring formula. 
| The battle of Britain is visualized 
by superb night fire scenes from Par, 
trim day photography by Movietone, 
‘pictures of RAF bombers from the 
same reel, life underground in Lon- 
|don, and Ambassador Joseph Ken- 
/nedy examining an incendiary bomb 
(Par), anti-aircraft guns in action 
_(Movietone) and business going on 
'as usual in England’s big metropolis. 

News of the Day shows the war in 
Egypt, admitting the films came from 
Rome. They show it. 

Sparsity of live news is evidenced 
by seven football games and the final 
'world series baseball game on pro- 
gram. Paramount, Pathe and News 
of the Day lead the gridiron process, 
with first-named doing a slick job on 
| Michigan-Michigan tate nip-and- 
ituck battle and the human interest 
|angle on the Notre Dame-College of 
Pacific contest. Pathe grabs every 
langle, even to the deciding play in 
the Jast 30 seconds, of the Ohio State 
17-14 victory over Purdue while 
N. of D. captures the closeness of the 
7-6 Princeton win over Vanderbilt, 
showing the pass interception that 
paved the way for the Vandy score 
that nearly tied it up. Tennessee- 
Duke game was poorly photographed 
/by Pathe, which makes up for this 

with fine coverage of the versatility 
!displayed by Cornell in swamping 
Colgate. Army-Williams tense battle 
is accorded only hum-drum handling 
by Movietone. 
| Deciding game between the Reds 
and Tigers at Cincy is neatly photo- 
graphed by U. 
| Paramount’s ‘Popular Science’ 
short does such a splendid job in 
|showing surgery for dogs that it 
|drew spontaneous applause at show 
caught. Other short, ‘Going Places— 
Curacao’ (U), also timely. Wear. 


| STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 18. 
Tip, Tap and Toe, Andy Andrews, 


Carole Landis, Blanchards (2), Ray 
| Wencil, Edmund Lowe and Ann 
Dvorak, Walter Davidson House 


Orch; ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (MG). 

A few good picture names on this 
show give it a selling point, and 
most of the turns come up with suf- 
| ficient entertainment to satisfy the 
| payees, 

Edmund Lowe and Ann Dvorak 
| (New Acts) are particularly well 
|pointed in their variety endeavors. 
|They have some good crossfire and 
hoke clowning on the male-and-fe- 
|male courtship angle. 
Carole Landis (New Acts) is 
| strictly on the warbling side. She 
| has appearance but the pipes fail to 
| get by. 
| Working through the show as m.c. 
is Ray Wencil, who later has his 
own gag-firing period. Wencil has 
the makings of a good comic but 
needs plenty of vaudeville experi- 
jence. At present he indicates a 
|sloppiness which suggests a _ nite 
club background. He uses every- 
body’s gags but manages to put them 
|over. General manner is satisfac- 
tory and with vaudeville polish 
| should have a future. 

Opening are Tip, Tap and Toe, 
|standard colored hoofers who al- 
ways score on their fast and whirl- 
wind legmania. Work on a drum 
platform for novelty effect. 

Andy Andrews is here on a radio 
| rep built up on some Al Pearce show 
appearances, He sings novelty 
/songs, most of them from way back, 
|but they’re new here and as such 
are entirely suitable. There is room 
|in show business for this type of 
‘special material singing and An- 
drews has the right idea. However, 
he could use some wardrobe and 
makeup that would heighten the 
comedy. present street-clothes 
|getup is much too businesslike for 
this act. 

The Blanchards were liked by this 
/audience for their knockabout ball- 
|room dancing burlesque. Most of 
, the routine has been done before by 
| Others, but the prattfalls still gei 
the laughs. 

Business good at the last show 
Friday (11), Gold. 


| 
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‘= tigress! 


Agéin she is excit- 
x 


gly, magnificently 
herself. ..a Dietrich 
sinbound to hold men 


spellbound...in a story 





of men maddened to 


passionate outburst! 
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2 Theatre Fires, Houses Changing 


Ownership, Other Exchange Briefs 





Syracuse, N. Y., Oct. 15. 

Fire believed to have started in 
sound equipment of the East theatre 
in East Syracuse caused damage 
estimated at more than $8,000 Fri- 
day (11). Firemen fought the flames 
nearly an hour, confining damage to 
the stage, screen and sound equip- 
ment. Alfred DeBello, proprietor, 
placed a valuation of $3,500 on the 
damaged sound equipment. 





Theatre Fire Takes an Encore 

Stephenville, Tex., Oct. 15. 
The Majestic here, only reopened 
90 days after rebuilding from fire 
losses, was again badly damaged by 
fire here last week. Fire started be- 
tween balcony and projection room. 
The building is owned by R. E. Cox 
with the theatre itself owned by 
Mrs. Thomas Donnell. Manager is 

Jake Hedrick. 





Jefferson Takes Over 2 
Port Arthur, Tex., Oct. 15. 

The Sabine here and the Jackson 
in Jacksonville have been leased by 
Jefferson Amus Co. from Sam Hy- 
man of Lufkin, Tex. Both houses, 
financed by Hyman, were put in and 
equipped by Lee M. Threet. Threet 
operated the Jackson for a number 
of months but split with Hyman at 
about the time the Sabine was 
opened. Group also had an interest 
in the College Station house, the 
Campus, which recently went into 
receivership. 

Al Johnson has managed the two 
houses here and in Jacksonville, for 
Hyman. Houses were competitive to 
Jefferson holdings in each city. 





Lou Helborn in Omaha 

Omaha, Oct. 15. 
Louis Helborn, for 18 years man- 
ager of the old bigtime Orpheum, 
Denver, came to Omaha this week 
to handle the Nebraska-Iowa pub- 
licity situation for Metro. Speed 
Lambert, who held the job for five 

years, leaving, 
with radio outfit. 


| O'Shea, Metro district manager, died 
here following long illness. 
| James Fater, Universal 
'in Buffalo territory for 12 years and 
| recently assigned to Pittsburgh, has 

resigned with William Satior suc- 
| ceeding. 

George Dell, operator of the Little 
Hipp, and Gus Schrader, operator of 
the Gayety, died last week following 
heart attacks. 





Riter Heads PRC, L.A. 
Los Angeles, Oct. 15. 
W. C. (Bill) Riter moved in 
branch manager for Producers Re- 
leasing Corp. here. 
Formerly he held 
with Columbia and Grand National 
Pictures in L.A. 





Bill Hamrick Vice Strout 
Seattle, Oct. 15. 

Under the locally managed Ham- 
rick-Evergreen regime, changes of 
house managers are few and shifts 
of executives rare. However, a new 
shuffle this week places Bill Hamrick 
as manager of Coliseum, with Clyde 
Strout former manager, 
assistant to Dan Redden at Para- 
mount, Strout succeeding Marvin 
Fox, who becomes assistant manager 
at Coliseum. 





Rex, Albion, Neb., Fire 
Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 15. 


Plaza in Friend, Neb., starting im- 
mediately. 

Oscar Johnson’s dea] to sell out 
Falls City, Neb., for $65,000 did not 
jell. It’s the last major key i 
Nebraska, still outside circuit control. 

Cal Bard and Oscar Hanson, 
Omaha, trying to buy the building 
housing the Rialto, in Beatrice, Neb. 
Frank Hollingsworth, who now has 


scouting for a new location, just in 
case. 

Jim Pickett made city manager of 
| Tri-States in Hastings, Neb., re- 





reported tying UP | placing Orville Rennie, who resigned 


|to become manager of new radio 


Helborn has recently been man-| station KHAS. Louis Nutzman, his 


aging theatres of his own around | former assistant, stays in line, and 


: . “a, ;. | assumes house managerial duties at 
he handled ‘Gone With the Wind’ in| the Strand, while Pickett operates 


Denver and tied up with M-G when 


mountain area. 





Larry Waters’ House 
Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 15. 


Larry Waters, with National 


| the Rivoli. 
Al Cohen’s Promotion 
Gloversville, N. Y.. Oct. 15. 
Albert Cohen, assistant manager 


Screen Service in Charlotte for the| at the Glove theatre for the past 


last four years, named manager of 
the Charlotte theatre by Tom A. 
Little, owner. 

Rock Hill’s new Pix, owned by 
Robert E. Bryant, has just had its 
formal opening. 


Griffith’s Facelifting 
Gonzales, Texas, Oct. 15. 

The Crystal ‘A’ house here for the 
Wesiex Theatres, R. E. Griffith sub- 
sid, has undergone extensive im- 
provements as have several other 
houses, Group opened another house 
here. 

In Luling, the Princess, has under- 
gone the same treatment. A lease 
has been signed for a new house. 

At Lockhart work is being rushed 
on the Baker and after completion, 
work is to start on remodeling the 
old Square, which is to be open at 
the end of this month. 








Kreisler Succeeds Abrams 


Recently promoted to the Univer- | 
sal home office as special sales rep- | 


resentative, Bernie Kreisler has been 
appointed short 
ager, succeeding Leo Abrams, 
resigned two weeks ago. 


for U at Washington. 


Fay’s Shift 
Providence, Oct. 15. 


Shifts in general managerial du- 
ties in the Fay chain of theatres here 


will go into effect Friday (18). 
Bernard E. Fay, manager of Majes- 


tic, will become assistant to Edward | 
Albert | 


M. Fay, secretary-treasurer. 
J. Clarke, manager of Carlton, will 
take over similar post at Majestic, 
and John F. Toohey, assistant man- 
ager of Majestic, will become, man- 
ager of the Carlton. 

In line with the changes is com- 
plete reseating of Majestic and re- 
modeling of front including new 
marquee, modern signs and up-to- 
date lobby. 

Schulte Acquires 2 
Detroit, Oct. 15. 

Schulte Circuit here has bought 
the Greenwood and Virginia thea- 
tres. The pair were sold'by Joseph 
G. Portell. circuit owner, who is 
moving to Miami, where he operates 
a balirocom, 





Marlowe, Buffalo, Facelifting 
Buffalo, Oct. 15. 
Marlowe, Buffalo, is closed this 


month by M. Konczakowski circuit 
for remodeling. 
Joseph 


cuse territory succeeding Joe Kal- 
eski. 

New ushers union affiliated with 
{JATSE has been formed to include 
ushers of all Shea-Paramount houses. 

Father-in-law of Edward K, (Ted) 


subject sales man- 
who 
For many 
years Kreisler was branch manager 


Hartman, UA representa- | 
tive covering Rochester and Syra- | 


| year, promoted to manager of 
Schine’s Regent, Geneva, N. Y. Her- 
bert Young, former assistant at the 
| Hippodrome, advanced to the assist- 


|ant’s post at the Glove. 


C. V. Hostler, formerly with War- | 


ners in Altoona, Pa., made manager 
| of the Glove, succeeding Herman 
Addison, now manager of the State, 
Cortland, N. Y. 
Posel’s House 
Philadelphia, Oct. 15. 
Leo Posel will unshutter his Ben- 
ner shortly before Xmas. 


Mert Mason, Paramount booker, 
on ballyhoo staff of Villanova Col- 
lege. 

Ruth Johnson returned from her 


honeymoon to be feted by her co- 


| workers on the 20th-Fox staff at the 


Club Bali. 





Garbett’s Acquisition 

Des Moines, Oct. 

Garbett Enterprises has 
over operation of the Grand, 
Moines. 
a partnership 


15. 


with L. H. 
tinue to manage the house. 
been remodeled, with new screen 


sound, lighting and a new front. 


Garbett now operates five theaters. 
The other four are the Varsity, Ava- 
Des 


lon, Lincoln and Forest in 


Moines. 





Milwaukee’s Newsreeler 
Milwaukee, Oct. 15. 

is best known as the 

theatre, although 


What 
Garden 


eign and ‘class’ film policy, 
come Milwaukee’s | first 

house, after having been 
many months. 


dark 


_urday (19). 





ij Bob Menches Laid Up 
Akron, Oct. 15. 


| Robert Menches, manager of the | 
| neighborhood Liberty here and for- 
}mer head of Akron exhib associa- 
| tion, in St. Thomas hospital for ob- 
servation after several weeks’ illness 


|} at home. 


Belmont, N. Y., Goes French 


Belmont, on West 48th street, New | 
French 
} Krell- 
| berg. Company goes into the house 
as soon as ‘Here Is Ireland’ run is 


| York, has been leased by 


| Films Import Co. from S. S. 


completed. 


Probably will open with ‘Heritage’ 
but French Films also has ‘Jofroi,’ | 
the 
this 


'‘Le Schountz’ 
Mountains’ 
season, 


and ‘Gold in 
ready for showing 


salesman 


as 


similar posts | 


becoming | 


Wally Johnson will rebuild the. 


the house on a second run basis, | 


taken 

Des 
E. M. Garbett has formed 
Kahn, 
owner of the Grand, who will con- 
It has 


old 
later re- 
named the Little, for an ill-fated for- 
is to be- 
newsreel 
for 
It will be operated by 
Lawrence Brown, opening this Sat- 


U.S. Takes the Rap 


St. Louis, Oct. 15. 
The Greenville, a 200-seater 
' and the only house in Greenville, 





| Mo., will be rebuilt a mile from 
its present location because the 
town will be many feet under 
water when the Government 
completes the Wappapello Dam 
and creates a flood control basin. 
Grishaber & Bollinger, owners 
of the house, are negotiating 
with U. S. agencies for damages 
occasioned by the loss of their 
house. 

Last week, following a pow- 
wow between the Greenville Im- 
provement Corp., the Greenville 
City Council and the U. S. En- 
gineer’s Office, the Government 
dished out $19,500 to the town 
to reimburse it for the loss of 
improved streets and sidewalks. 








ON AGAIN, OFF AGAIN 


Shortwave to Latin- 
'American countries, sponsored by 
| major U. S. film companies, is de- 
| veloping into an on-again, off-again 
| proposition. L. P. Yandelk NBC 
| shortwave executive, who fathered 
| the joint industry shortwave pro- 
posal, said recently that the pro- 
gram would start this month, with 
| six and possibly seven major com- 
"panies paying the freight. But this 
| week, a majority of the eight major 





programs 


4 | companies claimed that approval for 


| 


| the shortwave setup had not been 
| given by the foreign departments. 

Check reveals that the shortwave 
| broadcasting has been given some 
approbation by studio officials on 
| the Coast. At the same time, it was 
|found that only RKO ceiicially has 
|okayed the setup in the east. Since 
the shortwave broadcasts must re- 
;ceive the okay of foreign depart- 
|ment chiefs in N. Y., the industry- 





'U Spreads 228 Over 
| 3 Picture Locations 


| Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Universal is covering a lot of ter- 
ritory this week, with 228 people 
scattered on three locations to shoot 
two pictures. 
‘Trail of the Vigilantes’ has 82 in 








PIX CO. SHORTWAVERS 


| wide project seems to have bogged. | 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Variety presents 

a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 

panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
VarieTy and the running time of prints are included.) 


COPYRIGHT, 1910, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicates date of VARiETY’s review and running time. 








WEEK OF RELEASE—8/30/40 


Peppers in Trouble (Col) 9/18 Cc 
Boom Tewn (M-G) 8/7 D 











63 
117 


E. Fellows-P. Peterson 
C. Gable-S. Tracy 


Queen of the Yukon (Mono) D 63 C. Bickford-I. Rich 
Rhythm on the River (Par) 8 21 C 92 &B. Crosby-M. Martin 
Dance Girl, Dance (RKO) 8/28 D 8% M. O’Hara-L. Hayward 
Oklahoma Renegades (Rep) w R. Livingston-R. Hatton 
Young Peozsle (20th) 7/17 CD 77 #S. Temple-1. Sakie 

Kit Carson (UA) 8/28 w 95 L. Bari-J. Hall 

They Drive by Night (WB) 8/7 M 93 G. Raft-A. sneridan 


WEEK OF RELEASE—9/6/40 


Fugitive from Prison Camp (Col) 8/7 M SS 
Dr. Kildare Goes Home (M-G) 9/4 RD 78 
Up in Air (Mono) M  6i1 
Who Is Guilty? (Mono) 

Men Against the Skv (RKO) 8/238 
Ride, Tenderfoot, Ride (Rez) 38/21! 
Chan at Wax Museum (20th) 10/2 
Argentine Nights (U) 9/4 
Calling All Husbands (WB) 





J. Holt-M. Marsh 

L. Ayres-L. Barrymore 

F. Darro-M. Moreland 

B. Lyon-B. Blair 

73 =R. Dix-K. Taylor 

6 G. Autry-S. Burnette 

63 S. Toler-S. Yung 

72 Ritz Bros.-Andrew Sisters 
61 G. Tobias-L. Fairbanks 


atesbx 


WEEK OF RELEASE—$9/13/40 


Howards of Virginia (Cel) 9/4 
Wyoming (M-G) 9/11 

The Ape (Mono) M 
Girl from Havana (Re>) 9/11 RD 


D 115 C. Grant-M. Scott 

w 84 W. Beery-L. Carillo 
Boris Karloff 

69 D. O’Keefe-C. Carleton 


Dreaming Out Loud (RKO) 939/18 C 8: Lum and Abner-F. Langford 
Public Deb No. 1 (20th) 8/28 C _70 G. Murphy-B. Joyce 

Hired Wife (U) 9/11 CD 95 RK. Russell-B. Aherne 

Leather Pushers (U) Cc R. Arlen-A. Devine 

No Time for Comedy (WB) 39/l1l C 998 J. Stewart-R. Russell 





WEEK OF RELEASE—9/20/40 





Before I Hang (Col) 10/2 M 62 OB. Kariloff-E. Keyes 
Haunted Honeymoon (M-G) 8/7 D- 99 R.Montgomery-C. Cummings 
That Gang of Mine (Mono) M B. Jordan-L. Gorcey 

I Want a Divorce (Par) 9/4 D 91 J. Blondell-D. Powell 
Triple Justice (RKQ) 10/9 WwW 65 G. O’Brien-V. Vale 
Colorado (Rep) 9/4 Ww =57 R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Vesterday’s Heroes (20th) CD 60 R. Sterling-J. Rogers 
Meummy’s Hand (U) 9/25 M 65 D. Foran-P. Moran 
Ragtime Cowboy Joe (U) 10/2 w 68 J.M. Brown-N. O’Day 
Thief of Bagdad (UA) 10/16 D 105 C. Veidt-Sabu 

The Westerner (UA) 9/25 w 9 G. Cooper-W. Brennan 
City for Conquest (WB) 9/11 D 105 J. Cagney-A. Sheridan 


i? WEEK OF RELEASE—9/27/40 


Angels Over Broadway (Col) 10/9 D 78 D. Fairbanks, Jr.-R. Hayw'rth 





one unit at Lone Pine and 54 more} 


at Sonora. The ‘Riders of Death 


Valley’ company, with a cast and 
crew of 92, is working at Red Rock 
Canyon, 





Equity-Reds 


Continued from page 3 





4 
managers do not regard Lambert- 
son’s allegations as having much sub- 
stance. 
| It was again inferred that a hear- 
ing other than by the congressional 
committee would be preferable, be- 
cause of the change of methods em- 


| Trailing Double Trouble (Mono) w 3 OC, 


Glamour for Sale (Col) D 58 A. Louise-R. Pryor 
Prairie Schooners (Col) w B. Elliott-E. Young 
Strike Un the Band (M-G) 9/18 MU 115 M. Rooney-J. Garland 
Sky Murder (M-G) 9/25 M 7l RK. Johnson-W. Pidgeon 
Drums of the Desert (Mono) M 6 UL. Gray-R. Byrd é 
Rangers of Fortune (Par) 9/11 D 79 =F. MacMurrav-P. Morison 
I’m Still Alive (RKO) 10/2 RD 70 K. Taylor-L. Hayes 
Under Texas Skies (Ren) 3/18 w 57 A. Mesquiteers-L. Ranson 
Brigham Yeung (20th) 8/28 RD 112 T. Power-L. Darnell 
Spring Parade (U) 10/2 MU 89 D. Durbin-R. Cummings 

| East of the River (WB) M J. Garfield-B. Marshall 


“7. WEEK OF RELEASE—10/4/40 


J. E. Brown-F. Robinson 


So You Won’t Talk (Col) Cc 

Dulcy (M-G) 10/2 C 67 A. Sothern-I. Hunter 
Ole Swimmin’ Hole (Mono) Cc M. M. Jones-J. Moran 
Quarterback (Par) 10/2 CD 71 W. Morris-V. Dale 
Wagon Train (RKO) w 0 T. Holt-M. O'Driscoll 
Gay Caballero (20th) 9/25 w 38 C. Romero-S. Ryan 
Diamond Frontier (U) 10/9 M 71 V.McLaglen-A. Nagel 


Knute Rockne—All American (WB) 10/9 D 97 
WEEK OF RELEASE—10/11/40 


P. O’Brien-G. Page 


10/16 CD 96 M. Loy-M. Douglas 
Corrigan-J. King 


R. Dix-V. Jory 


Third Finger; Left Hand (M-G) 


Cherokee Strig (P2r) 10/2 Ww 84 


Villain Still Pursued Her (RKO) 7/24 Cc 66 A. Louise-R. Cromwell 
Melody and Moonlight (Rep) 10/16 cD 73 J. Downs-J. Frazee 
Frontier Vengeance (Rep) 10/9 Ww 57 Dz. Barry-B. Moran 
Down Argentine Way (20th) 10/9 MU 92 DP. Ameche-B. Grable 
Seven Sinners (U) RD M. Dietrich-J. Wayne 
| Father Is a Prince (WB) e G. Mitchell-L. Patrick 


| Laddie (RKO) 


ployed during Dies’ recent hearings, 
said to be along the lines of star 
chamber procetdings. Problem is 
whether an impartial board’s de- | 


cisions would be conclusive unless it 
could secure the data picked up by 
Dies investigators, or turned over to 
that body. It is believed, however, 
that Dies would agree to lending his 
files for such purpose, because the 
committee is reported to have sched- 
uled a number of investigations of 
more vital importance, such as the 
activities of reputed Nazi agents and 
other fifth columnists. 

A special Equity committee is 
working on the proposed amendment 
to the constitution barring Com- 
munists, Nazis and Fascists, or sym- 
pathizers, from office and employ- 
ment in the association. Clyde Fill- 
more, however, 


indicated racial 
| prejudice. He declares 
that he has no such ideas and ex- 


|that his activities 


' radio commitments. Maide Reade re- 


| committee, but he is still on the un- 
|} employment committee. 

Sentiment around the American 
Guild of Variety Artists is nearly 
'100% for an impartial board hear- 
|ing charges of communism levelled 
/against the talent unions. Hoyt 
Haddock, national executive secre- 
| tary, who was named in Lambert- 
son’s initial blast, stated Monday 
(14) that the idea was excellent. He 
said he would start working im- 
mediately to carry it through. 


| 


resigned from the | 


WEEK OF RELEASE—10/18/40 
Nobody’s Children (Col) 
West of Abilene (Col) 
Escape (M-G) 
Moon Over Burma (Par) 
Night Train (20th) 
9/18 
Slightly Temzted (U) 
Dispatch from Reuters (WB) 


—— “WEEK OF RELEASE—10/25/40 


E. Fellows-L. Wilson 

C. Starrett-M. Cooley 

N. Shearer-R. Taylor 
74 Dp. Lamour-P. Foster 

M. Lockwood-R. Harrison 
69 T. Holt-S. Byington 
60 H.Herbert-P. Moran 
89 ~=6E. Robinson-E. Best 


10/16 


Douzoves 


9/25 


———— 





P. Kelly-R. Hudson 


Girls Under 21 (Col) D 
Hullabaloo (M-G) MU F. Morgan-B. Burke 
Phantom of Chinatown (Mono) D K. Luke 
Christmas im July (Par) 9/18 cD 66 D. Powell-E. Drew 
Knew What Tney Wanted (RKO) 10/9 CD 9 C. Laughton-C. Lombard 
You'll Find Out (RKO) MU K. Kyser-H. Parrish 
Young Bill Hickok (Rep) 10/2 W 59 R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Great Profile (20th) 8/21 D 79 J. Barrymore-M. B. Hughes 
Little Bit of Heaven (U) 10/16 CD %8% G.Jean-H. Herbert 

M. Rambeau-A. Hale 


Tugboat Annie Sails Again (WB) Cc 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/1/40 


Blondie Plays Cupid (Col) Cc P. Singleton-A. Lake 
Litile Nellie Kelly (M-G) MU J. Garland-G. Murphy 
Parsons of Devil’s Gap (Mono) Ww T. Ritter 


Dancing on a Dime (Par) 10/16 D 73 G. McDonald-R. Paige 
Too Many Girls (RKO) ‘10/9 MU 8 UL. Ball-R. Carlson 

| Li’l Abner (RKO) Cc G. Owen-M. Ray 

| Who Killed Aunt Maggie? (Rep) M J. Hubbard-W. Barrie 
I’m Nobody’s Sweetheart Now (U) Cc D. O’Keefe-C. Moore 
South of Sumatra (U) M R. Arlen-A. Devine 
Lady with the Red Hair (WB) D M. Hopkins-C, Rains 


committee after he had been advised | 


insistently | — 


|plains his withdrawal because of | 


placed Fillmore on the amendment | Trail Blazers (Rep) 








WEEK OF RELEASE—11/8/40 





Bitter Sweet (M-G) MU J. MacDonald-N. Eddy 
Arise My Love (Par) D C. Colbert-R. Milland 
Little Men (RKO) D K. Francis-J. Oakie 
Friendly Neighbors (Rep) Cc Weaver Bros. and Elviry 

Ww R. Livingston-B. Steele 
The Mark of Zorro (20th) D T. Power-L, Darnell 
Fireman, Save My Child (U) Cc S. Erwin-U. Merkel 
Pony Post (U) w J. M. Brown-F. Knight 
Son of Monte Cristo (UA) D L. Hayward-J. Bennett 
Always a Bride (WB) Cc 


R. Lane-G. Reeves 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/15/40 
Lone Wolf Keeps a Date (Col) M 








W. William-F. Robinson 


M 
Beyond the Sacramento (Col) w B. Elliott-E. Keyes 
Gallant Sons (M-G) D J. Cooper-J. Preisser 
Three Men from Texas (Par) w B. Boyd-R. Hayden 
Mexican Spitfire Out West (RKO) Cc % ML. Velez-L. Errol 
Street of Memories (20th) D L. Roberts-G. Kibbee 
Caribbean Holiday (U) MU A. Jones-V. Bruce 
South of Suez (WB) D G. Brent-G. Fitzgerald 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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HE RED CROSS | 
IS COUNTING ON YOU! | 


i 
And your support is pledged ... because the 
Motion Picture Industry knew that every manager of every 











theatre in this land would do his share . . .once again! 





r~ 








Photo by International News- Service 





CO-OPERATE WITH YOUR LOCAL CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RED CROSS IN 
THE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE TO ENROLL THE NATION... STARTING NOVEMBER II " 
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» Tear ADE-MARKS ENDURE 
WHEN THEY STAND FOR 
QUALITY... SERVICE 
wee DEPENDABILITY £ 


That's why the Prize Baby and the theatre advertising products he 
represents have an ever increasing popularity in this glamorous busi- 
ness (2 That's why our friends multiply and our products improve 
t= That's why our organization grows and our service expandst= That's 
why we are proud of our product and the industry we serve 
ta~ That's why we keep quality up and costs down t= That's why so 
many showmen welcome the Three Best Seat Sellers in the Business 
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Mix Earned $4,000,000 


Continued 





——: 


entered a personal appearance tour 
with the Sells-Floto circus and the 
Tom Mix Wild West Show, coupled 
with a vaudeville and European tour 
which it’s said netted him cver 
$1,000,000. After a couple of years, 
he returned to pix, but a severe in- 
jury after being thrown from his 
horse soon forced him to retire. 
Practically as prominent as Mix 
was his horse, Tony. 
who, was ridden by Mix in nearly 
all his pictures, and Tony on whom 
Mix was astride when he 


It was Tony | 


con- | 





from page 4 





tees under a percentage arrangement 
may have equaled Mix’s salary for 
one year under this new agreement, 
or possibly with stars of the magni- 
tude of Mary Pickford, exceeded it 
under the percentage arrangement, 
but nothing approximating $20,000 
weekly in salary for actual work 
ever has before been touched upon 
in a contract. Computing gross sal- 
ary and a year’s full weeks, Mix’s 
salary income would still be $667,000. 


| Chaplin’s $10,000 Salary 
‘Years ago, when Variety exclu- 


formed to his press agent's stand- | sively reported that Charlie Chaplin 
ards and rode through the dining | hag signed a contract for $10,000 
rooms of the Savoy, London, and the | weekly with the Mutual (defunct) 
Crillon, Paris, among other Conti- | (with Kessel & Bauman as the mak- 
nental hostelries. _ | ers of the contract with the come- 

Mix, who died instantly after his dian), this paper received am ava- 
auto overturned near Florence, Ariz., lanche of abuse, mostly from news- 
on Saturday (12), had a colorful ca- | papermen, for ‘printing a wild pipe 
reer outside of show biz. He had | |jike that’. 
been a soldier, law enforcement of- ‘That figure was so astounding in 
ficer, a trick rider and roper at an | that time Varrery had withheld the 
early age, and also a Texas Ranger story for two weeks, disbelieving the 
and soldier of fortune before he en- | first account itself, until procuring 
tered films. | positive confirmation. 

He served with Teddy Roosevelt’s! ‘Varirty was accused through the 
Rough Riders in the Spanish-Amer- ' publication of the Chaplin story of 
ican War, with the American forces an attempt to incite unrest among 
in the Boxer Rebellion in China, picture actors and to excite the pub- 
and also in the Boer War, fighting | lic into making a gold rush for pic- 
with the British and taking part in ture acting. 
the siege of Ladysmith. Upon re- ‘Chaplin had fulfilled his contract 
turning to the United States he be- | with Mutual almost before it came to 
came a law enforcement officer in! be generally accepted his $10,000 
Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas at 4 / weekly salary for 52 weeks had been 
time when the frontier spirit of what | a reality. 
had been called ‘the old west’ ott | Following huge salaries in pic- 
flourished. , tures, generally under guarantees, 

All told, Mix appeared in nearly were not so uncommon, although in- 
400 films over a period of about 24 fated amounts were employed as 
years. Beginning in 1910, he ac- | medium to exploit stars who re- 
tually attained his greatest success | ceived much less than mentioned by 
with Fox. _ | their press agent. 

He was married three times, his $5,000,009 Film Production 
first two wives, each of whom bore ‘While Douglas Fairbanks was 
him a daughter, divorcing him; his | making ‘The Thief of Bagdad,’ said 
third was Mabel Hubbard Ward, an | to have cost $1,600,000 in the produc- 
aerialist with the Sells-Floto circus. tion, it was reported that Fairbanks, 
|}in his independent picture making, 
|} had not charged against the invest- 
'ment any salary for his own serv- 
ices. His picture value in salary 
at that time was placed at $20,000 a 
week and the cost of ‘Thief’ would 
have been well over $2,000,000 had 
Fairbanks’ salary been included. 
{Alexander Korda’s soon-to-be-re- 
technicolor production of 








Final Films for U 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 

Tom Mix’s last starring pictures 
were made for Universal in 1932- 
33, a total of eight. He then or- 
ganized his own circus for tour, hav- 
ing had previous experience in the 
circus biz a few years earlier as 
starring attraction for the Sells- leased 





SETTOS WINS IN TWO 
DISSOLUTION SUITS 


Louisville, Oct. 15. 
A suit seeking dissolution of part- 
nership, operating as Settos The- 
atres, owners of two houses in Shel- 
byville, Ky., the Vogue in St. Mat- 
thews and houses in Indiana, was 
dismissed as settled in Jefferson cir- 
cuit court. 

William 





Rosenthal, Indianapolis, 


LaJolla, Calif., defendants in the ac- 
tion, which also sought an account- 


of the firm allegedly appropriated to 
his own use. 


that a similar suit filed by Rosenthal 
there was dismissed. Both suits 
were filed Friday (4). ae 





Select’s Eight Pix 
Hollywood, Oct. 15. 


leased at intervals of six weeks, is 
the 1940-41 program of Select At- 
tractions, Ine., with George Herli- 
| man producing. 


Nov. 1. Second will be ‘The Lady 
and the Tigress.” Louis Gasnier 
directs. 





‘Thief of Bagdad’ is placed at $2,- 
000,000.—Ed.] 

‘The most expensive picture pro- 
duction ever turned out will be 
Metro-Goldwyn’s ‘Ben-Hur,’ at a fig- 
ure Variety also has’ withheld 
through realizing such a story would 
find little credence. ‘Ben-Hur,’ first 
started by Goldwyn and taken over 
by Metro-Goldwyn (at the merger) 
will represent over $4,000,000 upon 
| completion — nearer 
| fact. 
| ‘The amount, 





however, has not 
very large portion of the investment 
became obligatory through unavoid- 
able conditions.’ 





‘Cub’ Reporter 


One of Mix’s most proud ac- 
knowledgements was his ‘cub’ re- 





porting for VaAriery. Mix frequently 
wrote for VaAriery aS a roving cor- 
| respondent. 





Floto tenter. 

Mix had been washed out of his 
long association as a western star 
for Fox Film (13 years) in 1929 
by the advent of talkers, which hit 
most of the cowboy stars hard on 
every major lot for a couple of years. 
About 1936, there were hot negotia- 
tions on for Mix to come back into 
pictures. to star in a series of west- | 
erns for RKO, but the parties could | 
not get together on coin. 

Mix, from his earliest days in pic- 
tures, resented those western stars of | 
the films who had not been cov- 
boys or riders previously. He tabbed 
this group ‘strutting stage actors’ and 


(The following, from 


(Second review kindly written by 


By TOM MIX 
Los Angeles, Nov. 26. 


the issue Dec, 2, 1925, is 


a sample of Tom Mix’s ‘cub’ reporting.) 


Fresh Critic—That Tom Mix! 


(Reviewing vaudeville bill at Orpheum, Los Angeles) 


Mr. Mix, upon request by and for 


VARIETY.) 


| England was for someone to fali off 
a horse. She was ably assisted in 


never missed a chance to ridicule 
them. 
Despite his top salary with Fox 


Films over the long span of years, 
Mix always mixed with the cowboys 
and riders of his troupes rather than 
with the big shots, and he was al- 
ways going to the bat for one of 
the boys. Mix always performed his 
Own riding stunts, falls, etc., in the 
early days—and as a result was con- 
tinually in splints. His fractures in- 
cluded arms, legs, ribs, feet, hands— 
in fact it was stated at one time 
half of the bones in his body had 
been cracked at one time or an- 
other, despite attempts of the studios 
to prevent him from continuing his 
hazardous stunts for pictures 

From 1918 to 1923, Mix’s 8-10 pic- 
tures a year for Fox carried the en- 
tire burden of that company’s prod- 
uct, 


From the 1925 ‘Variety’ Files 
VaRIETY’s news story at the time of 
Mix’s $2,000,000 contract said in part: 
it has been recognized for some 
time in inside film circles that Tom 
Mix, start of ‘western’ pictures, was 
Tapidly forging to the front of all 
male film draws. In his particular 
line Mix has been so far ahead of 
other ‘westerns’ there has been no 
Comparison, in stars or productions. 

As the Fox peer, the Mix pictures 
ae been looked upon by the ex- 
ibitors playing them as the most 
reliable of all of the program fea- 
tures. Of late the Mix draw has 
been widening and Fox is steadily 
adding new business for the Mix 
releases, 

‘Mix’s latest Fox release !s ‘The 

adwood Coach’. 

Top Straight Salary 

thowe Tom Mix reported salary is 
€ highest straightaway salary ever 
Tecorded in picture work. Guaran- 


I'm getting to be a regular Or-| her act by that eminent comedian, 


pheum patron these days, paying | Orchestra director Frankenstein. 

especial attention to the acrobatic | After the show, Frankenstein told 

acts. You see, I've moved into my|Mme the lady wore red bloomers. [| 

new mansion in Beverly Hills, where | didn't see ‘em but I did notice her | 

there are 40-foot ceilings and some | red hair. 

wonderful wrought iron chandeliers.| Eddie Nelson always gives me a 
lot of laughs. Time was when I 


My education for parlor entertain- 
ment has been sadly neglected. I 
used to sing bass in a quartet before 
the 18th Amendment. One day dur- 
ing a ‘Sweet Adeline’ number, a bird | 
took a shot at me and put some of 
my vocal chords out of commission, 
so the singing is out. 

If I can pick up a few nice acro- 


would have traded a good horse to 
be taught that dance he does on his 
back. You see, I used to get the 
prairie itch once in a while and what 
a wow that buck dance of Eddie’s 
would have been. 
Mentions Piano Player 

If I had the mental ability cf Harry 

Kahne, I would have been the cattle 


batic stunts swinging from those : 
. r 7 ow . »f we) ee >’ 
chandeliers in my house it would | king of Texas reid I : as 10. He'd 
aka 1a _- “an ttar wer 
help entertain the guests who flock make the best brand blotter I ever 


aw. He should quit acting, slip into 


to my new place. 
Te and } > os -hanse c: 
The Orpheum bill is pretty good Texas — if he — er : ttle 
this we ‘k. Carlton Emmy’s dog act brands like he changes figures, he'd 
| . VW CK LUI 4 > 
' : mi an - “ich ye +} cher 
which opens the bill, is excellent. | 50°", " bs eine one on — 
When I saw what those dogs can do didn’t catch up with him. When 
it made me feel dumb. Another | S¢® the agility of that bird and the 
: eae ; ibe ings > can think of 
thing, when I saw what dogs can be number of eee he _ t = | 
> © » . } reme or 
taught to do, I can’t understand why | 2% once me ong ® ‘et chgpenp canis 
4 re T+ 1V 2 ret sore a 
we still have so many dumb auto- where I left my hat, Bet : 
mobile drivers out here in Cali-| hell. ; : 
fornia | Then came Charlotte Greenwood 
“eer and Jeanette are a couple and what she brought with her— 
~— : ¥ the piano player. Charlotte is al- 


of colored people who strut quite — A , 
; , | ways gooc 14d 1 laugh myself sick 
considerable. It’s a wonder some of | W4YS 8004 ana S : : 


: : -r. If I could hang on to the 
society le here i 5 | at her 

ee ed oe oa oe Phases horn of a saddle like she can hang 
‘em to their homes to teach them |" to that bathrobe, I wouldn't hit 


/the ground half as often as I do. 
they sure strut it fine. | I'm for Charlotte and her act. Any- 

Alma Neilson has a swell act but| time she’s on a program, the rest 
the thing about it I liked was the | of the show can go home and I'd 
burnt orange skirt she wore. I’ve | think I had my moneys worth. 
seen the day I would have run a|_ Rose Irene Kress and her ‘Terpsi- 
sgod horse down to capture her and chorean Wheels’ were entertaining 
that burnt orange skirt. All my life|and I liked ‘em. Tony would have 
| ’'ve had a burning ambition to own | liked ‘em. The International News- 
a burnt orange plush shirt and that | reel was fine and it closed what I 


how to do this Charleston stuff, for 


‘skirt would have fixed it up fine. | thought was a mighty fine show. | 


all I/| Out in Texas, it would have been a 
stampede. 


' When I saw Lily Morris, ; 
i peeded to make me think I was in 


Plaintiff in the petition, | 


Lefty, Jr. in Hwood on a $75 Termer; 
Aggie Don't Like Producer Already 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Hollywood, Oct. 15, 





| 


named his partners, George Settos, | 
Indianapolis, and Frank M. Krapp, | 


: | 
ing from Settos of funds and assets | 


| 


Group of eight pictures, to be re- | 


Was reported from Indianapolis | 





‘Adolescence,’ first of the eight. is | 
completed and ready for distribution 





$5,000,000, in | 


| been poured into it designedly. A| 


My dear Lefty: 

Junior and me arrived in Hollywood okay. He behaved himself very 
well on the trip considering that he’s never traveled much on trains. He 
bothered very few people. But he was so cute about it I don’t think they 
minded it much. He certainly didn’t act like a lot of theatrical kids we 
used to travel with. Remember Collins’ kid that used to go over to all the 
acts on the train when we were making a jump and say ‘You stink’? Well, 
Junior certainly has a better bringing up than that, and besides there 
weren't any acts on the train with us. 

Paul Gerard Smith and his wife, Alice, met us at the depot and insisted 
we live with them until we get set. They sure are a great couple, the kind 
that speak our language, only better. Paul is doing some swell story writing 
for Universal; they’re just getting wise to the guy that he’s a genius. He 
was a genius when he wrote those swell vaudeville acts and shows, now 
he is a double genius. I wanted to stop at a swell hotel to kinda put on 
a front, but Paul sed, ‘Stopping at a good hotel is the finest ad for poverty, 
picturesque poverty. The money guys stop at boarding houses and small 
apartments.’ So I think we'll use a shower bath instead of a swimming 
pool for awhile to see what happens. 

I had an appointment with Mr. McNamara, the director, for 9 a.m. so 
we got there at 8 as I don’t like to be unprompt. He showed up at 10. 
He is so different than he was at Coolacres; now he is full of business 
instead of rye. He greeted me in a cool but nice sort of a way, pinched 
Junior’s cheek and asked about you. He had a contract all made out 
without even askin me what I wanted. It was for $75 a week, which is 
a lot of dough when you figure it out you’d have to have 10 sons in the 
army to get that kinda dough. Of course, it’s nowheres near the $1,000 a 
week I expected and which I know Junior is worth to them, but Paul told 
me a yes in Hollywood is positive and a no negative and for me to always 
be positive. So I was positive and sed it’s okay with me, and signed it. 
Now it’s gotta go to court for me to be the legal guardian, etc.; they do 
that so the parents of kid actors don’t grab all the dough and give the 
kids writeups and stills as their share when they grow up. I told Mr. 
McNamara that me and you decided to put all the dough the kid earns in 
a bank in his own name, as we don’t want any of it. He laughed and 
said, ‘There comes a time in every Exhibitor's life where he starts shaking 
the baby’s bank.’ 

Then he had me meet the producer. You know a producer don’t meet 
you, he estimates you, so I was glad I had my good clothes on. He locked 
at me with his eyes that looked like the eyes on a tiger rug and sed that 
they had strict rules for mothers not to hang around when they’re shooting 
a picture, that they have a special place for stage mothers. He musta seen 
a funny gleam in my eye, so he quickly sed, ‘No, Mrs. O’Connor, a much 
nicer place than that,’ and he smiled like a wet goat. So I smiled, too, and 
sed it was okay for me as I was only there to see that Junior did his work 
right, me being an old performer knew how great the kid really was. He 
gave me another one of his fish-eye looks and called it an interview. I 
don’t think I’m gonna like him. 

A Juvenile With Teeth 

Junior is nuts about the place and already has nearly everybody’s auto- 
graph. He especially likes a nice young feller on the lot whom the studio 
is building up. He’s a juvenile, a juvenile with teeth, believe it or not. 
His name is Chic Lindsay and is very nice. I also met Solly Violinsky, 


| who wished us luck. He said he came to Hollywood as a kid actor, but 


now he has a heavy beard, the only kid actor with a heavy beard. There 
| are lots of kids gonna be in the picture, but so far I ain’t met any of ’em 
| or their mothers, I certainly hope they ain’t the regular stage mothers that 
| will get jealous of Junior who, no doubt, will steal the picture and be a 
Mickey Rooney in a very short time. 

Take care of yourself, you'll find plenty of clean underwear in the top 
drawer, and don’t eat any fried food, and don’t get lonesome, as I know 
when you get too lonesome you get thirsty with it. Love and kisses to 
you from Junior and 

Your lovin’ wife, 
AGGIE. 


P.S.—Dudley Digges sez, ‘One thing good about conscriptino 
take some of the boys that do jitterbug dancing.’ 


it will 





PITT VARIETY CLUB’S 








| List includes C. C. Kellenberg, 20th- 
| Fox, chief barker; Burtus Bishop, Jr., 
| M-G, first assistant, and Mike Sha- 


BIG SHINDIG SAT. (20) 








_a group 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 15. 
Pittsburgh’s biggest show biz af- 
fair, annual Variety Club banquet, 
comes off Sunday night (20) and will 


attract more than 1,000 pix biggies | 


from both coasts. Couple of special 


cars coming in from New York Sat- | 


urday will carry sales execs and 
stars, with delegation from Ccast due 
in same day. Shindig has been a 
sellout for several weeks, with $11 
tickets already at a premium. 
All-star show now being booked in 
New York by John H. Harris, peren- 
nial general chairman of Variety 
Club’s local blowout, and roster ex- 
pected to include Eddie Cantor and 


Olsen and Johnson. Set for speak- 
ers table are Jimmy Roosevelt, At- 
torney General McGraw of Texas, 
Bill McKechnie, manager of world 
champion Cincinnati Reds, and 


Charles Laughton, who's coming in 
day before for day of personals at 
Penn theatre 
Festivities get 
day afternoon 


under way 


at Stadium, where 


Pitt and Fordham will meet in their | 


annual football clash, and wil] con- 
tinue with pre-banquet get-together 
in Variety Club’s William Penn hotel 
rooms that night and a cocktail party 
at same spot Sunday afternoon. 


Pittsburgh Tent is No. 1 among 
Variety Clubs of America, which 
now number more than 20 char- 


ters, organization having 
founded here in 1926 by Harris and 


Club’s charities annually include 
adoption of an orphan baby and 
raising of between $25,000 and $50,- 
000 milk fund. 

- Banquet will also mark installa- 
tion of 1941 officers, who were elect- 
}ed at weekly meeting last Monday. 


Satur- 


been | 


of five other showmen. | 


piro, indie exhib, second assistant; 
Mort England, dough guy; Al Weib- 
| linger, sec’y, and Brian McDonald, 
James Balmer, Mike Gallagher, Tony 
Stern, M. A. Rosenberg and I. Elmer 
Ecker, board of directors. Jimmy 
Totman and Harry Thomas were 
named delegates to convention in 
| Atlantic City next spring. 
Philiy’s Shindig Dec. 12 
Philadelphia, Oct. 15. 

Plans for the annual Variet:- Club 


banquet calls for the dinner will 
be held Dec. 12 at the Bellevue- 
Stratford. Chairman of the event 


is Jack Beresin. Others on the com- 
mittee are David E. Weshner, James 
P. Clark, Ted Schlanger, Louis 
Krouse, Charles Goodwin, Hilleary 
Brown, Sam Stiefel, Earle Sweigert, 


Everett Callow, Ben Fertel, Milton 
Rogasner, Bill MacAvoy, E. C. Wil- 
schke, Sidney Samuelson, Clinton 


Weyer, Paul Greenlagh and Dr. J. A. 
Ritter. 


Kaplan Back as Exhib 


Santa Barbara, Cal., Oct. 15. 

Louis Kaplan, film theatre chain 
operator who sold his string to War- 
ners in 1930, is re-entering the show 
business with a new film house here. 

Construction of his theatre started 
yesterday (Mon.) and is slated for 
completion in 60 days. 











EDELMAN DRAWS ‘SWAN’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 15. 

Lou Edelman was handed the as- 
sociate producer job on ‘The Black 
Swan,’ Rafael Sabatini story bought 
| by 20th-Fox as a Tyrone Power 
| starrer. 

It is the fifth production on Edel- 
man’s schedule for 1940-41. 


| 
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Wage-Hour Rulings 


Continued from page 5 





that will have to be worked out by 
subsequent conferences. Talent ob- 


viously comes outside the law (along 








| unique and irreplaceable. 


| ness test also involves: 
‘Knowledge of an advanced type 


The fit- 


I work very slowly and it seems to 
|me in the most difficult way.’ 

| Chaplin revealed that it was Alex- 
|ander Korda who first suggested he 
|do a picture on a dictator. Though 
later getting very enthusiastic about 
| the idea, it wasn’t until Konrad Ber- 
| covici had subsequently urged the 
comedian to satirize dictatorship 





f 





Continued 





/hon-industry arbitrators, despite 
| their desire to be impartial and just, 
‘might make irreparable decisions 


with chief cameramen, top techni-| in a field of science or learning cus- that he went to work on it. Chap- | unless the limits of evidence and 
cians, some flacks, film salesmen, and/|tomarily acquired by a prolonged |!lin wrote the script in four months. | complaints were strictly defined. 


miscellaneous workers. 
hitched, however, to the 


Strings are | course of specialized intellectual in- |It took him six weeks to write the 
revised | struction and study, as distinguished | Speech which, on the screen, lasts but 


standards so that many who at first | from a general academic education |six minutes, he confessed. 


glance would be taken from under 
the federal tent still are protected. 


and from an apprenticeship’ and 
training in the performance of rou- 


The No. 1 comic of the world said 


| that while he has received some | 


In general, white collar people| tine mental, manual, or physical |°T@9k letters about ‘Dictator,’ he 
drawing $200 a month and exercising | processes; or predominantly original | 2°¢S"'t anticipate any censor trouble 


any substantial degree of initiative 
or judgment no longer can demand 
added pay if they put in more than 
40 hours weekly (after Oct. 
Definition of ‘executives’ has been 
changed only -slightly, as far as the 
film business is concerned, and the 
specifications for both ‘administra- 
tive’ and ‘professional’ employees are 
circumscribed. 


Stein’s Report 


In his report digesting evidence 
collected at long summer hearings, 
Deputy Administrator Harold Stein 
warned against lowering the bars to 
the point where exploitation would 
occur. He remarked that in many 
instances, the white collar help de- 
served protection more than manual 
labor which often is more highly 
unionized and therefore better able 
to look out for itself. 

Principal changes are: (1) provi- 
sion that executives may .devote not 
more than 20% of the time—8 hours 
weekly—doing the same chores as 
their underlings; (2) specification 
that a professional is a person doing 
intellectual work who has received 
specialized training and is creative; 
(3) scrapping of requirement that a 
salesman must transfer title to some- 
thing, either tangible or intangible, 
so that solicitors come under this 
classification and are exempt; (4) 
exclusion of non-manual workers 
who, 
are expected to use discretion and 
make their own decision; and (5) 
including among executives any in- 
dividual (getting $30 a week) in sole 
charge of an independent establish- 
ment or separate branch. 

Newspapers, Radio and Pix 

All lensers, scribblers, cartoonists, 

musicians and performers are not 


24). | 


| and creative in character in a rec- 
| ognized field of artistic endeavor as 
| opposed to work which can be pro- 
|duced by a person endowed with 
| general manual or intellectual abil- 
ity and training, and the result of 
which depends primarily upon the 
invention, imagination or talent of 
the employee.’ 


Musicians, Newsmen 


These conditions mean that jour- 
neymen musicians cannot be worked 
more than 40 hours without getting 
time and a half. Soloists and other 
featured performers unquestionably 
would be ‘professional,’ but not 
tunesters who only automatically 


front of them. The same with the 
average flack or reporter who does 
little but follow instructions. Stein 
remarked in his report that ‘musi- 
cians, composers, conductors, solo- 
ists, all are engaged in original and 
creative work within the sense of 
this definition but pointed out by 
way of illustration that there is a 
difference between the amount of 
originality and initiative required of 
a cartoonist and that shown by a 
film animator. Scenario writers who 
pick their own subjects would be 
exempt, but the average city room 
typewriter chauffeur would not. 





while not supervising others, | 





Jukeboxes 


Continued from page 4 


jobber plants—it also is pointed out 
that such things tend to spread and 
a town full of mechanics can come 
up with plenty of imitators. 


able to detect a single person passing 


play whatever notes are placed in | 


Thus far the police have been un- | 


| nor are diplomatic protests likely, in 
|his opinion. Restricted foreign mar- 


|ket on the film, however, may in- | 


|clude portions of South America, ac- 
|cording to some talk he has heard, 
Chaplin asserted. He added that he 
|isn’t being bothered about the pos- 
| Sibility of any diplomatic protests 
but if anything comes up in that 
connection he is ready to put up a 
fight. 

Chaplin stated that he might re- 
issue ‘Gold Rush,’ which he recently 
looked at and possibly one or two 
others. ‘Rush’ was a silent released 
in 1925, 





Pix Deals 


Continued from page 7 











production quality is to be main- 
tained. 

‘M-G deals with the individual 
exhibitor,’ said Flynn. ‘It endeavors 
to solve his own individual problems 
and straighten out any disagreements 
with him.’ 

Even in territories still complain- 
ing about depressed conditions, good 
pictures continue to do big business, 
Flynn said. 





Mutual’s Deals 
Detroit, Oct. 15. 
Deals for all its upstate houses 
have been completed by Mutual 





| Theatres, booking combine. Accord- | 


ing to Raymond E. Moon, manager of 
Mutual, the deals were made with 
| all eight majors as well as Monogram 
|and Republic. 


In the Detroit area the combine | 
| leged withholding of available prints | 


has completed its contracts with 20th 
Century-Fox and has closed on 
i} several deals with Warners. 





To meet these objections, few of 
| which were seen by attorneys in the 
}course of discussions through the 
|summer, is the reason for the cur- 
|rent conferences and consequent 
further delays. 


Under the terms of the decree 
there are six types and kinds of 
complaints which are subject to ar- 
bitration. They include: 


1, Controversies arising out of a 
complaint by an exhibitor that the 
leasing of one group of features was 
conditioned upon the leasing of an- 
other feature or group of features, 
or the leasing of shorts or foreign- 
made films. If the complaint is sus- 
tained, the award is limited to a 
|cancelling of the films without ob- 
| ligation, 


} 


2. Distributors may put before an 





that latter refuses to run a film 
which is objectionable on morak re- 
ligious or racial grounds, 


3. Controversies arising over ex- 
hibitor claims that a distributor has 
refused to provide films for some run. 
This category of arbitrable com- 
plaints is the distributors’ greatest 
concern and directly affects many 
existing local situations where, dis- 
tributors believe, neither the popu- 
lation of the towns nor the type of 
secondary theatre warrants more 
than one run of the pictures. Some 
substantial changes for the protec- 
tion of runs already established are 
being worked out in this connection. 

4. Clearance disputes. An un- 
ending industry headache. Latest 





conferences’ are 
'chinery for appeals from local clear- 
ance decisions with the acceptance 
of the principle that modifications of 
decisions may be speedy. 


5. Disputes arising over the al- 





| to the disadvantage of an independ- 
| ent exhibitor. 


Election Stalls Decree 


arbitrator the claim of an exhibitor) 


developing ma-'! 





from page 7 





Interstate Commerce on the recent 
decree. They also sent a letter to 
Thurman W. Arnold, assistant Attor- 
ney General and filed objections 
with Judge Henry M. Goddard. 

‘All efforts of independent exhibi- 
tors opposed to the Neely Bill at 
hearings before your committee last 
spring,’ the group informed the Con- 
gressional body, ‘will be of no avail 
if Judge Goddard accepts and agrees 
to a ‘consent’ decree. Your commit- 
tee knows that this consent decree 
further freezes those evils the inde- 
pendent faces, adds additional bur- 
dens and relieves him of none of the 
deplorable conditions the Neely bill 
was expected to cure. 

‘We would appreciate your letting 
Messers. Jackson and Arnold know 
how you feel toward this unjust pro- 
cedure of not considering the ex- 
hibitors in arriving at the terms of 
a decree. We feel this assistance 
from you is the last straw to pre- 
serve our independent enterprises.’ 


Kuykendall 


Continued from page 7 











shows there with the boys, and we 
lost business instead of gaining.’ 

Kuykendall said he ‘is deeply 
concerned. with nickel-in-the-slot 
movies’ because ‘they will not stop 
where it was first announced, with 
shorts, but are moving ahead with 
plans for longer features, 10 and 15 
minutes, with stars that we have 
established. 

‘{ don’t know how far this will go, 
but we must think of some plan to 
prevent losing business to them un- 
fairly,’ he said. 

President R. X. Williams, of Ox- 


ford, Miss., presided at-all sessions. 
Other speakers included: John C. 
|Flinn (Variety), Claude F. Lee, 


Paramount; H. M. Richey, Loew’s; Y. 
Frank Freeman, Paramount produc- 
tion chief; William G. Formby of 
Boxoffice and M. A. Lightman. 
Visiting exhibitors were guests at 
screenings Sunday and at a luncheon 
|given by the local exchanges and 
equipment companies Monday. Ses- 





ranly | 6. Discriminatory selling. Here,| sions closed with the annual ban- 
osnaregaae Pe rcytsntel aoe a the slugs into the machines although owe a | again, the language of the y Ra is | quet and dance last night (Tuesday). 
statute, re Stem repor w an estimated $12,000 worth went : ae ee ne ae a fter hearing the consent decree 
a partial disappointment to news- Tienuats in aan real. Metro has closed deals with the | being clarified, as within this cate- After & 


| Music Hall, N. Y., for first-run New | Sory resides the most important con- further castigated by other oppo 
Warren Ayers, agent for one of the | York engagements on three of its|cessions won by the Government | including Y. Frank Freeman, studi 

cigaret companies—which are the | top-bracket films. ‘Escape,’ ‘Philadel- ‘from the film companies, This sec- | chief at Paramount, which is a party 
hardest hit since their margin of | phia Story’ and ‘Bitter Sweet.’ First/tion also contains the restrictions | to the agreement, the nncacingy oo Rise 
profit is less on a 15¢ pack these war | of trio to come in will be ‘Escape,’ hibitors’ voted a unanimous peti 


paper publishers, broadcasters, film 
producers, and others in related 
lines of business. For example, re- 
write men on press service or news- 

















time off; so are the many publicity 
department staffers. 

Discussing the picture business, 
Stein said: 

‘One of these (classification diffi- 
culties) concerns the so-called key 
members of a shooting unit in the 
moving picture industry. The key 
members include, for example, the 
first and second cameramen, the 
standby prop makers, the makeup 
artists, the hairdressers, the standby 
gaffers, the script girl, best boy, and 
many others. The first cameraman 
might well be exempt as an execu- 
tive or administrative employee. He 
himself performs no manual labor 
and merely directs the general proc- 
ess of photography. The second 


vestigation. 

Fven the Federal Bureau cf Inves- 
tigation has started looking into the 
counterfeiting of the flood of small 





coins in Detroit but, like the police, 
|report that nothing can be done un- 
|less the slug-makers or passers can 
| be caught red-handed. 





James Roosevelt will be in New 
| York from the Coast at the end of 
| this week to attend the eastern un- 
veiling of the jukeboxes for which 
he is making the pictures. 
Mills, manufacturer of the machines, 
will also be in from Chicago. 

Debut of the ‘Mills Panoram Movie 
Machine and Soundies,’ as the 
| ducer tags them, will be at the Wal- 


Fred | 


pro- | 


of ‘Dictator’ taking over the Capitol, 
Metro’s N. Y. show-window for an 
indefinite run. 





Republic has closed with a 1940- 
41 product deal with Fox Midwest, 
which operates in the Kansas City 
area, 


{franchise holder, acted for the dis- 


tributor, Elmer Rhoden, and Lon Cox | 


representing F-M, 





Barrymore 


Continued from page 3 








Paramount picture deal at $20,000 a 


Jimmy Grainger, Rep’s sales | 
head, and Robert F. Withers, K. C. | 


| unless the power of the arbitrators 
|is clearly defined the whole struc- 
ture of distribution might be upset. 
| Appeals to be made easier from de- 
cisions under this section. 

Reported that neither Government 
nor defendants during the ‘week 
conferred on the status of Columbia, 
Universal and United Artists, the 
three defendant companies which 
have refused to sign the consent de- 
cree. As soon as the decree is 
signed, an anti-trust complaint will 
be filed against the three, according 
to one of Arnold’s aides. 

Because of the delicate situation 
in which the proceedings have now 
progressed neither 


| Pointed out during the week that | 


Government nor | 


eae ae a : | against circuit selli is - i i , 
paper editorial staffs still are Re tax days—has enlisted both police | scheduled fur warts in Movember. — = Pima be pedometers | to the Dept. of Justice to disapprove 
titled to extra pay or compensatory | nq the prosecutor's staff in the in-| Deals made possible as a result | ; | the decree. 


| The resolution particularly at- 
| tacked the five-picture block pro- 
' vision and described the whole agree- 
iment as an addéd expense and bur- 
i}den to the entire industry, an ex- 
| periment that cannot fulfill its pur- 
pose. 

| ‘Il have no sympathy with Govern- 
| ment regulation as proposed in the 
‘consent decree,’ Freeman said. ‘Al- 
‘though my company has agreed to 
|accept it, I am personally opposed 
ito it. I regard this as the first step 
lin the wrong direction, If it is 
|signed and becomes law, I wonder 
| what the next step will be. It is 
itoo bad for us that we could not 
{have worked out regulation within 
| ourselves.’ 


; £ ka 5 , ~ ‘ aneite z : P an called the double feature 
cameraman may well be a profes- ; a : picture ($5,000 a week for fou industry principals in the discussions |, Freema gpl! 
. : : dorf-Astoria, N. Y., next Monday reeks) Latter chor isn’t until : ; ; ” | ‘the greatest evil that has crept into 
sional employee, as the term is de- ‘ weeks). Lit re isn have made any detailed statement ‘ ‘ letdow 
ea “se i A aleve in a a (21). Reps of the press, theatrical, June, which should leave Barrymore of the causes for ie. aneeicnk datum the business, promi ed no letdown 
ea r. y , . « ’ if : © aa) *s ses yr . — delays. 
: radio and music fields have been AY 


almost all the other instances the 
persons employed are craftsmen and 
are typically members of such 
unions as the International Alliance 


sent invites. 
Similar preview was held on the 
Coast several weeks ago, 











clear for the legit hour, to which he 
is obligated on a _ run-of-the-play 
commitment. 

Aldrich & Myers, Katherine Tur- 


On the contrary, it 
that both sides had left to the last 
the matter of arbitration details. 
Undér the drafted decree all disputes 


was declared 


in picture quality despite the foreign 

market loss, and predicted a reduc- 
{tion in the number of features made 
|annually ‘because the economic situa- 
| tion will force that to come about.’ 


of Theatrical Stage Employees and | ney and Jerry a. latter the arising between exhibitors and film | John C. Flinn (Variety) pointed 
Moving Picture Machine Opera- | . authors of Children, still have a exchanges are to be handled by the lout ‘the wonderful opportunity ex- 
tors, the Brotherhood of Painters, Chaplin possible legal merges = mind against American Arbitration Society, which hibitor organizations will have to be 
Qecorators and Paperhangers of Barrymore and 20th-Fox because of | has the full and exclusive authority of service when the decree goes 
America. and so forth. Moreover, Continued from page 4 ‘Great Profile.’ to set up the machinery for handling into effect.’ He 1id the MPTO 
when performing identical work, but particularly suits him. He recently Figured that Barrymore will agree | complaints, including the establish- could provide exhibitor information 
not within the shooting group, they sneteonige caialh called ‘Regency’ ‘and to resume in Children because he mons of branch offices in the ex- service on previews, thus lessening 
are treated like the other craftsmen | wants to produce that with Paulette owns 50% of the picture anny which change cities, to employ local secre- the difficulties involved in the ad- 
of the industry and are paid over- | Goddard starred and, if obtainable, hav e not been sold but which would taries and Seperes the neces OF } ees screening provisions and 
time for overtime work. Though | with Charles Laughton opposite her. be enhanced by his reappearance. If — to carry a the operations. || might arrange cooperative buying of 
the hourly pay of most of these em- | This being drama, Chaplin will act he resumes the stage appearances Major san a operations will product. 

ployees is extremely high in com- : He is working on Aldrich and Myers will cancel the be met by the film companies that 


parison with most other industries, 


that fact in itself does not and can- 

not qualify them for exemption as 

‘administrative employees.’ ’ 
Remarks On Pros 


as producer only. 
an adaptation and has done around 
60 pages on the book. It will be the 
first time that Chaplin has gone out- 
|side to purchase material rights. 
For himself he has been working 


$15.000 settlement on them by Barry- 
more, calling for $5,000 from his first 
film and the balance from the next. 


1 Referee’s Decision 


will be assessed on a percentage of 
their film rentals. Other source of 
income will be the minimum filing 


fees to be paid by protesting exhibi- | 


itors at the time that complaints are 
‘made, 


R. X. Williams, of 
was reelected president. Other offi- 
cers chosen were: M. A. Lightman, 
chairman of the board of directors; 
R. B. Cox, Batesville, v.p., for Mis- 
|sissippi; L. F. Haven, Forest City, 


Oxford, Miss., 


His remarks on_ ‘professionals’ |9n a comedy called ‘The White Rus- | iy patito kag’ ae |v.p., for Arkansas; W. P. yea 
pointed out that the original inter-|<jan This may be his next, but}, John Barrymore is worth more to) | eee | Covington, v.p. for Tennessee; an 
pretations did not take into consid- | meantime he may turn out some| his creditors in pictures than he | Michigan Exhibitors |W. S. Tyson, Water Valley, Miss., 


eration acting or music and ‘during 
the past 18 months the Division has 
not made its position entirely clear 
as to the applicability of the exemp- 
ion to such workers.’ Previously 
a professional was one who dictated 
the ‘manner and time of perform- 
ance.” In place of this qualification, 


lshorts of the ‘baggy trousers’ type 
| and purely in the. slapstick vein. 
Chaplin arrived in New York Satur- 
day (12) by plane, his first trip in 


‘the air, and states that for the next | 


itwo or three months he ‘wants to 
|play,’ see the shows, take in the Fair 
land ‘generally have a good time.’ It’s 


| would be on the stage, under a rul- 
| ing by Ernest R. Utley, referee in 
bankruptcy, who evidently has been 
| studying boxoffice returns. 
| Decision means that 
| cancels his stage tour with ‘My Dear 
| Children’ to take a four-week job 
| with Universal at $5,000 a week. Of 


Barrymore 


| ‘Deplore’ the Decree 
Detroit, Oct. 15. 


plorable conditions the Neely Bill 
was expected to cure had _ been 
remedied, Cooperative Theatres of 


Protesting that none of the de-! 


secretary-treasurer. 

| Other members of the new board 
of directors are: From Arkansas, W. 
L. Landers, Batesville; K. K. King, 
Searcy; O. W. McCutcheon, Blythe- 
| ville; M. S. McCord and O. P. Wrenn, 
Little Rock; Sidney Wharton, War- 
ren; from Mississippi, A. Rush, Hus- 


, Lute Geet tri r¢ this sum, $5,000 will be paid to the | Michigan, representing more than | ton; W. S. Taylor, Leland; Grady 
bp —— Seep tecnte — nae See Weep cost SS | legit producers, and $10,000 more | 100 independents in Michigan, is ap- Cook, Pontotoc; from Tennessee, 
requiring the consistent exer- 


cise of discretion and judgment in 
its performance,’ besides being 


‘After all, I go along as I feel,’ he 
commented, adding that ‘that’s the 


‘luxury of being independent. Also, 


'from the proceeds of later picture 
| jobs, to settle their $15,000 claims. 


pealing to the House of Representa- 
| tive’s Committee on Foreign and 


Dave Flexer, Howard Waugh, J. A. 
West, all of Memphis. 


' 
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HE NAVY 


\s~- Two reels of thrill- packed entertainment}, “Eyes of the Navy”! 
=~ Remember how “The Flag Speaks” clicked with your de- 
lighted patrons! Here’s another sockeroo! 


It’s a full, factual, heart-reassuring “ report to the public” 
on a win) subject: America’s coming supremacy in the air! 


Pilot training, air-fighting, the Navy’s Armada! 


Filmed at air bases in Pensacola and San Diego—with 
eratefully acknowledged U. S. cooperation! 


Your heart will leap with joy when you see it! | 
Just_what the public wants to know! 
Ballyhoo it! Sensationalize it! Sell it big! | 


PATRIOTIC, PULSE-POUNDING, PROFITABLE! 
Released in time for Navy Day, October 27th * Book it now! 
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GIRL FROM AVENUE A 


(Continued from page 16) 


dawdling with being a playwright. 
He takes her home with him to use 
her for reference for slang, manner 
and type, and while he’s transfering 
her to ink on paper, she takes over 
lace. 
One of the nice things about Jane 
Withers’ films of the past is lost in 
‘Avenue A.’ She was always a rough 
and tumble person before, but is 
given orly a brief go at it here, 
time taken up to introduce people 
to what will be expected of her 
later—the task of becoming a per- 
fect lady. 

This script came from Maude Ful- 
ton’s play, ‘The Brat,’ and is about 
a youngster who sharps her way as 
an adolescent for victuals, for clothes 
and for money. Tripped up while 
trying to beat George Humbert for 





a fancy meal, Kent Taylor steps in| 


and gets her out of the mess. He's 
a rich swell, who hobbies at writing 
plays (it must be a hobby, because 
he never gets around to giving one 
air), Over the opposish of his en- 
tire household, he keeps the girl and 
watches her like a goldfish. 

She makes immediate friends of 
the bishop, Vaughan Glaser, of the 
butler, Harry Shannon, and of a 
neighborly rich lady, Jessie Ralph. 
She gets more than friendly with 
Rand Brooks, who tries to soak out 
a broken heart in alcohol. Choosing 
up sides against her are Katharine 
Aldridge, a wealthy beaut with cap 
set for Taylor, Laura Hope Crews, 


the socially minded mother of the| that should fare well on the top rung pates 2nd central Europe. 
boys, and Ann Shoemaker, an eld- | 


erly snob. 

Jane’s attempt at warping an At- 
lanta, Ga., vocal apparatus into river- 
front New Yorkese isn’t very good. 
The plaudits for performance go to 
the character people— Jessie Ralph, 
Laura Hope Crews, Harry Sha:inon 
and Vaughan Glaser. Katharine Al- 
dridge shows up very well to the 
camera, and ditto Elyse Knox, who 


is a newcomer. Art. 
DANCING ON A DIME 
(MUSICAL) 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Paramount release of A. M. Botsford pro- 
duction. Features Grace McDonald, Robe 
ert Paige, Virginia Dale, William Frawley, 
Peter Hayes, Lillian Cornell, Eddie Quillaa, 


Frank Jenks, Carol Adams, Directed by 
Joseph Santley. Screenplay by Maurice 
Rapf, Anne Merrison Chapin and Allen 


Rivkin, based on story by Jean Lustig and 
Max Kolpe; camera, Charlies Lang, Jr.; 
editor, Doane Harrison; asst. director, Mel 
Epstein; songs, Frank lLoesser, Burton 
Lane, Victor Young. Previewed at Para- 
mount, .A., Oct. 7, ‘40. Running time, 


73 MINS, 

ee Ay reer pre ere Robert Paige 
EGGS. TOMOR. 660ccccensese Grace McDonald 
Dandy JOslyn.ccccvccccccecsecs Peter Hayes | 
SOCK PIGTCTOER. cc scccccvsseese Eddie Quillan 
Phil Miller... .cocccsccovesceces Frank Jenks 
Sete PUOWRR ccc ccscskeeeees Virginia Dale 
gi ae Ree eee Carol Adams 







weaee Lillian Cornell 
.--William Frawley 
eyes ree Phillip Terry 


Doris Marlowe... 
DM. «x teesendat 
Brent Martin...... 


Bamimy TOO: o.o<bss8 8s cccses Tom Collins 
Be 3 Bancroft. .cenceccerees George Meader 
Freeman Taylor. .ccesccceces Charles Lane 
300 PRUE: ccéccodensesed Arthur Aylsworth 
BD 066565050 0h 08568 ERS C0008 Wanda MeKay 
Miss Greenflelé. .coscecsoecccvese Fay Helm 





This is a program filmusical of rou- 
tine texture that provides sufficient 
light moments to get it across ac- 
ceptably as secondary filler on the 
duals. In itself, picture is not too 
important, but affords good pros- 
pecting into the talents and abilities 
of several younger players on the 
Paramount contract list. 

It’s a typical backstage tale of a 
stranded troupe that finally is able 
to open the show despite insufficient 
coin. However, the 


overcome what, at times, becomes a 
static story. In its exploration work 
here, Paramount seems to have un- 
covered a nugget of singing and 
dancing abilities in Grace McDonald, 
recruited from the New York stage. 
She has a screen personality that 
catches attention, and she rates as- 


signments in higher budgeted pic- 


tures. 

A group of young players re- 
hearsing for a WPA show find them- 
selves stranded when the Govern- 
ment abandons the project. Quar- 
tet of the boys utilize the theatre 
for living quarters, and a discovered 
role of counterfeit bills enables them 
to put up deposits to insure the even- 
tual opening. 


The phoney money 
kicks back on them opening night. 
but smart maneuvering saves the 


dav and the show. 
Robert Paige has possibilities as a 














An imposing address that’s no 
imposition on your budget. 
Lovely modern rooms and 
Suites by month or on lease. 


CENTRAL. PARK 


ap GU 7 


_ 


youthful en-| 
thusiasm of the players do much to 





film juvenile. He’s in the role of 
writer-director of the show. Peter 
Hayes, Eddie Quillan and Frank 
Jenks make a good comedy trio. 
Bill Frawley is the kindly stage 
manager who comes to the rescue of 
the kids; Virginia Dale is a fast- 
chattering blonde; and Lillian Cor- 
nell is brought in for one song. 
Five numbers are spotted through- 
out the running, title tune being best 
of the group. Althouch most of the 
action is in front of the bare stage, 
picture has a production number for 


moderate budgeter. Joseph Santley’s 
direction overcomes the inadequa- 
cies of the story, lifting it to credi- 


table support rating. Walt, 
Melody and Moonlight 
(MUSICAL) 


Republic release of Robert North produc- 
tion. Directed by Joseph Santley. Screen- 
play, Bradford Ropes, from original by 
| David Silverstein; songs, Jule Styne, George 
R. Brown, Sol Meyer; camera, Ernest Mil- 
ler; editor, Ernest Nims; musical director, 
Cy Feuer; dances, 
viewed in Projection Room, N, Y., Oct. 10, 
‘40. Running time, 73 MINS. 








| making events. 


hicle as gripping as today’s news- 
reel and as vivid as tomorrow’s 
newspaper - headline. Some few 
people may be annoyed by the na- 
tional defense propaganda angle, but 
audience reaction is bound to be 
highly favorable. 

The great Bull Market of 1929, 
with its resulting panic, starts off 
the etching of 11 years of history- 
There are glimpses 


| of Texas Guinan, Flo Ziegfeld and 


| Mayor-Jimmy Walker. 


the finale that is above par for a' 





Aida Broadbent. Re- | 


| 


| 
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| Republic has usually gone amiss in 
| its attempts at making musicals, but 
| in ‘Melody and Moonlight’ it has 
| come up with one of its better tries 


of the duals. With a breezy, spright- 


ly cast that includes Johnny Downs; 


| Barbara Allen (‘Vera Vague’ of 


radio), Jerry Colonna, Bob Hope’s | spanish 


| radio stooge; moppet Mary Lee and 
a film newcomer, Jane Frazee, ‘Mel- 
ody’ is surprisingly tuneful, though 
its comedy is somewhat questionable 
from the standpoint of material. 


brisk pace this more or less Alger- 
esque yarn about the bellhop 
(Downs) with a show biz yen as an 
outlet for his hoofing. In coupling 
Miss Frazee with Downs as the major 
romantic interest Republic has come 
up with a nifty looker who seems 


treme likeness to Lana Turner 
doesn’t step in the way. However, 
the latter is something that can be 
avoided, since it seems that the stu- 





ity, encouraging the hair-do Miss 
| Frazee uses in the pic, along with the 
slinky gown, to emphasize _ that 
factor. 

The link of Miss Allen, as the 
chattering, opaque dame that she is 
on the radio, and Colonna doesn’t 
produce the happy results that on 
| paper seems in the offing. But that’s 
| essentially a fault of the material, 
which consists, in Miss Allen’s case, 
of puns whose only favorable results 
are due to her delivery. However, 


as the wealthy chiropodist who be- 


| delivery is the main attribute of his 
gags and .fol-de-rol with Miss Allen, 
| both of whom form an incidental 
comedy romantic element. 

Integrally linked in the standard 


yarn, and a vital factor in the suc-} With 


cess it does achieve, is little Mary 
Lee, who’s rapidly becoming a junior 
edition of Judy Garland in voice, 
looks and acting ability. Despite the 
| wealth of talent in the film, the 
voungster manages to reap the major 
honors. Downs does well, ingra- 
tiating himself with his juve person- 
ality and fair singing and dancing. 

Storv this time has been switched 
in background to that of the radio 
field, with Downs and Miss Frazee, 
as a debbie whose show biz aspira- 
tions are vetoe@ by her millionaire 
father, ultimately being enabled to 
snare a sponsor—and it would be the 
repentant gal’s father, of course—for 
their program of teaching tap danc- 
ing over the air. 


WORLD IN FLAMES 


| 
| 


j 


| civil war there. 


Everybody 
seems happy and spending is the 
order of the day. Then the narra- 
tive swings into the 1930 depression 
and its effect on numerous nations 
during 1931 and 1932. Germany and 
the rest of the world are shown as 
in bad straits—there are revolts in 
Spain, a prelim to the revolution and 
The invasion of Jap 
forces in Manchukuo is treated as 
merely a hint of further Japanese 
invasions to follow. 

The picture cleverly traces the 
visit of an Italian fying squadron to 
the U. S., with German agents show- 
ing unmistakable interest in the new 
military toy. Then are revealed the 


growth of Nazi flying clubs, implica- | ‘ 
tion clearly being that the Germans | 


got the idea of aerial combat from 
the Italians. 

From this point on the film de- 
velops dictators’ rise to power, with 
Hitler kicking out the treaty of Ver- 
sailles, taking advantage of unrest 
in Europe and finally starting to re- 
arm. The move into the Rhineland, 
Austria, Czechoslovakia (with the in- 
terruption by the Munich agree- 
ment), Poland and finally the Baltic 
Picture 
editors cleverly show what is going 


on in the U. S. while these events are | 


transpiring abroad. 

The Jap thrust into China, the 
civil war with the Italian 
and German aviators getting actual 
wartime training, and finally realis- 
tic closeups of the Polish and Nor- 
wegian drives build up to the Battle 
of Britain. The best newsreel foot- 


Joseph Santley has directed at a age of these two campaigns make no 


bones about the horrors of war and 
the might of the Nazi military. 
Where German army footage is 


|; used due credit is given, with the 
,/comment that the dead and wounded 


slated for better things if her ex-_ 


dio itself is conscious of the similar- | 


Paramount release of Albert J. Richard 
production Documentary type of feature, 
mainly compiled from Paramount news- 

| material dating back to 1929 Writ- 
ten and documented by William C. Park; 
volees, Gregory Abbott, Gilbert) Marryn, | 
Tom Chalme Previewed in Proj 


Room, N ta GO tec oe Running time, 
62 MINS, 

This cavalcade of the dictators’ 
rise to world domination and the 
world rearming for a second World 
War looks like a real money-maker 
for Paramount. It was pre-sold to 
key salesmen even before completed 
through presenting a rough-cut ver- 
sion, and probably is the most inex- 
pensive feature-length film Par ever 
turned out. Because it is being 
rushed to every conceivable account 
, while the subject of rearmament is 
timely, sizable profit seems assured. 

There is nothing cheap-appearing 
about the film. In fact, it is about 


: |menting of this sort to come from 


'any studio. Running narration, the 
few specially staged scenes and 
sound effects eliminate any illusion 
| that it is a compilation—and a bril- 
| liant one—of pertinent world events 


never are permitted in Nazi clips ke- 
cause they would detract from the 
glory of fighting. Also pointed out 
that the sweep of the German mili- 
tary into Poland, as shown, was 
taken from the same films employed 
to terrorize the leaders in the Baltic 
nations and elsewhere preliminary 
to invasion. The production pulls 
no punches in relating the needless 
bombing in Norway and Lowland 
nations. In the former, Arthur Men- 
ken’s gripping coverage tells the 
story. His footage taken while un- 
der fire from overhead bombers dur- 
ing the Allied retreat from Norway 
also is included. 


There is a dandy closeup of Musso- | 


lini doing grotesque mugging before 
| his regimented thousands. This 
| likely will bring a protest from the 


as is also true in the case of Colonna, | Jtalian official representatives in the | 


. S. Subject concludes with the 


comes another link in the series of | Statement that America is rearming 
ups and downs of Johnny Downs, the | and that such easy victories will not 


here because the dic- 
| tators do not understand the people 
| of the United States. 


| A. J. Richard, Paramount newsreel 


| be possible 


editor, has given the film superb pro- 


skirting obvious pitfalls 
rare judgment. 
Park, who scripted and edited, also 


| did an intelligent job. Voices of the 


| duction, 


regular Par news staff, including 
Gregory Abbott, Gilbert Martyn, 


Tom Chalmers and Spencer Bentley, 
are used to carry the story. Last- 
named also appears in the film 


Wear. 
Producers Pictures release of Sigmund 
Neufeld production Stars Tim Met'oy. 
Directed by Peter Stewart. Screenplay by 
Joseph ©’ Donnell: editor, Holtroek N 
‘Todd: camera, Jack Greenhalgh At Rialto, 
N. Y., week Oct 12 °40, dual. Running 
re: 43 MENS, 
Tim HaOMMOnG. ..006cccccceces Tim McCoy 
BOtty GIRIPOU . occ cc dcr cctdesene Inna Gest 
Curly.cccocsere Lou Fulton 
Jam M. Brad! aes \iden Chase 
slim Devie.. . ° Carl 1 Young 
Sheriff Kramer: : Ted Adams 
Jerry Garrett Robert Winkler 
Oo ee — e ave O'Brien 
lly an er ({eorge Chesbro 
McClure oi ..Jdack Richardson 
Parson Han i , ...John E tt 
Forthright western melodramatic 
with Tim McC former Indian 
| interpreter in Wyoming, as the law- 
man is obviously geared for double 
features, picture not being even 45 
minutes long. Not bad to bolster the 
No. 1 feature, though filled with 
usual western implausibilities and 
laughable situations. 
Scripters with Producers Pictures 
|outfit shifted the gangsters’ ‘pro- 
tective association’ idea from the 
city and set it up in western sur- 
roundings. Idea of business men in 


|cut-throats is the 


a cattle town being bled by western 
unbelievable 


| premise on which the whole story 


revolves. Plot even drags in a boy 


| kidnaping and an artificial jailbreak. 
| the slickest bit of editing and docu- | 


'from the boom days of ‘29 to the | 


| present. It is so neatly put together, 
| with the new footage dovetailed into 
| the older, that interest never lags. 

| In the present crucial era of his- 
| tory, timeliness of the theme is in- 
|escapable. It is a documentary— 
some will say propagandistic—ve- 


| develop a romance, but this appar- | 


Picture differs from.usual cactus 
operas in that the villains don’t ap- 
pear terrible tough and the hero is a 
better fighter than shooter. It has 


the briefest gun battle on record for | 


a western climax, and the vehicle 
allows the sheriff’s posse to round 
up the outlaws without a single 
fatality. There’s a minor attempt to 


| ently proved too much of a writing 


job for the ensuing actior—so the 


' whole thing was dropped like a hot 


potato. 


Tim McCoy again is Tim McCoy, a— 


William C. | 


western hero of note. He's the Fad- 
eral agent who comes to clean up 
the cowboy mob and aid the sheriff 
on the quiet. Support includes Inna 
| Gest, Tea Adams, Alden Chase and 
Carleton Young, all standard west- 
|ern players. Adams, as sheriff, turns 
|}in the most realistic performance. 
Some of the support has yet to 
learn the technique of emulating a 
man being struck by a forty-five 
at 20 paces. They howled at this 
theatre when one cowboy went into 


a nosedive after being hit. Wear. 
| LET GEORGE DO IT 
(With Songs) 
(ENGLISH-MADE) 


Film. Alliance release of Michael Balecon | 


| Production. Stars George Formby; fea- 
tures Phyllis Calvert, Garry March, Rom- 
ney Brent, Bernard Lee, Coral 
Directed by Marcel Varnel., Story and ada)- 
tation, Angus MacPhail, Fred E. Cliffe, 
Harry Gifford, Eddie Latta; photography, 
Ronald Neame. At Globe, N. Y.. week 
Oct. 12, "40. Running time, 72 MINS, 












| BOGEROs.o.o 0s pcvccevccesesss George Formby 
Danson webeds bad ae eaters Phyllis Calvert 
| Mendez....... ee e+»-Garry Marsh 


n 
3 


-Romney Brent 
| Neilson....... ..-Bernard lee 
Rie. 06s 00 ee 
| a ae .- Helena Pickard 
| POEs an sos eee sd consueacess Percy Walsi 
es ee eee Diana Bueamont 


U-Boat Commander......... Torin Thatcher 
| Strickland. ......ccccccsces Donald Calthrop 
Po Ee ee errr Hal Gordon 





| ‘Let George Do It,’ made in Eng- 
| land since the war started and using 
the big struggle as background, is a 


| very palatable comedy _ starring 
|George Formby. With spies as a 
| basis for laughs, the picture also 


includes an unbilled orchestra and 
several songs, plus a dancer who 
| does two brief bits as atmosphere. 
| Although the cast names may not 
/mean anything on U. S. marquees, 
the import is deserving of doing 
| good business on this side. A sure- 
| fire audience film, it should click in 
any part of the country played. 
Formby is a highly ingratiating 
comedian and perhaps could be used 
out in Hollywood. He plays mate- 
rial that is typical of Joe E. Brown 
|/and, in a measure, reminds of that 
comic. The voice is not too British, 
either and it isn’t long before Form- 
| by grows on one. 
| In addition to doing a sap enter- 
|tainer who is mistaken for a Ger- 
|man spy that is being planted with 
an orchestra in Norway, he plays 
the uke and sings. There are three 
numbers, all very listenable which 
|Formby sells effectively, in one 
|case being assisted by an unbilled 
|female trio. The songs are ‘Oh, 
| Don’t the Wind Blow Cold,’ ‘Mr. 
| Wu Is a Window Cleaner Now’ and 
|‘Count Your Blessings and Smile.’ 
| Laughs_ are well _ sprinkled 
| throughout the 72 minutes and the 
} pace is at all times good. There is 
some slapstick but it has consider- 
able originality and freshness, in- 
cluding the bakery sequence in 
| which Formby gets mixed up in the 
dough trying to retrieve a camera 
| containing the negative of a picture 
he has taken of a secret German 
code. The submarine sequence is 





Browne. | 


--Coral Browne | 


| dio scene in which Formby is trying 
| to get in touch with his girl on a 
passenger ship the Nazis are plan- 
ning to bomb. 

Formby is the actor-musician who 
| turns the tables on the Nazi agents 
who thinks he’s on their side. One 
of these is Garry Marsh, who leads 
the orchestra. It is utilized almost 
entirely for Formby’s songs. 

Girl is a charmer, Phyllis Calvert. 
She also suggests possibilities for 
America. Coral Browne is a spy 
| working with Marsh. She does the 
|two dance bits in connection with 
|‘Oh, Don’t the Wind Blow Cold.’ 
Lessers, all o.k., include Romney 
Brent, Bernard Lee and Helena 
| Pickard. 

Production job is a credit to Mich- 
ael Balcon, who turned out ‘Yank at 

xford’ and ‘C'tadel’ in England for 
Metro. Marcel Varnel’s direction 
also represents a very able job. 

Another film of the same title, in- 
cidentally, but with a different story, 
was made in Australia a couple of 
years ago by Ken G. Hall for Cine- 
sound, Char. 


Queen Of The Yukon 


Monogram production and release Stars 
Cheries Bickford, Irene Rich. Directed by 


’h'l Rosen. Story, Jac London; screene- 
ploy, Joseph West; camera, Harry Neue 
mann: editor, Russoll Schoengarth. Re- 
viewed at Variety, Lincoln, dual. Running 
time: 74 MINS, 

eee reve rT cre Ler Chorles Bickford 
Rn ks bdesthentyes Were er ee -Trene Rich 
Pree Teer ...Melvin Leong 
CEPR ccescebececeoscesbones Ceorge Cleveland 
a PP eee eee ; Guy Usher 
Tlelen ivtveneee tas er ..June Corlson 
ne ee Dave ©'Brien 
COGS se 65 000s coups eseasnecess -Tris Coffin 


Strictly for the action field, ‘Queen 
of the Yukon’ falls short of filling the 
prescription for more than average 
biz. It’s the Jack London story of 
the woman who ruled the Yukon and 
ran a river boat on which men left 
the diggings for home, but whose 
roulette wheels cleaned them before 
they docked and they had to go back 
; for more, 

Charles Bickford and Irene Rich 
fill the marquees. It has been some 
time since Miss Rich graced the 
screen. She runs the boat, and 
keeps a daughter June Carlson in 
fashionable school, and Bickford is 
her partner, a hard man who can 
deal harshly with his kind when the 
time comes. The film drags along 
until about midway, when it becomes 
apparent that only by selling the 
boat can the mother and daughter be 
reunited in the states. The boat, 
purchased by Melvin Long’s big 
mining crowd, is then denied the 
miners on indie claims and they’re 
sbout to be frozen out. "ven after 
the picture moves into action, it’s not 
very exciting. 

Romance, aside from the undetfe 
stood affection of Bickford for Miss 
Rich, is between a young surveyor, 
Dave O’Brien, and June Carlson, 
They don’t get much time at it, be- 
cause the girl suffers an immense 
schoolgirl crush and is caused by the 
scrinot to indulge in verbal silliness 
with Bickford. George Cleveland 
and Guy Usher are a counle of lazy 
miners, who love their liquor. 























also very funny, particularly the ra- Art. 
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in his new comedy 


CAPITOL, Broadway & Sist St. 
Continuous performances. Doors open 
9 A.M. 75¢ before 5 P.M. (Saturday. 
Sunday and Holiday Before 3 P. MJ) 
& $1.10 afterwards. Tax Included 


¥ 








Charlie Chaplin The Great DICTATOR 


es 


RELEASED THRU UNITED ARTISTS 


ASTOR, Broadway & 45th Street 
Reserved seats Mat. at 2:45. 75c to $1.10. 
Eves. at 8:45. $1.10 to $2.20. Extra Mid. 
show Sat. & 6 P.M. Sun. (also Sat., Sun. 
& Hol. Mats.) 75c to $1.65. Tax Included 
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“Long Voyage 
Home" 
Broadway 


TED 
RATISTS RIVOLI at 49th St. 
s Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 














TASS) Starts Thur., Oct. 17 
“BOOM 
TOWN” 


In Person 
BENNY DAVIS 


land His All New 
STARDUST 
REVUE 


Last Times Wed. | 
“ARGENTINE 


NIGHTS” 
In Person 
GEORGE JESSEL 
and His 
Hollywood 
Stars 





THIRD WEEK! 


JAMES ANN - 


CAGNEY ® SHERIDAN 
N 


“CITY FOR CONQUEST” 


A NEW WARNER BROS. meer 
Penson BOBBY BYRNE Pvt 
Late Film STRAND 


NIGHTLY 


Broadway 
& 147th St 


















"vee sewer 
“BRIGHAM YOUNG— 
FRONTIERSMAN” 


JOHN BARRYMORE . 
“THE GREAT PROFILL” 





It Starts Friday, Oct. 18 
“KNUTE ROCKNE 
ALL AMERICAN” 


PAT O'BRIEN © GALE PAGE 
A New Warner Bros, Hit 


In Person 


WOODY HERMAN $hcuestra 





LATE 
STRAND FILM 
sway & 47 St. NITELY 
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CBS OPENS CASE AGAINST CONTIGUOUS 
DISCOUNTS AND MAY SOON ABOLISH THEM 





P&G Put System Across Against Protests—Affiliates TRADE COMMISH RAPS 


Are Chief Complainers — Quarter-Hour Rates 
May Be Fixed at Set Price 





df 


Movement to abolish the contigu- 
ous rate for quarter-hour programs 
may follow discussions now taking 
place within the Columbia Broad- 
casting System. Subject has already 
been taken up with several ad agen- 
cy executives. The network has 
during these informal talks sub- 
mitted to the agency men figures 
showing that CBS’ compensation con- 
tracts with its affiliate stations make 
the further granting of the contigu- 
ous program rate unprofitable, if not 
a losing proposition. It is understood 
that should CBS decide to eliminate 
the contiguous rate NBC will fol- 
low suit. 


The plan whereby accounts 
using four quarter-hour programs 
one after the other obtained an 
hourly rate was introduced by NBC 
at Procter & Gamble’s behest about 
four years ago. The proposal was 
bitterly fought within the NBC or- 
ganization, but P. & G. had its way. 

Now Columbia finds that the pen- 
dulum must swing the other way. 
While the rate card designates the 
price of a single quarter hour as 40% 
of the hourly rate, under the con- 
tiguous one sponsor rate, the net- 
work gets only 25% of the hourly 
rate. Affiliated stations are collect- 
ing as high as 37% of the card rate 
for their end of network sales, with 
the result that when the web bal- 
ances its books in the case of con- 
tiguous rate business ft finds that it’s 
close to or into the debit side. 


Affiliated stations themselves have 
had a lot to say about the contiguous 
rate practice. They have pointed 
out that the networks have been iax 
about holding accounts to the con- 
tiguous arrangement of programs and 
instead have in numerous cases 


granted this special rate to a sponsor | yp. and general manager of Lord & publication and the pet product. 


who has had his quarter-hour pro- 
grams scattered all over the sched- 
ule. CBS admits now that there was 


a lot of loose thinking when the con- | 


tiguous rate was inaugurated and 
that the evils and nuisances that it 
created have come home to roost. 
The situation has been a source of 
much burning up for local stations, 
particularly around baseball time. In 
order to clear for play-by-play broad- 
casts, these stations, because of the 
contiguous rate obligations on the 
part of the networks, have been 


compelled to eliminate local com- | 


mercials or spot programs. 
Pian which CBS would like to in- 


troduce, at least, for a beginning, on 
its owned and operated stations, is a | 
the | 


single quarter-hour rate, with 
same price prevailing per quarter- 
hour, 
such periods used a day by an ad- 
vertiser. Agency men consulted by 
Columbia have been impressed with 
the networks’ points of view on the 
subject, 
has been much speculation among 
them as to the effect the revision of 
the rate would have on their clients’ 
bankrolls. The agency men estimate 
that the elimination of the contigu- 
ous rate would mean a rate increase 
of 69% on each quarter-hour and 
16 2-3 on the hour. 


WGN OPENS CONCERT 
BUREAU IN NEW YORK 


Chicago, Oct. 15. 





WGN Concert bureau is to open 
its New York office Nov. 1 with a 
talent list including at least a half-| 
dozen Metropolitan Opera singers 


and several instrumentalist names. 

Understood Ted Carr, assistant 
executive-secretary of the American 
Guild of Musical Artists, will be in 
the New York office. Complete plans 
for the setup will be announced soon 
by executives of the Chicago Tribune, 
which owns WGN. 


Myrtie Vail Marries 


Myrtle Vail, of ‘Myrt and Marge,’ 
»4was married last week in North Car- 
olina to Eddie Lambert, professional 
contact man. Pair made the trip by 
plane, Miss Vail returning immedi- 
ately to continue the daily program. 








Lambert was formerly with the} 


Jewel and Sam Fox Music firms. 


PEE tir ters 


regardless of the number of | 


but at the same time there | 


Gilding the Lily 


Max Wylie, CBS script editor, 
was interviewing an applicant 
who wanted to be a radio au- 
thor. Asked what kind of writ- 
ing he had in mind, the guy re- 
plied: 

‘I'd like to adapt some of Nor- 
man Corwin’s scripts for radio.’ 


KRUSHEN SALTS 
COPY A TRADE 
SHUDDER 


Krushen Salts would like to do a 
test but it’s having a tough time 
finding takers because of the com- 
mercials. Phrasing of the latter is 
described as hopelessly beyond 
what the trade now regards as good 
taste. 

Copy, 
trade, 
laxative and fat reducer. 


Edward Lasker Becomes 














as submitted around the 











offers the product as both; merely temporary, it was charged, 


| 





Washington, Oct. 15. 

Alleged kidney cure received the 
cold shoulder from the Federal 
Trade Commission last Thursday 
(10), along with a preparation which 
has been ballyhooed via the air- 
waves as a sure cure for constipa- 
tion and a ‘health journal’ which 
has made many representations re- 
garding the latter product. Giving the 
various respondents 20 days in which 
to answer charges of violation of 
the Federal Trade Commission Act, 
Government watchdogs claimed that 
‘Texas Wonder,’ the kidney cure-all, 
was inerely a ‘mild diuretic’ which 





LINDLAHR AND SERUTAN: 


Never Before in Radio— 





day (13) when they broadcast: 


(A Department for underscoring the Rare and the Remarkable 
in a Many-Sided Industry) 


Brazil Publicly Proclaims Stand 


Drew Pearson and Bob Allen, who are making radio history to start 
with by the very nature of their newest NBC sponsor, the Government 
of Brazil, added another remarkable ‘first’ for broadcasting last Sun- 


‘We have the privilege of announcing that in the event of any 


trouble in the Far East, Brazil will be found as always standing shoul- 
der to shoulder with the United States.’ 


NBC-Red web from Chicago. Set 


high-minded basis. 





| might relieve backaches and mild 
cases of swollen joints. Certainly 
has no value in treating kidney and 
bladder inflammations, tuberculosis | 
of the kidneys, diabetes, rheumatism 
and other grave maladies, however, 
it was charged. Commish slapped a 
complaint on E. B. Hall, doing busi- 
ness as E. W. Hall, of St. Louis, for 
radio misrepresentations and news- 
paper and other advertising of the 
| product. 

‘Healthaids, Inc.,’ of Jersey City, 
| was scolded for its brags that ‘Seru- 
}tan’ would permanently relieve 
_knob-twiddlers and newspaper read- 
ers troubled with America’s national 
_ complaint. Effect of ‘Serutan’ is 








since the mixture consists largely of 
psyllium seed, an inexpensive and 
widely-known laxative. 

The so-called ‘medical journal’— | 
published by the Journal of Living 


| Lord & Thomas Gen. Mgr.;| Publishing Corp., N. Y., and edited 


| McAvity as Radio VP. 





Edward Lasker has become first 


|Thomas. He gives up his post of 
| director of radio to Thomas McAvity, 
|who has been named a v.p. Mc- 
|Avity is returning to New York 
|from the Hollywood office and Nor- 
|man Morrell will replace him as 
‘head of L&T radio production on the 
Coast. 

Sheldon R. Coons, executive v.p., 
|has resigned. He is going into busi- 
|ness on his own as a merchandising 

consultant. L. M. Masius, v.p., is 
| the new manager of the N. Y. office. 





[DURANTE AND MILMAN 
SETTLE RADIO SUIT 


Suit of Morton A. Milman against 
| Jimmy Durante was settled and dis- 
|continued out of the N. Y. supreme 
|court last week. Action sought $4,800 
damages alleging breach of contract. 

Plaintiff claims he signed a con- 
tract with Durante Aug. 21, 1933, to 
act as his personal representative 
j}and manager at 5% commission, in 
negotiations with the J. Walter 
| Thompson agency in an attempt to 
set the defendant on the Chase & 
Sanborn hour. It is claimed that 


|Durante started work Sept. 10, 1933, | 


| for 24 weeks at $4,000 weekly, mak- 

| ing $96,000. Terms of the settiement 

| were not disclosed but it was learned 
that part of the claim was paid. 

| MANNING RETURNS 


Files Appeal from Previous RCA 
Suit Dismissed 
J. Webster Manning, owner of 


' 1,000 shares of common of the Radio 

Corp. of America Monday (14) filed 
an appeal to the Circuit Court of 
Appeals in N.Y. from a decision of 
federal Judge Vincent L. Leibell on 
July 11, 1940, dismissing his stock- 
holder suit against RCA, General 
| Electric Co., Westinghouse and 25 
| officers and directors of RCA. Ac- 
tion claimed waste and mismanage- 
ment and sought damages of 
$270,000,000. 

Plaintiff claims that when RCA 
turned over 6,500,000 shares of com- 
mon worth $40 a share to the other 
defendants in return for rights to 
patents, its directors knew as did the 
other defendants, that the patents 
were worthless. A loss of $10,000,000 
through investments in RKO makes 
| up the balance of the appealed ac- 
} tion. 





by Victor H. Lindlahr—has been 


|used ‘among other things’ for adver-|the forthcoming 20th-Fox picture | 
be | 


tising ‘Serutan,” Commish com- | 
| : : 
| plained. Lindlahr also has made use | 


| of the radio to air the virtues of his | 





HAS PHILLY | 
GOT MEASLES? 


Philadelphia, Oct. 15. 

Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, last week began a cam- 
paign to induce national advertisers 
which have their plants in the Philly 
area to originate their network pro- 
| grams from here. Letters were sent | 
to the Chamber of Commerce, the 
mayor, the governor and other civic 
officials and business organization to 
| enlist their aid on the basis of en- 
|hancing the city by publicity and 
| ‘civic pride’. 
| Although the Philly district is the 
| third largest in the country, there 








to his home base after broadcasting 
and Cincinnati. 


Never before has a decision in international diplomacy been thus 
publicly announced on a radio program, 





Radio As Fairy Godmother 
New idea program tagged ‘Your Dream Came True’ will be the 
Quaker Oats show for this season, and will start on Oct. 27 over the 


through the local Ruthrauff & Ryan 


agency, it will be a 30-minute Sunday afternoon show that attempt to 
grant wishes to the nation’s listeners. 

Wishes sent in will be investigated by a special committee and if 
these wishes are deemed worthwhile and worthy, they will be ful- 
filled by the Quaker Oats company. 


It's a give-away program on a 


. 





World: Series In Spanish 
Rene Canizares of Havana, Cuba, 


left yesterday (Tuesday) to return 
the World Series games from Detroit 


It was the first time the play-by-play had been done in 
| Spanish although the broadcasts in English have usually been carried in 


Cuba where interest in the game is like the native dances—terrific. 
Gillete brought Canizares to the states and established him with his own 


engineers, etc. 
description unit. 


between first base and right field apart from the English 
His presence in Cincinnati got plenty of attention with 


nearly every radio station and all the newspapers interviewing him. 


Canizares speaks both English and 
tative in Havana. 


Spanish and is the Variery represen- 








KATE SMITH PROGRAM 
FROM CINCY, TUCSON 


Kate Smith program goes to the 
Coast in mid-November for several 
broadcasts from there and at least 
one from a point en route. She'll 
also do one in the meantime from 
Cincinnati. Latter is scheduled for 
Nov. 1 and will have Tyrone Power 
and Linda Darnell in excerpts from 





‘Mark of Zorro. Film wil 
preemed in Cincinnati. 
Program for Nov. 15 will have 
Jean Arthur in a sketch from Co- 
lumbia’s coming picture, ‘Arizona.’ 
It will be aired from Tucson, in con- 
nection with the premiere there. 
Miss Smith will then proceed 
Hollywood for an _ undetermined 
number of weeks. Only one broad- 
cast is set, the 20th-Fox release 
‘Chad Hanna,’ with Henry. Fonda, 
Linda Darnell and Dorothy Lamour. 

This week’s program will offer bits 
from ‘Long Voyage Home,’ with 
Thomas Mitchell, while next week’s 
will have ‘Thief of Bagdad,’ with 
Conrad Veidt and Sabu. 


NEW SALES EXECS 


Paul McClure, for Red—Ed Boroff, 
for Blue in Chicago 











Chicago, Oct. 15. 
With Harry Kopf moving up to 
general manager of the midwest 
division of NBC, the sales executive 
setup has been revised. 
Paul McClure is the new sales 





is no big time network show em- | 
anating from here at present. The | 
| last one was the Philly Orchestra 
| concert, sponsored by the Pennsyl- 
| vania Company, a bank. 

Five years ago the Atlantic Refin- 
ing which has its main refineries 
and home offices in this area, tried 


manager for the red network, while 
Ed Boroff steps up as sales manager 
of the blue link. 


NBC’s 204th Station 











airing a variety network show over 
| CBS from here but it was shifted to | 
New York after the first attempt. | 
Chief objection at the time was the 
stand-by charges levied by the local 
union because the band used on the 
show was from New York. This type | 
|of levy has been abolished by the | 
| AFM since its last convention. 

| Local 77’s campaign is directed 
| chiefly at Campbell’s Soup, Philco, | 
|}Sun Oil, Atlantic Refining, Westing- | 
| house Electric, RCA-Victor and du- | 
Pont’s—all of whom have factories 
|in the Philly district. 


LUNT-FONTANNE TOP 42 
CAMPBELL SOUP IDEAS 


Campbell Soup is considering a 
iroster of 42 programs for the Fri- 
day evening spot that it has under 
contract on CBS, starting Oct. 25. 
Top names in the assortment are 
Lynn Fontanne and Alfred Lunt. 

Account realizes that it has to 
come to a decision within the next 
few days so that rehearsals can get 
| under way, but it wants te make 
| sure that whatever series it picks 
;can be fitted into the old frame, the | 
iCampbell Playhouse. 























NBC’s list of affiliates jumps to 
204 with the addition of WLOF, 
Orlando, Florida, Monday (21). 

It will be part of the blue link’s 
Florida group and rated at $60 per 
evening hour. 


Stenched By Mistake 


St. Louis, Oct. 15. 

Don Ownby, new editor of KMOX., 
complained to cops that his home in 
South St. Louis was stench bombed 
last week, apparently by mistake. 
The former tenant of the house was 
an employee of the Century Electric 
Co., where a strike has been in prog- 
ress for several months. 

A glass container filled with the 
fluid struck a front window frame. 
Ownby’s 1l-months old son was 


Sleeping in the front room but was 
uninjured. 








LEWIS TO WGN FOR TAB 
; Mutual Network will do its orig- 
inating of elections results from 
WGN, Chicago, Nov. 5. Fulton 
Lewis, Jr., the web’s Washington 
commentator, will move on to that 
city for the occasion. 

WOR, New York, the previous 
originating spot for this event, has 
sold its election night broadcasts to 
Remington-Rand. 


to | 


THAD BROWN 
GIVES UP FCC 
FIGHT 


Washington, Oct. 15. 

Handwriting on the senatorial wall 
| finally prompted Col. Thad H. 
| Brown, veteran of more than a dec- 
jade of service with government 
|radio regulatory outfits, to abandon 
|hope of getting a seven-year term 
with the Federal Communications 
| Commission. The Ohio Republican, 
whose nomination hearing was a 
| springboard for a sensational series 
of Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
| mittee hearings, will hang out his 
| Shingle again, practicing law both 
here and in Cleveland. 

Withdrawal of Brown’s name from 
| the Senate was promised by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt in a letter explaining 
the Chief Executive was ‘reluctant’ 
to grant the request. 
maining FCC member who served 
on the old Federal Radio Commis- 
sion asked this be done in view of 
the unquestioned hostility of enough 
senators to make him extremely un- 
|comfortable. While the Ohioan re- 
|portedly still feels he would win 
confirmation on a show-down, he 
| tacitly conceded there is no possi- 
| bility the Interstate Commerce Com- 
| mittee ever will give a favorable re- 
| port on his nomination. 
| The Brown reappointment was 
sent to the Capitol June 5 and has 
been under consideration ever since. 
Immediately after its receipt, Sena- 
tor Charles W. Tobey, of New Hamp- 
shire, sailed into the President's 
appointee, inquiring initially into 
| the controversial chain-monopoly re- 
| port (which did not see daylight un- 
til the Granite Stater let it be known 
he intended to grill Brown about 
| the extraordinary delay) and then 
| digging deeply into circumstances 
surrounding settlement in 1932 of 
the Justice Department anti-trust 
suit against Radio Corporation of 
America, General Electric Co., West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
| Co., and others of the so-called ‘radio 
patent pool.” These sessions drew 
|a big gallery and made much head- 
| line copy, with both Tobey and Sen- 
ate Committee Chairman Burton K. 
Wheeler denouncing Brown as being 
dumb or unwilling to go into rumors 
of misconduct. 


Off the FCC payroll since June 
30, Brown Monday (14) was ex- 
tremely cagey about announcing his 
future plans. Would not disclose 
whether he was setting up shop 
alone or going into partnership. He 
is expected to solicit radio licensees, 
inasmuch as he has been concerned 
exclusively with broadcasting and 
other communications matters since 
being named to the old radio com- 
missions as general counsel by for- 
mer President Hoover as reward for 














his services in the 1928 campaign. 


The sole re- 


| 
' 
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SCRIPT KINGS PROBE 





SWEATSHIRT ARCHIE 


Broadcasting as a business is under a natural, and partly legal, 
obligation to please (1) the public, (2) the Government and (3) 
the advertiser. But the greatest of these is pleasing the public, 
which almost automatically takes care of the Government and 
the advertiser. Pleasing the public is accomplished through 
programs. It is the ‘art’ of radio as distinct from the science of 
radio and the economics of radio. ; 

Of course the word ‘art’ has to be used a little gingerly in 
radio. Partly because self-announced ‘art’ often ain’t, and part- 
ly because anything artistic or emotional makes many business- 
men uncomfortable, like having lunch with an_ interior 
decorator. 


Now take Arch Oboler (does somebody heckle ‘you take 
him ?’) as a case of radio ‘art’. Oboler’s contribution to radio is 
important, though perhaps not for the reasons he may think. 
By his energy and enthusiasm and profound faith in Oboler, he 
is making a lot of people in the trade script-conscious. It may 
be that Oboler’s personality will be greater than Oboler’s works 
as a stimulating force, an idea that will be odious to him and 
which will undoubtedly prompt him to cite chapter and verse 
and Max Wylie to prove Variety is wrong. However, in view 
of the still relatively low repute of creative authorship in radio, 
anybody who turns a spotlight on the subject may, by that 
accomplishment alone, be doing a lot of very helpful educa- 
tional work for the best interests of the art. 


This author never admits that a critic could be right. His 
refusal to entertain doubts is part of his great equipment as a 
crusader. More easy-going radio authors will occasionally con- 
cede that one of their brain children was an idiot. But not 
Oboler, whether sustaining or commercial. 
review on the reviewer. To him it’s obvious that too much 
listening to ordinary radio scripts has made the reviewer in- 
capable of getting the Oboler stuff. Don’t underrate a man who 


figures things that way, and who demands and gets all sorts of | 


privileges and billing written into his contract, thereby encour- 
aging others and other authors to take radio writing seriously. 


Oboler goes around publicly in an uncomfortable-looking 
sweatshirt which he says he wears to be comfortable. It’s ob- 
viously part of his act to make radio script writing attract at- 
tention. People ask, ‘Who is that guy in the funny get-up?’, and 
the reply is, ‘Oh, he writes radio scripts.’ Think of all the people 
who have suddenly and perhaps for the first time been made to 
realize, if only fleetingly, 
sion and that at least one script writer will wear no man’s collar. 
The mottled gray sweatshirt is the modernized radio equivalent | 
to the windsor tie and velvet pants of the 
It’s arty. It’s challenging. 
ment in technic. And it does, in its peculiar way, prov oke con- 
sideration of, and therefor appreciation of, the radio script as 
such, 





LEE WEB MOVES | 
TO HOLLYWOOD 





| necessity for more room, besides be- 
| ing in closer proximity to Hollywood 
talent. Another reason is that Lee 
wants to be closer to his new $100,000 
television station, now under con- 
struction on Mt. Lee, overlooking 


Hollywood, and which is expected to | 


| be ready to function by Jan. 1. Chain 
is also erecting a new 300-foot an- 
tenna at Venice and LaCienega, on 
| the Hollywood outskirts. 


Acquisition of the former NBC 
quarters by Mutual now has the 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 

All Southern California radio net- 
works are now concentrated in Hol- 
lywood. Last to move from down- 
town is the Don Lee-Mutual chain, 
which has just taken over the old 
Studios of National Broadcasting Co. 
at Melrose and Plymouth on a five- 
year lease. 


Occupancy of the new quarters 
will be started immediately, with en- | 
tire Don Lee personnel of 200 ex- | 
pected to be in new studios within 
six weeks. Equipment formerly used 
by NBC, before it moved into the 
new Hollywood Radio City head- 
quarters, has been leased by Lee, 
which will also erect three new au- 
dience studios with a seating ca- | 
Pacity of around 250 each in the rear 
of the structure, and completely ren- 
Ovate and redecorate the main 
structure, 

Building was erected five years 
ago by Consolidated Films, Inc., and, 


housed in their own buildings in the 
heart of the cinema colony, a move 
that has been freely predicted in the 
|Los Angeles territory for several 
years, 


ILLINOIS CENTRAL IS 








Chicago, Oct. 15. 
Illinois Central railroad, evidencing 


gram, 
season with its 
leans’ show. 

| It’s a 15-minute once weekly dra- 
leased to NBC for five years, lease | Matic show, riding on Sundays at 
expiring on ee, fae Lee-KHJ (2:30 p. m. Will be on 10 NBC-Red 
outlet has been located at Seventh | Stations, starting Nov. 3. Set through 
and Bixel street for past 13 years, | the Caples company. 

since Lee purchased the studios from 
Harry Chandler in 1927. 

First Trans-Continental show to go 
out over the Mutual net from the 
new quarters will be the Joan Blon-| Luxor Toiletries, Inc., of Chicago, 
dell starrer, ‘I Want a Divorce,’ on| may return to a network hookup this 
Friday (18). Since studio was va- | fall after several years of absence 
cated by NBC portions of building! from that phase of radio. 
have been used by RKO Radio, as| Account is now considering a com-| 
well as an office building in the rear. ‘edy mystery series submitted to it | 

Back of the Don Lee shift to Hol- | by its agency, Lord & Thomas. 


‘Cameos of New Or- 





Luxor May Return 








|Block show, providing that another 
He blames a bad | 





|facturer is beginning to anticipate a 


| with which to supplement on a spot 
| basis its exclusive drama policy is 


that radio script writing is a profes- | 


old Montparnasse. | 
It’s a symbol of intense engross- | 


| legal ramifications attending the use 
| of -phonograph- reeords--on-a spon- 


lly wood is an expansion program and | 
with Block, 


'NBC, Columbia and Mutual nets ; 


ithe phonograph 


ithe song copyright owner. 


TRUE TO NEW ORLEANS 


Heity 1 manager, is in New y York. 


the acme of faithfulness to a pro- | 
will return to the ether this | 


| Angeles. 








USIC 








‘PROGTER-GAMBLE 
MULLS NEW SHOW 


Ford Account Shifting Agencies: 
Colgate Out of Benton & Bowles 








How to Relax 





Competitive Strength of 
Martin Block’s ‘Make-Be- 
lieve Ballroom’ Arouses 
Soap-Maker to More 
Closely Re-examine Musi- 
cal Ideas—Might Be Day- 
time Omen 


Milwaukee, Oct. 15. 

Working out a projected avia- 
tion series program, Charles La 
Force, production manager of 
WEMP, wanted to be sure of his 
background so sought a renew- 
al of his flier’s license, which 
he had permitted to lapse about 
10 years ago. He passed a new 
examination. 

Now spends all his spare time 
in the air—says it’s the greatest 
form. of relaxation he has yet 
discovered, and urges. other 
nerve-wracked radio execs to try 
it out if they want to temporar- 
ily forget programs, schedules, 
contracts, regulations and other 
professional cares. 





P & G LEADERS 





Procter & Gamble, pioneer in the 
use of daytime dramatic shows on a 
wholesale scale, and one of best in- 
formed organizations in radio, has 
become interested in another form of 
entertainment, namely, dance music. | 
After making an extensive survey 
into the competitive effects of Mar- 
tin Block’s ‘Make-Believe Ballroom’ 
when the latter’s all-transcribed ver- 
sion ran on 19 stations for NBC 
Bread, the soap manufacturer is con- 
sidering doing a daytime test of its 
own via Block’s daily series on 
WNEW, N. Y. P. & G. will, it is re- 
ported, underwrite a segment of the 








IN ADMEN'S 
MEETING 


soap account, Kirkman’s, is moved 
elsewhere on WNEW’s schedule. 


P. & G.’s adoption of a daytime for- 
mula other than drama would be re- 
garded by the trade as almost revo- 
lutionary. It has for years been the 
top spender in this particular field of | 
network radio. Reports of P. & G.’s 
interest in dance music caused the 
trade to wonder whether the manu- 





about AFRA and ASCAP are ex- 
pected at the annual convention of 
the Association of National Adver- 
tisers Oct. 23-26 at the Greenbrier 
|in While Sulphur Springs, West Vir- 
ginia. But, in general, the signing 
of the new AFRA contract this week 
and the inconclusive status of the 
| music performance fee feud does 
|not make either subject a potenti- 





listener reaction away from the ava- 
lanche of daytime talk or whether it 
is merely seeking to find something 
|cussion. D. P. Smelser, 


far as the networks are concerned. 
In the probe which P. & G, con- 
ducted of the ‘Make-Believe Ball- 
room’ as an NBC Bread series it 
checked the results of that campaign 
|as against the results obtained by 
programs of its own in the same 
areas. In addition to gathering sta- 
tistical data, P. & G. looked into the 


roundtable. 


terson of the Toledo Blade, 





for magazines. 

A special session 
of the new changes in the Coopera- 
sored program. |tive Analysis of Broadcasting, the 

When NBC Bread had made a deal | A:N-A.’s baby, will be held. Oth 
it was faced with claims | ¥!5¢ the only further participation 
by musical copyright owners and the of radio in the convention will be 
National Association of Performing |i" the form of a program of enter- 
Artists. The former, acting through tainment from NBC and a gag ver 
Harry Fox, agent and trustee, de-|SiOn of Bow Hawk's ‘Take It or 
manded that a transcription fee be | Leave It’ quiz arranged through 
paid on the records, while the latter |CBS. This is the first A.N.A. con- 
contended that the name bands had | Vention where both networks have 
a common law property right in the fe ee ce They will be on 
honograph records, and thereby was | age 
Seana entitled to license the discs|  A-N-A. has switched to the Green- 
for commercial use. RCA Victor also | rier at White Sulphur Springs, al- 
made representations on the licens- | though recently using Hot Springs, 
ing issue. Since then the U,.S.. cir- | Virginia, some 50 miles away. 


cuit court of appeals in the New 
|Vaughn de Leath to L.A. 





York district has held that neither 
manufacturer nor 


i i j idgeport, Oct. 15. 
|the artist has a property right in the Bri : , ; 
record, and that only right recog-| Vaughn de Leath, gcd = 
nized by the law is the one held by |femme, has closed her house 1 

og | Easton, Conn., and moved to Los 


| Angeles to be close to song deals at 

| film studios. 
Miss de Leath’s California 
means reunion with her original 
| radio backer, Dr. Lee De Forest. 





Robert L. Hutton, Jr... WCCO Min- | 
neapolis sales promotion and pub- | 


Network Premieres This Week 


Thursday, Oct. 17 
Lewis-Howe Co. (NR’s), WJZ-NBC, 8:30-9 p.m. ‘Fame and Fortune,’ 
with Tommy Dorsey’s Orchestra, Connie Haines, Frank Sinatra, Pied | 
Pipers and guest, Ruth Lowe. Stack- Goble. Originates from New York. 
Hookup, 95 stations. 








Friday, Oct. 18 ; 

Local Sponsors, WOR-MUTUAL, 9:30-10 p.m. ‘I Want a Divorce’ with 
Joan Blondell and dramatic cast. Emil Brisacher. Originates from Los 
Hookup, 33 stations. 

Sunday, Oct. 20 

Sherwin-Williams Co., WEAF-NBC, 5-5:30 p. m. 
Auditions of the Air’ with Edward Johnson, Wilfred Pelletier and Orches- 
tra, guests, Lilian Taiz and John Dudley. Warwick & Legler. Originates 


| from New York. Hookup, 49 stations, 


| 4 


RADIO'S PART 


Some questions behind closed doors: 


|ally hot theme for convention dis- 
of Procter 
& Gamble, will preside at the radio 


Mark Etheridge, of WHAS, Louis- 
| ville, will be spokesmen for the ra- 
dio industry in a media forum. His | 
fellow speakers will be Grove Pat- 
for 
| newspapers; Senator George Pepper, 
| for outdoors; Roy Larsen, of Life, 


in explanation | 


Other- | 


visit 


‘Metropolitan Opera | 





Ad agency circles yesterday (Tues- 
day) were abuzz with the report that 
Ford Motors was instituting a dras- 
tic shakeup of its advertising ac- 
count. While it was clear that Mc- 
Cann-Erickson had come out of the 
reshuffle with a greater slice of the 
Ford car business, the future of the 
Ford agency alignment on the insti- 
tutional end of the account was still 
to be confirmed by the manufacturer. 
N. W. Ayer, which has had this phase 
of the Ford business for years, will 
in any event retain the handling of 
the Sunday night concerts on CBS 
until the end of the current season. 

In the reapportionment of the 
Ford account the Maxon agency is 
supposed to have obtained the Lin- 
colm and Mercury advertising. It al- 
ready had the Lincoln Zephyr as- 
signment, 


Another major shift of the past 
few days is the loss of the Colgate 
end of the Colgate-Palmolive-Peet 
business by Benton & Bowles. The 
Colgate advertising has been split be- 
tween Sherman & Marquette, of 
Chicago, and Ted Bates, who has quit 
B & B to set up his own agency. 
Disposition of the Palmolive phase 
of the account is still up in the air, 
James Adams, the executive operat- 
ing head of the C-P-P, used to be the 
account exec on Colgate-Palmolive 
at Benton & Bowles. 


McCLATCHY $60 
RATE BOOST 


NBC has worked out a new deal 
with the McClatchy group whereby 
the rate of the four stations as a 
unit jumps $60 and KOH, Reno, be- 
comes basic blue starting Nov. 15. 
KOH will also be optional red, 
whereas in the past it has been op- 
tional blue and red. 

Other outlets in the group are 
| KFBK, Sacramento; KERN, Bakers- 
| field, and KWG, Stockton. 

















PAT BARNES CONDUCTS 
EARLY HOUR ON WEAF 


Pat Barnes is conducting a partici- 
pation stanza from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 
a.m. on WEAF, New York City. He 
|divides it into quarter-hour seg- 
ments. It places him opposite his 
contemporary, Ed East, on WJZ with 
‘Breakfast in Bedlam’. 

Barnes also has a Knox Gelatine 
football review session at 7:45 a.m. 


WOODBURY MATINEE? 


| Off Daytime Radio for Five Years, 
May Return 

















Jergens Woodbury Co. may test a 
script show on the NBC shortly. 
Plan is to use a small hookup on a 
daytime schedule. 


If the thing goes through it will 
be the first time that the account has 
|\had a daytime network release in 
|five years, and it 
| launched the ‘Dangerous Paradise’ 
serial. 


that was when 





Axton-Fisher on Blue 





Axton-Fisher has bought one of 
the NBC-blue’s 25-minute evening 
| segments to plug its Twenty Grand 
cigarets. The show will be a nov- 
elty, ‘Happy Birthday to You,’ and 
it will be in the Friday 9:35-10 
o’clock spot starting Jan. 3. 

Weiss & Geller, of Chicago, is the 
agency. 








Williamson Candy Co., of Chicago, 
is going on the NBC-blue shortly 
with a weekly half-hour program. 
Schedule will be Monday, 17-7:30 
o'clock. 
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Miller, Skeptical, Meets Bandmen 


Radio-Music 








Continued from page 1 








anger radio men fee! toward ASCAP. 
| This is the realistic analysis of the 
| situation some 11 weeks before New 
Year’s made to a Variety staff mem- 


Today; ASCAP Claims It's Receptive, 
Denies Scale Was Take-It-Or-Leave-It 


+ 
+ 


‘FCC OKAYS EXTRA TIME 


ber by a high personage in the 
broadcasting industry on Monday 
| (14). 





| Actually he thinks there are two 
|main elements in broadcaster atti- 
‘tude at the present. First, their ap- 
preciation of the all-for-one idea and 
\their fear of doing or saying some- 
thing that might open them to a 


TO BROADC’T SYMPHON 


what has been holding up negoti- Sharon, Pa. Oct. 15. ing less than fighting spirit. Second, 
ations between the radio industry| Station WPIC here recently broad- proadcasters, especially the big, in- 
and the American Society of Com-| cast a concert by Helen Foster Lewis’ | dependent midwestern stations, are 
posers, Authors and Publishers on 8/13 Piano Symphony, which was ap- | in a mood to welcome rather than 
new licensing contract. Meeting) pearing locally under the sponsor-  ayoid a test of strength after Jan. 1. 
place is Waring’s office and the) ship of the Optimists Club. | Hence most of the talk of the past 
committee is the one that some 40! Jn order to broadcast the show the | tortnight eet tereadionsiers ond 
maestros designated two weeks ag0 station remained on the air a half-| aSCAP might soon reopen talks is 
following a discussion of the prob-|hour beyond the regular sign-off | considered unfounded by this per- 
lems facing them as result of the| time, for which special permission! .onage. The recent meetings of dance 


Committee of band leaders, chair- 
maned by Fred Waring, will seek to 
find out today (Wednesday) from 
Neville Miller, president of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, 





radio-ASCAP impasse. 

The band leader committee will 
point out how they will be eco- 
nomically injured by a break Jan, 1 
between the two factions and in- 
quire of Miller whether the side he 
represents is prepared and willing to 
meet with ASCAP and thrash out 
their differences. Gene Buck has 
put himsel on record with the same 
committee as agreeable to meeting 
with anybody from radio who is 
fully authorized to negotiate and 
close a deal, 

Miller Dubious 

The leaders’ committee had ad- 
dressed its request for a meeting to 
Niles Trammell, NBC prez; Edward 
Klauber, CBS executive v.p., and A. 
J. McCosker, chairman of the Mu- 
tual Network's board, as well as 
Miller, and the three network offi- 


was obtained from the FCC. 





WJR HAS OWN 
LATE MUSIC 
IDEAS 


Detroit, Oct. 15. 
Making a lone stand against the 
late hour outpouring of swing music, 
WJR here lays plenty each week on | 
the line for sustaining programs of | 
| ‘better music.’ The station—where | 











orchestra leaders, self-announced ‘in- 
nocent bystanders’ of the radio- 
music fight, have apparently attract- 
ed only casual curiosity in broad- 
casting circles. Indeed, it is ques- 
tionable that the average radio man 
regards the prospective plight of the 
dance leader as relevant to the issue. 
Moreover, there is a suspicion that 
ASCAP has the sentimental, if not 
the actual, cooperation of the dance- 
men, and hence they are, in broad- 
caster opinion, about as neutral as 
the United States is in world power 
politics, 

The broadcasting personage 
whom VarIETy spoke added: 

‘It is a narrow concept of our 
quarrel with ASCAP to call it a 
mere dispute over how much ASCAP 
music is worth. This is a fight, as 
we see it, to oppose the idea that the 


to 


Speculation Centres on Lucky Strike 
Attitude If ASCAP Goes Off the Air 








SAME DAY IN MACON, GA. 


| 
| 
| 





Macon, Ga., Oct. 15. 


Newly licensed station WBML 
/went on the air today (Tuesday) 
for the first time and then the staff 
left to attend the funeral of the 
station manager, Henry Lowe. Ironic 
situation of opening station and 
burying its manager the same day 
is result of sudden “death from 
strep infection. 

Station is on the Mutual network. 





$15,000,000 FOR 
SPEED-UP 


Expansion program of Radio Corp. 
of America, made necessary because 
of national defense orders and in- 
creased business, 
| into effect by means of $15,000,000 in 

loans, David Sarnoff, president, ex- 
'plained this week. Money was Ob- 
_tained from various banks, all bear- 
jing interest at 14%% annually for 
| five years. Company has the priv- 








cials elected to have Miller alone ap- Owner Leo Fitzpatrick once cut off | seller of music may set prices ac- | jlege to pay in full or part at any 


pear and present their side of the 
issue. Miller in his letter of accep- 
tance stated that ‘ASCAP has indi- 
cated thus far no willingness to ne- 
gotiate on any basis that gives hope 
of a settlement’ and that ‘ASCAP in 
the position it has taken toward 
broadcasters has acted as an ag- 
gressor against broadcasters and or- 
chestra leaders alike.’ Miller added 
that ‘until ASCAP indicates its own 
willingness to negotiate—and hold- 
ing a gun at your heads and ours is 
not negotiating—it seems to me that 
your suggestion would not accom- 
plish anything.’ 


ASCAP’s position is that the pro- | 


posal made to a group of broad- 
casters last March was not a take-it- 
or-leave-it proposition and that it 
had been merely offered as a for- 


mula. It was at this meeting, re- 
calls ASCAP, that Klauber staged 
his waikout. The actual contract 


covering the new broadcasting terms 
was not drawn up, ASCAP further 
pointed out, until June. 


VINCENT CALLAHAN 





OUT, SWARTLEY IN 





Philadelphia, Oct. 15. 


Vincent Callahan leaves as station 


manager of Westinghouse-owned Thursday is the sole night for un- | 
WBZ. Boston. W. C. Swartley moves | bending with “Music <« . the Air,’ de- 
in from another Westinghouse set- | scribed as ‘dignified swing.’ Orches- 
up, WOWO-WGL, Fort Wayne, to | tra here uses an occasional pop tune 
succeed him. Change was put and works with a girl and boy trio. 


through by Lee Wailes, manager of 


Westinghouse’s broadcasting division 
with headquarters in Philadelphia 


Swartley takes over in Boston next 


Monday. 


In Fort Wayne the 


office manager heretofore. 
NEW TIME-BUYER 
Margaret 


at McCann-Erickson 


Robert W. Tannerhill has been 


designated the new time 


McCann-Erickson. 


buyer 


agency. 


Margaret Jessup, who used to be 
time buyer, will get him started in 
his new assignment and then return 
to her spot in the program depart- 


ment. 





Lloyd Yoder Officiates 
Denver, Oct. 15. 

The reputation of Lloyd Yoder as 
a football official was known here 
even before his transfer here as 
manager of KOA from a similar job 
in Frisco, so he’s beeng drafted to 
officiate at a number of games in 
the region this fall. 

Yoder at one time handled the 


managership 
passes to John B. Conley, auditor and 


Jessup Inducts Tanrerhill 


at 
He was formerly 
in the merchandising division of the 


| the classics—has engaged. for its half | 
hour of semi-classical music a 15- | 
| piece orchestra, a chorus of 14, three | 
| soloists and two trios (boy and girl) | 
|as well as expending for specially 
| written material. Estimate for the} 
; nightly cost of the programs, which 
hits the ether five times weekly at 
| 11:15 p.m. for a half hour, is $500. 

| Picking that spot on the night 
| when bands all over the nation are 
| getting hot, WJR is working on the 
promise that there still are up plenty 


of folks who fancy a different type | 


,of music—if they can get it. On 
| Monday night the studio comes up 
with ‘Pleasant Valley,’ 


the 15-piece studio orchestra, the 


| Don Large chorus of 14 and Helen | 


Hadley and John MacKenzie, the 
| soloists on last summer’s Ford net- 
| work show. 
| Tuesday night’s half-hour is ‘The 
Evening Concert’ (Victor Herbert 
| type music) with the orchestra, Miss 
Hadley and Cyril Wezemae] as solo- 
| ists. 
| Wednesday night is ‘Firelight Fan- 
tasy,’ a program written by Geral- 
dine Eliott, of the script staff, in 
blank verse with the continuity done 
»y Klock Ryder, who also does the 
‘Hermit’ on the blood-curdler of that 
name. For this program Miss Had- 
ley, with male octette. and Weze- 
|mael, with girl octette, take aiternate 
weeks with the orchestra. 


On Friday along comes 'WJR Dedi- 
cates,’ last week to The Tigers, this 
week to the University of Michigan, 
and coming up are the service 
branches, Army, Navy and Marines. 


The full chorus, orchestra, etc., are 
in on this one. 
In all, the programs, still on the 


conservative basis, ring up $2,500 for 
the week under such items.as $12 to 
$14 for each musician, $10 an indi- 
vidual for the chorus, $25 to $50 for 


scloists, script costs, etc. No adver- 
tising intrudes. The studio reports 
that the response is worth it and 


proves that there is a wider love of 
better music than suspected—even 


time. 


 KECA Boosted to 5 Kw 


Hollywood. Oct. 15. 

Earle C. Anthony's NBC blue af- 
filiate, KECA, goes to 5,000 watts at 
night around first of the year when 
new 275-foot antenna will be ready 
to spread the station’s coverage. Sta- 
_ tion is nOoW operating on 5,000 watts 
| daytime and 1,000 watts night. 
' Power boost came through last 








| 


which has | 


among the stay-up-lates. Beside, it | 
provides something in contrast to | 
other programs on the air at the | 


on a take-it-or-leave-it basis.’ 
Some Questions 


Other questions and answers were 
as follows: 

Q.—What about the possible public 
reaction if there is no familiar music 
on the air after January? 

A.—Familiar music is what people 
hear. If they don’t hear ASCAP 
music it will cease to be familiar 
and other non-ASCAP music will 
take its place. 
| Q=—Suppose 
certain music? 

A.—The public seldom demands 
anything. The public simply accepts. 

Q.—How about the inconvenience 
to your program schedules? 

A.—Of course there will be some 
inconvenience, but instead of hav- 
ing a program schedule based on a 
| ratio of, say, 50% music and 50% 
non-music, we may have 30% music 
and 70% non-music, or whatever it 
might be. 


the public demands 


tion date of the present contract? 


A.—I don’t see any way of getting | 
together for the reasons I have al-| 


down to 
now oT 


ready suggested... It comes 
this: the stations think its 
never for them. 

Q.—To what extent is personal bit- 

terness preventing business negotia- 
tions? 
| A-—I notice each side is calling 
the other side liars in your VARIETY 
ASCAP battle page, if that is what 
you mean. Yes, I think the name- 
calling is evidence of a distrust on 
both sides that complicates the pos- 
sibility of any immediate settlement. 
Each side says the other is bluffing. 
Only time can prove the truth. 

Q.—Do you think any outsider or 
third party could make successful 
overtures leading to the opening of 
negotiations? 

A--i can’ 
hand 

Q.—What is your chief criticism of 
the ASCAP licensing system? 

A.—One-sidedness. 

Q.—Another broadcaster 
said that this was not the 
negotiate, because ASCAP hadn’t 
been on the griddle long enough. 
What is your comment to that? 

A.—(A grin). 

Q.—Sort of a battle of nerves, eh? 

A.—Yes! A battle of nerves, but 

a war of principle. 


think of anybody off 


recently 
time to 





| 
Wisconsin AFM Slams ASCAP 


Eau Claire, Wis., Oct. 15. 
| Blaming the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
for the loss of a lot of jobs, the Wis- 
'consin State Musicians’ association 
(AFL) in convention here urged na- 
tional] officials of the American Fed- 
| eration of Musicians attending the 


promoting the interests of Broadcast 
| Music, Inc., 


| Chauncey A. Weaver, of Des Moines, 


football predictions on Daily Variety | week nearly two years after the ap-' Ia, member of the national board of 


in Hollywood. 


plication was filed in Washington. 


i directors, and W. B. Hooper, of Elk- 


Q.—Do you think negotiations with | 
ASCAP are likely before the expira- 


meeting to use all their powers in | 


and against ASCAP.. 


the air Tommy Dorsey for swinging! cording to the income of the buyer, | time before maturity of the obliga- 


} . 
tions. 


| What the preparedness campaign 
already has meant to RCA in orders 
for radio and other equipment is 
shown by an increase of 3,955 em- 
ployees at the close of September as 
compared 
year. 
sids list 26,595 employees at the end 
of last month. New program is ex- 


pected to further increase employ- 
ment. 
Part of the coin secured in this | 


loan will be used to retire the com- 
pany’s 
loans of $2,000,000 which are due 
April 8, 1941. This will save the 
'company several thousand dollars 
because the old loans were at 154%. 





TO WLW, CINCINNATI 


Kansas City, Oct. 15. 

Milton F. ‘Chick’ Allison leaves 
Station KMBC to become sales pro- 
motion manager for WLW, Cincin- 
nati, on Oct. 24. For past four years 
Allison has been director of publicity 
and promotion at KMBC, his first and 
only radio association. After gradu- 
ation from Kansas State college in 
1932 he was connected with the 
Skelly Oil Co. before joining KMBC. 


with the same time last! 
Parent corporation and sub- | 


OPEN WBML, BURY LOWE! 


RCA BORROWS 








There are two versions of what 
George Washington Hill, American 
Tobacco Co. prez., has declared wil] 
be his radio policy should the net- 
works and the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
fail to get together on a new licens. 
ing contract by Jan. 1. American To- 
bacco has the ‘Hit Parade’ on CBS 
and Kay Kyser on NBC. 


One version is that Hill has agreed 
to play along with the networks for 
six weeks after Jan. 1 and that the 
rating and quality of the two musi- 
cal programs will determine his next 
move. With such an understanding 
in effect American Tobecco could 
cancel its two musical sessions on 
immediate notice. 


The other version is that Hill has 
assured Niles Trammell, NBC prez, 
that he, Hill will support the net- 
works to the limit. 

In the music publishing business 
the belief prevails that in the event 
there is no licensing agreement re- 
newal both ‘Hit Parade’ and Kay 
Kyser’s quiz show will fade forth- 
with and that Hill will go along 
solely with his new program, ‘Infor- 
mation, Please,’ until the ASCAP sit- 
uation has been cleared up. It is 
thought the music feud largely 
prompted Hill to buy a quiz show 
instead of music, a departure for 








} 


is being carried him, as protection.’ 





KATHLEEN NORRIS ON 
AIR FOR WILLKIE CLUBS 


Associated Willkie Clubs of 


| America yesterday (Tuesday) start- 


' up. 


ed Kathleen Norris in a daily quar- 
ter-hour series on a Columbia hook- 
She will interview pro-Willkie- 
ites. J. Walter Thompson is the 
agency on the account. 

Series, spotted at 3:15 p.m., Mon- 
day through Friday, was to have 
started Monday (14) but a hitch de- 


| veloped on the coin question but this 
| was straightened out in time for the 
| program to get going yesterday. It 


currently outstanding bank | 


CHICK ALLISON GOES 


| 


Frank Barhydt will join the sta- | 


tion to fill the vacancy. 


Barhyat has | 


been connected with Station WHB as | 


manager of client service for the past | 


five years; he also was chief of the 
continuity department and handled 
promotion and publicity after the de- 
parture of M. H. ‘Mouse’ Straight 


about a year ago to the Ferry-Hanley 
agency. 


William H. Oldham will continue 
as WIW’s promotion manager and 
research director, with Beulah 
Strawway carrying on as merchan- 


dising director. 


hart, Inc., national investigator, both 
were present at the convention. 

‘We could put hundreds of musi- 
cians to work in Wisconsin if it were 
not for ASCAP,’ explained Vollmer 
Dahlstrand, of Milwaukee, who was 
re-elected president of the state as- 
sociation. ‘As it is now, taverns and 
| night clubs all over the state are 
using jukeboxes 
music because, owing to the fees 
charged by ASCAP for playing 
copyrighted music, they simply can- | 
not afford to engage orchestras, re- 
gardless of how much they would | 
like to do so. I could put 100 more 
musicians to work right in Milwau- 
kee alone if it were not for ASCAP.’ 

Besides _ re-electing Dahlstrand as 
president, the Wisconsin musicians | 
named W. F. Vandenberg, of Green | 
Bay, vice-president; Edwin Soren- ' 
son, of Racine, treasurer, and C. A. 
Dow, of Racine, as treasurer, 


to provide their | 


was 


not disclosed who guaranteed 
payment of the radio time for this 
| group of programs. 


'SCHUDT’S DIVISION PERKS 


New Columbia Transcription End 
} Grabs Some Business 





Bill Schudt’s commercial transcrip- 
tion division of Columbia Records 
has had a burst of orders. Holly- 
wood office has waxing orders from 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer for 500 15- 
minute air trailers. Universal has 
85 similar qyarter hours coming up. 
The west Coast cuttings of the Texas 
Rangers out of KNX, Hollywood, for 


Lennen & Mitchell ‘Old Gold’ are 
also included, 

Benton & Bowles account, Con- 
tinental Baking (Yo-Ho), is cutting 


one minute blurbs, 10 to a disc. De- 
layed transmission for the Ripley 
show is cut by Columbia off the line 
for WWVA, Wheeling, West Va 


Oregon Organizes 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 15 
An Oregon association of broad- 
casters was formed Oct. 11 by 14 of 
the state’s 18 stations. Chairman i: 
Lee Bishop. 


Program committee comprises Car} 
Jennnigs, manager of KGW-KEX 
George Kincaid, of KFJI, Klamat 
Falls, and Frank Logan, KBND 
Bend, Ore 


EVERSHARP SHOW REPEATS 
Cincinnati, Oct, 15. 

To satisfy admission requests, 4 
repeat performance of Bob Hawk 
‘Take It Or Leave It’ weekly quiz- 
zer for Eversharp, Inc., on CBS was 
given Sunday (12) night, when the 
audience participation show was 
brought here. It originated in the 
Netherland Plaza hotel’s Hall of Mir- 
rors. Extra chairs increased the 
seating capacity to 2,000 for each 


| . 
| session. 


Broadcast was handled by CBS 
men out of Chicago. It was piped 


| to New York and relayed from there 
ito WCKY, local affiliate, for Cincy 





outletting. 
Ben Bodec of Variery took 4 
literacy test last night. He wants 


| to vote. 





ae 


| 
| 











CUT IDEA MAN'S PROFITS 


- Petrillo Again Yanks Dance Bands 


_ 
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Another Local Situation With Musicians Brings | 
Action Against Network 


-_ + 





Late evening dance band remote! Mrs. Sears Doing Nicely 


pickups were yanked off Columbia 
Broadcasting’s network for the sec- 
ond time in a little over three 
months Monday (14). Reason for 
the action, ordered by James C. Pet- 
rillo, prez. of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, is the inability of 
two locals to arrive at working 
terms with CBS affiliates. They are 





WADC, Akron, O., and WGBI, Scran- | 


ton, Pa. 


Akron station has, according to! 


AFM officials, been battling the mu- 
local in that territory for 
nine months. It isn’t ex- 
why that situation wasn't 
cleaned up when the AFM_ first 
blacked out dance sustainers last 
July, in a similar argument. NBC's 
KSTP, Minneapolis-St. Paul, and 
CBS’ WRVA, Richmond, Va., aroused 
Petrillo’s wrath then and it resulted 
in bands being off both nets for a 
few days. 

Columbia is currently 
with studio bands and other avail- 
able material. 


N.A.B. Checks Communist 
Status in 48 States 


Washington, Oct. 15 
The National Association of Broad 
casters finds the following to be the 
state of Communist party office- 
secking in the 1940 election 


sicians’ 
the past 
plained 
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Trammell, Mullen Speaking 
For WGY’s Farm Anni 


scnenectady N. Y Oct. Lo 


Trammell, NBC pie vent 
F 1k E. Mullen VN BC ene 
V {pe amol 
on WGY bro VO ] r 
loth anniversary of. statio Farn 
I Ait < d Fai Nn 


Ps er oOo the A 


Bl 
1] lahras } : . 
44i DE «celebrated with a 


party, attended by some 5.000 fa 

ers and their families. Each farmer 
Will be asked to bring along a gift 
of produce—a bushel of apples. 


potatoes, turnips, ete., or jars of 
, ] ° rye ) 

jelly, hese are to be turned over 
to the State Social Welfare Depart- 


ment for distribution to charitable 


Mullen, well known to 
rough his editorship of a 


farmers 
: ericultural 


nagazines { 


before going into radio 
and later through his work as NBC’: 


first director of agriculture broad- 
casts, will speak at noon, Trammell 
vill mike on the night program. 
Emerson Markham, director of WGY 
farm programs for almost 15 years, 
S general chairman of the big 


OW ay. 


filling in| 





a | 
Milwaukee, Oct. 15. 
Sears, Roebuck & Co., to her- 
ald the opening of a new North 
Side store, had a half hour 
show on WTMJ on Sunday 
night, with a choir of 75 voices 
and a 25-piece orchestra led by 
the station’s musical director | 
William J. Benning. The title 
of the show, ‘A Store Is Born.’ 
‘Yeah,’ quipped a_ listener, 
‘Mrs. Sears and the baby are 
doing nicely.’ 











Inject Roosevelt Speech 
Into WLWO’s Broadcast 
Special to So. America 


Cincinnati, Oct. 15. 
Injection of President Roosevelt’s 
talk Saturday (12) night from Day- 


| ton, O., in which he stated the ad- 


| cations 


' 


ministration’s foreign policy, gave 
added official pomp to the two and 
one-half hour’ special broadcast 
which formally dedicated Crosley’s 
international station, WLWO. By 
sending a directional beam to the 
Latin-American nations, the 50,000 
watter’s power had the effect of 
600,000 watts. 

First hour of the program orig- 
inated in Washington. Participants 
there included James Lawrence Fly, 
FCC chairman; Thomas Burke, chief 
of the state department's communi- 
division; Dr. Leo S. Rowe, 
director general of the Pan-Ameri- 
can Union, and 14 ministers and am- 
bassadors of Central and South 
America countries. Jim Shouse, gen- 
eral m: zer; Bob Dunville, sales 
manager, and Jerry Branch, techni- 
cal supervisor, 
and WLW, which 
dedicatory stanza, 
tal for the 


end were 


carried the 
were in the capi- 
Also at that 
Wilfred Guenther, man- 
Eugene Patterson, pro- 
gram director, of the short-waver, 
and Howard Chamberlain, who han- 
dled the WLW pickup. 

WLWO's 


announcers 


also 
occasion. 


ager, and 


Spanish and 
George 


Portugese 
Mayorai and 


Henley Hill, did the foreign transla- 
tions from Washington 
After President Roosevelt’s§ ad- 


from 9 to 9:30 p.m. out 
another 60 minutes was 


carried from the Crosley studios in 


Cincy Powel Crosley,-Jr., presi- 
dent, had a three-minute part in 
this session, reciting the 16-year his- 
iory of his station’s airings to South 


America. Virginio Marucci’s orcheés- 


tra and Flora Patterson, contralto, 
heard for years on the Los Amigos 
eries carried by W8XAL, WLWO’s 
predecessol for Latin - American 


steners, 


$ ipp] ed musical inter- 


lude Announcing in Spanish on 
e Cinev port 1 of the broadcast 

I Manus Avila and Aristid 

e of the WLWO staff 

“yD b 

I’m Not Good Enough 

( ) Oct. 15 

( ( eck try pro 

or of WEKR¢ Richard Blake 
resigned Thursday (10) to return to 
Hollywoo and resume free-lance 


writing for motion pictures 


Hulbert Taft, Jr. station 


He told 
manager, that his experience didn't 
permit him to fill the radio job te 
his own satisfaction 


WFAA Early Bird's Film 

Fort Worth, Oct. 15. 
Jimmy Jefferies. m.c. of the Early 
Birds Revue on WFAA, Dallas and 
Hello Girls on KGKO here, has left 
for Hollywood to play a part in the 
Republic picture, ‘Barnyard Follies.’ 
Other radioites in the picture are 
Mrs. Uppington of the ‘Fibber Mc- 
Gee and Molly’ show, Lula Belle and 

Scotty, Rufe Davis and Mary Lee. 

It is Jefferies’ first screen effort. 


| 
| 


| longer likely to benefit 


of Crosley’s WLWO | 


ADMEN PRY INTO 
PROGRAM COaTs 


Getting Tougher to Peddle| 


Packages for Big Prices’ 
—Serials Down Around 


$2,000 a Week 


‘Radio Artists 


ELMAN’S CASE 


such, is no 
its peddler 
up in the four figure per week brack- 
ets. Promoters of radio 
are finding the advertising agencies 
exercising a buyer's privilege of de- 
manding a break-down of the com- 
ponent figures in a package price. 
By this demand they seek to find out 
what the charge for the idea is. Thus 
the promoter is forced to take the 
blue sky out of his deal. More and 
more he is likely to be offered a 
nominal weekly fee of $300 or there- 


A program idea, as 


programs 


| abouts as a condition of any sale. | 


This seems to suggest that the lush | 
era that made substantial fortunes 
for such persons as Phillips Lord, 
Dave Elman, Dan Golenpol and 
others is about to end. It’s a result, 
in part, of the great number of quiz 
shows that have slashed prices in the 
heat of competition. At the same 
time dramatic serials are hugging 
$2,000 or so for five 
everything included. In view of the 
mathematical odds against cons 
mation of any sale this allows the 


installments, 
um- 


idea creator a skimpy bit for him- 


self. The trend is all ngled up 
with mounting costs of network 
time, the possibility of network 
abolishment of contiguous discounts, 
the new AFRA scale which increase 
production costs and similar tenden- 
cles. 

Writers and directors havg also 


the actors 


felt the 


they have no fixed sc: 


pinch. Unlike 
le and no pro- 
tective machinery 
Elman’s Slant 
Quiz shows, which can be profit- 
ably sold to sponsors at $500 to $1,000 


a week, are termed by Dave Elman 
the reason why Hobby Lobby’ 
and similar novelty programs are 
failing to attract bankrollers It is 
for that eason, he declared last 


week, thet he has turned to ‘Contact,’ 
which started on Mutual sustaining 
Oct. 5. It can be profitably 


13 ‘ 
Solid al 





4 r) ‘H + me 

Hobby ho } hich Elman 
) eit e¢ as nsored 
fi two yeal 1 jlast April, b 
Fels soap worl which was re 
ported paying $4,750 a week fo t 
Outfit has no program on the air 
now, but iccordin to Elman, has 
been offered all sorts of a propo- 
sitions at one-fifth the cost of Hobby 
Lob »\ 

‘Contact’ is an effort by Elman to 
get av ‘ fron ea ye snow 
and yet hold down cost It puts 
on the r people ho are seal ing 
for lon ost f cl friend 
or anvone elses s 1 earch- 
Cc) tol } ] terest Inas- 

et e are highly 
ro - 
T ‘ 

‘ ‘ 

Ct t 
rt ) 

, 
, | ( tf t 
' ‘ 
i 

| o! f v- 

ent r thelr ( i 
had to r aed ¢ « for Pull- 
mans and fane t | Iso 
rece ea tne vages t \ ( a 
ont ied their e I il 
Cc ng to Ne Yo! fi Hobb 
Lobbv’ or the um they nad to pay 
a substitute. 

Following the first week airins 
of ‘Contact’ Elman received eight 
lette fre ) O- 
aucel no el ed ¢ it of 
ne ae first LOST { t f 
the squawkers was ‘Court of M n 


Heirs,’ now on the air, but an agree- 
ment was 
the ownel 
maintains he aud 
agencies as far back as 1936. 


reached vetween 
Elman 


tioned ‘Contact for 


readily 


s of the two shows 


artist bureaus and agencies. 








AFRA Licensing Talent Agencies; 


Clause Provides Adjustments If 
Living Costs Shoot Skywar 





By HOBE MORRISON 

agreement just signed be- 
the American Federation of 
and the networks is 
much broader than had been antici- 


New 
tween 


‘pated and, in general, represents a 


substantial advance for the union 


It calls for new sustaining rates and | 
regulations, effective for three years. | 


It also renews the commercia! code, 
with an expiration date the same as 
the sustaining contract. It sets scales 
for regionais and locals, staff an- 
nouncers, provides for regulation of 
It even 
contains a clause providing for all 
rates to be increased. in case the 
general cost of living rises within the 
next two years. 

The pact was signed by officials of 
AFRA, NBC, CBS, the two principal 
Mutual origination stations (WOR. 
New York, and WGN, Chicago) and 
a represetnative of the advertising 
agencies. The union’s New York 
local membership voted Monday 
night (14) to ratify it, the member- 
ships of the Chicago and San Fran- 
cisco chapters were due to approve 
it last night (Tuesday) and the Los 
Angeles group to follow suit tonight 
(Wednesday). The entire agreement 


expires Nov. 1, 1943 
While the independent talent 
agents (that is, other than the net- 


work artist bureaus) were not repre- 

ented in the negotiations and were 
? 
A 


ea or 


not even consul notified in ad- 
vance, the new agreement's licensing 
and regulatory phase vill undoubt- 
edly apply to them. It is expected 


that the agents involved will com- 
plain, but AFRA’s deal with the art- 
st bureaus is pretty complete. so 
to be much the 
percenters can do about it. 
Figured that AFRA will quickly 
notify them to apply for licenses and 
after the customary protests and con- 
fabs, they will fall into line. 


there doesn’t appear 
indie 


New agreement covers New York, 
Chicago, Los Angeles and San Fran- 
cisco and applies to actors, singer 
ff 


eelance and staff announcers. The 


Fly, Studebaker, Bingham 
Attend Launching Of 
New Educational Station 


Louisville. Oct. 15 


Dedica 9) WBKY, Beatty 

le K new educational station 
established vy U versity of Ke 
tucky, to be operated two hour 
aily in cooperation with Les 
County Board of Education, oc- 
curs Thursday (17). Opening will be 
attended by D J. W. Studebake: 
uU. 8S. Con Educ 
Jame Fly PCC 1irma Gov 
Kee J B B 

) ¢ ( ( ) f 
Jour: ] ’ ot 


O ) 

| | ! t 
} ( elt rO- 

‘ ed ‘Did I Sa I » 
Roval Canadian Tobacco, with 15- 
ninute period booked over station 


Red's et Sobel will work from. the 


stage of the Imperial Theatre quizz- 


iy membx of the audience 
Proceedin will be recorded and 
platte: will be used o ail following 


day. 
Atlantic City—Helen Seyfa: ha 
joined WFPG (Steel Pier) as head- 
ystes inouncer. She initer- 
views personalities each night. Jo 
Chesney, announcer, has been made 
chief of continuity at WFPG. Mil! 
Marsh added to announcing staff and 
Eddie Kohn arrives as commercial 
manager. 


ier nose -a 





| regular 


national commercial code is renewed 
and new commercial contracts cover 
the Pacific coast regional, the Chi- 
cago local and one is being worked 
out for the Pacific coast local. Pact 
covering NBC staff announcers in 
New York is renewed. 
Always Favors AFRA 

In the new sustaining code, any 
changes from the former contract are 
in favor of AFRA: in no instance 
does the new pact set scales or con- 
ditions less favorable to the union 
than the old agreement. The prin- 
cipal of pay for all rehearsals is 
established. While the rate for all 
rehearsals is less than the former 
figure for overtime rehearsals, the 
networks agree that in case rehears- 
als are curtailed enough to bring the 
total fee to less than the former 


‘amount, the old figure will apply. 


Other clauses in the new sustain- 
ing agreement call for increase in 
the audition rate, application of the 
Chicago local scales to the Central 
time zone (national scale to apply 
if the show is heard in another time 
zone), increase for staff singers, 
stand-by group singers and signature 
voices, reduction of the discount for 
strip shows and coupled with a six- 
weeks guarantee. In general the 
boost in sustaining rates is estimated 
at about 10%. 

Staff announcers in New York and 
Chicago are raised 10% (except 
those geiting more than $100 a week 

straight $10 boost) and 
spielers will have a $55 
minimum. In addition, a formula of 
pay for commercials is worked out. 
In general, this takes the form of 
commercial scale for such 
with the announcer not re- 
quired to make up the time involved. 
The rules for commercial broadcasts 
in Chicago, which were part of the 
recent arpitration case, are made a 
part of this agreement. 

The new agreement requires 


all regulations for 


receive a 


Chicago 


snows, 


that 
artist bureaus 
hall be binding on AFRA members 
and all agents. Network artist bu- 
have already applied for li- 

Commission cannot be 
charged on minimum fees. No com- 
may be charged by artist 
on package shows and none 


reaus 


censes. 


missions 
Oureaus 
may be charged when the agency is 
the employer. 

With the 
dates of the 
taining codes, 


unifying of ation 
commercial and sus- 
virtually all AFRA’s 
contracts are now set to run out at 


expil 


the same time. Local and station 
contracts now having other expira- 
tion dates will probably be altered 
to conform a they are renewed. 


This tends to give AFRA an im- 


proved position, since in case of dis- 


pute it could call a strike against all 
y 
Although the new agreement is for 
three years the clause requiring 
to be ncreased f the cost of 
g 1 € ap} irently protect the 
( mie me T | ore 
! é r r ? r é 
‘ } De f 
f we 
( I CI i pre on- 
sé hile ot unprecedented 
} ert r fie} re 
of P 
| ree t, rea 
eve l veel of he n be f 
repre tives of the State Media- 
tion board. end the prospect of an 
AFRA strike. The old sustaining 


contract ran out Aug. 12 and an 
expired Sept. 12. A strike 
of commercial as well as sustaining 
seemed likely at that 
ime, but the Mediation board 
in with an offer to try to 
eitle the 


stepped 


dispute 


Although the new agreement is re- 
garded as, favoring AFRA, officials 
of the networks are reported so 


with it that they are said to 
be readying a letter to Gov. Lehman 
of New York, commending the work 

f William H. Davis, chairman of the 
Mediation board, who conducted the 
negotiations. 


leased 


ee eee 
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~The President’s—Once the King’s—English 


(Comment on The Radio Styles of The Candidates) 





(While politics is no direct concern of this trade 
publication there has been so much discussion lately of 
the differences of President Roosevelt's radio speak- 
ing style and the speaking style ot Candidate Wendell 
Willkie that Variety has prepared a round-up of 
trade comment on this purely technical phase of the 
campaign. ee uae 

Radio plays a big part in electing public officials 
today. Therefor how a candidate sounds on the air 
is important.) 


Roosevelt and Willkie Both Sound 
Oxford to Me’, Declares Bob Burns 


By JACK HELLMAN 
Hollywood, Oct. 15. 


Here’s how some Coast radio people react to the radio 
voices of President Roosevelt and Wendell Willkie: 


Hedda Hopper, film narrator: ‘Roosevelt’s suave Harvard 
delivery has lulled the nation to sleep for eight long years 
while Willkie’s sincere mid-western twang has awakened 
us. Will Rogers’ voice wasn’t polished, neither was his 
diction learned at Groton or Haryard, but his voice was 
heard around the world and influenced millions.’ 


Conrad Nagel, actor-narrator: ‘Roosevelt's concern is not 
what he says but how cleverly he can say it. Willkie’s con- 
cern is what he says, not how perfectly he can enunciate 
it. Roosevelt gives a flawless, if sometimes hammy perform- 
ance, Technically, Roosevelt is the better speaker, if you 
like oratory.’ 


Mann Holiner, producer of Maxwell House Time: ‘My 
thoughts on the question are based purely on a technical 
standpoint. The radio does to Roosevelt what the camera 
does to a pretty girl. The President is radio-genic. From a 
production viewpoint it would seem that there is more 
preparation in Roosevelt's radio talks.’ 


Ken Carpenter, announcer: ‘I believe radio elects presi- 
dents. President Roosevelt undoubtedly has the best selling 
voice on radio today and I would hate to contest with him 
in an audition. In recent weeks Willkie’s voice and the 
production of his radio talks seem to have improved. All 
in all, his speeches seem to have approached nearer to what 
we call ‘good radio’.’ 

Bob Burns, hillbilly comic: ‘After living all my iife 
among my kinfolks, Roosevelt and Willkie both sound Ox- 
ford to me.’ 


Irene Rich, dramatic actress: ‘Every actor envies Presi- 
dent Roosevelt his radio technique and beautiful diction. 
Perhaps if Mr. Willkie had the advantage of eight years of 
radio training he too might have developed the same 
ability.’ 

Manning Ostroff, program director, KFWB: ‘If a Wendell 
Willkie walked into my office today for a job he would be 
turned down flatly. The job would go to a Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, who for ease, poise, sincerity and friendliness on 
the microphone is unexcelled. It isn’t a matter of back- 
ground or culture but the ability to transmit a vibrant per- 
sonality without theatrics. Willkie slurs his words and rides 
roughshod over punctuation. Roosevelt knows his text, 
speaks with authority and reads as if he had read the script 
before air time.’ 


Down-to-Earth Speech of Willkie 


Impressive, But Groton Diction Okay 


By LESTER REES 
Minneapolis, Oct. 15 

Paradoxical as it may seem, President F. D. Roosevelt’s 
eastern Groton diction apparently evokes a warmer re- 
sponse in this midwestern stronghold than the blunt, un- 
polished tones of Wendell Willkie. For effectiveness over 
the ether waves, as far as this community is concerned, the 
palm goes to the President by several city miles. And this 
atplies to laymen as well as the supposed voice experts of 
the radio stations. They’re almost unanimous—the Re- 
publicans as well as the Democrats—in preferring to listen 
to the F. D. R. mike effusions. And they don’t find that 
Groton pronunciation and accent in the least irksome or 
displeasing. Quite the contrary, if the many people inter- 
viewed on the subject by this reporter are any criterion. 

Candidate Willkie, however, may find some solace in a 
frequently expressed opinion that he’s ‘improving’ as a radio 
speaker and that his apnarent ‘sincerity’ and ‘down-to-earth 
qualities’ are ‘impressive.’ 

Announcers and production department employes at 
WCCO, CBS station, agree that Willkie has ‘natural wit, a 
very warm personality and a good radio voice, but then 
they point out that ‘he lacks the experience. The WCCO 
consensus is that ‘Roosevelt is a superb showman and gives 
a dramatic performance every time that he appears on the 
air.” They say that ‘he sounds like a sophisticated person 
with great elegance of speech and that even wins the 
admiration and respect of the so-called roughneck element. 
By speaking slowly and making the most of timing and 
pauses, he builds up to the end of sentences in good broad- 
casting style, the WCCO staff feels. 


‘Midwesterners May Wisecrack 
About Diction But Still Envy It 


By VETA McMAHON 
Wichita, Kan., Oct. 15. 

Manager of one radio station: ‘Roosevelt has much finer 
voice, pronunciation and diction. We want announcers here 
at the station that speak the English language as we know 
it here in central U. S. However, that doesn’t always hold 
for newscasting—sometimes the public likes the eastern 
accent for that particular work.’ 

Coleman Ashe, program director KFBI: ‘Although mid- 
westerners may make sarcastic remarks about Roosevelt’s 
accent and are liable to make cracks about it they respect 
his manner of speaking and probably envy it.’ 

Fred L. Allen, commercial manager of KFBI: ‘The people 
of Kansas are more concerned with content than diction. 
Roosevelt has a decided edge over Willkie in his delivery 
as Willkie slurs many of his words.’ 








Peter Grant, Who Sounds Like The 
President, Has Only One Opinion 


By JOE KOLLING 


Cincinnati, Oct. 15. 

Mikers in this normally rock-ribbed Republican burg go 
along with the general national feeling in giving President 
Roosevelt the nod over Wendell Willkie on the score of 
radio technique. Cincy’s five stations newscasters find no 
particular fault with either White House candidate on 
pronunciation, They accept as localisms the R’s dropped by 
Roosevelt and certain Indiana twangs of his opponent. 

Well suited to comment on Roosevelt-Willkie speech is 
Peter Grant, chief for six years of the 14 announcers on 
Crosley’s WLW and WSAI. Twice he has introduced 
Roosevelt on the air, lastly Saturday (12) night for WLW’s 
direct pickup of the Presicent’s talk at Dayton, O., which 
Crosley’s international station, WLWO, directed to South 
America. Grant also was the first to introduce Willkie on 
the air via WLW’s special line from the Philadelphia con- 
vention when the Hoosier loomed as the G. O. P. choice. 

Says Grant: ‘Each of them is very fine and effective in 
his own way. Mr Roosevelt has a radio manner. He is a 
polished gentleman at the microphone; is calm, rarely 
raising his voice above conversational tone, and radiates a 
charming personality. Mr. Willkie expresses himself vigor- 
ously. He has a platform manner, probably a hangover 
from the days when he spoke without a public address 
system or into a microphone.’ 

(Grant is the announcer who was cautioned by NBC two 
years ago about sounding too much like President Roose- 
velt in a series of programs for Avalon cigarettes that 
originated on WLW and spread to some of the network's 
stations. ) 


Tommy Thomas of KIRO Detects 
Willkie ‘Taiking Down’ to Public 


By HARRY T. SMITH 


Seattle, Oct. 15. 

Tommy Thomas, program director of KIRO, says: ‘Local 
lay opinion points to decidedly bad Willkie impression in 
his radio talks, particularly when compared with the 
President. People here seem to feel that Willkie attempts 
to ‘talk down’ in a manner that, to many of them, is a little 
bit too strained. Many seem to feel that Tom Dewey and 
other more loquacious Republicans should have taken over 
the radio stumping. People wonder why the Republican 
National Committee had not anticipated this shortcoming. 

Allen Botzer, announcer at KIRO: ‘In my mind there is 
no doubt that President Roosevelt is the outstanding public 
speaker of the day on radio—and I’m quite sure he’s aware 
of it. When I listen to Roosevelt I am conscious of how he 
expresses an idea by inflection, intonation, emphasis, etc., 
as I am of the idea itself. On the other hand, Mr. Willkie 
expresses his ideas in a down-to-earth midwestern Ameri- 
canese that would seem to indicate concentration on the 
idea itself, rather than the method of conveying it. Roose- 
velt knows how fo utilize a microphone; Willkie does not, 
as demonstrated by the fact that he lost his voice and had 
to be under doctor’s care on his western trip. President 
Roosevelt persuades; Willkie drives. Any ear is more 
susceptible to a pleasant, well-modulated voice than it is to 
a strident, harsh voice. If this election is to be decided on 
voice personality alone, there seems to me no doubt that 
President Roosevelt would win hands down; but then of 
course, such is not the case.’ 

Carroll Foster, announcer at KIRO: ‘Mr. Roosevelt is best 
spoken of when he speaks for himself—else he could hardly 
have become the nation’s number one showman. Radio is 
the natural medium of expression for his charm—his per- 
sonality. Has he not the most persuasive voice in radio 
today? His diction is more nearly that of an all-American 
spokesman than that of Mr. Willkie. Mr. Willkie’s repre- 
sents Indiana.’ 


| 


Milwaukee Sees F.D.R. Ahead But 
Only Because He ‘Studies Medium’ 


By HARRY E. BILLINGS 
Milwaukee, Oct. 15 
In Milwaukee, WTMJ’? staff of seven announcers, speak- 
ing strictly from the voice angle and not politically, agreed 
100% that Roosevelt has it all over Willkie for diction, pro- 
nunciation and delivery via radio. The difference between 
the two candidates’ speech as it comes over the air is, in 
their opinion, not due so much to Roosevelt's eastern 
culture and Willkie’s midwestern background as to the fact 
that the President, more appreciative of radio’s influence, 
has given the technique great study and never lets his voice 
wander from the mike whether he is alone in the White 
House or before an audience, while Willkie, at his best be- 
fore a crowd, loses a lot in his radio delivery by turning 
first one way then another while talking. Roosevelt never 
forgets that possibly millions are listening in, while Willkie 
talks only to the crowd he sees before him 
agreed that Willkie has greatly improved his radio per- 
formance since the start of his campaign. WTMJ an- 
nouncers are schooled in five principal points in their work 
—quality, flow of speech, pronunciation, enunciation 
diction, and personality. 


Chicago Trib’s ‘I Hate Wah’ Rib 
At Roosevelt One Side of Case 


By DAN GOLDBERG 
Chicago, Oct. 15. 

Primary objection to Willkie’s radio apnearances is his 
sloppy pronunciation and his undue haste. Radio an- 
nouncers and performers feel that Willkie’s constant 
tendency to rush over and slur his words is an unforgivable 
radio fault. They refuse to accept ‘It’ly’ for ‘It-a-ly.’ 

There is an agreement that Willkie has the basis of a 
good, forceful radio personality, but that this is spoiled by 
haphazard vocal technique. There is obiection to his 
diction, to his delivery and even to his choice of words 
which are deemed much too untutored to fit in with the 
public picture of a presidential aspirant. J 

In the trade there is a feeling that Willkie is trying to get 


Tt i ; VW1<> 
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or 


down to a level, while the belief is that the public doesn’t 
want its President to come down to them, but to stay up 
where he can be looked up to and admired, even envied 
for his intelligence and educational background. 


There is an overwhelming preference for Roosevelt 
diction, despite the constant satirizing of this accent by the 
Chicago Tribune which refers often to the President’s well- 
known remark as ‘I hate Wah.’ 


‘Folks’ a Standard Salutation 
In Open-Minded Nebraska Area 


By JAKE RACHMAN 
Omaha, Oct. 15. 

Discussing newscasting objectives here in the middlewest, 
Foster May of WOW, said: ‘We try to keep well within the 
idiom of our section. The midwest has a certain style and 
I remain within that style as far as practical. I try to use 
the language of the midwesterner and in pronunciation of 
foreign names and places, our policy is to give them the 
correct pronunciation. We do not care to Anglicize a for- 
eign name. Our aim in this regard is to make WOW au- 
thoritative in the pronunciation of proper and geograph- 
ical names around the world and you can’t do that by 
playing around with pronunciations.’ 

At KOIL, Bruce Wallace sees Roosevelt as a practical 
radio speaker who has learned a great deal about the 
business. ‘Without going into the merits of what he is 
saying and judging purely on his voice and air personality, 
Roosevelt shows he knows the value of such technique as 
intonation, timing, pronunciation, etc. Willkie is still learn- 
ing, but he is improving. Radio speaking is an art all by 
itself and the sooner many speakers learn that fact, the 


better it will be for them. You have only one channel, 
the ear. 








‘Midwesterners like a sharp, incisive, but not belligerent 
style. They like an announcer to be forceful but clear 
and homey. Hence, the frequent use of the word ‘folks’ in 
all midwest broadcasts. There are no cut and dried ruies 
her2 except that the announcements shall be clear and 
unmistakable in their meaning.’ 


Bernard Fenner, program director, announcer, actor, 
writer, etc., for KOWH said: ‘Midwesterners as far as I 
have observed, are liberal in their acceptance of Roose- 
velt’s eastern accent. Out here on the prairies we know. 
that all people do not talk alike and make allowances. 
Willkie’s blunt and strong voice is in his favor. The folks 
like that about him and his strong presentation of his 
points.’ 


General public reaction here is liberal to both candidates. 
When they are on the air, you can hear their voices boom- 
ing out of every set. Midwesterners, it is apparent, are 
great for ‘giving the fellow a chance’, 


‘Roosevelt Could Sell Buggy Whips 
In Detroit’—But Maybe Not St. Louis 


By SAM X. HURST 
St. Louis, Oct. 15 

Arthur T. Jones, program director at WEW said: “The 
‘marksman of the microphone,’ Franklin D. Roosevelt, has 
finally met his match. After the shooting is all over in 
November, Americans will have gained a new appreciation 
for typical American speech, Up and down radio row the 
President is considered the ‘superman’ of radio salesman- 
ship. His distinctly eastern enunciation and perfectly modu- 
lated voice, his smooth and sly eloquence, have caused 


many in the fraternity to say that ‘he could sell buggy 
whips in Detroit.’ 





‘But I wonder now if even radio’s mind isn’t about to be 
changed. Though his voice and delivery differ widely from 
‘the master of the mantle,’ I think Wendell Willkie is every 
bit as effective. His unadulterated midwestern speech is the 
pure speech of America. His individualism, heart-warming 
Sincerity and resoluteness are typical of the ‘man on the 
street.’ Give him a few more trys, a few more hours before 


the ‘mike’ and Wendell Willkie will surpass the incumbent 
with flying colors.’ 


No Particular Prejudices on Vocal 
Timbre Unless It’s a Dialect 


By R. W. MOORHEAD 
Des Moines, Oct. 15 

The announcers at WHO hold a meeting every Saturday 
at which time they discuss criticisms of their own work 
Last Saturday they had a discussion on the very subject of 
VARIETY’s round-up. 

The announcers agreed that President Roosevelt has the 
ability to make his talks very informal. in the conversa 
tional manner, and with every indication of sincerity—that 
because of the informality of presentation the meticulous 
enunciation and diction are not held to be superficial by the 
average listening audience. 

According to the announcers, they feel Mr. Willkie, un- 
accustomed to facing large crowds, raises his voice quite 
naturally under the circumstances of his desire to be heard 
by everyone, but that his homely, down-to-earthiness, 
coupled with the colloquialisms of the midwest, give his 
radio talks a familiarity that makes for sincerity. The an- 
nouncers believe that both men arrive at the same place— 
but in a different way, and they believe both are equally 
effective in their final objective. 


‘Roosevelt Like Barrymore While 
Willkie’s Like Wallace Beery’ 


By GEORGE WIEDERHOLD 
Louisville, Oct. 15. 

S. E. Cisler compared the voice quality of Riosevelt to 
John Barrymore, and that of Willkie to Wallace Beery, 
making the point that while the trained speaker makes 
the listener conscious of his training and background, the 
more natural, even tho’ raspy and earthy tones of a Beery, 
will establish something of the character of the man and 
thus make a strong impression for sincerity with a great 
number of people. 
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,ARD G. ROBINSON 
A Ona Munson, Leith Stevens, 
conducting 
Drama 
30 Mins. 
LEVER BROS. 
Wednesday, 8 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Rinso ushered in its fourth season 
with Edward G. Robinson with a 
patriotic interlude, Only thing that’s 
different between this and last sea- 
son's ‘Big Town’ series is the night 
of the week. It used to be Tuesday. 

Robinson is still the vocally hard- 
punching editor of the ‘Illustrated 
Press.. Ona Munson continues for 
the second year as his femme Wat- 
son, but with the romantic angle now 
pretty well muffled. 
eral composition of story, pace and 
acting is as dynamic as ever. The 
incidental music, as fashioned by 


|‘BOYSTOWN ROUNDUP’ 
With Father Flanagan, the Boystown 


town Choir 
Orphanage Program 
30 Mins.—Remote 
Sunday, 3:15 p.m. 
WLW, Cincinnati 

Put out intentionally as a feeler 
with a coast-to-coast hookup as the 
idea if the program clicks at all, this 
one by kids for kids cantered across 
|as a likely winner on its opening ef- 
ifort. That is, of course, if material 
as rich as that on the initial try 
can continue to come from Father 
Flanagan’s home for boys. 


Program was wired from Boys- 





| SHIRLEY TEMPLE 





| ‘The Littlest Rebel’ 


Frank McGlynn 
One Hour 
LUX 


| Monday, 9 p.m. 


' retirement 
| little trouping for Lux. It 


| town, near Omaha, to Cincinnati, and | 


| from the opening march to the heart- 


And the gen-|tug hum of ‘Home Sweet Home’ by 


it was a program that packed human 
values. Youngsters. have a song of 


Leith Stevens, is also uniformly ef-/ their own, ‘Boys Town,’ that has a 


fective. 


sweet-sad ring. They did a Negro 


Introductory stanza proved a skil-| spiritual, too, that had its moments. 


fully contrived homily on the theme | 
of Americanism. The particular an- | 


Announcer, called ‘Bud’ by the 
kids, moves them smoothly through 


gle, a highly timed one, was toler-| their paces, and one named Scoops 


ance. 


Tolerance for the foreign| Cerny, a lad who edits the Boystown 


born in this country who, -as the} Times, runs through a Winchelilesque | 


script put it, are trying to be good 
Americans. In its plea against in-| 
discriminate hounding of this ele-,| 
ment, the drama sought to person- 
alize the subject by relating the 
patriotic part that men with the 
name of Pulaski have played in the 
history of the United States. The 
converted villains in the piece were | 
a bunch of toughs given to smash- 
ing the windows of merchants with 
foreign names. Curiously, the ring- | 
leader of the gang was a kid named | 
O’Grady. Robinson delivered his} 
usual fadeout peroration. In this he 
described tolerance as decency and 
fairness in dealing with people 
within our border. 

The plug, as voiced by Ken Niles, | 
and in this instance with the testi- | 
monial support of his wife, harped | 
on Rinso’s_ latest merchandising | 
point, the claim that it’s 98% free. 
of the soap dust that causes sneezing. 

Odec. 





SAN FRANCISCO SYMPHONY 

With Gaetano Merola 

One Hour 

STANDARD OIL CO. OF CALIF. 

Thursday, 8 p.m. 

KFRC-MBS, San Francisco 
(McCann-Erickson) 

Off without a hitch was the Stand- 
ard Oil account on KFRC and the 
Don Lee web. Shifting from NBC | 
after 13 years with that chain, the! 
oiler is the important biz to come 
KFRC’s way. Staff has been nervous 
for weeks worrying over mike set- 
ups, script, announcers, etc. 

Gaetano Merola and his San Fran- | 
cisco Symphony played brilliantly; | 
Mel Venter’s announcing was right | 
and Pat Kelly’s script was brief and | 
intelligent; the pick-up from the | 
stage of the Community Playhouse, | 
thanks to engineer Charlie Concan- | 
non, was fiawless. The whole thing | 
came out bright and listenable. | 





routine, even to the ticker. 
his ‘scoops’ were good to hear. He 
told of two former Boystowners hav- 
ing made the freshman team at Gon- 
zaga and let them know it was Bing 
Crosby’s alma mammy. He told of 
another Boystown grad who is now a 
trombone ‘champ’ in Horace Heidt’s 
band. The Boystown team won its 


Some of | 


| listening 
these motherless moppets as a finale, | + 


WABC-CBS, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


Shirley Temple, who did not ap- 


pear commercially on the air dur- 
ing her 20th Century employment, 
has now taken time off from her 
and schooling to do a 
was a 
smart booking for the soap program 
and served to remind the fans that 
the kid is still around and still, in- 
cidentaliy, quite a girl and quite a 
performer. 

Hard-boiled ears, that wouldn't be 
anyhow, might consider 
‘The Littlest Rebel’ pretty dreary 
stuff at this late date. Every scene, 
almost every line can be anticipated. 
It is creaky playwrighting of the 
1902 variety and the radio adapta- 
tion did little to improve upon the 
material. It was plodding, obvious 
and an indifferent vehicle. However, 
all this probably doesn’t have much 
bearing. 


The idea was to have Shir- | 


ley Temple do her stuff and she did. | 


Land. 


‘AIR-O-TORIALS’ 
With Gless Connoy 


| 15 Mins.-Local 
'Dr. L. R. CLARKE 
| Tuesday, 5 p.m. 

| KIRO, Seattle 


| 37th consecutive football game, not| _ 
| dropping one in six years, during the library at KIRO, Glenn Connoy 


Formerly in charge of the music 


week, and he told the world about | started several weeks ago with this 


that one. 


It was the sort of news| news-feature series about hobbies, 


about Boystown boys that should! inventions, patents and how their 


have appeal if the public’s imagina- 
tion can be fired. 

Father Flanagan kept himself in 
the background until well into the 
second half of the program, and his 
talk was chiefly by way of answering 
queries as to how to deal with boys. 
One mother claiming her boy read 
all the time wasn’t praised for it, but 
was urged to get him out to play or 
if he wouldn’t do that to bring other 
boys in. 

Only sales talk was a reminder 
that Boystown receives no financial 
aid from any community chest, 
church or governmental agency and 
is wholly dependent on its friends 
throughout the country. Father 
Flanagan told how he started out 
with a borrowed $90 some 25 years 





originators contrived them. Show 
has recently been taken by Dr. L. R. 
Connoy, local dentist. Connoy gets 
most of his material from newspaper 
and mag articles, putting them into 
simple radio terms, occasionally even 
working in mild humor. 

Spieler has a breezy mike deliv- 
ery. He usually ties in the commer- 
cials with the main topic of each 
script. Smith. 








| ‘CANADIAN HOLIDAY’ 
< | With Gracie Fields, Malcolm 
Band, Scoops Cerny and the Boys- With Claude Rains, Preston Foster, | 


La- 
Prade 
Talk, Songs 


| 30 Mins. 
| WIZ-NBC, New York | 


CANADIAN GOVERNMENT 
Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 


Composition of this program may |! 
be great shakes with the governors 
of the Government-owned railroad 
lines in Canada, but it’s doubtful 
whether similar enthusiasm will 
strike Americans with a yen for 
touring across the border. The pro- 
¥gram is almost as dry and stodgy 
as a meeting of this self-same board. 


Only thing that gave the sample 
caught (10) any entertainment or 
tang was the few songs Gracie 


Fields interpolated. She was on for 
eight minutes, which made the pro- 


gram’s plug content 22 minutes. 
The m.c. and narrator on _ this 
series is Malcolm LaPrade, who for 


years did a one-man travelog on the 
same network for Cook’s. His mono- 
log was limited to 15 minuies. It 
was colorfully phrased and pleas- 
antly backgrounded with organ mu- 
sic. In the case of the series bank- 
rolled by the Canadian Government 
Travel Bureau explorer personali- 
ties from Canadian history are 
paraded one after another via the} 
voices of dialect actors and as they 
tell their stories in the first person 
the profusion of place names makes 
more for confusion than for curi- 
osity. Same purpose could be car- 
ried out much more effectively by 
dramatizing a few of these episodes 
and with good actors. 

Only choice bit of across-the-bor- | 
der selling came from Miss Fields, | 
who is herself not a Canadian but a' 
performer who came out of an Eng- 
lish provincial town and skyrocketed 
to fame in the last World War. Her 
mike appearance did anything but) 
bring out her personality in all its 
dimensions, but Miss Fields’ unique 
talent still got through as she fed 
’em such tidbits from her old reper- 
toire as ‘They’ve Taken Him Back | 
to Jail,’ ‘The Old Violin’ and ‘Wish | 
Me Luck.’ Odec, | 





rative Verse with Music. 


ago. He now is $400,000 in debt, but | 
it doesn’t worry him. 


mocracy Programs Need, 
He has a delivery reminiscent of 





Advancing the Art of Radio =| 


1. Lynn Fontanne’s ‘White Cliffs’ Is An Ear-Opener in Nar- }| 


| series. 


2. ‘This Precious Freedom’ Illustrates the Eloquence ‘De- |! 








Roosevelt if the Prez had been raised | 


in Dublin instead of Dutchess county. 


{It is a strong, soft voice and gives 


part of the secret of his success with | 


boys. He lets them run Boystown 
completely, even to the doling out of 
punishment, the worst of which is to 
stand with your back to a film screen 
during a show. The good padre 
thinks it’s a barbarous punishment, 
but the boys vote it after trial-by- 
jury and he has nothing to do with 


Radio program is costing Boys- 


Commercials are cut to the barest | town $1,000 a crack, and here again 


announcements, the tagline ‘Standard | Father Flanagan prefers it to ‘free 


Symphony orchestra’ carrying most 
of the burden. The commentary on 
the numbers likewise 
meaty, informative rather than inter- 


retive. Type of music favored can | 


be judged from opening dose, which 
included portions of Brahms’ Fourth 


Symphony, Strauss’ Emperor Waltz, | 


a bit of Beethoven and Rossini and 
four selections from ‘Schwanda, Bag- 
pipe Player,’ Bohemian opera. 


Station’s general manager, Bill 
Pabst, is personally producing. A 
former violinist himself, he sits 


through rehearsals with a score on 
his lap, Wern. 


‘QUIZ OF TWO CITIES’ 
_ Mark Goodson, Reed Kilpat- 
ric 
30 Mins.; Regional 
NOXEMA 
Friday, 8 p.m. 
KFRC-Don Lee, San Francisco 
(Ruthrayff & Ryan) 
Part of a locality vs. locality se- 
ries for Noxema similar to New 
Haven - Hartford and Manhattan - 
Brooklyn ‘teams’ already reviewed. 
Frisco won the initial sesh, 77 to 75. 
, Procedure is for Reed Kilpatrick 
in KHJ studios to ask Los Angeles 
candidate as set of stumpers; then 
lines are reversed while Mark 
Goodson feeds identical set to Frisco 
victim at KFRC. Only the radio au- 
dience and judges hear both replies. 
Each person interviewed gets $2 and 
a jar of Noxema products. Four 
rounds complete the party, with 
commercials liberally sprinkled be- 
tween, before and after. Winning 
team gets added bonus of $12. 
remiere program (11) had Mayor 
oe pee Rossi of Frisco and Mayor 
I etcher Bowran of Los Angeles urg- 
ing respective teams to victory. 
Participating on Frisco end were 
moet Johnson, News rewrite; Helen 
hee News society; Pat Frayne, 
all-Bulletin sports and Edith Bris- 
tol, Call-Bulletin women’s ed. L.A. 
contribbed Agnes Underwood, Her- 
e,c-Express crime reporter; Walter 
Hoeran, Times __ telegraph 
te Penny, News fishing ed and 
toyd Simonson, Citizen-News re- 
Write, Wern. 





od 


Helen Hyatt did an NBC broadcast 
©m Madrid on Columbus Birthday. 
© was one of network's Paris 
mikers before the fall of France. 


fr 


is short but | 


desk; | 


| time,’ arguing you only get what you 
pay for and that free time has a 
habit of bouncing all over the place, 
which kills the chance of building 
up a growing audience. 
Cinch that a few more like this 
|} opening and he will not want for 
angels to carry the overhead. There 
are many things which could be sold 
along with Boystown without in any 
way conflicting with the program of 
the greatest father of the biggest 
flock of youngsters in our time—all 
4,500 of whom have made good. 
FPadre’s contention that there is no 
such thing as a bad boy might find 
'some butter-and-egg tycoon willing 
'to split the billing. 
| Considering how ‘bad’ boys are 


smacked about in other parts of the 
country, the loving kindness evident 
on this program makes it an ideal 
Sunday afternoon sermon—without 
the sermon. 
| manship is smartest. Scully. 
(A ‘Boustown of the Air’ program 
began broadcasting locally over 
WGAR, Cleveland, on Oct. 5.—Ed.) 


| 
} 


‘WINGS OF DESTINY’ 

With Don Gordon, Art Pierce 

Air Melodramas 

30 Mins. 

WINGS CIGARETTES 

Friday, 10 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Brown & Williamson) 

This program represents an astute 
bringing together of proven modern 
hokum values. Prescription calls for 
a big dose of giveaway, a jingle-writ- 
ing contest in which an aeroplane is 
given away on each program in the 
telephoning-the-winner manner of 
‘Pot o’ Gold.’ The tieup is four ways: 


program title, ‘Wings of Destiny,’ 
program sponsor, Wings cigarettes. 
program premium, a_ Piper ‘65’ 


trainer plane through which winners 
can earn their wings, and finally the 
plot, crazy exploits in the sky, melo- 
drama on the wing. 

The program may be presumed to 
aim at an air-minded generation, 
young enough to see only the excite- 
;ment, old enough to smoke. Aviation 
fiction is now a standard commodity 
on the literary and radio market. 

Production-wise, the show is clear, 
straightaway scripting (Mel William- 
son) and acting. It’s of the magic 
lever, Fu Manchu strain of fantastic 
i happening. Land. 


That’s wheré its show- | 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


Not long ago Alfred Lunt and 
Lynn Fontanne appeared for the 
first time on a radio program. The 
occasion was a big Red Cross rally. 
| They demonstrated a great natural 
| talent for the greatest of all mediums 
of mass impact—radio. The broad- 
cast delighted but scarcely surprised 
those who were familiar with this 
unique couple. There is now a pos- 
sibility of a regular Lunt-Fontanne 
radio series, which, if it materializes, 
| should certainly stimulate interest in 
refinements of voice and reading as 
applied to the youngest of the arts. 
Meantime, Miss Fontanne, alone save 
|for a brief introduction by her hus- 
| band, reappeared (sustaining) in a 
radio studio Sunday (13) to give the 
NBC blue network a reading of a 
| narrative verse-story, «‘White Cliffs,’ 
about England and English character 
written by Alice Duer Miller and 
given musical bridges by Frank 
Black. It was broadcast at 6:30 and 
| proved to be an exciting, splendid 
/and moving bit of drama, engrossing 
in itself but notable for the form it 
represented. 
| Radio, which endlessly repeats the 
same program patterns, learned from 
Miss Fontanne’s perfection of timing 
| and emphasis and modulation how it 
is possible to have a half-hour pro- 
gram with nothing but one fine 
voice, a fine script and some orches- 
{tral punctuation. Of course, it may 


cult to find either the voices or the 
scripts that can carry the weight and 
go the distance. Granted, but the 
day may come, etc., etc. 


resented delicate fingering of the 
chords of tangled sentiment implicit 
in an American woman marrying an 
Englishman in 1914, losing him in 
the war, and then living on to have 
this new war enroll her English son 
Told in the first person as half-solilo- 
quy, half chronicle, the work is ten- 
der and vivid. The Arnerican 
woman’s reactions to the English 
with their great virtues and odd ec- 
centricities, her love for England 
even while realizing she can never 
truly be an Englishwoman, is poig- 


nant stuff. Mrs. Miller put it on 
paper and Miss Fontanne made it 
come through the air as living 
drama. 


It was a half hour that pushed 
radio ahead. 


Holding in the Author 

In trying to ride two horses there 
is always some risk of falling un- 
der the hoofs. Nevertheless, in view 
of the present interest in ‘democracy’ 
radio programs, it may serve as 
healthy provocation to put the Arch 
Oboler script for Procter & Gamble, 
‘This Precious Freedom,’ as broad- 
cast Friday (11), in the ring beside 
the Margaret Lewerth script, ‘The 
Lost Colony,’ as. broadcast the week 


{before for duPont’s 


be quickly observed that it is diffi- 


Alice Duer Miller’s free verse rep- 


‘Cavalcade of 
America.’ 

The contrast is not between the 
merit of Oboler as a writer and the 
merit of Miss Lewerth as a writer. 
The contrast is between a writer who 
has a contract that permits him to 


have and execute ideas and a writer | a 


TONY WONS RADIO SCRAPBOOKR 
With Shirley Sadley, Lewis Rowen, 
| Irma Glenn 
| 30 Mins, 
| HALL BROS. 
| Sunday, 4:15 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Henri, Hurst & McDonald) 

Tony Wons is back again with his 
familiar brand of soulful poetie 
readings and philosophizing. It’s a 
program that’s inspiring to a sizable 
audience and likely to incite a few 
dialers to throw things. Onening 
with a ‘Humoresque’ theme by an 
organ and closing with ‘I'll See You 
Again,’ Wons still begins his spiel 
with his ‘Are you listenirs?’ greet- 
ing, says he intends to ‘bring a little 
joy and cheer into your life’ and 
thereupon unravels sentimental 
verses and bromides. 

Sponsor is Hall Bros., plugging 
Hallmark Greeting Cards, and Wons 
himself reads the blurbs, one on the 
opening program (13) stressing the 
idea of making people happy by re- 
membering to’send them greeting 
cards on birthdays, etc. Shirley Sad- 
ley warbles a tremolo song and a 


couple of bars in the opening ard 
close. Irma Glenn is organist and 
Lewis Rowen announcer. It’s all 
pretty intense hoke. Hobe. 
‘GANGBUSTERS’ 

With Norman Schwarzkopf 

Crime Stories 

30 Mins. 


SLOAN’S LINIMENT 

Friday, 9 p.m. 

(WJZ) NBC, New York 
(Warwick & Legler) 

At 9 p.m. ‘Gangbusters’ will cause 
less furore as a ‘moral problem’ than 
at 8 p.m. This is a matter of the 
kids bedtime. Never offered as a 


|kid show, per se, ‘Gangbusters’ has 


nevertheless always had a kid audi- 
ence and has given them, so sai¢c the 
social critics, insight into the ways 
of criminals and lessons in the tricks 
of their trade. In returning to the 
air under Sloan’s Liniment sponsor- 
ship, the script is daubed through- 
out with telltale marks that bespeak 
the awareness of this criticism and 
of efforts to counteract one point of 
view by encouraging another. The 
show has previously achieved under 
other advertisers a considerable suc- 
cess. It is the wish to capitalize on 
this success that prompts the new 
The success story is greater 
than the supposed risk. 


Actually the world may be 
busy this season with more impor- 
tant matters for the ‘Gangbusters’ 
issue to flare up anew. Meantime, 
it remains a clever way to put in 
police sirens, and tough talk, and 
gunplay, and kids love it. 

Cases from various cities are used, 
presumably with actual names and 
dates and usually with some local 
chief interviewed by the program’s 
own ex-police chief. Land, 


too 





who must obviously be ‘reasonable’ | 


to the requests and suggestions and 
timidities of corporation executives. 


‘This Precious Freedom’ was not | 
afraid to take sides, not afraid to 
deal with modern questions. In con- 


sequence, it was eloquent. ‘Lost Col- 
ony,’ and most of the duPont scripts 
are insistent rather than eloquent. 
They lack passion inwardly. Worst | 
of all, they stop at the Rutherford B. 
Hayes administration. 

If radio is really going to rise to its | 
idealological opportunity—and it 
most assuredly ought to—‘democ-| 
racy’ has to be translated into terms | 
a little closer to 1940 than glorifica- 


tion of pioneer fortitude. duPont 
itself saw the difference in Robert 
Sherwood’s ‘Lincoln’ (try to make 


‘suggestions’ to Sherwood!) and sure- | 
ly, in all the tortured experimenting | 
to find better radio ways to glorify 
democracy and help neutralize total- 
itarian poison, it ought to be clear 
that nearly the only worthwhile 
radio contributions have been from 
individuals free of the cramping in- 
fluences of other people’s ideas and 
able to say it their own way. Even | 
when, as has happened, good histori- 
cal books or plays have been se- 
lected, the radio adaptation has often 
been a diamond with more flaws 
than facets after the ‘don’t-say-that’ 
or ‘that’s-controversial’ cutting has 
been completed. 
Oboler’s script 
American citizen who 


concerns an 
went into the 


woods for a long vacation. Purposely 
he read no newspapers, heard no 
radio, saw nobody. On the return 
back he finds that the United States 
has been conquered by what are 


obviously German blitzkriegers. Most 


f the ‘action’ concerns his efforts to | 
make a cowed and paralyzed citi- 
zenry tell him what has happened. 
He finally gets the news in short 


brutal takes from the Gestapo boys. 

While part of the script was slow 
and some of it vague to unintelli- 
gibility (Raymond Massey carried 
the lead expertly), in the climax 
when the man’s thoughts spiral in 
his skull Oboler had the valves open. | 
And he had a thesis: that people in | 
a democracy have no right to say 
that German and Italian and Russian 
and Japanese gangsterism is none of 
their business. The typical ‘appease- 
ment’ sort of argument is flung back | 
and forth in bitter extracts as the 
American businessman, now behind 
bars, recalls that he, too, said, let’s 
not antagonize them—let’s make the 
best deal we can with them,’ ‘let’s | 
mind our own affairs,’ and so on. 

Oboler, in short, made an eloguent 
plea for military preparedness which, 
more directly was an unapologetic 
kick at the ostrich brigade. 


‘QUIZ COURT’ 

With Ben Bezoff, Larry Lawrence, 
John Scott 

Audience Participation 


| 30 Mins.—Local 


SEARS, ROEBUCK 
Sundays, 3 p.m. 
WHLD, Niagara Falls, N. Y. 

Lively half-hour borrows from Ben 
Bernie’s former court idea and Ralph 
Edwards ‘consequences’ ending. Re- 
sult is swift-moving show that picks 
contestants by number from studio 
audience and fires jabs at them in 
court-room style. Wrong answers 
get ‘sentenced,’ such as describing 
one’s charms while licking an all- 
day sucker or the triter proposal of 
man by a woman, 

Bezoff is ‘judge,’ Lawrence {1s 
prosecutor and Scott as court clerk 
spiels for the sponsor. Noteworthy 
is glib manner is which commercials 
are woven into show. Not a formal 
spiel anywhere, but as each merchan- 
dise prize is handed out a brief, 
punchy line describes the article and 
gets in Sears’ plug. 

Shots don’t suffer for lack of imag- 
ination but session caught (13) found 
cast playing too obviously to studio 
watchers. Little more delicacy might 
be exercised, too, in plying quizzes 
to femme contestants. Standout stuff 
for a local station, though. Betz 





RUTH HOWARD 
Chatter 
15 Mins.—Local 
FLEISHMANN’S STORE 
Daily, 3:15 p.m. 
WOKO, Albany 
Daughter of Comedian Tom How- 
ard possesses nice voice and de- 
livery. Rather unpretentious pro- 
gram and spot for one who can talk 
and spiel so smoothly. She ‘edits’ a 
Digest, in which listeners’ questions 
on a variety of subjects are answer- 
ed from ‘Father Time’s Book.’ San- 
ford Dickinson, a WOKO salesman, 
teams with her; puts the queries 
(dialers’ names are not given), spins 
a few jokes and cues in transcribed 
music. Miss Howard’s pipes are in 
some ways suggestive of her dad’s, 
she does not, of course, produce the 
flat tone he uses for laugh-making 
purposes, Her speech is definitely 
ear-easy. However, care should be 
taken that laugh-in-the-throat tech- 
nique is not overdone, inasmuch it 
sometimes tends to cloud diction. 
Miss Howard spiels twice, and 


, rather long, on fur coats, etc., for 


women. Dickinson, is striving for a 
light breezy effeet, over-pressures 
here and tes Sbeuid modulate 
more. Jaco. 


~- 
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~ DRAFT ELIGIBLES NUMEROUS IN RADIO, 
NOTED AS A YOUNG MAN'S INDUSTRY 


Some Agencies Theoretically Could Lose Whole 
Radio Department — But Boys Married Young, 
Too—Announcers Most Eligible 


—— 


As expected radio broadcasting 
stands to lose a particularly large 
percentage of its more or less promi- 
nent personnel in the military con- 
scription. Broadcasting has long} 
been noted for its youngish execu: | 
tives, many of them who came in} 
as office boys when radio wasn't} 
taken too seriously. They got im-| 
portant when radio did and now are) 
still on the drilling side of 36. 

Certain advertising agencies, a 
check-up by Variery reveals, stand 
to lose—theoretically—every member | 
of their radio department. However, | 
the law of averages would act as a} 
brake on such a wholesale loss while | 
the young executives in considerable 
numbers also married young and, 
have their share, or better, of off- | 
spring. 

What goes for the agencies is like- 
wise true of stations. Announcers in| 
particular are youthful, also engi- 
neers. 

These are some of the men eligible 
for draft: | 

N. W. Ayer 

Richard Bunbury. 














FRED ANDERSON 
IVY AND ELLINGTON, INC. 


IF JACK DE RUSSY DOESN'T POP 
IN SOON AND BEND YOUR EAR 
ABOUT THE SUPER-DOOPER KYW 
HAS LOOSE FOR BAYUK, WE'LL 
DISPOSSESS HIM OF HIS KYW 
ALUMNUS CARD AND SUE FOR 
NON-PAYMENT OF DUES. 

SERIOUSLY, WE'VE GOT A RIPE 
ONE JUST HANGING ON THE 
VINE FOR YOU. 


Sincerely, 


WESTINGHOUSE 


‘RED network 








station in 
PHILADELPHIA 





Benjamin R. Pots. 
N. E. Keisely. 

J. F. Roache. 

E. M. Schnieberg. 
G. D. Gudebrod. 
R E. Pierce. 

H. C. Sanford. 

A. J. Daly. 

J. Walter Thompson 
Stanley Quinn. 
Bob Brewster. 
Sanford Barnett. 
Harry Kerr. 

John Crist. 

Ed Helwick. 

Richard Eastland. 

Frank O’Connor. 
Lerd & Thomas 

Edward Lasker. 

Thomas McAvity. 

Norman Morrill. 

Frank Wilson. 

Gordon Auchincloss. 

John Hymes. 

James Fonda. 

Jack Laemarr. 

Karl Schillinger. 

Karl Stanton. 

Bogart Carlaw. 

Thomas Loeb. 

Allen Lerner. 


Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn 
Kirk Alexander. 

Ned Migley. 

John Driscoll. 

Frank Linder. 

Joe Hornsby. 

Charles Underhill. 


Benton & Bowles 
John Crandall. 
Jack Latham. 


Blackett, Sample & Hummert 
Bob McNell. 
Tom Maguire. 
Pedlar & Ryan 
Howard Merrill. 
Jack McClean, 
Jack Finney. 
George Williamson. 
Cyril Nullen. 
Don Wallace: 


McCann-Erickson 
Robert W. Tannerhill, 
Stuart Ludlum. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan 
Hershel Williams. 

Bill Tuttle. 
John Loreton. 
Nate Tufts. 
Lee Cooley. 
Neagan Bayles. 
Charles Ayer. 

Lennen & Mitchell 
William Robson. 

Biow 
Bruce Dodge. 
Walter A. Tibbels. 
Jack Johnstone. 
William Esty 
Al Toronto. 


































FORMATION. 
SASURED BY ITS 
REUABILITY , 



















Nine words—defining a basic principle that for eight years has 
+ princip gmt y 
permeated the work of the John Blair orgamzation in its 
relations with advertisers, agencies and radio stations. 


JOHN 


BLAIR & COMPANY 


National Representatives of Radio Stations 


‘CHICAGO ® NEW YORK @ DETROIT © ST. LOUIS @ LOS ANGELES @ SAN FRANCISCO 
La 
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Roger O’Connor. 
Bruce Small. 
Compton 
John E. McMillin, 
Lee Graves. 
Gilbert Ralston, 
Hal James. 
Storrs Haynes. 
Fred Gropper. 
Howard Parker. 
Ray Jones. 
William Mussett. 
Ralph Higerd. 
John Dean. 
Arthur Walters. 
Robert Schuey. 
William Maillefert. 
Frank Kemp. 





Many in Albany District 





Albany, N. Y., Oct. 15. 

Many announcers, technicians and | 
staffers of WGY, WOKO-WABY | 
and WTRY will register Wednesday | 
under Selective Service Act, but de- | 
pendents will reduce the number 
likely to be summoned. WGY is apt | 
to be the least affected of the four. | 
However some of its control and! 
transmitter men, as members of Na- 
val Reserve, ,may eventually be) 
called. Only one WGY announcer | 
among registrants is unmarried. | 

Proportion of possible inductees 
is larger at WTRY, especially among | 
technicians. Troy station employs | 
a lone bachelor announcer. WOKO 
and WABY in Albany have five or | 
six spielers in the single class. One 
of its engineers is an officer. 

Kolin Hager, WGY manager, and! 
Harold E. Smith, general manager 
of WOKO-WABY, are World War 
veterans. So is Willard J. (Bill) 
Purcell, WGY chief engineer. 


| 





Conscripts First—Searle 


Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 15. 
Don Searle, g.m. Central States | 
Broadcasting System (KFAB and 


KFOR, Lincoln, and KOIL, Omaha), 
has issued instructions that all con- 
scripts will have their jobs held for 
them, and each replacement hired 
will be given the understanding that | 
he is filling only the breach, and un- 
less he can be taken into the or- 
ganization when the conscript comes 
back, will be moved out. 


| 





WGRC’s Girls Take Over 


Louisville, Oct. 15. 

Borrowing an idea culled from last 
week’s issue of Varrety, S. E. ‘Steve’ 
Cisler, general manager WGRC, is 
‘manning’ his station staff with 
femmes, and giving the male per- 
sonnel the day off to register for the 
National Selective Service. Gals 
will take over all duties from open- 
ing until sign-off, with the exception 
of the operator’s job, which none 
of the sex is qualified to fill. 

Miss Charlotte Falkner, of the sta- 
tion staff. was quite confident Sat- 
urday (12) that she and her co- 
workers could handle the assign- 
ment, but was worried about proper 


| handling of the baseball scores, as 


these come in code form, she not 
knowing that the baseball! season has 
been over for some time. 





AH Within Draft Age 
Detroit, Oct. 15. 


WJR’s entire staff of announcers 
are within the conscription age. 
Radio being a young man’s biz. 


General Manager Leo Fitzpatrick has 
issued an order that they be given | 
the day off for registration. Their 
places on the schedule will be taken 
by girls of the staff. 

Fitzpatrick previously announced 
all drafted men would have their 
jobs back at the end of their military 
service. 

A scattered list of network person- 
ages within the military age includes 
such names as: 


Hugh Beville, Jr. (NBC). | 
John K. Churchill (CBS). | 
Peter Goldmark (CBS). | 
Lester Gottlieb (Mutual). 

Sheldon B. Hickox, Jr. (NBC). 


Leonard Hole (CBS). 
Henry Howard, Jr. (NBC). 
Norval Kelly (NBC). 
William Kostka (NBC). 
Gerald FF. Maulsby (CBS). 
Howard S. Meighan (CBS). 
LéRoy Passman (CBS). 
Walter Pierson (CBS). 
Herbert Kosenthal (CBS). 
Robert A. Schmid (Mutua)). 
Robert E. Shelby (NBC). 
Saul Mark Smith (CBS). 
Frank Stanton (CBS). 
Herbert Bayard Swope, Jr. 
Davidson Taylor (CBS). 
Reginald E, Thomas (NBC). | 
Wallace Amherst Walker (Mutual). 
| 
| 
| 





(CBS). 


Fred Weber (Mutual). 





Floyd Keesee, WBNY, Buffalo. 





sports announcer, handling p.a. mike | 
at Buffalo Indians’ pro grid games. | 


| won't touch it.’ 


Coast Indies Send Up Loud Wail At 
NBC (Blue) Sew-Up of Rose Bow! 





Hollywood, Oct. 15. { 


Networkers, especially Don Lee, 


John Swallow's ‘sneaker’ in sewing | 40n’t savvy the ‘for free’ angle of the 


up the Rose Bowl football game in 
Pasadena New Year's Day for NBC’s 
blue web has blown up a tempest, 
and not of the teapot variety, either. 
Every station in southern California 


except the blue outlet here, Earle C. 
Anthony’s KECA, is complaining of 
the freeze-out. 

Local indies justify their squawk 
by claiming some of the credit for 
building the original Bowl game into 
its national popularity by consistent 
plugging over the years. Nor are the 
other networkers here exactly pleased 
with the treatment. Should the lock- 
out hold after all protests have been 
sifted and found wanting, one oper- 
ator has loosed the threat of broad- 
casting the game from a blimp cir- 
cling the gridiron overhead, with the 
play-caller equipped with strong 
binoculars. This, if carried out, 
should make for a novel situation. 

Swallow, NBC's western division 
program chief, put it to the Tourna- 
ment of Roses committee cold this 
year—‘we get it exclusive or we 
Last year the game 
was thrown open to everyone and, 
according to the committee, got a 
good kicking around. Details were 
not immediately forthcoming, and the 
Pasadenans didn’t care to elaborate, 
anyway. Mutual passed up the grid 


classic for Frisco’s East-West charity | 


game, and Columbia gave it national 
coverag® up to a point where it didn’t 


| interfere with commercials back east. 


So runs part of the reason for giving 
the 1941 game to NBC whole-hog. 
NBC promised full and complete cov- 
erage on the Blue span, backed up 
by a heavy advance bally for the 
game and Tournament of Roses pa- 
rade. 
Laying Off in Toto 


Say the peeved indies and net af- | 


filiates, we won't even touch the 
parade or the Coronation Ball or the 
Kickoff Dinner. That is not alto- 
gether surprising, as coverage of 
those events is part of the football 
package. In other words, no parade, 
no game. 





Repeat English Stars’ 
Messages to Americans 


On Shortwave Oct. 19 





The British Broadcasting Co. id 


repeat on Oct. 19 its ‘Calling All | 
Stars’ program in which prominent | 
personages of the stage and screen | 
in England send brief messages to | 
others in New York and Hollywood. 
The repeat will be at 8:15 p.m. 
(New York time) and 5:15 p.m. | 
(Pacific time) this Saturday on the 
25 and 31 metre shortwave bands. 
Under the production supervision of 
Cecil Madden. 

Names involved include Darryl 
Zanuck, Janet Fairbanks, Norma 
Shearer, Helen Hayes, Ruth Gordon, 
Herbert Wilcox, Anna _ Neagle, 
Arthur Loew, Ida Lupino, Arthur 
Schwartz, Katharine Cornell, Guth- 
rie McClintock, Edmund Gwenn, 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Cole Porter, 
Millie BrookyElsie Torrence, Heather 
Angel, Mrs. Emyln Williams, Alex | 
Woolcott, Alec Tempjeton, June 
Clyde and Louella Parsons. 


Swicegood at WKPT 


Kingsport, Tenn., Oct. 15. 
Jesse Swicegood has become man- 
aging director of WKPT in a gen- 
eral reshuffle of the station’s per- 
sonnel, Swicegood comes from 





| WAGA, Atlanta, and succeeds Har- 
old Gray. 


New staff includes Steve Douglas, 
program director; Mary Massengill, 
continuity writer; and Joe Tipton, | 
Warren Denniston and H. E. Lane, 
salesmen. 





| 
| 
SHAW WIDENS CFCF BASE | 
Montreal, Oct, 15. | 

James A. Shaw, manager Station | 
CFCF, is widening sustaining pro- | 


|gram activity with additional writ- 
| ing and vocal talent recently added. 


Among newest productions (starting | 
Oct. 14) is ‘For Ladies Only,’ half- | 
hour morning show, daily except | 
Sunday, with Roberta Beatty fea- | 
tured as femme spieler. | 

Miss Beatty has been active in | 
local strawhats and has appeared in 
Theatre Guild (N.Y.) and NBC Radio | 
Guild productions. ' 


arrangement. Rose Bowlers have 
announced that né money is involved 
in the sew-up, yet last year they 
snubbed Don Lee’s offer of $25,000 
for an exclusive on behalf of Gillette. 
Another razor outfit, Schick, also put 
in a bid. All overtures were met 
with ‘not interested,’ although it was 
whispered that ears would prick up 
at an offer of $50,000. The quotation 
never got past 25G. Understood rea- 
son behind committee's disinterest in 
sponsorship of the game is the mea- 
gre cut that would be left after the 
contesting teams carted off their per- 
centage of the payoff. Bowl reecipts 
are split ‘three ways, with the foot- 
ballers gettirig theirs first after the 
nut is cracked. 


The die is cast, say the Pasadena 
nabobs, and there’s nothing the 
others can do about it. Nothing else 
but carry other Bowl games to com- 
pete against the Coast article, 
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WATTS 


18 Full Hours 
a Day 


Announcing a power increase 
to 250 Watts day and night 
that will WHIZ your sales 
message along in grand style. 
Coverage curves of downright 
class focus close attention 
from 52,229 radio homes in the 
Southeastern Ohio market, of 
which America’s typical city 
of Zanesville is the hub. 


And still working on trim 
figures—our basic daytime 15- 
minute rate remains at $18.50. 


That’s buying radio time, 
where it produces, at a real 
bargain. 


ZANESVILLE, O. 
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Ask a John Blair Man 
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DOORS LOCKED, FCC MILDER 


<sinareeeenneneanenaigpensinme r 


SIME SYMPATHY (2S25asicsst| tee Rural Editors Recruited From School | 





sr sts 














pervisors of foreign programs who Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 15. 


are competent to read the original Vincent G. DeRitis, Jr. an- 
, draft in alien language so there is} mnouncer at WHEC for two years, | 
no necessity for a lot of trouble get-/| quit to take the air in person via apers, to urce 4 





ting interpreters to prepare an| the Army Air Corps. 

English version. Carried to an ex- He decided to join up while 
interviewing Major Barnet W. 
Beers, Army recruiting officer, 








treme, the proposed role might re- 
quire a supervisor to supervise the 





Minneapolis, Oct. 15. ,high school journalists and before 











Although Monday’s Meeting | supervisor. | for WHEC. Earl H. Gammons, WCCO man- | they've embarked on their life ca- 
Opens on Dictatorial Note Will Keep Discs | | Same aes, Tee eek ont t0 erieomne | Moet rural new dit 
With Press Excluded the|, 5‘2tion people were agreeable to members of the board fear it would | the obstacle of the old-time newspa- | recruited from alah gubaed yo ies 
: keeping a file of recordings and ask- be too much of a restriction. | per editors in the state’s rural sec- | and if he can clean up the “anaes : 
Operators of International ing for advance copies of remarks! Though the fifth column alarm-| tions who still turns up his nose and |Gammons believes he'll have the i 
Stations Get More Than’ °Y alien spielers. Principal ques- ists have been clamoring for action! scoffs at the radio or considers it un- | radio and press in Minnesota much | 


tion still to be thrashed out is without delay, no recommendation | desirable competition. In an effort | closer together. So he has offered 























They Hoped whether to insist that microphonists has gone to the Commish. At last/ to bring about more friendliness and|a WCCO Radio Award in the an- 
¥ shall be denied any liberty to sub- week's meetings, no report was re- | closer cooperation between the rural | nual Minnesota High School Press mM 
stitute a word or phrase when they ceived on the hiiddle, and the top! press and the radio, he’ll launch two | Association contests to be presented 
RED TAPE do their stuff. This is an issue for men still are in the dark about what| concrete plans involving the getting | to the paper showing ‘the most ef- a 
the full Commish, since it has some breed of thou shalt’s will be urged! into line of the prospective and bud- | fective treatment of radio news dur- i 
censorship implications and certain for imposition on the DX-ers, | ding rural editors while they’re still ing the year.’ ' 
Washington, Oct. 15. —_—— ' 
~ S 





' Fuss kicked up by broadcasters a 
| year ago when idealistic rule-makers 
decreed that short-wave outlets must 
: radiate ‘culture’ and ‘good will’ is 
i likely to pay an added dividend. 
Awareness of the embarrassment 
which led to indefinite suspension of 
the previous vague regulation has 
apparently slowed down the Federal 
Communications Commission attempt 


to shackle all DX-ers in order to 
prevent ‘possible misuse’ of their fa- 
cilities by alien propagandists, spies 
and agitators, 

Though the war hysteria has died | 
down measurably, the FCC brain | 
trust group did some second guess- | 
ing behind closed doors Monday | 
(14). After announcing that only spe- 
cial guests couid attend, the im-| 
petuous reform element drew a deep | 
breath and listened attentively to | 
the arguments and mild demurrers | 
by representatives of international ! 
operators. Serious consideration was 
given the viewpoint of the individ- 
uals who will have to comply with 
the proposed stiffened requirements, 
and some modification of the initial 
suggested rules looks certain. 

Ban Public Prints 

Hush-hush way in which the Com- 
mish underlngs went about parley- 
ing with the industry people was ex- 
traordinary. In the past, at semi- 
legislative conferences of this nature, 
there never has been any atiempt to | 
throw a wall of secrecy around the} 
exchanges of views. Most of the in- 
formal sessions about changes in ex- 
isting regulations previously have 
been attended by the press—except 
in instances where the subject mat- 
ter was too technical or trivial to 
warrant wasting time taking notes. 
This one was different. Besides 
slamming the door in the faces of 
both trade and daily newspapei 
scribes, Gerald Cross, of the Com- 
mish international department, made 
all participants take the pledge to 
keep their lips sealed. Ostensibly 
so the Commish first could hear re- 
sult of the deliberations direct from 
staff members, rather than through 
the papers. (This concern was in 
sharp distinction to the way in which 
the tightening up effort was launch- 
ed; proposal to require advance 
scripts, translations, and recordings | 
never was laid before the ful body 
until after licensees had received 
Summons to the huddle). 


- emery terns 


















“We feel that WLW is a very important factor in building 


cA nme et maggaren, ee 


consumer-demand in the territory we serve. Our stock 


of merchandise is carefully checked, and a sufficient supply 





is placed on hand to take care of an expected increase 
in sales— whenever we receive notice that a product will 


be advertised over WLW.” 


R. M. FISHER, Vice-Pres. and Gen. Manager 
THE CREASEY CO., Wholesale Grocers, 
Columbus, Ohio 


(Covering 25 Counties) 
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According to info from behind the 
closed doors, the lawyers first were 
inclined to be tough and use the 
same kind of table-pounding tactics 
which caused great humiliation on 
a few previous occasions. In the end, 

é however, cooler heads among the 

Commish whipcrackers predomi- 
nated and a tentative agreement 
was entered by all conferees. Change 
of front startled some of the industry 
negotiators, who have been used to 
hearing ‘...or else’ ultimatum. 

While astounded by the degree of REPRESENTATIVES: New York — Transamerican Broadcasting & Television Corp. Chicage — WLW, 230 N. Michigan Avenue. San Francisce — International Radio Seles, 
courtesy, industry people felt there is 
reason to be more optimistic in the 


future about results of negotiations rf 
with the regulators. Apparently 7 hi e Ai A { 

even the newcomers, who don’t ap- 

Preciate just how hot last year’s po- r 


pi turned out to be, have learned 4 | 
4€sson. As on the recent oc- Y 
| casion when they discovered ytosd Wlerchanidtse- ‘ \ 


\ the comprehensive new application 
blanks fired at all permit seekers | 


Contained a lot of requests that could | : y TA T 4 © he 
i 


bed 
LOUISVILLE CHARLESTON 
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not physically be satisfied. 


Info from the huddle leads to ex- 
Pectation that the red tape concern- 
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‘ survey for the layman of the many | nal. Women's magazine of the air, 
é ? facets of medicine and medical prac-| designed to cover all women’s jn. f 
tice. Beginning Wednesday, Novem- | terests. Each week Alma Mitchell, 
ber 13, at 10:30 p.m., EST, NBC-blue. as editor, 


introduces authorities jn 


| GENERAL L SCIENCE | |] — nee, Tuesday, 2:00 
BY NBC SHOWN IN SCHEDULE FOR 1940-4] - The World Is ; Yours. (Produced in in att, Hooks, from, Here—Sajs Mar. 


nt nove 
j eo operation with the Smithsonian | elist and clubwoman calls her pro. 
| Institution and the U. S. Office of grams ‘practical essays in modern 


i lE Dramatizations of the) living.’ Thursdays, 2:00 p.m., EST 
Saerchinger in the preparation of his ducation. ) , ; , 














script. | world of science as revealed in the |NBC- -blue. 
_————$—— ‘exhibits and expeditions of the) Echoes of History. (Produced jn 
Begins — Evidence of Importance Attached to FINE ARTS | Smithsonian. Year-round feature, | cooperation with the General Fed. 
i iviti ner 32" ———— | Sundays, 4:30 p.m., EST, NBC-red. ‘eration of Women’s Clubs). The 
the Non-Commercial Activities of Network The history of the fine arts through | : ree Pai loriginal scenes of historic orati 
the ages will be the theme of a new | Radio Magic. Dramatizations and ( ns 


5 . v lar > asis fo his series 
weekly series to start in November. | Commentary by Orestes D. Caldwell, |are the gt llcraag teed re 
. jabs i F x : nr . 50} . S. -rnate 
=+ a] . . > > ste s > oO » m4 
An examination of the programs, present, featuring orchestra of the) The programs will show the fine | noted ee ee r he. | Wednesdays, 2:15 pm. EST. NBC. 
the National Broadcasting Co. has Eastman School of Music. Resumes | arts as an expression of the culture layman, on fascinating radio phe- 
ne Natic s 0. as 


| el blue; alternates with Let's Tal 
ote 1940-41 Saturday, Nov. 2, at 12 noon, EST, | of their age. | nomena. Mondays, 7:15 p.m., EST, a 
scheduled for the season of “31 NBC-Red. | 


| NBC-blue. Yettow. which presents prominent 
i i F 7 guests with stimulating ideas for 
discloses the considerable scope and Music and American Youth (pro- | PUBLIC AFFAIRS # te ELIGION ay | Tene. g 
variety of ‘public service’ programs , duced in cooperation with the Ma | — — _ : a | R | 
t tl is time and the earmarking of tional Music Educator’s Conference). | Amer ca’s Town eeting o 5 does 
at this ti r 





————————— |__ Isabel Manning Hewson’s Morning 
Series featuring orchestras and out-| Air. (Produced in cooperation with | In addition to the regular broad- | Market Basket. Topics of interest to 
- « aS . 


ines . f° . . ? ‘ .). Returns for its | casts produced in cooperation with| women with prominent guest speak- 
standing instrumentalists from Amer- | Town Hall, Inc 
pose. Perhaps never before was the | jca's high schools, colleges, and uni- | Sixth season Thursday, Nov. 14, at | the three major faiths of the coun-|ers. Thursdays, 9:30 am, EST, 


a lot of radio periods for that pur- 











schedule of a network for ‘social’ | yersities. Resumes Sunday, Nov. 3, | 9:35 p.m., EST, NBC-blue., | try, NBC is planning coverage of | NBC- -red. Also heard locally over 
purposes so extensive and detailed. | at 11:30 a.m., EST, NBC-red. | National Radio Forum. (Pro- | important events of religious | a Tuesday mornings. 
It represents, too, innumerable tie-| Eastman School of Music concerts duced in cooperation with the Wash- cance during the 1940-41 season Alma Kitchell’s’ Briefcase. In. 
: oF e . “ae er aaa apn ede “oncress- | - hats about radio and it 
ups by NBC with pressure groupS| and Rochester Civic Orchestra’ ington Star). Talks by Congress formal c ad id its 
and other bodies. evening concerts are scheduled for men and other government officials |FORMAL EDUCATION| listeners by Miss Kitchell. Fridays, 
The following is a break-down Of | return in December and January on topics of current national inter- | Aaanatedie itanhban were. (Pro. | 6:05 p.m., EST, NBC-blue. 
the schedule: . ad at respectively. | est. Resumes Monday, Nov. 1, 10:30) a ced in cooperation with the Amer- | June Hynd’s Guest Book. June 
MUSIC ee _DRAMA__ ") Pas Sees ee lican Education Committee.) De-|Hynd offers listeners opportunity to 
NBC Music Appreciation Hour University of Chicago Round \oteq to educational problems and | share their thoughts about radio 


Table. (Produced in cooperation | : : is | through letters written to the Guest 
Oct. 18, 1040, through May 2, 1941,| | Greet Pine, Returned tr ta feasts | Wutn the. Universtiy of" Chicago). ai, Teation to national life, Thls| ae teeadayn, 80 poe EST 
Fridays. 2-3 p. m., EST., apts at — p.m season aBC-bioe, ‘The The oldest educational program con-| 3. well as professional educators. NBC-red. 
Dr. ener Demerosen. — ee | initial pin, EST, ‘Cavalcade of, tinuously on the air. Sundays, 2:30 platen for its third season, Satur- The Traveling Cook. Richard 
Shere p sethantes ‘cen stesn 24 (Deanne from Greece to Broadway,’ | P-m., EST, NBC-red. | day, Oct. 19, at 12:00 noon, EST, | Kent, noted World traveler and 
the NBC Music Appreciation Hour | surveyed the background of the 25 Foreign Policy Association Pro- NBC-blue. Utilizes a variety oe, - discussions of food and 
the 13th. He will follow his well-| masterworks to be presented during grams. (Produced in cooperation | technique, including round table and People. Saturdays, 10:15 a.m., EST, 
established plan of previous seasons. | the series. | with the Foreigr. Policy Association) 








. NBC-blue, and Thursdays at 2:15, 
| , : ; : ; interview. m. EST. NBC-blue 

Four series of half-hour programs,| Radio Guild.. Dramas written ex-| Discussions of foreign policy by saaartieaiaaairimanpsammnciinasccnstin TR ’ . 

A. B. C and D, graded to meet the pressly for radio. Saturdays, 9:30 members of the Association's re- | VOCATIONAL | | General Federation of Women’s 

requirements of different age levels, | p.m., EST, NBC-blue. search staff. Sundays, 2:15 p.m., | | GUIDANCE | | (Clubs Program. (Produced in co- 

will be presented on alternate weeks. — LITERATURE —— EST, NBC-blue. | 


operation with the General Federa- 
Series A (orchestral instruments and | ‘’m An American.’ (Produced in on Your Job. Widely Pree) vam tion of Women’s Clubs). Directed to 
voices) and C (musical forms) are American "Pilgrimage. Somes of , cooperation with the Immigration jact season for its dramas of Amer- | Consumers as an aid in shopping. 
broadcast during the first half of America’s most famous prose writers | and Naturalization Service of the | jea's_ work and workers, On Your Saturdays, 12:00 noon, EST, NBC- 
the program on alternate weens, will be visited and described over | U. S. Department of Justice). De-| Joh yeturned for its second season | | red. 
while Series B (music as laa the NBC-blue network by Ted Ma- | voted to an exposition by distin- Sunday, Oct. 6, at 1:30 p.m, EST, ——¢HILDREN 
sive medium) and D (lives a lone during the next seven months | guished naturalized Americans of over the MRCwred. Based on re-|! a 
Guriag the fast halt of tha pre ee as he swings across the country in | the privileges and responsibilities of search into vocational problems by “The Children’s Hour. A full hour 
during the last half of the programs a series of ‘American Pilgrimage’ | the democratic way of life. Albert Seats Menaih MOL ok tn Asasienk el Gelie Galeteiemdy Gee stiteen, 
age Fe tg ig ge intended main- | Preadeasts. Began Sunday, Oct. 13, Einstein, Thomas Mann, William ters 

peries A anc are intenaex nain- - 














. = hs ‘ i 
Knud I Berlin ha been Association for Adult Education,| Mondays through Fridays, 5:00 p.m., 
at 2 LOT nuasen, Irving eriin have been |,, . . ; , ae e. The * comprises 
lv for young listeners (Grades 4 to , 2° < P- ™., EST. : “i i = this series was conceived in a belief | EST, NBC-blu The hour comprises 
7 oo 2 ee, “aie ’ ‘ . This is the second such trip guests during past months. Marlene 
8), while Series C and D are suitable 


| f NBC’s ‘B Dietrich. Lynn Fontanne. Dr. Wal- | tat American workers need to and wot Sail,” a gener story of five 
j j j 1e oC P ne a ; ' = 1et Nn, 4. n < ’ ° ai~ i ar aS > >} “a re Se: mic Jas 1cor- 
for junior and senior high school | >Y the commentator of NBC's ‘Be : waned stokowski | Want to know about each other. The | ‘ lildren at sea, which was incor 
tudent All four series are fol-| tween the Bookends.’ Last year he | ter Damrosch, Leopold Stokowski programs are designed to depict all|Porated in the Children’s Hour Oc- 
students. I 8) se S al i ‘ . : ee . % M ill be heard on fu- gr% S ¢ sig 
. . : . traveled 12,000 miles, broadcasting and Paul Muni wi e heard ¢ 
lowed with profit by thousands of ’ , : 





. “osr: |kinds of work scenes, introduce tober 7; Irene Wicker’s Musical 
college and adult listeners. from the homes of 32 noted Ameri- ture programs. Pete | workers of all types, and show how Stories, with a variety of story ma- 
In addition to the broadcasts, NBC | Ca" poets during his initial ‘Pil- or PSYCHOLOGY | Sebiiiahieds ait “attempting to deal terial from traditional tales to true 
makes available at nominal cost to | 8rimage of Poetry’ series. | — —j|with their vocational problems. | Seewses of great men and women; 
students, teachers and the general; Meet Mr. Weeks. Edward Weeks, | ‘Human Nature in Action,’ Dr, _____ | ‘Bud Barton,’ drama of real boys 
public a teacher’s guide containing | editor of the Atlantic Monthly, in| }7..51q p. Lasswell, political scien-  . AVIATION and their problems. 
suggestions to teachers for utilizing | discussion and dramatization of lit- tist and psychiatrist, dramatizes and | Te 1! Censh-to-Coast ca @ Bus. Milton 
the Music Appreciation Hour most) erature. Back for its second s€a- | explains the whys and hows of pres- Wings Over America. Devoted to|Cross guides the children of this 
effectively, and four students’ work- | Son Tuesday, Nov. 12, at 9:35 p.m., ent-day national popular movements | the story of aviation, this series is! program through a series of enter- 
books, one for each series, for the EST, NBC-blue. and the factors which motivate hu-|designed to be informative andj taining adventures. Sundays, 9:15 
purpose of promoting listener ac-| ‘Between the Bookends.’ Year- | 1.2, pehavior. Current series (Tues- | stimulating for both old and young a.m., EST, NBC-blue. 
tivity and participation. round five-day-a-week seature. . In- days, 11:15 p.m., EST, NBC-red) | listeners, and to help them under- | Our Barn. Madge Tucker, known 
Estimated audience: 6,000,000 | formal program of poetry and com | ends Nov. 12. | stand the importance of aviation in|tg children everywhere as the L ady 
weekly. ; ment on books by Ted Malone. Mon- | __ * the national life of America. Drama- |Next Door, presents a series of 
Rochester rte pecan ate ag oo Rate Wl Fridays, 1:15 p.m., | -ECONOMICS — oe tization and commentary. Sundays,|weekly shows from her famous 
tinee concerts resume Monday, | EST, } -blue. — " mr this “ ie 
eo a oe 2:30 pm. EST, NBC- Story-Dramas by Olmsted. Nelson Several short series, similar r to last install p.m., EST, NBC-red. Prowind = child actors she ae 
Blue. | Olmsted in dramatizations and dis- | season’s ‘Next Step Forward’ and | AGRICULTURE _ | raine . aturdays, 11:30 a.m., EST, 
NBC Symphony Orchestra, re-| cussions of the world’s great short | ‘Public Affairs Weekly,’ are planned. NBC-blue. 


fumes Saturday, Oct. 12, 10 p.m..| stories. Olmsted plays all the parts. National Farm and Home steur. | Bright Idea Club Young people 
EST, NBC-Blue, under direction of | Heard Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednes- NATURAL SCIENCES | (Produced in cooperation with the|exchange ideas for using leisure 
Hans Wilhelm Steinberg; Toscanini | days at 10:00 p.m., EST, NBC-blue. TN and the World. (Produced in |U- S. Dept. of Agriculture and other | time. Conducted by Madeline Grey. 
returns November 23. 














ae anaes: sroups). News, music : informa- | Saturdays, 10:30 a.m., EST, NBC- 
New Friends of Music. The New | _ HISTORY | pt eg sage Ma aes oo lox as Peas aneiat "te yrcenve red. ‘ ; 
York Chamber Music Organization —— —————— | seum of Natural History in New| |. homemakers. Mondays through 
opens its 1940-41 season of Sunday| ‘The Story Behind the Headlines, | York and the Museum of Science Saturdays. 12:30 p.m EST, NBC- 
x broadcasts from Town Hall on Oct. | Produced in cooperation with the and Industry in Chicago). Dramatic a a 
} 20, from 6:05-7 p.m., EST, over the | American Historical Association, with | panorama of scientific exploration, | ~” | 
WBC-Blue. The New Friends this| Cesar Saerchinger, veteran foreign | discovery, and research, drawn from | SAFETY ca Lal 
year will be heard for sixteen con-| Correspondent. Will resume in No-| the resources of two of America’s |! a 
4 secutive Sundays. Lotte Lehmann| vember. A panel of eminent schol-/| great museums. Beginning Satur- | ‘Watch Your Step.’ Music, com- 
and other eminent soloists will be | ars of the American Historical As- | day, October 26, at 8:15 p.m., EST, |edy, and information devoted to the 
featured during the series. | sociation will do research for the | NBC-blue. 


furtherance of safety in the home. 
‘Milestones in the History of | series, and each week a specialist The first program and alternate | With Fields and Hall. Saturdays, | 
Music.’ Comprehensive survey of in the particular field of current his-| programs thereafter will originate |9:15 a.m., EST, NBC-red. 
music from the earliest times to the, tory under discussion will assist! j, Chicago: the second program and ‘Sunday Drivers.’ Music and in-| 
EE 


alternate broadcasts thereafter, in | formation devoted to the furtherance | 


| New York. of safe driving. With Fields and | 
WINS LARGER auautnce! 
Sd 








The Chicago programs will be Hali. Sundays, 9:30 a.m., EST, NBC- 
| adapted from the exhibits and re- red. 
earch of that city’s museum. Pro- — ——_—__——— | DON’T MISS 
grams will deal with such themes | | _ HOBBIES | 


as light, heat, sound, weather, time pag aT Peete 


| 

| ’ A ’ ‘ . 

| communications Calling All Stamp re ollectors. 
Pee ae , (Produced in cooperation with the 
| Programs from the American ,,,.- gis, ’ —- . 
,;._». | National Federation of Stamp 
| Museum based the . | 












on institution’s , . : : 
, Clubs), News and information of in- 
exhibits and expeditions, will in- 


* ‘With grate and Radio in 


tw the sy ll Story of Fire,’ ‘The Story 5m. RST NBC-ree, re eee TONIGHT ¢ 
INTERMOUNTAIN We Stone Age,’ ‘The Mystery Dino- [WOMEN’S INTERESTS| 
saur.’ bd ed 


| ‘Raising a President. ’ (Produced in | 

|PHYSICAL SCIENCES | cooperation with the Children’s Bu- : b Ni 

—— + - reau of the U. S. Department of La- i 
Unlimited Horizons. (Produced in 

cooperation with Stanford Univer- | 


| “The Adventures of a Modern 
sity, The University of California, Mother.’ A new dramatic series de- 
and California Institute of Tech-|.isneq to help mothers in the train- | 
nology.) A new weekly broadcast ing of their children. The series 
series devoted to the physical | deals with happenins in daily family || Ipana and Sal Hepatica bring 
sciences, to be heard over the NBC- | living 


rather than with abstract | rou Tim mile” with Dinah 
blue, beginning Friday, Nov. 1, at) psychological principles. Mondays, ang egg 


bor). 








11:30 p.m. EST. | 2:00 p.m, EST, NBC-blue. Began || Shore, Bobby meager Or- 
~ Oct. 14. || chestra, Reaand Davis, Tommy j 
7 BIOLOGICAL Pin Money Party. Third new se-|] Mack, and Eddie, himself. i 
The POPULAR Station . | SCIENCES ries in the women’s schedule, Pin | 
| —___——_— ————__——— | Money Party, is designed to help | = x 
Salt Lake City | Doctors at Work. (Produced in| American women capitalize their | Ipana—Sal Hepatica 
a ; 


| cooperation with the American! natural 


talents. 
Medical Association.) A dramatic 


| Alma Kitchell’s Streamline Jour- | 
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PUBLICITY PAYOFFS ILLEGAL 


Red's Soap 28.2% Ahead of 1939 





NBC-red network is 28.2% ahead so far this year on business from 
soap laundry manufacturers and the indications are that this source 


alone will bring the network $5,700,000 for the current year. 


The 


red’s billings on laundry soap biz for the first nine months of 1939 was 


$3,603,627. For the like period of ’ 


40 it’s $4,619,658, CBS’ billings from 


the same industry during the initial nine months of 1939 was $2,917,444, 

while this year it’s $2,894,547. The margin downward figures .8%. 
Procter & Gamble continues to be the red link’s No. 1 customer. 

Last year P & G’s portion of the billings on the red for the first nine 


months came to $4,098,261. 


So far this year the red network’s gross 


turnover for plugging the same manufacturer’s soap and other prod- 


ucts is $4,098,261. 
has been $1,377,613. 
$1,649,345. 


Columbia’s billings to the same source this year 
Last year for the comparative period it was 


In terms of quarter-hour units per week P & G’s allocation to the 


red this season is 91, and CBS, 22. 


As for station quarter-hour periods 


the same account during the first week in October had 3,459 on the red 


and 735 on CBS. During the like 
the red and 237 on Columbia. 


week in 1930 the ratio was 116 on 


P & G currently has 26 different programs on the two networks. 








ENCLOSE COIN 


| WNAX’s Pancake Fiesta 


Yankton, S. D., Oct. 15. 
For the 12th consecutive year, 





FOR SOLDIERS .:.02"e"=%: 





Regina, Sask., Oct. 15. 
People sending in requests for ‘The 
Mailbag Program,’ aired daily over 
CHAB, Moose Jaw, are now being 
asked to enclose one penny 
each request so that the station can 
buy cigarettes for soldiers overseas. 


Program is made up entirely of, 
recordings dedicated to listeners and | 


announcements of forthcoming events 
in the Moose Jaw district. 





with | 


| wound up its Pancake festival, inno- 


| vations including an outdoor show 
| with stage acts and impromptu pro- 
| grams in various parts of the sta- 
| tion’s building. 

| Total of 85,000 pancakes were 
served to guests, about 90% of 
| whom came from the immediately 
surrounding territory in Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, North Dakota and Ne- 
braska, 


142,800 persons were served. Other | 


| figures: 1,060 pounds of butter, 670 


Figuring an average of two | 
cakes to a serving, that meant about | 


- ——_—— 


PRO TALENT MUST 


———_—_— 


Otherwise Radio Enjoys 
Liberal Interpretation of 
Wage-Hour Laws—Public 


Service, Interview and 
Charity Broadcasts Ex- 
empt 


$50 MAKES AN EXEC 





Washington, Oct. 15. 
Under the new ruling effective 
Oct. 24 most broadcasting employees 
earning more than $50 a week will 


| be exempt from the provision of the 
| Wage-Hour law requiring time-and- 
| a-half pay for anything more than 
ithe standard work period. Col. 
| Philip E. Fleming, head of the Wage- 
hour Division, approved Monday 
/ (14) an interpretation of his associ- 
| ates to that effect. Clerical work- 
}ers in the industry will still be en- 
| titled to added compensation if they 
are worked overtime, but salesmen, 
‘engineers, talent, production and 
|;news men and a few other class of 
employees will not fall within the 
| scope of the overtime angle. 
Another ruling by Col. Philip B. 
Fleming, administrator, exempting 
'‘voluntary public participants’ in 
programs such as man-in-the-street 
and quiz-game broadcasts. 








State of Jalisco Broadcasts Partly 





‘Raising a President’ 





‘Raising a President’ is the title 
of a new program broadcast over 
NBC blue under the auspices of 
the Children’s Bureau of U. S. 
Labor Department. 

It dramatizes incidents in the 
life of the Young Family and 
includes a commentary on child 
care, 


STOP CITY TAX 











Hot Springs, Ark., Oct. 15. 
KTHS, operated by the _ !ocal 
Chamber of Commerce, last week 
obtained in a local court an injunc- 
tion restraining the city from col- 
lecting an occupation tax from the 
station. Judge ruled that the sta- 
tion is a non-profit organization op- 
erated by a civic body and that col- 
lection of the tax would tend to in- 

terfere with interstate commerce. 
Case was a test of a recently 
enacted ordinance providing for 
| taxation of radio stations. City gov- 
|ernment proposes to appeal the de- 


| cision to the state supreme court. 








AGAINST KTHS 





GET MINIMUM __'n English for American Tourists 


Mexico City, Oct. 15. 

Jalisco, western Mexican state, is 
the latest Mexican commonwealth to 
realize the importance of radio to 
advertise its commercial, artistic and 
tourist advantages, for Gov. Silvano 
Barba Gonzalez has engaged John 
G. Buttner, American air engineer, 
to proceed with the installation of a 
5,000-watt station in Guadalajara, 
the Jalisco capital. Coin for the en- 
terprise has been put up largely by 
the state gevernment, with the gov- 
ernor ponying in prominently, and 
from donations by Guadalajara and 
other Jalisco businessmen. 


Inauguration of this station, set for 
Nov. 20 (Revolution Day), is counted 
upon by the Jalisco chiefs to be of 
far-reaching benefit for putting 
their state on the map, not only in 
Mexico, but in the U.S. and also to 
wise up Jalisco businessmen, long 
ultraconservative in their advertis- 
ing methods, to the cash potency of 
ether publicity. 


Gov, Barba Gonzalez, in announc- 
ing plans for this station, which will 
be the most powerful of any state- 
government radio in Mexico, said 
that he is confident that its broad- 
casts, which will be in English as 
well as Spanish, will attract more 
American tourists to Jalisco. Jalisco 
is served from the U. S. by daily 
aviation from Los Angeles to Mexice 
City, the Southern Pacific Railway 


Des Moines.—Bruce Grant is a'gallons of syrup, 520 pounds of _ They are Glen (Shorty) Hogan has joined | from Nogales, and two scenic high- 
new announcer at KSO-KRNT, com- | sugar, 970 quarts of cream, 67,280 | not employees of the radio stations| tye Sunset Corners Symphony at| ways, one from Nogales, the other 
ing from WMT, Davenport. | muffins. | (Continued on page 46) ‘WHO, Des Moines, Ia. from Laredo, Tex., via Mexico City. 
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PHILADELPHIA 


50,000 WATTS 





Philadelphia's most popular station 


sends your sales story into 33.9% 


more homes than any other station 
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Commercials on news broadcasts 


in Canada will hereafter be limited 





Los Angeles, Oct. 15. 


mental transmitter 
Demonstration was witnessed by a 
| group of newspapermen and engi- 


W3XE recently. | 


| torney Henry Williams and live in Miami....Ed East has reopened a biisi- 
| ness office now that he has beaucoup program and problems.... 
| Eleanor L. Larsen, radio director of Geyer, Cornell & Newell, slight) 


iy 


t d ifi j y acc | j jured in an accident in her home, will be out for seve ral da , Fi ed 
spo ~) i ] Cc ord- R aCe , 4 y I ee n od mere ¢ W: . iele . in) P : Pp ? 

to : nsor 1 jenti ication on d bess" = ece ntly ommy ce tur - } neers at the arwilkc k hote l. Groppe 1 f th Co apt n agenc) : vacationing in N Ww Engla a 4m 

ing to a ruling issued last W eek {as I songwriter and supplied the I 0 ¢€ Ir 0 y e n 


expected) by the Canadian Broad-| 


melody of ‘Angel Beware’ to the 
























































By JANE WEST. 


‘NOW RADIO'S MOST. POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER’ TEARS smo [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap: 99" 





LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EST 
IN... 


5:45-6 P.M., EST 
Dir, COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 


| Watching the game from the seven- | 











filiates by Weber were as follows: 


1. Are you interested in subscrib- 
ing individually to AP 


‘2. If so, what is your present news 
service? | 
‘3. If so, what is the length of your | 
present news service commitment? 
‘4. If so, what might you be in- 
terested in paying AP for their ser- | 
vice for local commercial use as well | 
as network sustaining?’ | 
Waldo Abbot, head of the radio de- 
partment of the University of Michi- | 


gan, is getting out a second, revised} 
edition of his ‘Handbook of Radio,’ | 








COAST TO COAST 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


now textbook in 61 colleges. 


Merry Macs, who have been doing a film in Hollywood, make first radio 


through | 
Mutual for local use on a basis to be | 
negotiated with AP? | 




















$j . 
| Edmonton already has CJCA, 1,000 | Gity 
| watts, and CFRN, 100 watts. 


THE MARTINS 


“TEXACO STAR THEATRE,” CBS, WEDNESDAYS 
9 TO 10 P.M., EST 
ALSO 


“LOUISIANA PURCHASE" Imperial, N. Y. 


VOCAL ARRANGEMENTS AND DIRECTION BY 


HUGH MARTIN 


PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 


FRED STEELE 


® Rockefeller Plaza, New York City—Suite 601 
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/Radio Spieler on Opposite Side of F the Productio (e tr : 
; ~ : | a Field Complicates rom it Nl es $ 
iiladel > 
Newscast Rule For Canadian Radio radia, Oct 18. | Reaeanenenen scale 
Football game between University | “ 
+ of msacuatinaedia and the University | IN NEW YORK CITY i 
| of Maryland at Franklin Field was | Harriette Leifert, secretary to Milton Biow, quits Nov. 1 to marry at. 
Montreal, Oct. 15. | Just Havin’ Fun televised by Philco over its experi- 











. “" in |by-nine screen of the tele receiver) guest date of season Oct. 24 on Raymond Paige's ‘Musical Americana’. ___ 
casting Corp. Mention of the spon-| words of J. C. Lewis, Jr. = | was like having a seat on the 20 yard| Curtis Adler, interpreter in the Surrogate’s Court, doing ‘What's in a y 
sor can be made only at the begin-| put him on even terms with line. The action of the entire game| Name’ program on WBBC, Brooklyn....Boys who attended George Engles’ f 
ning and end of each newscast and) rival station owner, Earle C. | wee easy to follow, although when | ‘school for concert managers’ at NBC last spring haven’t been placed. 
there can be no centre commercials) Anthony, who composed an Ha- | ine pall moved up field the watcher! something else to blame on Hitler....Emilio Azcarraga left New York for 
or spot announcements immediately! waiian ditty some time ago. Just lhad to move close to the screen to'| XEW, Mexico City, due to serious illness of his general manager, Othon 
preceding or following news pro-; to keep the go ge pee get a clearer view. Velez....Ted Byron, ex-continuity director at WINS, peddling a partici- 
grams. | wens — d y eeisae fa aioe | The game was described by Bill} pation program idea. 
Three plans were submitted in’ ee ee ‘ within the | Slater, of Atlantic gas. This threw | Joan Banks playing the supporting femme leads this season on the Kate 
July in an effort to solve the news- tanto al i ‘Cee and immedi-_ | the watcher off as Slater was in the | Smith show. She also has leads on This Small Town, Crime Doctor and 
casting problem. The decision ar- ores ‘amen it Mt. Holliway. jnorth stands ‘while the television | the recorded Mary Foster, the Baitor's ~-eage -ebAE Ds iscoll, WOR 
rived at is apparently in line with The next move is awaited in |cameras were in the south, When | special features and news head, to live three ays with the army at Fort 
sestions made by N. L. Nathan- pagent ithe gabber announced the runner! Dix, N. J., to gather material for a series of programs about military 
pit nigeria a ; te-Cang.' doth camps. | was going to his left, the tele screen | training routine....Cecilia Loftus, legit actress and mimic, joined cast of 
son, head of Famous Players-Cana-  _ was going t uis left, the 5} a ‘harl Stark ine ‘Gs B te 
dian Corp., who is vice-chairman of |showed him going to the right and | ‘Meet Miss Julia ..»-Charles : —— ee rang usters also 
Governors of the CBC. Fl f KMOX | vice versa. doing ‘Mother o Mine. .. -Lawson Zerbe joined cast of Aunt Jenny 
the Board of Gi . Harry annery 0 | The action was picked up by two James Monks added to ‘Kate Hopkins, Angel of Mercy. 
Other stipulations are that stations a . Bed vos geicte. geet lng Beit ae Mal, 
eee —— — To Berlin for CBS Web; telescopic lenses installed on scaffold- IN HOI I YWOOD 
a Aopen! rates : :- nt e ° ° ing suspended from the upper tier of | &! med > @ Ss 
vate stations are not to be yr gh a Family Stays In Chicago the stands, picking up two fields of Ritz brothers are being put on wax by Batten, Barton, Durstine & Os- 
to use them. To protect the laction. This was transmitted by} borne. Lou Forbes directs the music and Warren Hull is in as emcce 
newscasts Nathanson suggested that . |wire to a control room where four! Wayne Griffin, who has auditioned a dozen shows for the agency, will i 
no station should be permitted = St. Louis, Oct. 15. engineers and a director viewed it) again be at the controls....NBC waived its rule on plattered interludes 
broadcast news within a period of Harry W. Flannery, vet news on two television receivers. so that the first earthly howls of Bob Burns’ newborn could be heard on 
30 to 60 minutes either before or analyst for KMOX, has been named The director. acting in the capacity | Kraft Music Hall. He did the recording himself... .Bob Crosby making 
after any national news program, but Berlin correspondent for the Colum- | Pr eerie sietuve disectex. decided | daily trips to the hospital for treatment of a throat ailment... Dick Powell 
this regulation may be modified un-| pig Broadcasting System and — which gave the best wlctuse of the | emceed a show for a drug store tenant in his new building. Recently 
der special circumstances. | today via the American Clipper ae ‘action, and placed that one on the! doubled as landlord-entertainer for a dime store renter in Long Beach. 
The Government attitude, as for-| the German capital. The age onl air. Switching from one camera to| John Swallow, NBC program chief, bought a new manse just off the Bob 
merly expressed, was that no news signment climaxes we yous © oY sie ‘the other caused momentary black- | Hope acres....They can’t accuse Tracy Moore of not being true blue to 
should be sponsored on any station , Paper and radio ‘ence ae outs on the receiving screen. the blue. Since his appointment as Coast sales chief of NBC’s blue he's 
and that all sustaining news used by ad\ ent into yadle occ ' | Wine ieeeeee were then transmitted | gone for an ensemble of that pigment. ... Marvin Young, NBC producer, 
: ‘req | years ago when as editor of a Ft. | : | Serving a captaincy in Army Reserve....Charlie Vanda back at his CBS 
any station should be acquired | +, yne, Ind., newspaper he was in-|from the control booth to Conven-| 40° t ; : ete ‘ >h : 
hrough the CBC only. Nathanson Nas ne, nd., n spap we | theme Sete eheet Sone yards away, | desk a ter seven weeks east on biz and play... -Ben Alexander anded the 
throug mitted  Vited by WOWO to do a NewS COM= | ne thaw woe . : ~;| announcing berth on Arch Oboler’s ‘Everyman's Theatre’....NBC’s Joe i 
advocated that stations be poy “ ment program. He scored sc solidly | “ — = — sent to Philco plant | Parker, Charlie Smith and George Volger on the mend after surgery.. ' 
to buy news and continue as here- 11.) he abandoned newspaper work. the nort eastern section of the | Harrison Holliway, KFI-KECA headman, named chairman of radio divi- 
tofore except for the limitation Of yi. wife and small daughter will chy. From here it _— rebroadcast | sion for Community Chest drive....Top press agent stunt of the new 
commercials to sponsor identifica- jive in Chicago during his European | °”? Philco’s television sransmitver to season was the NBC gang’s promotion of an honorary sergeancy in the 
tion. Under the latest CBC ruling’ .ojourn, |about 300 sets in the Philly area. ! air corps for Edgar Bergen’s dummy. Newsreels and mag photogs 
the Nathanson proposals are ap- Most of these are owned by engi-| overpoard FP 
scone being carried A? —s Vacations for Staff | neers of sthcantte iota 
than the more stringent methods Paui White, head of CBS’ news eS ee es 7 
suggested from other quarters, | and special events department, stated IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 
| yesterday (Tuesday) that as soon e NBC will feed third act of ‘Masked Ball’ to Blue web from War Memorial 
| as Flannery has established himself Mutual Asks: Opera House here Wednesday (23) while second act of ‘Carmen’ will go 
RESERVE DECISION | in Berlin arrangements will be made | TC on the Red Nov. 2....Bob Anderson, KSFO newscaster, has hung up 
|to give Edwin Hartridge and Bill) ‘ a world record for diction and pronunciation by making an average of 
ON THE COMMUNISTS Shirer, in turn, a six to eight weeks | No Yy W t only four errors per hour against a normal rating of 45 for the nation 
| vacation in the United States. It} oll all also did six successive newscasts without a single error, according to 
will give the pair, who have been | check by Noyes McKay, Berkeley voice-clocker....K ROW inaugurating 
Rochester, N. ¥., Oct. 15, | 0M duty in Berlin since the outbreak | 9 two new debate programs, one ‘You Are the Judge,’ in co-op with Oakland 
, eer F of the war, a chance not only to 9 | Jr. C. of C. and University of California, the other ‘High Schools and 
Supreme Court Justice John Van’ clay, but to get the ‘feel of their ee or as e@ | Democracy’ in collab with Oakiand Board of Education....First baseball 
Voorhis reserved decision last week | own country again.’ | game to be recorded then edited down and recut before airing was aired 
on local Communist Party plea for| fie Severeid, of Columbia's Lon- | by KSFO this week. Match was between teams at Blindcraft Home here 
mandatory injunction to compel | gon staff, is already on his way to| ....Troy Harper, Allan Kees and R. W. Dumm handled the assignment 
WSAY to air series of Communist | the United States for a vacation. He's Mutual stations have until this| latter's dad, W. I. Dumm, owner of KSFO and KROW, lost $3,500 worth of 
Sunday talks recently barred by the | ,ow at Lisbon awaiting Clipper pas-| Saturday (19) to decide whether personal belongings when his car was jimmied open while parked in front 
station ‘as not in the public inter-| .45¢. This will leave Ed Murrow | they want to pay for the Associated | of an Oakland eatery this week....New compositions will get a breakin 
est.’ Interested parties are wonder- and Larry LeSueur in the London | press’ service. If the response is/ on a new show inaugurated by KGO under title ‘San Francisco Presents.’ 
ing if decision will be made before office. | negative WGN, Chicago, will be| Features Ricardo, Camilla Romo, Nimo Bonaldi and the Three Cheers 
election, as series was aimed for po- | barred from continuing to feed AP| Porter Anderson, Folger Coffee Co.'s ad mgr, boasting that his firm’s ‘Best 
litical effect. ani ; WwW |bulletins to the network. Fred Buys’ show on KSFO is proving a springboard to fame....Former auction- 
Six talks had been broadcast be- Sid Dickler at Wws | Weber, Mutual’s general manager,| eers on the sell-anything spot include Bob Garred, now a network new 
fore ban was ordered and seven Pittsburgh, Oct. 15. | last week circulated among the web’s| caster, and John Nelson, who has moved to Hollywood as an agency 
more had been contracted for, four After a five-year absence, Sid affiliated copies of a letter he had| producer. 
of which already have been missed. Dickler’s ‘Revue in Rhythm,’ a fore-|JuUSt received on the subject from the Thug surprised Jack Gregson, KSFO announcer, by jamming gun in his 
wee | nner of ‘Bandwagon’ type of pro-| AP with a request that they answer | ribs as Gregson and wife were unlocking car in downtown area afte 
sram. has been resumed on indie sta- | 2" appended questionaire, attending movie. Mikeman swung a haymaker at bandit, who found ft his 
tion WWSW. It’s a Half hour weekly The AP letter points out that with | turn to be surprised and fled.....KROW, indie station, has made news- 
spot, with Dickler’s band, vocalist} the other networks now paying for | paper tie-up with Oakland Post-Enquirer, airing paper’s sports columnist, 4 
Mary Krieg and Harry Pearce, with| the AP service the latter is ‘in the| Lester Grant, on thrice-weekly basis. Other Oakland paper, the Tribune 
'the local maestro interviewing a/anomalous position’ of furnishing | ha; its own station, KLX....Construction work on Frisco’s first televisio 
" name band leader in town on every| this material gratis to Mutual. ‘Up! station will begin in about three months. Plans for visual unit were give! 
j show. | to the present,’ states the letter,’ in- | going-over this week by Ray Coffin, program director for W6XAO, Don 
Dickler is a WWSW vet, having) dependent stations unaligned with) Lee telecaster in L. A., and Bill Pabst, KFRC manager. 
been the first leader to play on that! Associated Press member news- | + — 
'station when its first studio in the| papers have been receiving the As- | r " 
Hotel Schenley was dedicated. One| sociated Press service over the net- | University of Albe rta | 
thing ‘Revue in Rhythm’ won't have} work without contributing to the . ‘ : 
to worry about is publicity. Dickler| service, but they have not had the | Station May Go Commersh 
NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 'himself is a p.a., with several local ‘Associated Press report at their dis- | Edmonton, Alta. Oct. 15. | 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. band and cafe accounts, when ‘he| posal for sponsorship programs. In CKUA, 500-watter operated by the 
isn’t waving a baton. He’s also a| accordance with the plan whereby University of Alberta, is expected to 
OL Miia a Ge tate PMR dela, g brother of Milton Karle (Dickler), ae hee nig Press report is now |be renovated and re-equipped if the 
. p.a. for Johnny Long. available to Mutual on an exchange} board of governors gives the okay 
| of news differential basis, it might at its next meeting. Possibility is 
_ —e | Be possible for the nen -~Associated that the station would get a new | 
| Press me mbers to subscribe for the| transmitter and would enter the The ONLY Radie 
Associated Press service through} commercial field. Hitherto its op- | . . 
; | Mutual on a commercial and sus-| erations have been confined to edu- | Transmitter of this 
g mal q | wg ene pa local use as well as cational programs under the direc- | or greater power 
" si wat the ne bist | tion of the department of extension | within 75 miles of 
nig 1] The inquiries put to Mutual af- | at the university. ¢ 
i” Se eee a — ——— | 
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What a Football Announcer Needs 


Bill Stern, speaking on the Mort Lewis program ‘Behind the Mike’ 
en NBC Sunday (13), detailed the service requirements of a football 
announcer. Coaches and stadium officials are asked to provide or 
make possible: 

1. Advance information of the exact location of announcer’s micro- 
phones in the stadium to facilitate installation of equipment ahead 
of time. 

2. An alphabetical list of all players on both teams with their num- 
bers and a numbered list with names. 

3. A description of all players with weight, nationality, prep school 
antecedents and other facts about each. 

4. A ‘spotter’ from the team itself, somebody familiar with all the 
plays and players, to sit beside the announcer throughout the game. 

5. If possible, an advance chance to watch the team in practice or 





Anti-British Group Can 
Intervene Until Election; 
Classed With Townsend 


Washington, Oct. 15. 





Agree Upon Procedure for Radio 
Programs From Military Camps 








| Sale of radio time to the American 

First Committee now is permissible,} Plans for cutting red tape at 

| the N.A.B. said last week in revis- | broadcasts from army camps after 

| ing an earlier code interpretation ag (OE ee ee at a 
s ae s ‘ i; meeting between illy broadcasters 

the light of additional informaticn. | ° ¥ 

Outfit has said it intends to support and army officials last Thursday (10). 


: . Th i i - 
and oppose candidates for public of- | pte arte ye ling yen gee at 
fice, and consequently is eligible to : ‘ 


put on commercial programe. {in charge of public relations for the 


Philadelphia, Oct. 15. 





but | 


to study motion pictures of the plays and players used in previous 


only until the election. 


First Military Area, comprising east- 


Meade about 100; Indiantown Gap, 
150) it is believed that most of the 
airings from them will be made by 
transcription. 


All expenses of the airings will be 
borne by the radio stations them- 
selves. A tour of the encampments 
will be made within the next few 
weeks by officials of the local outlets 
to acquaint them with the facilities 


ern Pennsylvania, Delaware and | and radio possibilities as soon as the 
draft gets under way. 


Among the stations represented 


games. ; ; 
6. An exact and reliable list of all the musical tunes the college 
bands will play so that the announcer can talk over any restricted 


Committee notified the trade body | Maryland. 
that persons who subscribe to its 


; ; Under th i 
ideas will get pats on the back and acer the now sump © Meten See 


number. ffi . . “| Only to submit a request for a date | were WCAU, KYW, WIP, WFIL, < 
7. Seven tickets to the game for the announcer, the home team’s ak ar sot! Page ein | Bi - aia | to Col. Snow and arrangements will |WDAS, WPEN, WHAT and WIBG. 
‘spotter’, the visiting team’s ‘spotter’, two engineers, two radio en- |} of war to Great Britain will) he made. Heretofore airing from | Only station missing was WTEL. 


be fought. That puts it in the same | military camps have been made only 
category as the Townsendites, who) after weeks of red tape and delay. 
take sides in various campaign con- | Only stipulation made by the A-my 
: | tests. is that programs must be okayed in 
Minneapolis.—Coy Bender, of Su- With some 40-odd stations carrying | advance to prevent the unauthorized 
perior, Wis., has joined the WCCO /the America First sermons, the way | broadcast of objectionable matter or 
staff as secretary to Emmet J. Heerdt | is open for the William Allen White | revelation of some military secret. 


traffic manager, replacing Betty Al- | Committee—urging more generous | Because of the distance of the en- 


gineers and a Western Union telegraph operator to keep the an- 
nouncer informed about scores of other important games of the day. 


———— 


VICE FIGHTERS 








Announcer James Campbell, KOA, 
to Chicago as NBC announcer. Re- 
placed at KOA by Dick Nesbitt of 
NBC, Chicago. 


Bud Thorpe, announcer and of the 




















. | news staff, KLZ, left to write and 
mars, who has resigned to become a | backing for the British—to buy time |campments from Philadelphia (Fort |produce ‘Boys Town’ show for 

= bride. | by following the same practice. |Dix is more than 60 miles; Camp ' Father Flanagan of Omaha. 
sense ———— 

















Mexico City, Oct. 15. 
Radio is to be used extensively to ; 
tell the world about doings at an 
international convention of women 
that the Feminine League Against | 
Vices and Delinquency, a Mexican | 
organization, is arranging for here in 
the near future. Plans for this meet | 
were announced by Senora Carmen | 
M. Mondrag@m, prez of the league, in | 
a radio address here. 
Idea is to have women represent- 
i ing every country attend the conven-— 
i tion, for, says Senora Mondragon, the 
i time is here for femininity to make 
a united effort toward curbing vices 
and criminality. An ether hookup of 
Mexican, Latin-American and U. S. 
stations is to be arranged so that the 
meet and its deeds shall be widely 
known. 
No date has been set for the con- 
vention, but it is understood that it 
will be held early in 1941. It will be 
the first meet of the kind ever held. 


New Shows at WRC-WMAL. 


Washington, Oct. 15. 

Batch of new programs for the fall 
season are set at WRC-WMAL, 
Washington NBC transmitters. Three 
of the newly-skedded broadcasts will 
go on the red or, southeast webs. 

Musical Sunday program, ‘Wash- 
ington Calling,’ will have Gene 
Archer, local baritone, Ear] Godwin, 
White House commentator, and Edith 
Dick, former Lucky Strike Hit Pa- 























rade star. Miss Dick is listed as 
‘guest star’ on the 2 to 2:30 program 
which will be aired over the red 
from WRC. 

‘Little Brown Book,’ a program of 
human interest stories conducted by 
John Van Cronkhite, and ‘Dreams 


Come True,’ musical show headed by 
Lynne Allison, soprano, and El Gary, 


tenor, both programs routed to 
NBC’s southeast network for an eve- 
ning half-hour, Thursdays and Tues- 


days, respectively. 

Local programs include ‘Food for 
Thought,’ oddity program by Bob 
Pilgrim, cartoonist; ‘That’s What You 
Think,’ round table sports discussion 
With Raymond Michael and Francis 
Stan; ‘Men With Batons,’ Bill Gott- 


lieb’s musical education broadcast: 
Star Opera Series,’ directed by Dr. 
N. E. C. Barnes, superintendent of 


music for the local public school sys- 
tem; ‘P.D.S. Pin Money,’ Lee Ever- 
eits musical program which pays off 
$50 a day in prizes; ‘Dr. Know It All,’ 
information program; ‘Headaches 
Unlimited,’ a broadcast on odd inci- 
aents presented by John Van Cronk- 
hite, : 





_—_. 


¢ Tom Archer Remembers 














\ Mecntoait, ct, th ON SALE , VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
_‘v€w commentary has been rou- 
tined for Labatt’s Ale, with Tom ' 154 West 46th Street, New York 
Archer, (Montreal Gazette) sched- om AP am , 
pron to — over Canadian Marconi | Please send....... ....copies of VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
Tien, CECE Oct, 21 in a five- | t 5 ; $5.10 per copy in New York City). 
pp Stanza across the board. | NEW YORK l (7 pee wane ihe $5 Ae PY ¥ 
A Were erogtam has been labelled | 0 Cheek Enclosed O Send Invoice 
A Veteran Remembers.’ Its a ‘now | 154 West 46th St. ! et 
ron Race parenain with Archer — I Name . ee eee eereeeeesevees Py ese 
ferring in reminiscent vein to epis- CHICAGO eeereee eee eveeeeeeereee eeeteeeeeeee 
Ode in last war when things were | 
darkest and comparing with in- 54 West Randolph i pe Seer ee eer abesaepeneevecs eer re aabPresevees poke 
Stances in current conflict. \ 
: Archer is @ World War veteran. | HOLLYWOOD i City sore eetes Seeeeeseesese eoesesersseoes State seen eee eae reese 
Regina, Sask.—W. Youmans, secre- 4 , , 
tary at CBK, Watrous, has been 1708 North Vine St. FE .cccscve ° MPTTTTITITI TITTLE LTT oeecccce oceccces ° 


transferred to Winnipeg. 
Norfield replaces him. 





Dorothy 
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WGN Opens at 5:30 A.M. In Move 


To Get Bigger Farm Audience :: mer Bove He 








Chicago, Oct. 15. 

In general, the pace after the first 
few weeks of the season is slowing 
down as schedules are pretty well 
set for the next few months. How- 
»ver, business is excellent throughout 
the radio field here, with grosses up 
all over. 

WGN is readying to make a play 
for the farm audience and will move 
its opening time from the long-stand- 
ing 7 a.m. getaway to 5:30. This 
will put it just behind WLS for early 
pening time. WLS gets going at 5 
um. WJJD at 6, WBBM at 6:30, 
WMAQ at 6:45. 

For a starter this morning time 
‘vill be filled on a sustaining basis, 
“sing the hillbilly Carter Family on 
vlatters. But on Oct. 28 the first 60 
ninutes of this ‘Breakfast Time 
“rolics’ will be taken over for spon- 
‘orship by the Consolidated Drug 
trade Products, through the Benson 
& Dell agency here. This will leave 
the remaining half-hour, 6:30-7 stil’ 
upen for a commercial. 

WJJD: California Wine three 50- 
word announcements weekly, 
through Irvin Myerson; Olson Rug, 
participating 15-minute period three 
times weekly through Presba, Fellers 
& Presba; Elaborated Roofing, five 
minutes six times weekly; Hirsch 
Clothing 15 minutes once weekly 
through Schwimmer & Scott; Inter- 
state Furniture, six one-minute an- 
nouncements weekly. 

WIND: Chicago Herald & Exam- 
iner, 56 announcements through 
3ozell & Jacobs; Gamble Hinged 
Music, one announcement weekly, 
‘hrough Evans Associates; City Auto 
Sales, three five-minute periods 
weekly; Palm Grove Inn, 15 minutes 
aightly; Kelly Brewing participation 
in ‘Sports Edition’ five times weekly; 
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CINCY OK 


Gains Registered in All Divisions— 
Natl, Spot Shows Fastest Pace 








Cincinnati, Oct. 15. 

Total business 

National spot showed highest gain 

with network and local units also 
climbing steadily. 

| Oct. 12 Compared to Oct. 5 | 





Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,075 9,784 6,358 22,217 
5,810 9,469 5,971 21,250 

+4.6% +3.3% +6.5% +4.5% 

(included: WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAIL) 





8 POLITICAL ACCOUNTS 
IN DENVER; UNITS OFF 


Denver, Oct. 15. 





All categories showed slight losses | 


here, but totals remain higher than 
two weeks ago. Political accounts 
going strong. 

KLZ: Cottrell Clothing Co., 
through Robertson agency, ‘Voice of 
the News,’ six times weekly, one 
year; Democratic State Central 
Committee, through Conner agency, 
three quarter-hours; Daniels & 
Fisher Stores Co., 13 spot; Luden’s, 
through J. M. Mathes, 90 chain 


breaks; H. A. Thompson, trustee, 
through Cusack agency, three politi- 
cal spots; Denver Auto Show, 
through Gall & Davidson, 14 an- 
nouncements; Blue Barrell Soap, 
through Sidney Garfinkel, 312 par- 
ticipating announcements; Beech- 


Nut Packing, through Newell-Em- 


increased 442%. | 


2 More Dept. Stores 
Join Balto Parade 











ee 


‘Important National Spot Accounts 











Baltimore, Oct. 15. Pl d Thi W k 
Stations marking time here, with ace 1S ee 
Some slight 4 5) ‘ 2 
rise in local unit count and national (According fo Reports from VARIETY S Radio 
spot biz offsetting dip in network Market Cities’ ) 
figure, keeping over-all total in line. 
WBAL reports some additional de- Account Agency Time Purcha 
eee caliee gage gg iri American Writing Machine... Leeford Adv. ............... Station Scie 
child-Kohn, continuing representa-  aameone gcc pease oerid gd rtd Play-by-Play Football, Baseball 
won. ; Beecham Pills ..ccccsccscvcece Atherton & Currier............... com 
WBAL: Manufacturers Drug Dis- | Beechies .........eeeeeeeeees Newell-Emmett Spee S i 
tributnig Co, (Olivo Hairdressing), | Brooks Clothing .........+++: Stodel Adv. .......... ss bads tiene Meee 
via I. A. Goldman, 54 50-word an- | Brunswicke-Balke-Callender .J. Walter Thompson......... 4-H vi 
nouncements; Consolidated Gas & Setien Wail. oc icsecce eta Neotel lie sts asia ce oe 4 rr 
| Electric Co., 40 75-word spots; Hochs- | Bunte Candy ........ssse0e0: Presba, Fellers & Presba......5-Min ‘ao 
child-Kohn Dept. Store, 19 spots;) w. B Caldwell .........0006- Sherman & Marquette....... ; — 
Schlinder Peanut Products, Inc., Campbell Cereal .........eee. eee Weather Re = 
through Courtland Ferguson, 201 75- | Chrysler Corp. (DeSoto) .....J. Stirling Getchell.......... - a 
word spots; J. H. Filbert, Inc. (oleo | Chrysler Corp. (Dodge) ..... Ruthrauff & Ryan........... Station ‘hae 
margarine and mayonnalse) 25-word Columbia Recording ......... Benton & Bowles.......-.... 3% -Min a * 
spots tf, through Courtland Fergu- ts.) CN CRARe os cad eca'es Century Adv.......... 5-Mi tee 
son: Fine Fur Co., via Applestein- |Ex-Lax ....... se apa ladle oad: : In. Spots 
amser OF enc, Calas Dent. ate eh A aaa ot = mae testes pence awake “iin. _ 
Store. eight 75-word spots. SSaltaatais peel than Bet: . . 4 . 9099686490908 06:60 6&6 6 ORS ‘2- Ts 
SaaEEY Miasturate. rouats Broke. | oe eee are McCann-Erickson. Spots, pete. MR 
| Wasey, three five-minute weekly | a 
aces DeSoto, one-minute strips, | Four-Way Cold Tablets ...... Nh ae Oe 1-Min. Spots 
through J. Stirling Getchell. Peter Fox Brewing -seeeeeee.Schwimmer & Scott.......Announcements 
. cormecens ; spepenasinieasg | MME URUEOD 69 ci cx 0:d:be 6's 8 «ch nn, PRE Pe ee EOE Ce ero ee 14-Hours 
|| _ Oct, 12 Compared to Oct. 5 ___|| General Motors (Chevrolet) .. J. Stirling Getchell .................. Spots 
Network Local National Total | Gooch Milling & Elevator. TS oo) | ae Spots 
Units Units Spot Units Units| Grove Labs (Bromo Quinine) J. Walter Thompson........... 5-Min. News 
8.670 4.738 2,096 15,504 Dr. Hose 6 Clark 2 ccesvvesss N. W. AyePr.......cccc00005...0°Min. Spots 
8,855 4,702 1,990 15,547 | Hinds Honey & 
—2.1% +08%  +5.3% —0.3% Almond Cream ............ WE. BD vcs scesivees Announcements, Spots 
(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, WFBR)! Kirkman & Son ........eeeee Fes We A acivescevabecesed Announcements 
EMCIOr'S VEIVOTIE® 2 usc cceces SOO COND cas ncassecsrbewv das -..44-Hours 
P. Lorillard (Old Golt)...... Lennen & Mitchell ............... 14-Hours 
eee J. M. Mathes.Time Signals, Announcements 
e , | Lutheran Laymen’s Lervue .. Kelly, StuhIman & Zahrnat....... 14-Hours 
Macfadden Publications ...... NUR Eng oo Sas ke RAR Be Announcements 
Manhattan Soap 
e ' (Sweetheart Soap) ......... Franklin Bruck ..... eeseteccecces %-Hours 
DORIAN? 6 se ce scenccenes po GU re 1-Min. Spots 
’ PEOTUON BB occ sc tcc vestscss Blackett-Sample-Hummert ...Pgrticipations 
Musterole ...... PE a ee Station Breaks 
National Toilet 
0 (Nadinola Cosmetics) ...... Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham.1-Min. Spots 
Nestle’s Milk Products ....... TOG TO. gas os ccces Announcements 
POGKATG BIGUOTS. oocc ic scccnce ROUNE G BUDICAM. ..0.0000- Announcements 
Pacquin’s Hand Cream .,..... ee cs cathe ae nnues Announcements 





mett, 82 chain breaks; James E. Par- 


The New York story is sticking 


| Phila. & Reading Coal & Iron 


Peter Paul Mounds Pe oS a ee i %4-Hour News 


é \ . ‘ : retty close to last week’s plot this .McKee & Albright...Spots, Announcements 
Palace Clothing 10-minute strip, five riott, through Max Goldberg, one , y , : . i Pierce Medicine Co H. W. Kastor Announcements 
=a age quarter-hour political talk; Re-|time, with web units still un- “ IN a ali oad 2 : oes y  <: — 
imes weekly through Harold Collen bli Ww 's Clubs 1 | Pillsbury Flour 
— through Ball & D: vi om "se crema changed and the over-eh total omy (Globe A-1) Dan B. Miner ¥%4-Hours 
r 2 g r avidson, po itica me , p ss e . SIS FhrhF cee eee eeseeeene € « ABVALTIOCL . cee eee rere eeereeee 5 
Fey squeened some Chicago | announcements: Publix Cab Co., 36 | or different. Local biz slipped | Lydia Pinkham .............. OU. WENN: ccdccndsseccececcecssers Spots 
ey - —— ¥ anecuncamentn chain breaks; Altrusa Club, through under the mark for a minus sign, | Policy Holders’ Advisory ; P 
we th 9 . oy Be ergo ag? ae Aiberta Pike, five spots; Republican | but national spot took up the slack | Council eee ele ore Se aoe Robert John Roberts........ %4-Hour News 
t Up a Bve-minute WwW y Snot! State Central Committee, through | with a nice 6% gain | Twin-City Shellac 
from Burr Blair insurance company. | Gajen FE. Broyles, half-hour politi- | WHN: Bott, Sieiodien | (Dan-Dee floor wax, polish) Devine Adv. ........+ee00- Announcements 
| Oct. 12 Compared to Oct. 5 | | cal; Kortz-Lee Jewelry Co., through | : ct Sema neapionntiage- Vick Chemical eee ne A Morse International .......... s0-BEin. News 
N |Ted Levy, 39 five-minute programs; Inc. (Koolerwave), 13-week contract Wander Co. (Ovaltine) ...... Blackett-Sample-Hummert . -%-Hours 
etwork Local National Total) wor Grant Co., through Max Gold- | for announcements; United Theatre | Wheatena 8.) 9) Oe eer eee Compton Adv. .....cceseccccescees 4-Hours 
Units Units Spot Units Units t 3 ; fiat } , : a White Labs (Chooz) ......... 2 a I Pe Se Announcements 
9.710 5.935 11.01 26.6 perg, 38 chain breaks and three’ Promotions of Philadelphia, through : a cs a iment 
> ; O11 6,656 quarter-hour remotes from the store . a | OS SOROD vcaccceccasss ee eee ences Announcements 
9,560 5,888 10,811 26,259 | , , ade Salis S. Cantor, daily participating | premium Coal ............... ee Dee. ok ccecadeses Participations 
+16% +08% +18%  +1.5%| KOA: Chas. E. Wells Music Co., 52) announcement campaign; Pabst Blue | Quaker Oats ........,.sse0+e: ONE ous cnn dnb nesses ctdevent Spots 
(included: WRBM, WENE, WGN. WIND, fer eer tence — Rong = Ribbon Beer, through Lord é Railway Express ......+s++00. Canien (COs cides dese Spots, Station Breaks 
‘ide surance Co., throug rank-| Thomas, home games of National | Reid-Murdoch ............... Maeeers Gs BHD, 6s cvkcccas’s Announcements 
lin Bruck, 39 quarter-hours; Demo- | Hockey League. i SS ga Feeepeeeaenees: oe  . METTCTITC Cee ¥%4-Hours 
| P bli e P pal harm iagpintetes ; ipo WMCA: Packard Motor Co.,| Roma Wine ................8. MOONS TOMO vicbevccdeeus sl Announcements 
u icity ayoffs o 8 Renubii wevguger 49 quarter- through Young & Rubicam, renewal | Salerno-Megowen Biscuit ....Schwimmer & Scott.............. 14-Hours 
Continued from page 43  Poncaeaid a or B — —- contract for announcements; Muster- mearr-nien Brands 
ae Hines sre Mere ta = Yor es pte fy ole Co., through Erwin, Wasey, an- (Chase & Sanborn)......... J. Walter Thompson...Spots, Chain Breaks 
involved, Fleming ruled, and there- | lican pa sue of Col ig Pn nouncements, 26-week contract; Gus- Studebaker a a Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham..%4-Hours 
fore do not come within the mean-| pp... Olorado, throush |tayo Ramirez (Dance Studio), | Tidewater Associated Oil..... Lord & Thomas......Play-by-Play Football 
Broyles agency, one quarter-hour; 


ing of the law. 
Fleming 


In an earlier ruling, 
exempted ‘public service’ 


American Chicle Co., 52 newscasts: 
Industrial Training Co., through 


programs where school and college; James R. Lunke & Associates. 13 
glee clubs, American Legion bands, | five-minute programs; C. B. & Q R 


etc., appear or where well-known| R., 


through Reincke-Ellis-Young- 


artistis contribute their services to| green & Finn, 312 weather reports; 
civic broadcasts such as the Com-| Thos. Leeming & Co., through Wm. 


through H. W. Fairfax Advertising. 

3-week contract for announcements; 
C. A. Briggs Co. (H-B Cough Drops), 
| through Horton-Noyes, 16-week con- 
tract for announcements; Rev. Don- 


ald Grey Barnhouse, 12-week con- | 


tract for half-hour programs; How- 





DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING RADIO 
| TIME LAST WEEK 





munity Chest, church choir broad-| Esty, 156 weather reports; Campbell ard Inches Products, through W.I.| Store City Time Purchases 
casts and like entertainment. | Cereal Co., through H. W. Kastor & | Tracy, five 15-minute programs | H. C. Capwell ...........ss+6. SS BP eeree, Pre %-Hour Quiz Shows 
Hillbill eee ero | Sons, 115 announcements; Beaumont | W@ekly, 52-week_ contract; Commit- | Hub Dept. Store .........+0.. OINORO iia ahharees verse Announcements 

: y Tas, | Laboratori h itee of Democratic Businessmen for | O’Cor + cise 5 
soloists, etc., which are willing to| ies, through H. W. Kastor emoc Bus Ss onnor, Moffatt ......c00s San Francisco ...... psccbbeshtue wens ecu 


appear for publicity rather than cash | ge 100 announcements; Skinner | 


are placed in a different category, | 
however, because stations derive! yf Brown, 39 quarter-hours: Railway 
benefit from these performances and | Express Agency, through Caples “ 
therefore should pay at least the! 36 spots: Lehn & Fink, through Wm. 
minimum wage. | Esty, announcements. 

Webs Careful | KFEL: Knox Co. (Cystex) through 


Co., through Ferry-Hanly, 54 
spots; Wincharger Corp.. through E. 


Willkie, through Grady & Wagner, 
26 announcements. 

WNEW: Finlay-Straus Jewelry, 
Inc., direct, 25 spot announcements 
weekly for 13 weeks; Westinghouse 
Electric & Mfg. Co., through Fuller 
& Smith & Ross, 10-minute pro- 
grams three times weekly, 15-week | 


SCOUT NEWS PERIODS 








Spot Broadcasting, Inc., has been 


| 





STREET & FINNEY {Des Moines Local 


Skyrockets 38% As 
All Units Gain 8.57, 





General expectation is that the | Allen C. Smith, 230 newscasts, three | contract; Raylor Provision C0.,/scouting around for evening news | 
networks and larger stations will| a week; Red Dot Oil Co., sponsor-| through Carter-Thomson, ‘Make Be- | periods in behalf of Street & Finney. | : 5 
continue trying to adhere as much! Ship of the Mutual ‘Show of the| lieve Ballroom,’ 15-minute program, Inquiries include no mention of | Des Moines, Oct. 15. 
as possible to an average 40-hour| Week,’ 13 times; Dr. Caldwell’s | three times weekly; Thomas Leeming | the actual product | Local biz is on the upbeat here, 


Syrup of Pepsin, through Sherman 
& Marquette, five announcements 
weekly; Compaigne Parisienne, test 
campaign, through Northwest Radio 
Pacquin’s Hand Cream, through Wm. 
agency, five minutes daily, six days; | 


week for all employees except a few 
key executives. But more ieeway is 
available for specially busy periods, 
emergency conditions, etc. 

Principal benefit results from the 
improved definition of an ‘adminis- 














& Co., through Wm. Esty, -10 an- | 
nouncements weekly for 26 weeks; | 
Grove Laboratories, through J. Wal- | M ae S C ll 
ter Thompson, ‘Make Believe Ball- | orirs ystem on a S 
room,’ 15-minute program, three | 
times weekly; R. Smith & Co., direct, | 








San Francisco, Oct. 15. 











| 
| 


| 





registering a slick gain of 38%. Web 
units continue strong, while national 
spot is recovering from the slump 
coincident with the departure of 
baseball. 


|| Oct. 12 Compared to Oct. 5 | 














: | Esty, three announcements weekly,| four one - minut announcements| Eye “ i 
trative’ worker. Under language ap- three months; Wise Aviation aoe: | weekly; New ple seks PR eg Maa pw tl Maggs Network Local National Total 
proved by Col. Fleming, a substa-| through Northwest agency, test cam- | Exhibition Co., direct, 25 announce-|der a system introduced for the first| Units Units Spot Units Units 
tial number of station personne! who paign, five minutes, six days; Gard-| ments for nine days: Compagnie time here bs Charles Morin newl 8,050 4,404 3,094 15,548 
could not legally be considered| ner Nursery Co., through Northwest! Parisienne, through Northwest Ra- ‘appointed CBS assistant manager re 7,985 3,189 3,152 14,326 
‘executives’ now can be forced to| agency, five minutes, six days ajdio Advertising, five minutes daily | Northern California +0.8% +381%  —18% +8.5 % 
put in more than 40 hours without} week, one month. for one week. Instead of dividing the agencies re es a wee 
collecting extra cash. This category | | Oct. 12 Compared to Oct. 5 | | WQXR: National Antiques Exposi- among his staff, he has split the type 
includes employees whose duties, al-| Network Local Nasional Total tion. Lisa Sergio, commentator, four Of biz handled by each man. Clyde N th D f Still 
though not involving supervision of| Units Units Spot Units Units! 15-minute programs; Packard Motor |Coombs, for example, will make the ali. erense 1 
a force of subordinates, are ‘func-| 8.140 4.409 1,557 14,106 Co., renewed for 21 spot announce- |Tounds of sponsorial reps in behalf B fiti Seattle 
; . ; , Pp ; enenting ea 
tional’ and who exercise more than| 8,150 4.509 1,608 14.267 | ments. |of the coast network, while Gordon 
the average amount of discretion| 0.1% —2.2% wn 2%, 11% | /Owen will cover the same route in Seattle, Oct. 15. 
and judgment. (Included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) | Oct, 12 Compared to Oct. 5 | |quest of spot business, representing} Local biz continues healthy here, 
In each instance, however, the Network Loeal National Total ESPO sad ae in particular andj} due to national defense activities. _ 
Labor Department insists that the! _| Units Units Spot Units Units the entire web in general. Oct. 12 Compared to Oct.5 | 
exempted workers must draw at, Henry F. Bullen, New ‘Yorks end = yes 1,467 18,818 | Theory is that the agencies will see wane ca ea to Oot al 
least $200 a month, not including! Richard James Semen Chicago last 150 11,288 7,064 18,502 |CBS reps twice as often as ever be-| nits Units Spot Units Unit: 
board, lodging, etc. Also, they must| week were admitted to practice be- ~e +6% +1.7% wad with possibility of one man] 5 339 10,414 738 16,482 
be brain rather than manual la-| fore the Federal Communications| te ‘aoa something softened up by| 5505 10,334 749 16,588 
did ell so Ming No change. | t e other even if aside from his|_3'9% 493% —1.5% 40.6% 








(Included: WHN, WMCA, WNEW, WQXR) | allotted sphere, 


(Included; KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 


| 
| 
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Commercial Program Ideas 


Traffic Show’s Co-Sponsors 


El Paso—A semi-weekly program is aired here over station KROD en- 
titled ‘Alibis for Death’ and consists of dramatized stories of traffic acci- 
dents taken from the files of the local police. 

Program is co-sponsored by Given Bros. Shoe Co., Home Oil Co. and El! 
Paso Axel & Frame Service. Group awards $5 checks to two men and 
two women each week who are nominated safe drivers by the listeners. 


444444 





- 


++++ 


Careful Grooming of Local Act 


Richmond—Current example of neat grooming being given talent with 
commercial network possibilities is attention WRVA, Richmond, Va., is 
giving Sunshine Sue and Her Rangers. After auditioning the unit about 
six months ago, Irv Abeloff, WRVA program service director, put the 
program emphasis on the down-to-earth singing and patter of Sunshine 
Sue and gave act lunch-time spotting. Clicked big with WRVA audience 
from start. WRVA thenf started feeding to Mutual with station list spread- 
ing to present 40-odd mark. Recently, WRVA publicity department cooked 
up a mail-getting stunt for Sue’s bunch. Had Sue ask listeners to send 
in ‘patches’ to go into her radio friendship ‘crazy’ quilt. 

With mail pouring in, an unsolicited prospective sponsor queried. But 
station discouraged deal on belief that the unit could do a better job for 
a sponsor with a different product. Is presently marking time with Sue 
and boys until right sponsor comes along. 


‘Wayne Mail Box’ Angles 


Ft. Wayne—‘Wayne Mail Box,’ a 26-week transcription series, starts on 
10 midwest stations this month with a heavy merchandising campaign 
complementing show. Series sponsored by Allied Mills, Inc., manufac- 
turers of Wayne poultry and livestock feeds. Promotional efforts include 
250,000 trade paper ad reprints to consumers, a series of 10 sales letters 
to 5,000 Wayne feed dealers, 5,000 large poster programs to dealers, 5,000 
giant telegrams to dealers and 5,000 R.F.D. cardboard mail boxes. 

Contests are scheduled for each week, with a total of $1,000 in cash 
being distributed. Cast for series include Bob Shreve as ‘Cousin Elmer,’ 
the Wayne Warblers, a vocal and instrumental foursome, ‘Aggie Diffle- 
tree,” comic spinster, and the Wayne Mailman, played by Eldon Campbell, 
station announcer. Account is handled by Louis E. Wade, Inc., and is in 
charge of Medford Maxwell. 

Stations carrying series include WOWO, Ft. Wayne; WBT, Charlotte: 
WHO, Des Moines; KFAP, Lincoln; WMT, Cedar Rapids; WLS, Chicago; 
KSD, St. Louis; WNAX, Yankton; WHKC, Columbus, and WLW, Cin- 
cinnati. 





WHEC Fosters Torchbearers 
Rochester, N. Y.—WHEC that now has few locally-produced programs, 
launches contest of amateur theatrical groups on six Saturday evenings 
7-7:30, winner to get 12-week contract as station’s ‘Little Theatre Players’. 
Lauer’s furniture store sponsors. 
with Ken French co-operating for WHEC. 





‘Hear Yourself Interviewed’ Via KDKA 

Pittsburgh—New type of show, ‘Hear Yourself,’ has made its debut on 
KDKA and bankrolled by Campbell & Woods, makers of Breakfast Cheer 
coffee here. Selling point, which has grabbed plenty of free space for 
program, is that Pittsburgh residents can sit at home and hear themselves 
on the air being interviewed by Billy Hinds, KDKA announcer. 

Every Wednesday and Friday, station’s new mobile recording unit goes 
to a grocery store, and Hinds takes a mike inside and interviews the cus- 
tomers with a question-answer quiz. Then the record is broadcast a few 
days later. 
coffee giveway to the interviewees. 








| (Chooz), through H. W. Kastor & 

KSFO FR | 8 ( () Sons, Chicago, 65 spots; New Cen- 

o 9 tury Beverage Co., through M. E. 

| Harlan, 43 spots; Gardner Nursery 

LOCAL BIZ 1Co., through Northwest Radio Ad- 
UP 392% 


vertising,~48 participations, ‘Musical 





|Clock’; Marlin Firearms Co. 
blades), through Craven and Hen- 


| 34 participations, ‘International 
Kitchen’; North American Accident 
|Insurance Co., through Franklin 
; Bruck, N, Y., quarter-hour weekly, 
San Francisco, Oct. 15. 

Network units were up this week 
but local and spot totals slufted off. 

KSFO local time sales for Septem- | 
ber were 392% ahead of the same 
1939 month according to figures re- 
leased by Lincoln Dellar, station 
manager. A total of 123 quarter- 
hours were given a pay-ride during 
that period. 

KGO: Redlich Newman (furniture) 
through F. L. Newton, 104 spots; 
Golden Gate theatre, direct, 52 Mon- | | 


through Roche, Williams and Cun- 
nyngham, Chicago, 13 twice-weekly 
quarter-hours; Gas Appliance So- 
ciety of Northern California, through 
Frickelton, 10 participations, ‘Inter- 
national Kitchen.’ 

KFRC: Yellow Cab, through Rufus 
Rhoades, 39 live five-minute spots, 
three times weekly; Insurance Man- 
agement Co., through Allied Adver- 
tising, 10 live weekly quarter-hours, 
‘This Strange World.’ 


Oct. 12 Compared to Oct. 5 








day afternoon spots; yernharat- | ——— eee a a 
Strohmaier Co. st = 25 Network Local National Total | 
participations, ‘Home Forum,’ Til- t pata Cuts pet Units pa 
ton’s Clothing, through Theodore H. 10,760 3,857 1,962 16,579 
Degall, 23 Friday evening spots; Em- 10,620 4,398 aap 17,149 
porium-Capwell Co., (department! * 13% = oe Pgs 3 eS % 
store), through Connor, 13 Sunday | *"" “wr K SFC ." — oe 


spots; Gas Appliance Society of 


Mrs. Brenda Wood of store staff directs | 


Web Units Rise 10% 
In Salt Lake City 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 15. 
KDYL: Lady Fair Hats, 13 50- 
word announcements; Cordova’s 
Rancho Grande, 120 announcements; 
LaVita Bottling Co., 60 50-word an- 
/nouncements; Warren Radio, 26 an- 
nouncements; Maxfield Feed and 

| Coal, 52 50-word announcements. 





| KSL: Packard Motor Co., through | 


| Young & Rubicam, 100-word an- 
|nouncements; Schubach Jewelry, 
| series of 300 announcements; Utah 
| Power & Light Co., 26 quarter-hours 
| weekly; Arthur Frank (Men’s Cloth- 
}ing) 52 weekly quarter-hour pro- 
| grams; Floresheim Shoe, 13 weekly 
| quarter-hours; Flint Distributing Co.., 
|through Featherstone Advertising 
|'Agency, five 50-word announce- 
ments daily; The Church of Christ, 
; renewal contract for 52 weeks, two 
quarter-hour programs weekly. 
KUTA: Wesiern Supply (Crosley 
| Appliances), direct, 300 spot con- 
| tract; Southeast Coal Co., direct, 52- 
time contract; Cystex, 100 spot an- 
nouncements; Catspaw Rubber, 52 
| spot announcements; J. B. Burnham 
Co., direct, ‘Football Forecast,’ one 
| quarter-hour program weekly; Wool- 
ley’s Roller Rink, contract renewal 


| 











|for 52-time spot announcements; 
| Porter Walton Co. (seeds) direct, 52 
| spots. 
|| Oct. 12 Compared to Oct.5 | 
| Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,651 2,547 617 10,815 
6,961 2,777 604 10,342 
+99% —8.3% +2.2% +4.6% 
(included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 





Detroit Web Units 
Zoom 175%, Aided 








Detroit, Oct. 15. 

| Network business shot up over 
117% here last week. 
|factors in the rise was CKLW’s 
|carrying of the World Series while 


By Worid Series. 


— 


L.A. Units Riding Steady Groove; 


KNX Lands 396 in Local Contracts 





MEDICO PIPES IS NEW 


Sum-| 





Sponsoring Football Score 
maries Around Country 





Medico Pipes is taking a flier in | 
|radio, buying football 
'maries following play-by-play broad- | 
lcasts on stations in various parts of | 
ithe country. 

E. T. Thomas is the agency. 


KTSAIN STORE 
TIEUP ON NEWS 
COVERAGE 


San Antonio, Oct. 15. 

Nice bit of promotion work was 
done here by station KTSA last 
week with the installation of the 
news room into the windows of the 
Vogue Department store, on town’s 
busiest street, for five days. The sta- 
tion’s UP teletype machines, as well 
as the entire news staff, moved into 
the windows where the station’s four 
daily newscasts were broadcast. 
This was supplemented by off-the- 
air newsflashes via loudspeakers. 

Units this week still are unsettled, 
with small gains noted in some de- 
partments to be equalized by losses 
in others. 

WOAI: The Frito Co., through Ray 
Glenn, four spots per week on the 
new newsperiod to start Monday; 
renewal on Dairyland Co., through 














Marion Johnson, one announcement 
One of the| per day; Mangles Dress Store, one 
| spot announcement per week, direct; 
| Gebhardat’s 


Chile Powder Co. 


ing only slender gains. 


| combo, 
| Forest Lawn Memorial 


> 


Los Angeles, Oct. 15. 
Increases were pretty much on 
holiday last week, the margins show- 
KNX claim- 
ed a field day for its sales crew, 


score SUM~| hauling in $25,000 in local biz com- 


mitments exclusive of politico spend- 
ing, which will add another $10,000. 
Hot race for district atorney is re- 
dounding to radio’s profit. 

KNX: Wesson Oil, 65 participations 
in ‘Fletcher Wiley’ combination, 
through Fitzgerald agency: Power 
Seal, 12 participations in ‘Midnight 
Merry-Go-Round,’ through Mayers 
Co.; Fox-West Coast theatres, 26 
time signals, through Western Adv.; 
Breakfast Club Coffee, 104 quarter- 
hour transcriptions of ‘Ask the Mis- 
sus,’ through Lockwood-Shackelford: 
Balto dog food, 65 participations in 
Wiley combo, through Dan B. Miner: 
Musterole, 156 weather reports, 
through Erwin, Wasey; Del Monte 
coffee, 126 participations in Wiley 
through McCann-Erickson; 
Park, four 
15-minute programs, through Dan B. 
Miner; Brooks Clothing, five quar- 
ter-hour sports programs, through 
Stodel Adv. 

KFI: Zeeman clothing, 34 quarter- 
hour broadcasts of ‘Cabbages and 
Kings,’ through Lockwood-Shackle- 
ford; Chelsea cigarettes, 13 partici- 
pations in ‘Bridge Club,’ through 
Warwick & Legler; Brooks clothing, 
five quarter-hour ‘Football Foot- 
notes,’ through Stodel Adv.: No 
Third Term Committee, 19 quarter- 
hour political talks, through Richard 
Connor; Amber Lion hairtonic, 39 
participations in Art Baker's ‘Note- 
book,’ through Ivar Wallin: McMa- 
han furniture, 37 quarter-hour com- 
mentary programs by Fleetwood 
Lawton, through Ad Carpenter. 

KECA: Kelley Kar, 39 quarter- 
hour sports programs, through Allied 


WWJ, which carried the ball games | through Pitluk Agency, one minute 
for General Mills and Socony, turn-| et’s; Duncan Coffee Co., through 
ed to its regular network business.| Steele Agency, six spots weekly for 
| Local business unaccountably fell off | Admiration Coffee; Railway Express 





Adv.; Todd clothes, 13 quarter-hour 
| broadcasts of ‘Time Out,’ through 
LN. J. Newman; Stein clothiers. 156 
participations in ‘Breakfast Club,’ 
|through Allied: Federal Outfitting, 


Carries the usual cash prizes for accepted questions and the | 


(razor | 


drick, N. Y., 39 spots; Soil-Off Mfg. | 
Co., through Hillman-Shane, L. A., | 


13 weeks, news; Studebaker Corp., | 


but the average business gain for the Agency, through Caples Co., three 


| week came close to four per cent. 

| WJR: Pinex Company, 15-minute 
musical program, three times weekly 
|through March 7, Russel M. Seeds, 
| Chicago; Grove Laboratories, 15- 


minute newscast, three times weekly | 


through March 7, J. Walter Thomp- 


son, N. Y.: Maxwell House, ‘Kate 
| Hopkins,’ 15-minutes, five weekly, 52 
| weeks; General Foods, 15-minutes 


/‘Portia Blake’ five times weekly, 52/| 
weeks: Best Foods (Nucca), 15 min-| 


|utes ‘We, the Abbotts,’ five times 
weekly, one year. 

WXYZ: Michigan Consolidated 
Gas Company, 15 minutes, twice 
| week: West Foods (Nucoa), 15 min- 
Agency, Chicago; Fox DeLuxe Beer, 
15 minutes weekly, national football 
review, nine weeks, Schwimmer & 
Scott. Chicago. 


1 Oct. 12 Compared to Oct. 5 | | 


| Network Local National Total 
| Units Units SpotUnits Units 
8,810 10,930 4,942 24,682 
| 7,504 11,371 4,880 23,755 | 
117.4% —3.9% 113% 13.9% 
(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJR, WMBC, 


WWJ, WXYZ) 


announcements per week: Baume | 313 half-hour recordings, through C, 
| Bengue, through William Esty, five | R. Watts. 
announcements per week; Campbell | KHJ: Tea Garden Products, 26 
(Malt-O-Meal) through | half-hour broadcasts of ‘I Want a 
H. W. Kastor & Son, five spot an-| Divorce,’ through Brisacher-Davis; 
nouncements per week. Station car- | Guaranty Union Life, 52 quarter- 
ried two Humble Oil and Refining | hour programs, through Stodel Adv.; 
Co. sponsored football games Satur- | No Third Term Committee, 11 quar- 
day through the Texas Quality Net- ter-hour political talks, through 
work. Several special political| Richard Connor; Roma Wine. 104 
broadcasts and new network shows | quarter-hour programs, through Ce- 
to up the totals. |sana & Associates; Lyman and Levy 
KABC: Jordan-Ivers Motor Co.| restaurants, 20 participations in 
five-minute daily remote program! ‘Happy Homes,’ through Hillman 
from their used car lot; Nine Ninty | Shane; Honor Brand frozen foods, 24 


| Cereal Co. 


Optical Co., two five-minute pro-| participations in ‘Happy Homes,’ 
| gram daily; Martin Wright Electric | through Hillman-Shane; Blue Rib- 


Co. five-minute newscast daily; Sey- | bon books, six five-minute programs 
mour Clothing Co., five-minute | through Northwest Adv. 
musical program Monday through | KFWB: Hollywood for Roosevelt, 24 
| Saturday; announcements for Green- | quarter-hour political talks, through 
|burg Furniture Co. (one per day),| Milton Weinberg: Citizens Commit- 
Hermann Sons Carnival (one per|tee for Buron Fitts, five quarter- 
day), Pirates Cave (one per day) | hour political talks and 60 spots, 
and Quality Tire Shop (one per) through Allied Adv.; Peerless Laun- 
day), all direct. dry, 20 participations in Tom Stod- 
KMAC: Daily announcements con-| dard bridge lessons, through Asso- 


cerning the Hermann Sons 


Lodge | ciated Adv. 
Carnival. a 


KONO: ‘Death Takes No Holiday,’ 
participating program taking over a 
daily afternoon spot instead of being 
aired once a week. 
| Oct. 12 Compared to Oct. 5 


‘ALLIED MILLS CUTS 
PLATTERS AT WORLD 


|Network Local National Total 

: "TIT: Jnits Units Spot Units Units 

lied Mills is having a hillbilly pn cane hee 

} ; é >, tJ Lm | we 

musie series recorded for it by sare 8 206 1.054 16 235 
7 ¥ f Taye > YY 9,640 5,0U0 i 4 10,29 
World Broadcasting System. _ ia 1am 4.22 4% 1 3¢% 

Fifteen-minute discs are titled 6.0K 7 


(Ir ided KAB KMAC, KON KTSA, 


‘Wayne Mail Box.’ 








Northern California, through Frick- 
elton, 10 participations, ‘Home 
Forum:;?’ Cook Products, through 
Rufus Rhoades, eight participations, 
‘Home Forum: Pauson Co. (cloth- 
ing), through Allied Advertising, 104 
Wednesday evening spots. 

KPO: General Mills (Wheaties) 


TODAY 





’'§ RADIO BUSINESS 


Agency Time-Buyers See Hitchhiking Announcements Bewildering to Listeners 

















through Westco, five quarter-hours 
weekly, 154 times, ‘Jack Armstrong;’ 
Thomas Leeming & Co (Baume 
Bengue), through William Esty, 336 
spots; J. L. Tuttle, Oakland (cheese), | 
through Emil Reinhardt, 156 spots; | 
Maryland Pharmaceutical Co. (Rem 
and Rel), through Joseph Katz, Bal- 
timore, 156 spots; Pauson Co., (cloth- 
ing), through Allied Advertising, 104 
Spots; Old Homestead Bakery, 
through Leon Livingston, 100 spots; | 
Mclihenny Co. (tobasco sauce), 
through Aubrey, Moore & Wallace, | 
Chicago, 100 spots; Lamont, Corliss 
& Co. (Danya lotion) through J. | 
Walter Thompson, 78 participations, 
International Kitchen’; White Labs. 


will not be solved by the discussions 


of all the plugs. 


centered on the loudspeaker. 


rapid succession. 


Some agency time-buyers are of the opinion that the 
problem of hitchhiker and chainbreak announcements 


tween the networks and their affiliated stations but 
rather by the dictates of advertising expediency. 
vertisers, say these agency men, are beginning to find 
out that the crowding of four announcements for three 
different products within three minutes tends not only 
to bewilder the listener but to vitiate the effectiveness 


As the agency men see it radio is being forced to do 
' more than it is actually capable of performing. Firstly, 
the practice presumes that the listener has ali attention 
Secondly, that the aver- 
age mind can assimilate and pigeonhole the themes of 
three or four different subjects shot at it in almost 
These agency men think 


overleading works the other way and that it would be 
more logical to assume that such a welter of topics 
now going on be- _leads to confusion. They also believe that the adver- 
tising potentialities of this sort of setup are being over- 
Ad- 
quarters the broadcasting business will want to know 
didn’t somebody warn it in time. 

Following is the pattern of four announcements with- 
in the space of three minutes. Plug No. 1 is the copy 
which comes at the close of the network program and 
whose product is regularly associated with that pro- 
gram. Plug No. 2 is the hitchhiker or trailer announce- 
ment about another product that the same sponsor tags 
on just before his designated time expires. Plug No. 3 
is the chainbreak announcement worked in by the local 
station, and plug No. 3 in the opening copy of the 


that this succeeding network program. 


. ‘ “a 
milked and that when the reaction sets in from sponsor | 


| Oct. 12 Compared to Oct.5 [ 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
11,212 16,941 2,278 24.431 
11,017 10,854 2,312 24.183 
+-18% LO.8% —1.5% 1% 

(Included: KECA, KFI, KFW! KHJ, 

KNX) 


STEUBENVILLE STATION 
DEPT. STORE PRONTO 


Steubenville, O., Oct. 15. 
WSTV, new outlet here ex- 
pected to start operations on Oct. 


22 under John Laux as general man- 
ager. John L. Merdian, formerly of 
KQV, Pittsburgh, has been named 
| program director, and Joseph 
Troesch, chief engineer. Station has 
made arrangements with Lang- 
Worth, Broadcast Music, and United 
Press. 

Hub Department Store will spon- 
sor two UP news programs daily. 





A. D. Willard, Jr., general mana- 
ger of WJSV, Washington outlet of 
CBS, is giving a series of 15 lectures 
on radio to students of the Univer- 
sity of Maryland department of 
speech. Some of the sessions are be- 
ing held in WJSV studios so the 
studes can see actual programs in 
progress. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


United Airlines is seeking a tieup for advertising purposes with Ray 
Noble’s composition, ‘Oakland to Burbank,’ which Shapiro, Bernstein & 
Co. has taken over for publication. N. W. Ayer, agency on the account, 
would like to have the picture of a United Airliner carried on the number's 
title page and orchestration. Noble has named Jonie Taps, Shapiro-Bern- 
stein’s general manager, as personal rep on all the bandleader’s instru- 
mental works and Taps in turn has assigned the copyright on ‘Oakland to 
Burbank’ to his firm. Ayer would also make use of the tieup in a west- 
ern ad campaign 








Investigating staff of the Music Publishers Protective Association has a 
decided interest in Arthur (alias Moe) Newman who surrendered to the 
New York police last week in connection with Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia’s 
drive on smutty magazines. Newman was accused of being the publisher 
and distributor of several such mags. Following a long surveilance by 
FBI men and MPPA investigators, Newman early this year was nabbed in 
New Jersey on charges of printing and distributing bootleg songsheets and 
indicted by a Federal grand jury. The Jersey case is yet to be disposed of. 





Into a Hollywood night spot walked a band leader accompanied by a 
large party, including a stranger who was introduced as the leader’s man- 
ager, who paid for the entertainment with a $100 check. Next night the 
manager came back and signed another check for $200. When Monday 
came around, the two checks came bouncing back, and the band leader 
denied all knowledge of them. The nitery is looking for the elastic check 
writer. 





Buffalo Probation Department probe was ordered last week of five men 





| 
(Negroes) seized during near-riot at Erskine Hawkins’ one-nighter here | . 
. . + the radio interests have settlcd their 


(2). Court convicted them of being drunk and emphasized that disturbance 
during shuffle attended by 1,100 persons was ‘too serious a matter to treat 
lightly.’ 





Unaccountable success of ‘MacNamara’s Band’ on the jukeboxes has led 
Jerry Vogel, its sole selling agent for the U. S. and Canada, into ballying 
the sheet music angle. Tune was copyrighted by J. H. Larway in 1917. 


Louisville Looks Better 


Louisville, Oct. 15. 
Dancery biz is beginning to hit its 
stride here. Iroquois Gardens has 
lined up a string of bands for the 





Woody Herman’s Return 
Awaits Lyman Dating 


Woody Herman’s band returns to 
the New Yorker hotel, New York, 
this year, coming back either Dec.| indoor season. Opened with Bob 
20 or 27 for 15 weeks. Band will| Sylvester on Oct. 12-13, to be fol- 
succeed the current Abe Lyman to| lowed on week-ends by the orches- 
whom Herman’s group gave way last | tras of Tommy Carlyn, Jerry Blaine, 
Thursday (10). | Hugh Monaco, Dick Shelton, Al 











Return date is indefinite due to} Kavelin, Walter Powell, Wayne Karr /a 


Lyman’s undecided starting date at/ and others. 
the Strand theatre, N. Y., to which! Madrid Ballroom opened Saturday 
he shifts from the New Yorker, | and Sunday (12-13) with Rudy 
| Bundy, who played a long engage- 
Xavier Cugat cut his first records| ment here a couple seasons ago. 
on the band’s new Columbia Re-| | Charge is 75c. Spot is the most com- 
cording contract in Chicago, Mon- | modious in town, but has been little 
day (14). Band flew there from! used during the past year, with the 
its location at the Statler hotel, De- exception of occasional club dance 

troit. bookings. 








Haynes Weds Polly Davis 


Don Haynes, one-night booker for 
General Amusement Corp., and Polly 
Davis, secretary to Glenn Miller, 
were married Saturday (12) in New 
York. Pair honeymooned in At- 
lantie City for three days. 

Miller maintains an office in Ra- 
dio City, N. Y., where all his cor- 
respondence is handled, Former 
Miss Davis presided over it. 


New Publisher 
Vamps Until 
ASCAP Decision 


Irwin Dash and Reg Connolly 
have decided not to launch their 
American publishing venture until 


after the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers and 











differences over the new licensing 
contract. Pair don’t want to get 
started and then find their publica- 
tions without an exploitation out- 
let Jan. 1. . 

Dash had intended to include 
‘There'll Always Be an England’ in 
his American catalog, but instead 
he’s permitted Gordon Thompson, 
who holds the Canadian rights, to 
assign the American agency for the 
song to Carl Fischer, Inc. Dash’s 
whilom London firm is the original 
publisher of the number. 


Jack Wardlaw Out Again 


Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 15. 

Jack Wardlaw and his band, re- 
equipped after their brush with dis- 
aster in the Folly Beach hurricane 
in August, have opened a new supper 
club at the Carolina Pines clubhouse, 
near Raleigh. 
playing for the original opening of 
the Pines eight years ago. 

He has assembled floor show talent 





headed by Buddy Dunn, emcee, and | 


featuring Rasputin, the mad drum- 
mer; songs by Joanne Leaux, and 
Darrell Forrest, trumpeter. 


He headed the band | 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Oct, 12, 1940) 


« 





Blueberry Hill REP EPR ES ESEE SC OSOCOCOCSCOOOOSOOCOSOC ECE eee Chappell 
God Bless AMEriC@ .eceseceeeeeeeeeees eeecececcvcceeseeees. Berlin 
*Only Forever (‘Rhythm on the River’).......seeseeseeees+ Santly 
Shout, I Am an American .......ccecee eeeees Mercer 
Maybe Coe ree erereeeceneesecccccccccccccecneeeseececocccces cODDINE 
Tl Never Smile Again Chbdue su wewe he 060000b) den 000s be cee 
Call of the COMYOR. coccccccccccccccccccccoceesoccs eoeeee- Shapiro 
When the Swallows Come Back......cssececceseseeeeeeeess Witmark 
Crosstown Cover ere eee reece ccccccecccccccceococecoecccese Onapiro 
Ferryboat Serenade Coeccccccccvcrcccccneccvccescors coccee ODbDINg 
Sierra Sue Cee eee eee eraser eereeerseee occccccccccccccscccccs Napire 
Practice Makes Perfect wnnbadesessoonssseaenenees nes 6000080 
We Three oe COOTER OOSE+ CEOOEE 60 0:6-06.0:0000600060000 Br 006000 tOR? 
*Our Love Affair (‘Strike Up the Band’). ccoccccccces cocccc ce Gist 
*That’s for Me (‘Rhythm on the River’). ..coscsccccseweeesss Famous 


? 
*Filmustcal 


Network Plugs, 8 A.M.tol AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (Oct. 7-13). Total represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
denotes film song, t stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 
listings. 

















GRAND 
PUBLISHER TOTAL 
os EE cccices Bt 


TITLE 
Ferryboat Serenade (6)....e..00:. 


py, eee Rts) eee cVeneevetevent +o OODCCCSEEEEE D000C000008 om 
Practice Makes Perfect (11).. Save cs se wevesouee ks CceM s0cees soos Ge 
GE SURE NODs 0'6.0'050s0.69605.0450 6 6058540066 oh esoee en Siete e 3 
Our Love Affair (5). .*Strike Up i DY. eee wr er Pee « 27 
Same Old Stor (1). NO AEE OE ee pusetesseaes . Dare oo ae 
Rhumboogie (7)...*Argentine Nights.......... ieauetn BEE Sivexese « “ee 
A Million Dreams Ago (6)...cccceseeceeereeereeneneee ABC cccccccese 18 
SE Ue BE WUE Si cecesdccsccdssovcceesceees (Oc ahpuwenee - 18 
Looking for Yesterday (6)....ccceesssesccvccccceves oo BOTHIN 2... cee » 18 
0 SLO EE eee er ere ree ree Robbins ..... oo 
Now I Lay Me Down to i) ne er ee —  2aaer oe 
ES OE Et) a are rs, ree Shapiro 2... eee 
EE ss Rr eer er eer errr jenesenee BRAPITO 2 ...00 » 2 
Only Forever (7)...*Rhythm on the River............ SORE ciowsds Be 
That's for Me (10)...*Rhythm on the River........... Famous ...... = 
eo OB 3 Re ee Or ner ret ee ee 15 
Get the Moon Out of Your Eyes (12).......cccccvcccce Paramount .... 14 
I’m Nobody’s Baby (18)...*Andy Hardy Meets Deb.... Feist .......645 13 
When the Swallows Come Back (16).........%..esseees WHEMOIE occcce 12 
World Is in My Arms (2)...tHold On to Your Hats....Chappell ...... 12 
pe SS En er Rees rrr ee) re e ll 
ey errr rrr Teer Chappell ...... 11 
Bg eee eee eer ere reer a eer 11 
We Could Make Such Beautiful Music (14)............ BM .ncoccsece 11 
I Hear Music (2). a ee eee ee Famous ...-.- : ae 
I’m Home Again ”“Supcaryeann Tonga gine aE ea PNR: OMBOR ccscces . = 
Moon Over Burma (1). "*Moon CVO BUPMG. ccscccses Paramount 10 














DIRECT BOOKINGS 


EXCLUSIVE VICTOR-BLUEBIRD RECORDING ARTISTS 


Currently until Oct. 19 
Brunswick Hotel, Boston, Mass. 


Oct. 20-27 (return engagement) 
Dancing Campus, World's Fair, New York 














_|| All contracts for the appearance 
of Charlie Barnet and his orchestra 
must bear his personal signature. 


Nov. 1-7 




















Address All communications: 


Charles Weintraub—-1501 Broadway, New York 





Nov. 8-14 
State Lake Theatre, Chicago, IIL 


DATES AVAILABLE 
King Of The Saxophone 


CHARLIE BARNET 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 


Featuring Bob Carroll... Harriet Clark... Ford Leary ...Cliff Leeman 


Shea's Theatre, Buffalo, New York 
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BLOW AT WIRE 





Publishers React to F oreign Deal With 
Reply: ‘Proves ASCAP No Monopoly 





Broadcast Music, Inc., continues 
to acquire the broadcasting rights to 
foreign catalogs. The latest is G. 
Ricordi & Co., of Milan. What this 
deal embraces are the works of Ital- 
ian composers not falling within the 
ASCAP catalog through the latter 
organization’s affiliation with the 
Italian performing rights. society. 
Topmost of the composers in the 


Ricordi roster is Puccini, whose 
operas include ‘Madame Butterfly,’ 
‘Tosca,’ ‘The Girl of the Golden 


West’ and ‘LaBoheme.’ 

ASCAP quarters expressed itself 
as gratified by BMI’s deals for these 
various outside repertoires, since it 
tends to prove that ASCAP holds 
anything but a monopoly on music 
rights. BMI in its publicity release 
on the ‘Ricordi acquisition’ stated 
that it ‘brings the total music titles 
which will be available for radio 
after Jan. 1, 1941, to 240,000.’ 

ASCAP publishers admit that 
BMI’s tieups for Italian, German and 
Latin American music are imposing 
but add that they are wondering 
what BMI will find to substitute for 
‘Goodnight Sweetheart,’ ‘Sweet Sue,’ 
‘Honeysuckle Rose,’ ‘St. Louis Blues,’ 
‘I Love You Truly,’ and ‘Melancholy 
Baby’, among others, 


Rockefeliers May Need 
ASCAP License; Rapee 
Went to Pubs Direct 


American 





Authors and Publishers will decide 
this week whether to ask the Rock- 
efeller interests to take out a license 
for the Center theatre, Radio City, 


which is currently showing on 


stage, ‘It Happened on Ice.” ASCAP 
became interested in the show when 
it heard that Erno Rapee, the pro- 
duction’s pit maestro, was calling up 
publishers affiliated with ASCAP for 
permission to interpolate without 
compensation several copyrighted 
standard numbers in the score. 
Rapee advised the publishers that if 
they didn’t grant this permission he 
would resort to works in the public 
domain. 

The last time that the Center had 
a license from ASCAP was when it 
showed Disney’s ‘Pinnochio.’ Ques- 
tion that ASCAP will have to decide 
in this instance is whether the 
ASCAP music is used as background 
music for the skating numbers or 
whether it’s used as an integral part 
of a dramatic performance. If it’s 
the former, ASCAP will require a 
license. If it’s the latter, the pub- 
lisher can collect directly, or forget 
about it. 





FILED TOO EARLY 


Court Allows Max Kramer Chance 
To Return Later 








Suit of Max J. Kramer against the 
Muzak Corp., for $250,000 alleged 
damages for failure to carry out an 
agreement, was dismissed as prema- 
ture, by N. Y, supreme court Justice 
Julius Miller, Wed. (9). The court 
ruled that the alleged breached con- 
tract was not to go into effect until 
Dec. 1, and granted plaintiff leave to 
amend the complaint, bearing that in 
mind. 

Kramer asserts he signed an agree- 
ment with Muzak granting him ex- 
Clusive rights to broadcast music 
using the ‘Muzak’ name in Miami and 
Miami Beach Florida, for 10 years. 
He was to have received equipment 
to put his end of the deal into effect. 
Complaint charged that Muzak failed 
to grant him exclusive rights and 
failed to deliver the equipment. 





Mills Music, Inc., has obtained the 
score of ‘Meet the People,’ the Holly- 
wood-produced stage revue. Also 
the publishing rights to Republic's 
Melody and Moonlight.’ 





Society of Composers, | 


its | 


7 


Judicial Showmanship 





Milwaukee, Oct. 15. 

Judge James Arnold, of the 
West Milwaukee police court, of- 
ficiated at many marriages, par- 
ticularly so since the conscrip- 
tion bill passed, but the jurist 
concluded the other day that the 
routine and businesslike pro- 
cedure lacked the atmosphere 
that should surround a ceremony 
of this import. 

So—he bought a music box 
that plays Lohengrin’s ‘Wedding 
March’ while the couples say ‘I 
do,’ and business is better. than 
ever, 








NBC, CBS ON 
BMI RULE 


Beginning this week all bands on 
Mutual Broadcasting System’s re- 
mote pickups will have to schedule 
at least four BMI or non-ASCAP 
tunes each half hour broadcast. Net 
has also ordered that the four num- 
| bers cannot be played consecutively, 
but must be split, two during each 

15 minute halves. Leaders have not 
| been notified by letter of the change, 
in fact when one did ask for the or- 
|der in writing it was refused, but 
lrather are being informed by tele- 
| phone. 

Jumping the number of such tunes 








ASCAP requirements above those in 
effect at NBC or CBS. Each of the 
|latter are still asking only three, an 
order which went into effect only 
recently. When the rulings cover- 
ing the use of non-ASCAP tunes first 
were made NBC called for only one 
per broadcast. That started last July 
1, but did, however, explain that as 
the Jan. 1 expiration date of the 
agreement between ASCAP and ra- 
dio approached the number would 
have to be increased. 


PROHIBITION SPOT 
REOPENS IN DETROI 


Detroit, Oct. 15. 

With the town’s largest dance floor, 
the Grand Terrace, famous spot in 
prohibition years, has reopened here 
after a $50,000 face-lifting. The open- 
| ing originally was scheduled for 
|early summer, but a fire set back the 
plans. Opening orchestra is Mike 
|Riley’s band, with Ed Farley and 
Marion Miller. 


One of the features of the place is 
a merry-go-round bar, just inside the 
entrance, on which patrons and at- 
tendants both revolve. This is the 
hard drinks bar. At the rear end, 
closer to the orchestra and to appeal 
to the juvenile trade, the spot has a 
soft drinks bar. 











Suit of Harms, Inc., against the 
Brunswick Record Corp., Columbia 
Phonograph Co., Inc., and Columbia 
Recording Corp., for $30,063 over al- 
leged unpaid royalties due on songs, 
| was settled and discontinued out of 
| the N.Y. supreme court Friday (11). 
| Suit asked $23,791 against Bruns- 
wick $1,121 against 
Phonograph, and $5,151 against Co- 
lumbia Recording. 

There ‘were 474 songs involved in 
the action from 1930 to date, with 


roneous statements were furnished 





records. 


> 


MUTUAL TOPS 


NF-M. MAY END 
LINE ADVANTAGE 


Petrillo Known to Frown 
Upon Blanket Deals Be- 
tween Band Bookers and 
Networks—Gives One Of- 
fice Big Competitive Ad- 
vantage Over Rivals 








BANDS PAY ANYHOW 





James C. Petrillo, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians prez, 
ported as being on the verge of 
cracking down on the network wire 
situation as fay as band bookers are 
concerned. Intimations have flowed 


out of the international union that 
Petrillo will within a short time is- 
sue a regulation banning band book- 
ing offices from purchasing remote 
pickup lines from networks or local 
stations. Under a rule put into ef- 
fect by the AFM some time ago the 
bandleaders themselves are barred 
from paying for their lines. 

The reports are that Petrillo is de- 
termined to wipe out the advantages 
that the purchase of such lines bring 
to a band booker. Petrillo feels that 
the payment for lines should be 
strictly the concern of the spot con- 
tracting for a band’s services and 
that the circumstance that a booking 
office controls so many broadcast 
hours a night should not serve as an 
influential factor in a booking of- 
| fiice’s relations with an employer or 
la band. ” 

AFM would experience little diffi- 

culty in enforcing the ban on wire 
buying against the band bookers 
since all of them are licensed by 
|the international. Petrillo’s proposed 





by Music Corp. of America of its 
contract with CBS. This 
guarantees the network a minimum 
of $75,000 for a minimum of 20 hours 
a week to be used exclusively for the 
|pickup of MCA bands. 
NBC’s Request 
Various band booking offices were 





called in by NBC the week before | 


|last and asked to submit propositions 


|for the purchase of NBC wires. The | 


bookers were asked to state how 
j}many hours a week they wanted and 


{how much of an annual guarantee 
| they were ready to offer for the 
|'service. Consolidated Radio Artists, 


|Ine., formerly had an exclusive con- 
|tract with NBG on band pickups but 
| this arrangement ended with the set- 
itlement of a $40,000 obligation that 


larnrm o~ wea} ° . 
NBC had against CRA. 





Eddie Janis Heads BMI On 
Coast; Disc P.D. Tunes 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Hollywood adjunct to Broadcast 
Music, Inc., came to life last week 
lafter a long stretch of lethargy. Eddie 
Janis, for 15 years Coast professional 
rep for music publishing 





houseés, 


' started functioning as western man- | 


ager of radio’s own music outfit, and 
Lud Gluskin put his orchestra 
through a dozen transcriptions of 
|public domain tunes, freshened up 


| with his own arrangements. 

Platters will be distributed nation- 
ally to exploit the non-ASCAP melo- 
dies. 


Roy Harris With Mills 


Roy Harris, American composer of 
symphonic and chamber music, has 
signatured a five-year exclusive con- 
{tract with Mills Music, Inc. The 
| Mills firm rates this as its most im- 








Columbia | portant coup since spreading out into | 


|the standard field. 

Harris’ works include ‘Folk Song 
|Symphony,’ ‘Challenge: 1940,’ and 
‘Song for Occupation,” ‘When 


the complaint being made that er- Johnny Comes Marching Home’ and 
‘Third Symphony.’ His works were | 
the plaintiff on the actual sale of the formerly published by C. Schirmer, 


Ine. 


is re-| 


to four puts Mutual’s BMI or non- | action would mean the cancellation | 


contract | 


MUSIC 


DEALS DU 





Ss 


Neglected Contacts Revisited 
As Songpluggers Seek Offset 
. Io Dwindling Radio Breaks 





Suit Over 20th Century 
Music Title Abandoned 


Suit of F. Gilbert Pollay, as the 
26th Century Music Publishers, Inc., 
against 20th Century-Fox Film Corp. 
and 20th Century Music Corp. was 
settled and discontinued last week 


to enjoin the film company and its 
subsidiary from the use of 20th Cen- 
tury. 
Pollay claims to be a composed 
‘and music publisher operating from 
| Winslow, Ariz., and in business since 
| 1913. He claimed the defendants 
| were incorporated in 1935 and 1936 
and have been infringing on his 
trade name. 

The film company, for its defense, 
claimed it made an_ exhaustive 
search which failed to show anyone 
using it, and claimed that the plain- 
tiff in 1938 schemed to get at 20th- 
Fox by incorporating, putting out 
several songs, and then sued, 


ASCAP AGAIN 
DEDUCTS FOR 
WAR FUND 


For the third successive quarter 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has deducted 
| a portion of its collections for deposit 
in an emergency fund which is to be 
used in the event it fails to get to- 
gether on a new licensing contract 
with the major radio interests by 
Jan. 1. The distribution of royal- 
ties for the third 1940 quarter, which 
was made last week, equalled just 
about the amount that had been 
whacked up for the parallel quarter 














of 1939, although the _ collections 
made this time were almost 15% 
bigger. 


Policy of paying off no more-than 
had been divvied up for the same 
quarter of the year before the put- 
ting aside the difference was adopted 
by the ASCAP board of directors at 
the beginning of this year. The plan 
is to apply this difference to the col- 
lections of each quarter in 1941. 
Even if no contracts are made with 
| the networks and major local sta- 
tions, there will be income from 
| other sources, such as film theatres, 
restaurants, dancehalls, hotels, night- 
| clubs, etc. In 1939 the income from 
these sources amounted to $2,369,729. 
ASCAP figures that it will get 
|enough .radio money to make this 
|easily $3,000,000 and that with the 
$1,000,000 to $1,500,000 deducted dur- 
ing the current year it will have 
$4,000,000 $4,450,000 to split up 
dur 1941. In 
gros: s $6,511,753. 


DREYFUS FIRMS UNDER 
ONE ROOF IN N. Y. C. 


Max and Louis Dreyfus will soon 
have all their firms under one roof. 

Arrangements have been made to 
move the Crawford Music Corp. over 
to the RKO building in Radio City 
where Chappell & Co. and Marlo 
Music Co. are also quartered. 


| Norman Black at WFIL 


Philadelphia, Oct. 15. 
Norman Black’s orch, seven-man 
string crew, has been named house 
band at WFIL, replacing Anthony 
Candelore’s orch which held forth at 
the studio for the past 18 months. 
Black (nee Nathan Schwartz) will 
| concentrate on the classical with 
very little swing. 


to 


ing 








in N. Y. federal court. Action sought ; 


1939 the Society’s } 


Chicago, Oct. 15. 

With the loss of radio time loom- 
ing darkly around the corner, music 
men are readying to enter new ave- 
nues for the exploitation and plug- 
ging of their tunes. Those who 
haven’t seen anybody but the top 
bandleaders for years are now pre- 
paring to give the handshake to acts, 
|obscure theatre organists, cocktail 
musical groups, tavern singers and 
single engagement orchestras, plug 
outlets which have not been im- 
portant to the music business for 
many years, but which today sud- 
denly spring to a position of promi- 
nence to ali music men. 

In the days before radio acts and 
theatre plugs were a main source of 
exploitation for tunes. To have a 
person such as Sophie Tucker, Aileen 
Stanley, Grace LaRue, Ted Lewis, 
John Steele take over a song for a 
circuit ride meant a year-in, year- 
out plug for a song throughout the 
chief vaude theatres of the nation, 
and these vaude acts were much 
sought after by the pluggers. But 
with the coming of radio, the song 
men turned from the _ backstage 
hangouts and began haunting the 
studio. 

Small orchestras, cafe singers and 
cocktail groups not only haven’t been 
courted by publishers, but were even 
snubbed and refused professional 
copies, even if they made a personal 
visit to the offices and asked for 
copies. 

Now the pluggers are turning back 
to the personal and non-radio plug, 
road-houses, theatres, non-wire cafes 
which haven’t been visited by pub- 
| lishers in several years. 
| Once more the publishers are 
| catering to a singer who can get up 

on the stage of a 3,000-seat theatre 
;and plug a new tune to as many as 

75,000 people in a week. For the past 
| years the publishers have been pass- 
| ing up this 75,000 audience, but now 
| they realize once more that this 
| 75,000 audience in one theatre is 
multiplied many times in theatres 
| throughout the nation, and that this 
| in-person plug is important to offset 
| radio losses, 








Musie Clubs Pro-ASCAP 
New Orleans, Oct. 15. 

| The Louisiana Federation of Music 
Clubs Saturday (12) protested ‘the 
planned boycott by broadcasting sta- 
| tions of American musical composers 
| protected by the ASCAP.’ 

Mrs. Grace Towne of New York, 
| speaking at a regional meeting here, 
said the boycott ‘is a deliberate 
|; movement to deprive the composers 
of royalties.’ 


Out of Court Ending To 
Denton & Haskins Case 
Involving 1918 Songs 


Suit of Gertrude Wood Bernstein 








| against Joseph J. Denton, William R. 


Haskins, and Isabelle C. Haskins, do- 





ing business as Denton & Haskins 


| Music Co., Inc., will shortly be set- 
| tled 


out of the federal court. A 
stipulation filed by the plaintiffs’ at- 
torney requesting that the case be 
taken off the trial calendar, indi- 
cated that the defendants have ac- 
cepted the plaintiffs terms and will 
sign a settlement in the near future. 

Action involved two songs written 
by Leo Wood, former husband of the 
plaintiff in 1918 and published by 
the defendants, The songs were 
‘Somebody Stole My Gal,’ and ‘That’s 
What God Made Mothers For.’ It is 
claimed that after Wood’s death in 
1929, when the rights were acquired 
| by the plaintiff, the defendants have 
| refused to pay royalties. The agree- 
|; ment between Wood and the defend- 
|ants was cancelled by the plaintiff 
in 1938, and she sought in this action 
| to restrain them from further pub- 
| lication, and asked an accounting of 
| profits, back royalties and damages. 
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Band Reviews 








GLENN MILLER ORCH (17) 
With Marion Hutton, Ray Eberle 
Hotel Pennsylvania, N. Y. 

Back again in the Cafe Rouge of 
the Hotel Pennsylvania, N. Y., Glenn 
Miller is smoother than ever, a mu- 


sical trailer for his Chesterfield 
ciggie sponsors and seemingly big 
b.o. in this room. At his own re- 


quest cut to a three-month stay, re- 
vised downward from a six-month 
commitment, Miller is giving out at 
a peak pace, under an expressed de- 
sire that too long in one spot does 
something to his enthusiasm. 

Just off a one-night dance tour, it 
was a bit of a problem for the be- 
spectacled trombone-maestro to gear 
his volume back to normalcy, as be- 
fits the confines of a hotel grillroom, 
but that’s well under control now, 
and he socks it out without impair- 
ing the general acoustical setup. His 
team ot eight brasses is well under 
control in contrast to the five reeds 
and a rhythm section of four. Sup- 
plementing are the cute Marion Hut- 
ton, who, like her sister Betty, is a 
neat blonde looker and an effective 
scat-vocalizer up front. Ray Eberle, 
another whose frere, Bob, has estab- 
lished himself vocally (Jimmy Dor- 
sey’s band), knows how to handle a 
ballad refrain. Jack Lathrop and 
Tex Beneke are other audible assets 
to the setup. 


With maestro Miller tromboning, 
there are three other sliphorns in 
Paul Tanner, Jim Priddy and Frank 
D’Anolfo; four trumpets, Johnny 
Best. Zeke Zarchy, Mickey Mc- 
Mickle and Charles Frankhauser; Hal 
McIntyre and Ernie Cacares on alto 
saxes; Al Klink and Tex Beneke on 
tenor saxes, and Wilbur Schwartz, 


clarinet. plus a rhythm quartet com- | 


prising Maurice Purtill, drums; Trig- 
ger Alpert, bass; Chummy Mac- 
Gregor, piano, and Jack Lathrop, 


guitar. 
Glenn Miller’s is a band 


Withal, 
that satisfies. Alternating relief 


combo is Ciro Rimac’s Cuban troupe, | 


a versatile aggregation best known 
in the varieties, although on the 
night caught Ralph Rotgers band 
was the relief for the relief orches- 
tra, the Rimacs doubling into a vaude 
date in the Bronx. Abel, 


{CLAUDE THORNHILL ORCH (14) 
| Peacock Court 
' Hotel Mark Hopkins, S. F. 

Unique situation is booking of un- 
known band by top hostelry in com- 
petish with Artie Shaw at the Palace 
and Freddie Martin at the St. Fran- 
cis, two of the season's hottest Frisco 
draws. Tribute to newcomer is fact 
he is getting good play and fans like 
him. 

Thornhill’s specialty is piano. In- 
strument is parked front-center, with 
'batoner spending most of his time at 
the ivories. Balance of band com- 
prises two clarinets,,.four sax, three 
trumpets, two trombones, stringbass 
and drums. Nearest thing to strings 
is a clarinet sextet which has been 
developed to the point where it 
sounds uncannily like a violin sec- 
tion, horns being geared for upper 
registers and perfectly blended. 

Band hasn't evolved any particu- 
larly distinctive style, Thornhill’s 
ambition being to play everything, 
developing the unit so it can play 
anything anywhere. Intimate Pea- 
cock Court should be suitable con- 
trast, being just opposite cf gigantic 
Balboa ballroom he _ occupied in 
Southern California all summer. 
Present band is just a year old, cur- 


rent engagement marking its first 
real hotel date. Played substitutions 
in New York last winter and a 


month in an obscure Hartford spot 
| before heading west. 

Thornhill was formerly arranger 
for Kostelanetz, Whiteman, Noble, 
'Goodman, Skinnay Ennis and Hal 
‘Kemp among others, and made up 
'60 arrangements for himself before 
organizing his own band. Chucked 
arranging because he wanted to get 
| back to pounding piano for himself 


again. He is also credited with hav- 
ing ‘made’ Maxine Sullivan through 


his orchestrations of old Scotch airs 
in swing time. 
| Now has a Doctor of Philosophy as 
|has his assistant arranger, Bill Bor- 
don, who got his Ph.D. at Princeton 
in 1937 and uses a mathematical ap- 
proach, working out chord progres- 
sions and melodies on graph paper. 
Thornhill airs nightly on CBS, fre- 


{quently on Trans-Continental. Dur- 
| ing ether time he hots things up con- 
siderably, explaining reason before- 
hand to Frisco dancers who like an 
| easy-going shuffle. Wern. 


JACK TOWNES ORCHESTRA (9) 
| El Morocco,-N. Y. 

Jack Townes has a nifty dance 
band at the refurbished El Morocco, 


Bands at the Boxoffice 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, {s the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated, Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 








i still the town’s No. 1 class nitery | holiday price.) 





(along with Felix Ferry’s Monte ae Covers Total 
Carlo and Sherman  Billingsley’s eoks Past Covers 
Stork, of course) and looking even | pes” : ty Played Week On Date 
orbe. _) . Eddy Duchin......Waldorf (500; $1-$1.50)...........++. 5 1,050 6,45 

better under its new Vernon Mac- é , 450 
| Farlane decor, which has resurrected | Ray Heatherton...Biltmore CBBGs BE<51.GO)... .ccccccséce 7 200 925 
,the famed zebra-stripe background | Abe Lyman*....,. New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 0 1,000 1,000 
| against which ‘cafe society’ likes to | Ray Kinney*...... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)...........22 1,475 28,350 
pose so photogenicaily. Townes’ | Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)............ 1 1,375 2,125 
me ee fit me scene like ae ~_'~ | Glenn Miller...... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)..... -» 1 1,850 1,850 
| week, many being recruits from the | Tony Pastor......Lincoln (225; 75c-$1.50)......ssesee. "4 
; original Ernie Holst band, long a d ome ¢ +. SE0-G8.58) 2 475 1,400 





fixture at John Perona’s nocturnal | 
| hangout. Holst is presently in Chi- 

| cago. 

|- Townes has a rhythmic setup with 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting 
major draw, {3 days. 


floor show, although the band is the 





!the maestro saxing at the helm, em- 
| bracing three reeds, three brass and 
three rhythm, including much ver- 
|satility on the vocal end, ranging 
| from solos to quartets. Class cafe 
bands like Townes, Holst, Ted 
Straeter, Jack Harris, Val Olman, et 
‘al. are stylized in that the melody 
is predominant along with a must 
emphasis on forthright rhythmpa- 
| tion. Abel. 

| 


UNION LOSES APPEAL 


|Was Fined $500 ‘For Putting Ball- | 
room Out of Biz’ 


: Glen Island Leni On 


After a wobbly start, indications 
are that the post-season operation 
of the Glen Island Casino, New Ro- 
chelle, New York, will continue. Les 
|Brown’s orchestra has been set to 
| Succeed the current Gene Krupa 
| next Tuesday (22). Krupa shifts to 
| the Roseland Ballroom, N. Y., for a 
month Oct. 25. 








continue its first attempt at remain- 
ing open following the normal sum- 
Easton, Pa., Oct. 15. | Mer season was doubtful for a while. 
The Pennsylvania. Supreme Court | Response was not good the firs 
‘has upheld the verdict of a North-| week, but almost doubled the sec- 
|}ampton county jury, rendered here, | ond. 
|awarding $500 damages to the Eddy- | 


soa Gio Acrerican Federation of| Byrne Will Play Own 
Musicians, of Easton. The Eddyside . 
Trombone or Won't Play 


Company charged that the red 
local had placed its ballroom on ‘for- | 
| Bobby Byrne’s appendectomy has 

















| bidden territory’ list, forcing it to 
'close because it could not get orches- 
tras. 

The union took the appeal to the 
|Supreme Court, the decision being 


he will play his scheduled date at 
|Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 








handed down last week. | which begins Oct. 22. Leader was 
operated on at Post Graduate hos- 

George Bassman went to work on pital) New York, last Wednesday 
the scoring of ‘Hullabaloo’ at Metro. (9), while his band was at the 
iStrand theatre, N.Y. General 

















Personal 


Management 


¥% Walter Winchell 


“Orchids to Ella Fitzgerald—Ella-gant singing” 


Dorothy Kilgallen —N. Y. Journal American 


“A Gold Star to Ella 


“Ella Fitzgerald and 





Sid Shalit —radio Columnist, N. Y. Daily News: 
“Ella Fitzgerald is the best swing singer I’ve heard.” 


Nick Kenny—Radio Editor, N. ¥. Daily Mirror 


| 


Amusement Corp., Byrne’s bookers, 
peer Frank Dailey, owner of Meadow- 


the date. Byrne says it won’t. 
GAC and Dailey want the re- 
cuperating leader 
outfit as scheduled, not to play with, 
but just to lead the band. Byrne 
says his band’s arrangements are 
built around his trombone and that 
inasmuch as broadcast wires are 
plentiful from Meadowbrook he 
wants no substitute playing his horn 


fectiveness. 

While he’s been hospitalized the 
band has been batonned at the 
Strand by a number of contempo- 
raries, and others. Gene Krupa, 
Abe Lyman, Charlie Barnet, Gray | 
Gordon, Fred Waring, Jan Savitt. | 
Vincent Lopez Johnny McGee, 
Johnny Green, Teddy Powell, Ben 
Cutler, Benny Goodman. Eddy Du- 
chin, Shep Fields, Joe Venuti, and 
Tommy Tucker, have showed. Mil- 
ton Berle did a show Sunday (13). 


Detroit Jitterbugs Meet 
Politicians—Riot Results 


Detroit, Oct. 15. 

A riot broke out here last week | 
when jitterbugs and politicians got 
their wires crossed. The Forest 
Club here was scheduled for both | 
a Wendell Willkie rally and a jitter- 
bug contest About 300 Negroes 
showed up for each event Result 
was a ruckus which brought out the 
police riot squads. 

What's 


worse, the clash between 
the jitterbug contestants and the 
politicians not only had_ rocks 


thrown, but somebody pulled a gat 
and winged Dovie Buckman, one of 
the hot contestants, in the foot. 
Evening ended with neither faction 
getting the hall and dozens in the 
coop 


—N. Y. Daily Mirror 





Ken Bailey, saxman, named direc- 
tor in charge of all music for Fort 
Pitt hotel, Pittsburgh. He’s install- 
ing a three-piece outfit in the cock- 
tail lounge, wil] arrange all bands | 
for private parties and is to head his 
own dance crew for dinner and sup- 
per sessions in recently reopened 
Norse room. Bailey replaces Ralph 
Harrison’s 4 Aces at that spot to- 
morrow night (16). Nucleus of crew 
will be Bailey, Johnny Mitchell, the- 
atre and nitery organist, and Al De- 
Lernia, accordionist. For vocalist, 
he’s signed femme baritone, Jessie | 
Wheatley, who has been singing at 
Seventh, Ave. hotel lounge for last 
two years. 


Fitzgerald”’ 


her orchestra are the ‘tops’.”’ 


48 West 48th St 
C. New York 





| 
Victor Young doing the scoring job. 
on ‘Moon Over Burma‘ at Paramount. | 





Whether or not Glen Island would | 


istarted a controversy as to whether | 


brook, say the band will comolete, 


on tap with his | 


and maybe lessening the band’s ef- | 
. takes | has not yet been told of the ampu- 


| 


BUFFALO NOW HAS 
MODERN BALLROOMS 


Buffalo, Oct. 15. 

| Long-felt need for a new dance 
spot here was filled yesterday (Mon- 
day) with opening of $2,700,000 

Municipal Auditorium. First to play 
it will be Bob Chester, coming in 
| Thursday (17) for one-nighter. 
| Since armories were closed to 
public, this second largest city in 
|state has had no large space to run 
}a ‘name’ shuffle. Before that, pro- 
moters had choice of draughty 
Broadway Aud (now an armory) and 
equally airy 174th Armory. Several 
bandsmen in past refused to play 
here for lack of regular dance space. 

Chester booked in by Esquire 
Ballroom backers, who pianned first 
to run it in their 1,000-person room 
|} but changed plans to put on first 
shuffle in new ultra-modern spot. 
Dance space is just small part of 
new Aud, which has large sports 
arena, numerous lecture and ban- 
quet halls, ete. Local-born Rose 
Bampton sang at yesterday’s dedica- 
tion and Dorothy Thompson 
first lecture last night. 

City also unveiled new 3,000-per- 
son music hall over week-end but 
that’s exclusively for concert work. 
No pop music allowed. 








gave 





| Bill Stein Better 


Condition of Bill Stein, v.p. of Mu- 
sic Corp, of America, who had his 
left leg amputated at the knee last 
week following a heart attack, is 
‘100% improved.’ No further surg- 
ery will be necessary as first feared. 

He has rallied enough to express 
a desire to leave the hospital, but 


tation. Wound has been covered by 
baking apparatus which quickens 
healing. 








THE DARK ANGEL 
OF THE VIOLIN 


EDDIE 
SOUTH 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 
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(has. Barnet’s Rebellion Accumulates 
New Pressures at AFM Against Him 





—-_—_-—- 


Charges that he is violating union 
rules in not heeding an order issued 
to him by the American Federation | 
of Musicians have been filed against | 
Charlie Barnet with the AFM inter- 
national executive board, Two such 
complaints have been presented, one 
over the signature of Leo Clues- 
mann, member of the AFM admin- 
istrative staff under James C. Pe- 


trillo, AFM prez., and another by | 
Consolidated Radio Artists. Both, in 
essence, charge that Barnet is vio- 
lating union regulations by not abid- 
ing by the ruling issued by Petrillo 
over Barnet’s fight with Consoli- 
dated. 

Ruling in question came after 
Barnet had severed relations with | 
CRA, which holds a booking contract 
on his band for 10 years from last | 
March. Leader booked himself at 
the Fiesta Danceteria, New York, for | 
a stretch beginning last Sept. 13 and | 
CRA made an attempt to halt its 
completion. At a meeting the after- 
noon of the band’s start at the danc- 
ery, Petrillo told Barnet that he had 
AFM permission to go to court to 
try to break the CRA contract, but 
that in the meantime he was to abide 
by its terms. That meant he couldn’t 
play the Fiesta. Barnet played the 
date anyway. 

In his answer to the Cluesmann 
and CRA charges, which probably 
will be heard at the next executive 
board meeting, Barnet points out that 
Petrillo’s ruling was not consistent. 
Claims that had he continued work- 
ing for CRA while resorting to legal 
proceedings to abrogate the contract, 
he would be in the position of ac- 
cepting benefits and thereby recog- 
nizing as valid, a situation that he 
had already denied as being in force. 
Before the meeting in question the 
leader had informed CRA, by reg- 
istered mail, that it no longer was to 
book his band. 

Now Booked 
In addition Barnet swears that 











jthe opening gun. 





CRA had no bookings for his band 


beyond Sept. 6. Says that as soon 
as he notified CRA he was going to 
play the Fiesta beginning the 13th, 
;}and was willing to pay it a com- 
mission on it, the booking office be- 
gan setting dates for him to play, all 
vd which conflicted with the Fiesta 
ate, 


Those unplayed dates have had 
repercussions, Leader has received 
notification of at least two suits 
lodged against him for breach of 
contract. One demands $750 damages 
for failure to report for a one-niter 
Sept. 14 at the Ramona Gardens, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., operated by 
Alex Demar. Another wants $500 for 
not showing on Sept. 18 at the 
Strand theatre, Cumberland, Md. 


Barnet’s own suit against CRA, 
papers in which were served on CRA 
Sept. 9, returnable within 20 days, 
has been delayed. CRA asked for 
an extension of time in answering 
Ten-day set back 
was granted. Barnet is asking for 
an accounting of monies earned and 
a release from the 10-year tie. 

In the meantime, however, CRA 
is continuing to ‘book’ Barnet. Lat- 
est is for eight days at Ray Galvin’s 
Raymor Ballroom, Boston, beginning 
Nov. 16. Leader has advised Galvin 
it won’t be fulfilled and advised CRA 
again to halt such operations. 


Barnet’s band with John Kirby’s 
small combo, cracked Gene Krupa’s 
Sunday afternoon and evening rec- 
ord at the Dancing Campus, World’s 
Fair, N. Y. last week (29) by culling 
13,184 admissions, 


15 In WBEN Unit 


Buffalo, Oct. 15. 

WBEN house band now totals 15 
men, plus Leader Bob Armstrong. 
Added fiddle section in Milton Ball, 
first violin; Charlie Coumont, sec- 
ond, and Tony Pecora, third. 

Feeds ‘Matinee in Rhythm’ sus- 
tainer to NBC-Red Saturdays at 
12:45 p.m. 











Federal Court Approves 
Agreement Settling 
U.S. Record Tangle 


The battle between the U. S. Rec- 
ord Corp., and the Scranton Record 
Manufacturing Co., was settled Fri- 
day (11), when federal Judge Vin- 
cent L. Leibell in N. Y. approved an 
agreement between the embattled 
pair and the Pilgrim Trust Co., 
largest creditor of U. S. Record. The 





dispute arose out of the sale to it- | 


self for $16,000, of mothers, stampers, 


and masters, originally belonging to | 
U. S. Record on August 19, by the, 


Scranton Record Co. 


It was claimed by U. S. Record, 
which filed its reorganization peti- 
tion on Sept. 5, that the Scranton 
outfit was acting illegally in dispos- 
ing of these assets, and an injunc- 
tion proceeding to prevent the dis- 
position of the records and masters 
was begun. On Oct. 8 in Pennsyl- 
vania, an agreement was reached, 
whereby an inventory will be taken 
of the 233,000 records held by Scran- 
ton, with the records being sold by 
U. S. Record, and the proceeds 
evenly divided. The records will re- 
main in Scranton’s possession till 
sold, and Scranton will retain as its 
own, all mothers, masters and stamp- 
ers. U. S. Record will receive the 
mothers, masters and stampers in 
possession of the Quackenbush Ware- 
house Co., free of any claims of 
Scranton, 


Transfer of all capital stock of the | 
other organization back to the origi- | 
nal owner, and a surrender of notes 
will be made. The agreement was 
reached because it was decided most 
of the records are of popular songs, 
the lifetime of which is limited in 
popularity, and the result of a long 
court battle would leave the winner 
in a position of owning outdated and 
no longer desired records. 





Harry James shaking up his band. 


| Has replaced guitarist Red Kent with 


Benny Heller; Hoyt Bohannon, trom- 
bone, replaced Truett Jones; John 
Mezey, sax, vice Sam Donahue, who 
gos to Benny Goodman; Claude 
Lakey takes Dave Mathews’ sax 
chair, and Al Stearns is outright 
trumpet addition, 


Ballroom Sues MCA on Tommy Dorsey 


Booking; ‘Malicious Interference’ 





Widow Sues Cricket Club 


Philadelphia, Oct. 15. 
Mrs. Jane Cobb Skiillern, widow 
of Andrew Porter Skillern, society 
band leader, filed suit in Montgom- 
|ery county court on Friday (11) to 








Merion Cricket Club where her hus- 
band was killed last June 15. 

Skillern, who was conducting his 
band at a club dance that night, 
plunged from the second story bal- 
cony when a guard rail gave way. 
| He died the following day of a frac- 
tured skull. The suit alleges negli- 
gence on the part of the club. Mrs, 
Skillern asks $10,000 as administratix 
of the estate of her husband, and 
$40,000 for loss of companionship and 
maintenance. 


‘WAR PALL CANCELS 





Phig.delphia, Oct. 15. 

Anglophilic Philly society has put 
a damper on its festivities for the 
duration of the hostilities overseas 
and thus has struck a serious blow at 
‘an important source of revenue of 
Philly musicians. 

Many private parties have been 
called off or curtailed. Debuts will 
probably not be as lavish as before 
the blitz. One of the most important 
functions in the local social calendar— 
the Benedicks’ Ball—has been cailed 
off entirely. It was to have taken 
place the Friday after Christmas at 
the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, but was can- 
celled at a meeting of its sponsors 
over the week-end. 

The ball—named for a group of 
married men who founded itin 1898 
—has only been cancelled _three 
other times in its history—1914, be- 
cause of the outbreak of war in Eu- 
rope; 1918, because of America’s en- 
try, and 1932, because of business 
conditions, 








recover $50,000 damages from the} 


PHILADELPHIA DANCE) 








> 
—— 


Operators of the Palladium Balle 
room, Hollywood, have filed suit for 
$500,000 against Music Corp. of 
America, charging ‘malicious inter- 
ference’ with Tommy Dorsey’s sixe 
week location date at their spot, bee 
ginning Oct. 31. Louis Brecker, co- 
owner of the Palladium and operator 
of the Roseland Ballroom, New York, 
asserts that the suit was started on 


| the coast Monday (14) because MCA 


booked Dorsey at the Paramount the- 
atre, Los Angeles, the two weeks 
preceding the band’s going to work 
for him. 

Brecker’s Hollywood partner ob- 
tained last Thursday (10) a tempo- 
rary injunction against Fanchon & 
Marco, operators of the Paramount, 
enjoining them from advertising 
Dorsey’s theatre date on the grounds 
that the ads conflicted with the 
printed matter re the band’s start at 
the Palladium. Injunction, however, 
was vacated Monday (14), when a 
permanent stay was denied. Band’s 
date at the Paramount begins Oct. 18 
and ends the day before the start of 
the Palladium’s six weeks. Latter 
has not been cancelled, Brecker ex- 
plaining that too much money has 
gone into advertising the opening 
and Dorsey’s appearance to erase the 
showing. 

Terms of the contract between 
Dorsey and the Palladium originally 
called for the latter to add $3,000 to 
Dorsey’s salary to underwrite the 
expense of flying his band to the 
Coast. Brecker says the original in- 
tention was for Dorsey to stay at the 
Astor hotel, New York, until late in 
October, then fly to the Coast at his 
expense. Ina Ray Hutton replaced 
the Dorsey crew early in September, 
however, Dorsey playing a string of 
one-nighters in the east before sin- 
gle dating it westward. 

There was no understanding be- 
tween the bandleader and ballroom 
ops other than the Dorsey crew could 
play one-nighters up and down the 
Pacific coast if it desired before 
starting at the Palladium. 
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HELD OVER-7 


Hotel Syracuse . 
Signed to return 





HELD OVER at 








WEEKS 


June 14, 1941 


* 


the Neptune 


Room, Washington, D.C... + 
Signed to return Dec. 7, 1940 


* 


HELD OVER at the Roxy Theatre, 


Atlanta, Georgia . . . First time 
in the History of the theatre. 





Direction 
Consolidated Radio Artists 





MILT 


ERTH 


SWINGING A SONG OF HOLD OVERS 


NOW PLAYING 2nd WEEK—ROXY, NEW YORK 


Held Over 3rd and 4th WEEKS —wit ine new picture! 














tion niceties in 
the marimbaphone ), 





tious brand of swing. 


‘Honky 
‘Sheik of Araby’ and the ‘ 


VARIETY, 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Tonk Train Blues,’ 


Issue Oct. 9th, 1940 


The one major staging fault is the placing of the Milt Herth Trio 
within the first 10 minutes of the show. 
be a closing smash, with the strikingly costumed line’s routine to ‘Rhum- 
boogie’ adding much to a finale blowoff. 
girls pounding tom-toms strapped to their swinging hips, is now merely 
an interlude in the Milt Herth session, with the Herth crew making it 
tough for the subsequent proceedings, 


Herth, at the electric organ, lively Jack Connor at the drums and 
marimbaphone, and Morty Jacobs at the piano give out with an infec- 
They’re presented nicely here on a miniature 
stage that rolls down close to the foots, and they live up to the produc- 
‘Tea for Two’ 
30ogie’ tune with the line. 


The swing musical outfit could 


Instead, this dance, with the 


(Connor on 


Scho. 




















HERTH 


AND HIS 


QUAKE TRIO 


HELD OVER--5 Successive Years DECCA RECORDS 





Thanks to 
Jack Partington and Jesse Kay 
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Night Club Reviews 








MOUNDS CLUB, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Oct. 12. 
Sammy Walsh, Peggy Fears, Three 
Idlers, Sid Prussin’s Orch. 








As the No. 1 nitery of the town, 
this urbanely intimate spot and its 
policy are unique. Seating less than 
150, with okay cuisine and service, 
it gets the biggest play from the 
most exclusive, blue-booked heavy 
spenders of Northern Ohio. Since 
money is no object to sophisticated 
clientele, it has been getting such 


names as Hildegarde, Sheila Barrett ; } 2 
concentrated in the size of the band. | 
iThis season Spitz will go in for 


and, currently, Peggy Fears. 


Back in circulation after an ill- 
ness, Miss Fears looks thinner, but 
has all of her old vitality. 
voice also is in top cOndition, hit- 
ting highest notes in good form. It’s 
her first nitery appearance here and 
her act. new to most localites, is as 
sveltly framed 2 her smart evening 
gowns. 

What makes n.ost of her numbers 
click are her smart arrangements 
and showmanship acquired in Zieg- 
feld shows. 
quality most effectively in her show- 
girl satire, parading with book bal- 
anced on head. Her pipes hit their 
mellowest stride in ‘Falling In Love 
With Love,’ but she also works up 
some vocal heat in ‘South American 
Way. Delivers six songs so em- 
phatically that three encores were 
enthusiastically called for at session 
covered. 


Sammy Walsh, emcee, not only 
warms up the small revue for her 
but also makes it seem muc.: bigger. 
Sardonic in wit and volatile as ever, 
he is given a free hand here, rib- 
bing even the club’s best payees. 
Breezy vein of impudent mockery 
runs through his impersonations. 
from his amusing ones on Harry 
Richman, Ted Lewis and Henry 
Busse to a new scorcher on Arthur 
Murray studio teachers. These are 
familiar bits but smart in well-turned 
satire, retold engagingly with the 
Walsh personality. 

Three Idlers, a particularly tune- 
ful trio of instrumental strollers, 


double in revue as background for | 


emcee. Sid Prussin’s orch holds the 
stand, uncorking a brand of sweet, 
rhythmic danceology that is neatly 
attuned to the intimate room. 
Pullen. 


Her | Leonard 


She capitalizes latter | 


| COLLEGE INN, K. C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 12. 





Harland Leonard Orch a es, Rutgers U., New Brunswick, N. | 


Taylor, Ernie Williams, 
| Jones. Jessie Price; Royal Rhum- 
baliers. 





After several years under the label 
of Club Continental this spot has 
been refurnished and the policy re- 
vised: result: The College Inn. Its 


owner Eddie Spitz’s means of re- | 


minding the crowd that he’s once 


again downtown after a summer out | 
in the country at the White House | 


Gardens. ' ‘ : 
The overhauled policy is mainly 


larger crews with name value, and 
is set for several weeks. 
| The lid is off as far as cover or mini- 
mum is concerned. This is in de- 
ference to the Kansas City closing 
law, which stops liquor at midnight 
Saturday. Consequently any attempt 
‘at a floor show is almost nullified 
and with it the idea of a cover or 
a minimum. 

The new system seems to be work- 
ing as the house take is already up 
over last season’s par, and the opera- 
'tion has been under way only a few 
days. Spot is being boosted by a 
nightly half heur via KCKN, 250- 
watter on the Kansas side of the city. 
|but one which does heavy work to 


| get the band listeners. 


Leonard’s outfit is of local origina- 
ition and made its mark here. This 
/'move indoors follows its summer at 
ithe White House and a previous run 
,at the local Century Room besides 
ja spell in Frisco. Its four-reed. five- 
| brass, four rhythm setup is okay and 
|is arranged for special work on the 
|jive side, for which this dusky outfit 
|has been noted. Style is somewhat 
learmarked by the name of Jessie 
| Price. who gets featured billing, at 
ithe drums. Myra Taylor (‘(tempo- 
|\rarily hospitalized) takes the bulk of 
vocal work, and male voice work is 
handled by Ernie Williams. who 
| doubles as front man while Leonard 
confines himself to lead sax. Darwin 
Jones, tenor sax member, also takes 
|a turn at the vocals. 
der MCA direction and contributes 
to Bluebird record library. 

Between band sets the Royal 
|Rhumbaliers continue with their 
four-piece Mexican string ensemble. 


|They’ve been on hand for several | gy? . ’ wie 
|seasons and are considered part of | mount's Las Vegas Nights, Dorsey’s | Grill, Toledo. 


Quin. 


the lease. 


The crew is un- | 

















sponsible 








Thanks to all those re- 


cess of my song— 
“WHEN THE SWAL- 
LOWS COME BACK 
TO CAPISTRANO”’— 
| who made it possible 
for me to win the 
ASCAP award for the 
outstanding composi- 
tion of the 


“WHEN THE SWALLOWS COME 
BACK TO CAPISTRANO” 


Published by M. WITMARK & SONS 


for the suc: 


quarter. 


On the Upbeat 


Sammy Kaye band opens its third | Massapequa Park, L. I. In that spot 
straight winter season at the Com-/ regularly is Jimmy Monaco’s gang. 
‘'modore hotel, New York, tomorrow 
(Thursday). 


| Bend Beckines | 














| Tommy Tucker, Nov. 1, week, 
Lyric theatre, Indianapolis; 10, week, 
/Roxy theatre, Atlanta, Ga. 

Bob Chester, Oct. 25-26, U. of 
‘North Carolina, Chapel Hill; Nov. | 





Vaughn Monroe band makes Con. 
necticut debut in one-nighter Sunday 
(20) at Ritz ballroom, Bridgeport, 


George Hall and Dolly’ Dawn back 
on Columbia Records’ Okeh label. 


3 8- itz , S. C.; 15, 
5: S46, Chae, Caatseen, 5 Singer will cut with small combo 


|State College, State College, Pa.; 22, 





Bob Chester will be New Haven 








\Lafayette U.. Easton, Pa. called the Dawn Patrol as well as’ Arena band Sunday (20). Benny 
Ina Ray Hutton, Oct. 20, Roxy | With big band. Goodman's new orchestra set for 
nm epee | Roe Nerve's 1i-piece hand males dae 
Johnny Long, Oct. 25, 10 days, To-! . “tl “et - ' 
tem ard B. Auburndale Stone | its first dates in the east Starting Resalean and Seville, dancers, 
| Cats & Fiddle Nov. 11, three about Nov. 5. Band has been in the still at their Casa Seville, Franklin 
weeks, Black Bear Cafe, Esterly, Pa.| Midwest since forming early this | Square, L. I. Dick Lane's orchestra 
Del Courtney, Nov. current, 


10, Rink B.,) 
| Waukegan, ITl1.; Jan. 3, 1941, Meuhle- 
bach hotel, Kansas City, indef. | Vaughn Monree closes Nov. 9 at 
| Ben Cutler, Oct. 29-30, Manhattan | Seiler’s Ten Acres, Wayland, Mass., 
| Beach, N. Y. | after a summer long stay and heads 
Duke Ellington, Oct. 29-30, Orph- | for one-nighter tour. 
eum theatre, Madison, Wis. 
| Ted Lewis, Nov. 7, Palm Isle,| Al Kavelim booked to play annual |"¢wed for four more weeks at the 
| Longview, Texas. Pittsburgh Auto Show for week be- | ©4848 Manana, Culver City, Calif. 
Vincent Lopez, Noy. 1, one-night, ginning Saturday (19). 
,Benjamin Franklin hotel, Philadel- | 
|phia; 4, New Bradford theatre, Brad- 
ford, Pa.; 6, Capitol theatre, Wheel- 
ing, W. Va. 
Will Osborne, Dec. 8-9, Michigan 
_theatre, Ann Arbor. | 
Vaughn Monroe, Oct. 20, 
Ballroom, Bridgeport, Conn. 








Ken Casey and his orchestra in at 
the Turnpike Tavern, Hempstead 
N. Y. 





—— 





Henry Busse’s orchestra was re- 











| Artie Shaw drew a six-week ex- 


Teddy King at Yacht Club, Pitts- tension at the Palace, San Francisco, 


burgh, picked up for at least four | 
additional weeks. 





Benny Strong back in the Tutwiler 
| Hotel Continental Room, Birming- 
’ j|ham, heading extensive floor show 
Bob Pelan, saxman with Herman which features ballroom dancers 


Middleman orch, has left that outfit | Charlo and Dupree and the six Le- 
| | to join house crew at Casino theatre, | 


|; nora Debs. 
| | Pittsburgh. mbeacay 
Gail Reese, formerly vocalist with 


TOM DORSEY DRAWS | Joe Villella, KQYV, Pittsburgh, an- Glenn Miller, Bunny Berigan and 
3,000 T0 PLA-MOR, K. e econgrall ln Mc yp ig Bam | Charlie Barnet, returning to show 


business after a year’s vacation. 
| engagement, second there in as many 
| 


| months. 
| 
| 
| 


Ritz 

















Larry Kent engagement at the 


ee Empire Room, Hotel Utah, ends 
First sizeable name band of the’ Douglas Allen, sax player and vo-| Oct. 17. Immediately Skeeter Pal- 


fall season was the Thursday (10) calist with Jerry Fuller's orchestra, | mer, accordionist, pianist and singer 
night stand of Tommy Dorsey crew has joined the Canadian Navy as a| will open with his orchestra. 
,at the Pla-Mor ballroom. Band drew | bandsman and is stationed at Esqui- 
|aver 3,000 customers at a gate ad-/ malt, B. C. 
|mission of $1.30 per head and an ad- | _- 
vance fee of $1.15. Total of $3,250,, Lou Breese band has been bought 
big money for this spot, but mid-| by the Hannibal, Mo., Chamber of 
week date held down take. Orin! Commerce for an admission free hop 
Tucker in date last spring played to Oct. 30, celebrating the paying off of | rent two-week stand at the Bruns- 
over 4.000. the mortgage on its bridge across the | wick hotel, Boston, to go back into 
Dorsey and band made a string of Mississippi and cessation of toll col- | the Dancing Campus at the World's 
one nighters between a date in St. lecting. Fair, New York, the last week of op- 
Louis and its opening in the Pal- |eration, starting Sunday (20), 


ae , ro | 
\ladium, Hollywood, where the orch Gayle Beod, whe sang fer twe | erry 
will play while working in Para-| 


Kansas City, Oct. 15. 











Hetel Newheuse, Salt Lake, has 
Joe Mallory Orchestra four times 
weekly, dine and dance. 


Charlie Barnet cuts short his cur- 











years with Emerson Gill, now with| Larry Clinten into the Ansley ho- 
| Paul Spor’s band, at the Willard | tel, Atlanta, Ga., for two weeks Nov. 

18, the first non-MCA band set there. 
Lawrence, Kan- | 


ie film venture. | MCA, however, splits commissions 
|sas, Omaha and Ogden were stops | Vanity Ballroom, in the Moose | with General Amusement, which 


ion the one-nighter route. | Auditorium, Fort Wayne, has begun | handles Clinton. 
| Manager Will Wittig of the Pla-| its Sunday night public dances, using | 
Mor Officialy inaugurated the fall) Frankie Schenk and the Wise Sis- 
season in his newly decorated hall | ters. 
with Dorsey engagement. | 








Manhattan Beach, New York, still 
operating weekends, though its sea- 
son normally folds soon after Labor 

Paul Denniker, ex-Will Osborne! Day. Warm weather held biz up. 
pianist, now in at Casa Loma, Frank- 
|lin Square, L. 1, with his five-piece 
| crew. 











rrie Henry Busse held over at Casa 

Herbie Kay Ma s | Manana, Culver City, Cal., first outfit 

| to stay beyond booked time. Band 

St. Louis, Oct. 15. Ernie De Lange and his orchestra| resigned to Morris agency for an- 

Herbie Kay, orchestra leader and did one-nighter at College Barn,| other year last week. 
former husband of Dorothy Lamour, 


screen star, was married on Aug. 13 — _ 
in St. Charles, Mo., near here, to} Tt = > 


ne ae ss a ee ee ae | : p ARAD E 
oF HIT 5 


at Houston, Texas, it became known 






































last week. In applying for a license 
Kay gave his correct name, Herbert 
Powers Kaumeyer, and Justice of the 
Peace William F. Wolters who per- 
formed the wedding ceremony said 
he did not know the couple. ‘There 
were just another couple to me,’ he 
said. 

Kay, 31, married Miss Lamour in 
Waukegan, Ill, May 10, 1935. She 
obtained an uncontested divorce May 
1, 1939. Kay’s present wife was the 
widow of Ira Rinehart, founder of 
1 the concern which she now heads. 
Her father, the late L. B. Denning of 
Houston, was prez of the Lone Star 
Gas Co. Kay and his wife are in 
Houston where the orch is playing an 
engagement. 





| Every Song a Hit: 
OUR LOVE AFFAIR 


Words and Music by Arthur Freed and Roger Edens 


ickey Rooney 
dy Garland and Mic e 
Sung by irs Picture “Strike Up The Band 


A HANDFUL OF STARS 


Words and Music by Jack Lawrence and Ted Shapiro 
or : , 
from M-G-M's Picture Hullabaloo 


M VALLEY 





Keep Up With Goodman 


As well as playing with the New 
York Philharmonic Symphony Or- 
chestra at Carnegie Hall, N. Y.. Dec 
12 and 13, Benny Goodman will 
probably broadcast with that group 





LEON RENE 


Writer of 
“Sleepy Time 
Down South” 








NICK KENNY'S newest on 
By Nick Kenny, Charles Kenny and joe Burke 


Dec. 15. Symphony outfit airs every 
Sunday afternoon on the Columbia 
network and, if the idea goes, 
through, Goodman will repeat the, 
numbers he plays with it at Car- | 
negie. 

Goodman’s new band has been 
cancelled out of its starting dates at 
‘the Coliseum, Baltimore, on Friday | 
(18), and Washington & Lee U., Lex- 
ington, Va., the next day because the 
band won’t be ready. It’s teeoff is 
now set for the 25th at Lehigh U., 
Bethlehem, Pa. | 

Leader will appear at Roseland | 
Ballroom, Brooklyn, N. Y., the night | 
he was supposed to play Washington | 
_& Lee to intro the band of Sonny | V4 
‘Burke, which he’s sponsoring, and | 
which starts a stand there that 








d finest ballad hit 








2 Current Favorites On Radio and Records 


UM NOBODY'S BABY 
LOVE LIES 








evening. 
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Philly AGVA Warns Agents Against 


Doing Biz With Kelly, Reviving UEA 


aa 





Philadelphia, Oct. 15. 

Philly agents were warned last 
week not to sign any agreements 
with the faction of members of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
aligned with Tom Kelly, ousted by 
the national board in New York last 
week (7). The warning was sent in 
a letter following reports that Kelly 
was seeking to revive the old 
United Entertainers Assn. as an indie 
actors union here in competish with 
AGVA. 

Signed by Lee Traver, named 
Philly executive secretary by Hoyt 
C. Haddock, national executive sec- 
retary, it read in part: 

‘The National board of the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists has 
confirmed the discharge of Thomas 


FE. Kelly, former local executive sec- | 


retary, as being of permanent tenure. 
Any information you have to the 
contrary should not be credited. 


‘We wish to call your specific at- | 


tention to the fact that AGVA is the 
only union in Philadelphia, repre- 
senting variety performers, that is 
affiliated with the American Fed- 
erection of Labor and the Central 
Labor Union. 


‘Therefore, to avoid unpleasant 
complications, extreme caution 
should be exercised that no agree- 
ments are signed with any person or 
persons purporting to represent per- 
formers, without having proper up- 
to-date credentials from AGVA.’ 


The letter further stated that 
Traver and Jack Miller newly ap- 
pointed national rep, would call 


upon each agent in the near future. 
To this letter was attached a 
of Haddock’s official discharge 
Kelly. 
Efforts 
failed, 


rey 


copy 
of 


this week 
evidences of 
activity around the head- 
the UEA. Kelly’s ouste 
became final last week after a couple 
of months of ‘in-again-out-again’ 
business that kept the Philly 
AGVA local dither. 

First Kelly fired last August 
for alleged incompetence. Then the 
local held a stormy meeting in which 
Kelly was endorsed and a 
made that Traver be ousted. 


Kelly 
were 


reach 
there 


to 
but 
ol 

quarters of 


val 


has 
in a 


was 


demand 
Three 


weeks ago the national board re- 
instated Kelly on a_ probationary 
basis, provided that he promise in 
writing to conform to the union's 


constitution and obey the board's in- 
structions. 


Kelly, however, notified the board 
that he couldn't accept the reinstate 
until the board had acted on a 


resolution passed by the Philly mem 


ment 


bership calling for seces m tTrom 
AGVA ‘until the union is purged of 
the Communist element,’ and _ that 
Kelly be reinstated with full back 


pay. Kelly was then bounced ‘as 
permanent 


of 
tenure.’ 


TCECAPADES’ IN LAYOFF 
FOR SOME OVERHAULING 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 15 
‘Tcecapades,’ ice show sponsored by 
Ss 


Arena 


Managers Assn.. headed by 
Johnny Harris here. laying off 
Several week: prio to begin 

€ ong to of the are i 

G dens, local Orts arena eC ‘ 
Nov. 4. Rink revue has been b k 
ing in all immer, first in New O 
€a then Atlantic City and N« 
Orlear a2ain where closed a 
turn engagement last week 

Additional tunes and production 


numbers will be added to the winter 
ircuit, and show will go back 
rehearsal here end of month. 

Mayhall. 
Cal 


into 
Jerry 
local musician who is musi- 


: conductor for ‘Icecapades,’ 
ree for vacation and will go on 
‘Our again with show, turning down 


enance to resume his regular berth 
Tile ’ 

a Wilken’s Amateur Hour with 

ian McDonald over station WJAS 


New Martinique Show 


Henny 


Youngman, Betty Keene 
Maryln and Michael open tonight 


(Wed.) at La Martinique, N. Y., with 
Yvette holding over as does Val Ol- 
man's band. 

_ Carlos Ramirez drops out, but is 
aue to come back to the nitery fol- 
lowing his concert tour, . . 





World Series Meant Big 
| Boost to Det. Niteries 


Detroit, Oct. 15. 

While the recent World Series cut 
| down film attendance heavily, night 
|clubs gained a big boost. Ropes— 
| ° 
| rarely used here—went up in most 
of the town’s spots. 

Flood of celebrities, as well as 
sports figures, helped swell the at- 
'tendance, owners of niteries said. 
| Even after the seventh game, with 
/most of Detroit heart-broken be- 
| cause Tigers lost the long-series, the 
clubs still were catching. Plenty 
|drowned their sorrows, 








| 


Artists Rep Assn. 
Turns Down AGVA 
Classifying Plan 





| Artists Representatives Assn., or- 
‘ganization of 10-percenters, has 
squelched a plan of the American 
‘Guild of Variety Artists to type all 


agents. A letter from AGVA, signed 
by Phil Irving, executive secretary 
of the N. Y. local, told ARA that 
AGVA intended to classify agents 


in all the fields, niteries, vaude, etc., 
and would ARA please 
how its members wanted 
typed. 


to be 


Irving was immediately informed 
that ARA’s basic agreement with 
AGVA covered all of the fields over 
which the union had juris- 
diction, hence typing of agents was 


actors’ 


out of order. As an afterthought 
Irving was notified that ARA’s deal 
with AGVA was a national one and 


that the agents’ group didn’t see how 
a local fitted into the pattern. 


No showdown has yet come re- 
garding AGVA’'s request from ARA 
that all agents file weekly reports 
on their bookings of acts. ARA 
claims this is also out of order and 
not in line with the basic agree- 
ment, but Hoyt Haddock has threat- 
ened to revoke the franchise of any 
agent who fails to live up to the 
request. Thus far no such reports 
from agents have been forthcoming, 


and no franchises have been revoked 


Colonial, Which Paved 
Vaude’s Way Back In 


Detroit, Doing Okay seizivori00a ana 


Detroit, Oct. 15 
the comeback 
downtown 


of 


picture 


" : 
launched 


Having 


vaudeville in the 


houses here, the Colonial, managed 
DV Ray Schreiber, has returned 
profitably to the policy of stea Ly 
stage shov through the fall and 
winter Detroit’s two big picture 
] ‘ Mict und Fox. still are 
0k ‘ 
ce a 10 h 
I { e Col l, on the 
e, pioneered the w 
2 T| hee 
a 1 lin ew ( 
( t é é vy M \ 
é ls pe lane { 
le poli 
Evidence of ho the house built 
up with its policy lies in the open- 
ing show Despite bad weather and 
the baseball fever in this town with 


*hil Regan, who 
how, had business up 


winner, 
the 


a pennant 
headlined 


95°, over his appearance here last 
year The house followed with 


Frank 


soloist 


O'Connor, for many vears the 
with the Fox's pit orchestra. 


cashing in on the extensive local 
following he had gathered in hi 
Vear in 

Leon Rene, writer of ‘When the 


Swallows Come Back to Capistrano’ 
and ‘Sleepy Town Down South,’ is 
making his first visit to New York 
He's n Orleans, but has 
been living in California for the past 


from New 


Six, years. 


notify him | 


Omaha Vaude Clicks 


Omaha, Oct. 15. 
Tristates management is 
Stage shows since winning weeks of 
Sammy Kaye, Laurel and Hardy and 
| Blue Barron, Circuit is now angling 
for more shows. 
District manager Evert Cum- 
mings is bringing in Major Bowes’ 
| sixth anni am unit to the Orpheum 


sold on | 


‘Major Thompson's Illness Holds Up 





|}on Nov. 8 and will follow with . . ° 
|Harry James’ orch and The Ink- Phil Irving Unanimously 
| spots. Paramount office in N. Y.| 


does the booking. 


2 RKO FILMERS 





Two RKO houses long in straight 
pix are reopening to vaude. First is 
the Temple, Rochester, N. Y., which 
hasn't had a regular vaude policy in 
12 years. It tees off Oct. 11 with 
Blackstone and will get full-week 
shows about twice a month there- 
| after. 
| Second house is the Grand, Al- 
bany, which plays Blackstone for a 
full week beginning Nov. 1, with 
shows once a month to follow. This 
house hasn't had vaude in nearly 
four years, 

RKO’'s Strand, Syracuse, continues 
its elastic vaude policy. House plays 
shows anywhere from three days to 
a full week, depending on what’s 
| available. Bill Howard is booking 
all of the spots out of New York. 


CLERGY, JESUIT COLLEGE 











St. Louis, Oct. 15. 
two churches and fac- 


Heads of 


ulty members of a Jesuit college last 


of the 
in midtown, 
under the ban- 
Amus. Co., 
vet opera- 
ancient city 
before 


the opening 
theatre, 
lesk house 
the Tropical 

headed by Sam Reider, 
tor Compliance 

ordinances will be 
the house may start operation. 


week stymied 
Shubert-Rialto 
as a bul 
ner of 


with 
necessary 


Heavily ballying ‘Strip Tease Ex- 
pose,’ the house, dark for several 
years, was all prettied up for the 
kickoff when the nix was flashed. 
Reider, who opened the Grand, a 
downtown burlesk house for the 
Wolverine Amus. Co. last year by 


simply paying the License Collector 


ry ye + ) _- . lel 
for an amusement Ii t couldnt 


get one last week until he obtained 


a permit from the Board of Public 
Service To obtain that document, 
Reider learned that he would have 


to obtain the approval of all prop- 
erty owners on the block on which 
the theatre ; located 
On the ba of Reide advance 
ads, faculty members of the St. Louis 
U. and St. Xavier’s Catholic Church, 
a half-block. away, figured that un- 
desirables would be dri to the 
I I they beefed to 
h oner Bernard F. Di Y 1 and 
Pi ecuting Attonr Jame P. Fin 
nega who i Reider couldn't op- 
erate A similar beef ( ered 
by Rev. ¢ Oscar Johnson, p ste of 
the Third Bapti ae irecn a bloc] 
on the other « Ol ne ‘5 ipert 
Rialto 
Reide é t 
vill be o ~s 
ated vw 1 b feature 
} t } ft - 
] 
t r ec 15 
( ‘ He ec 1 
of 63 lor *T oOre¢ er! 
{ ( ] f 7 ft } 
Tee é er ( 


Old Cotton Club, Harlem, 


Sued on Rental Lease 


A suit by the F 11 Amusement 
l : Herman 


Stark Ol 19.858 revealed yes- 
terday (Tues.) in N. Y. supreme 
court Action seeks damage for 
unpaid rent on premises originally 
leased to the Cotton Club Catering | 
Corp. and transferred to e defend 
ant 

Plaintiff claims the Cotton Club 
transferred its lease on property at 
142d street and Lenox avenue in 
1934 with eight years of a 10-year 
lease to run. From 19835 on, parts 
of the rent have been in arrears, it 

claimed. 

Defense interposed is a complete 
denial of all charges. 

‘ 


BACK T0 VAUDE 


~— STYMIE ST. L. BURLEY 


Chicago, Oct. 15. 

AGVA meeting here last week at- 
tended by 50 members unanimously 
‘nominated Jack Irving for presi- 
dency. Low King, Bill Baird and 
Jack Richards were others on the 
slate for offices. 
Eight people striving for vice-presi- 


Nominated by Chi AGVA 


dencies, including Joe Wallace, Roots 
| Brae, Ace Welbern, Joan Dawn, 
Leda McCormick and Bernie Green. 

AGVA staff here has been 
| with one girl dismissed. 


Philly College Inn, 


Stamp s Caught In 
Wide Vice Raids 


Philadelphia, Oct. 15. 

Needled by the newspapers and 
iclergy over the alleged vice condi- 
'tions in the so-called ‘Barbary.Coast’ 
‘sector, Philly police launched a drive 
against niteries and honkey-tonks 
early Sunday morning (13). 

There were 12 major raids which 











netted more than 400 prisoners. 
Charges ranged from violations of 


the Sunday ban against liquor sales 
to operation of disorderly houses. 
Two well-known night spots caught 


in the net were the College Inn, near 
Temple University, and Stamp’s-on- 
the-Delaware. At the College Inn 
100 customers were taken into cus- 
tody. Also pinched ere Louis 
Tomasco, operator, and a couple of 


bartenders. They were d 
jafter a hearing bet 
Edward F. Roberts. 


At Stamp’s the coppers o1 


scharged 


dered 300 


‘customers out of the place. A floor 
;sShow was in progress as police de- 
scended on the spot hortly after 
midnight—a violation of the city’ 
curfew law. Jacob Stamp, operato1 
of the spot, and five bartende were 
held. 

The raid VET ¢ i ut \ of a 
crusade started bv c! j en headed 
by Father James Maguire. 7 new 
papers have been ling the Mayo 
for the transfer of Captain John 
Murphy, ‘honest cop’ who'd een 
harassing politica ly-powerful gam- 


} . 
P| ‘ i} €aiidaag lO 


Hugo Morris Joins 
Wm. Morris Agcy.; 
Het Manheim Added 


+} 


Long a big-time vaude agent in hi 
own right, Hugo Morris, brother of 
the late William Morri Sr., h 
joined the Mor: iTice in Ne 
York. He'll concentrate on the de 
velopment of new talent 

There \y atime wv » Huge lo 
! and h 2 [ thet vere 

«< 
‘ } 
H 
Rose .O ( 
ichise J ] 
, part P k ¢ { 

Het ! 

» Tne \ I te 
epart t Joe Magee is now as- 


tant to William Morris, J1 A re- 


cent shift took Dick Henry off Euro- 
pean bookings, which have been 
halted by the war, and put him in 


the club booking department. 


Clark Robinson Doing 


Fla. Beachcomber Decor 
Miami,:Oct. 15. 


Lo 
on yf the 


Batchelor 


Clark Robinson is here iper- 
vise construct 
Proser - Walter 
comber Club. 

Spot, which was formerly 
Roadside Rest, will undergo 
sive renovations costing around $20,- 
000. Scheduled to open Dec. 1 with 

; Xavier Cugat’s orch.- . - ‘ 


Monte 


Beach- 


the 


exten- 


| 


cut, 


|} AGVA 
; union 


| 


Signing of AGVA-N.Y. Theatre Pact: 
Both Sides Okay Final 


Year Draft 


Iliness of Major Leslie E. Thomp- 
son, of RKO, is the only thing that’s 
holding up the signaturing of a con- 
tract New York 
and the American Guild of Variety 
Artists, which would give the latter 
a ‘guild shop’ in virtually every 
variety stage show house in the city. 
All of the circuits and leading indie 
vaude ops have agreed to sign the 
deal at the same time, which means 
that the signatures won't be affixed 
till the end of this week, at least. 

Pact, however, has been approved 


between theatres 


in its final draft by both sides. Orig- 
inally intended to run for three 


years, it has now been extended to 
five, with the expiration date Sept. 
30, 1945. It recognizes AGVA as the 
exclusive bargaining agent for all 
performers in the variety field; 
agrees that it is an open 
and will admit to member- 
ship any artist the employer wishes 
to employ, except those suspended 
or expelled from AGVA for cause; 
on the other hand, the employer 
agrees not to retain performers who 
refuse to join AGVA. 
Excerpts from Contract 
Pact also upholds AGVA’s fran- 


| chising of agents system by prohib- 


' 


iting the employers from engaging 
artists through a ‘third party’ who 
has been declared ‘unfair’ by AGVA, 
or ‘who is not duly franchised by 
AGVA.’ Other important clauses in 
the contract follow: 

Arbitration: Whenever any dis- 
pute shall arise for any cause, rea- 
son or matter between the parties 
hereto and/or any members of 
AGVA concerning this agreement or 
the employment of any artist, and/or 


the rights, obligations or liabilities 
of any party hereto, such matter 
(unless disposed of by mutual 


agreement between the parties here- 
under) shall be settled, adjudicated 
of in the following 
and under the rules of the 
Arbitration Association: 


and disposed 
manner, 


A 7 
American 


Either party may, by notice in writ- 
ng served on the other party by 
registered mail at the office of such 
party, appoint an arbitrator within 
three days after the mailing of such 
notice, and each party agrees that 
upon the receipt of such notice it 
hall » appoint an arbitrator as 
aforesaid. The two arbitrators thus 
appointed shall, ithin three days 
after the appointment of the one 


last appointed jointly appoint a 
third arbitrator. The dispute or 
other matter in controversy shall 
thereupon be submitted in writing 
to the aid three arbitrators who 

ll be known a a Board of Arbi- 
tration within three days after the 
ppointment of the third arbitrator, 
in such manner as they shall direct, 
and their decision or the decision of 
a majority of the said Board rend- 

ed in writing shall be final, con- 
clusive and binding upon the parties, 
If either party shall not appoint its 
arbitraior or the two arbitrators 
first appointed shall fail to appoint 
a third arbitrator, either party may 
thereupon apply to the American 
Arbitration Assoc ion to appoint an 

' te oO arbitral ne cas¢ 

re as pro d »y the 
Contin ion f e 54) 


N. 0. FRENCH QUARTER 
COMING BACK TO LIFE 


Jew Orl Onc 15 

Nit ) ov e Fi } 

Quart ; — 
again after being do int for the 
past ummer. Marty Burke’ and 
the El Toro, dark for some time, re- 
opened last week. Latter pot 
changed name to Club Bali after 
ndergoing a complete refurbishing. 
Burke's reopened with revue headed 
by Sophie Parker, 275-pound blues 


singer, and 


with Robby Rich’s orch 
providing dansapation. 


Vanity club has also reopened. The 


N Club is at present undergoing 


‘omplete renovation and expects to 
open iortly. Four Hundred Club 
las Outgrown present quarters and 


Build- 


it, too, iS adail 


1g more space, 
ing next door has been leased. 

More conventions than any year 
m past have been booked for New 


Orleans this fall and winter, which 
is giving. niery. operators some hopé 
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RKO Experimenting With Vaude as Sub 
2 New York Nabes 


For Bank Night in 


Throwing bank nights out of the 
Hamilton and Coliseum, a move that 
may be made in all other RKO the- 
atres in the Greater New York area, 
stage shows are being substituted. 


Effective Nov. 5, bills of four or 
five acts go into the Hamilton on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays of each 
week. The same date a similar stage 
show policy will be instituted at the 
Coliseum. both houses are in the 
Washington Heights section. If the 
experiment with vaude on the two- 
day basis is successful, the policy 
will be installed in other houses 
which are now using bank nights in 
some form or another. 


Billy Jackson, who has been book- 
ing one-day bills on Fridays at the 
Madison, Brooklyn, for sometime, 
will supply the talent for the Coli- 
seum and Hamilton. Coliseum was 
once a big-time, two-a-day 
Albee vaude spot. Hamilton 
once played vaude importantly, but 





also 


| 
it was more of a showing house. 
| 





SUE ABBOTT, COSTELLO 
FOR CONEY ISLE SKIT 


Los Angeles, Oct. 15. 

Lou Costello and Bud Abbott 
yanked the ‘Down at Coney Island’ 
skit out of their act at the Orpheum 
theatre here as the result of an in- 
fringement suit filed by Sam and 
Lulu Rice, who claimed statutory 
damages of $100 for the first per- 
formance and $50 for each subse- 
quent use. 

Rice claims he obtained a 1916 
copyright on the skit, which was 
later renewed by his wife, now a 
co-complainant. They assert that 
they had served notice on Abbott 
and Costello to cease using it. 

Theatre Dates Set 

Abbott and Costello, having wound 
up their Universal film chore, will 
soon head east for theatre dates. 

Comedy team is set to open Nov. 
1 at Shea’s Buffalo, with the Michi- 
gan, Detroit, and State-Lake, Chi- 
cago, immediately following in that 
order. All are Paramount-booked 
spots. 

Their Bristol-Myers summer radio 
program also terminated, A & C are 
also shopping around for an ether 
assignment. 


AGVA Entertainment-Ball 











Oct. 28 for Funds Boost 





American Guild of Variety Artists 
will hold its first entertainment-ball 
Oct. 28 as a way to bolster its 
finances. It'll be mostly show, with 
dancing incidental 

There’s a large committee han- 
dling the entertainment side, headed 
by Henry Dunn (Cross &), Henny 
Youngman and Charles Arno. 
mission tap will be $1.10. 


Keith- | 





| Allergic? 


| 





Los Angeles, Oct. 15. 

Empty storeroom next door to 
the downtown Orpheum theatre 
is being used by an undertaking 
establishment for a display of 
coffins. 

Comics on the theatre’s vaude- 
ville bill have been warned by 
the house manager not to look at 
the exhibit lest it affect their 


New Acts 


EDMUND LOWE & ANN DVORAK | 


Talk, Comedy 
12 Mins.; One 
State-Lake, Chicago 

Lowe has been out on the vaude 
circuit several times in the past cou- 
ple of years, but this time comes 
around with Ann Dvorak as vis-a-vis 
in a semi-skit which is suitable for 
any vaude house. 

Lowe is on first for a little talk 
and then comes Miss Dvorak for a 
laugh-getting routine based on the 
male-and female twist on how to 
treat the opposite sex. First Lowe 
explains the various techniques of 
handling a woman, and Miss Dvorak 
replies with how to get along with 
a man. Some business of hand- 
holding and by-play on a couch, all of 
amusing 





routines. 


VAUDE OUTLOOK 
BLEAK IN PITT 














Pittsburgh, Oct. 15. 

Looks like off and on vaude policy 
at Stanley, WB deluxer, will be chief- 
ly off this season. Original announce- 
‘ment when house went straight 
pix last spring was that shows 
would be resumed around Labor Day | 
but since then house has had only | 
‘one presentation, headed by Mickey | 
Rooney last month, which ran up an} 
all-time high gross. Next show was | 
supposed to be tab version of George 
White ‘Scandals,’ opening Friday | 





|forgiven by any audience, 


which is interesting and 
stuff for the average audience and 


worked neatly by this film twosome. 


Gold. 
CAROLE LANDIS 
Singing 
8 Min.; One 


State-Lake, Chicago 

The spirit is willing, but the ton- 
sils are weak. That's about the story 
of the Carole Landis personal. She's 
from pictures. 

No question about her visual ap- 
peal. On that basis alone much is 
but the 
singing takes plenty of face, figure 
and gown to overcome. 

Miss Landis sings popular tunes, 
three of them when caught, and she 
managed to get away with the job 
despite occasional flats and off-pitch 
tones. Gold. 


ROSARIO AND ANTONIO 
Spanish Dancers 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 
Rosario and Antonio are Spanish 
dancers of an ultra quality. There 


(18), but now that’s out, owing to;are plenty of fandango and castenet 
booking mix-up or something of the clickers around, but these youngsters 
sort, according to word from the); have developed their terps to a high 
front office. |art. Widely heralded by showmen 
| visiting South America and Mexico 


Present outlook is for a continua-|Cjty, where they've danced, this 
tion of films alone indefinitely. Harry jis their U. S. debut: and in an 
Kalmine, zone manager for WB, was|ultra spot like the Waldorf-As- 


in New York last week trying to|toria’s Sert Room, with Eddy Du- 

line up some name bands and ome] pee Sear music for backer-upper- 
. ing, the team is being showcased 

back with sig ntracts for sev-|. °°: soe 

— with ny er r - md . {under most favorable auspices. 

eral of ‘em, but no dates. ney re Better known in the Latin coun- 

when-and-if documents, meaning if/tries as Los Chavalillos Sevillanos 


‘hotel dates, radio engagements, etc.,| (literally ‘the little kids from Se- 
can be arranged successfully, they'll | ville’), the new billing is a smart 
make Pittsburgh. jidea for simplicity alone. 

| They do three numbers, opening 


ae i ine ir | ° : 
In meantime, Max Adkins, director | with a more or less conventional paso 
of Stanley orch, is having a tough | doble, thence into a socko gypsy rou- 
time keeping his men together for a}|tine, he as a ranchero and she doing 


Ad- 


possible resumption of steady em-| 
ployment. Several of them have al-| 
ready deserted, Charlie Riley going 
to KDKA and Johnny Marino joining | 
Nixon (legit) house crew, and at 
least couple more are on verge of | 
making other connections. Just to} 
hold his franchise on a few of his| 


key men, Adkins has installed a 
small dance outfit at Riviera, su- 
|}burban roadhouse. 

Anyway, closest Pittsburgh will 


get to stage shows in next month at 
least comes Saturday (19), when 
Charles Laughton hits town for one- 
day personal in connection with his 
latest picture, ‘They Knew What 
They Wanted.’ And he plays not the 
Stanley but the Penn, which hasn't 
had a show in years. 





Don Pablo has added Anita Allen, 
Detroit singer, to his band currently 
|} at Monaco’s Cafe, Cleveland. 
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a snatch of song. 
cate castenet sequence, wherein the 
suppleness of their bodies and rhyth- 


mic staccato of their heel-and-toe 
work tatoo a highly effective pre- 
cision result. 

Already the pair are becoming 


something for town’s professional 
dancers to gander, and once the pub- 
lic gets the general idea, they'll be- 
come more than just another Spanish 
terp team. 

The Sert, besides Duchin’s expert 
rhythmpators, has a supper supple- 
ment in Carol Bruce, doubling from 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ and Ben Ber- 
nie’s radio program. She still sings a 
nice pop song, her repertoires includ- 


ing ‘That’s for Me,” ‘Just One of 
Those Things.’ ‘A Boy, a Girl and a 
Lamplight,’ ‘Easy to Love,’ ‘You're 


the Tops’ and ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 
Across-the-hall Empire Room at the 


Waldorf brings in Kay Kyser next 
week under an informa! policy. 
Abel. 

BOB HOPE QUARTET 
Songs 
10 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. 

This swing singing quartet rates 
considerably above average and 
should have no trouble making the 


grade in picture house, vaudeville or 
| niteries Billing, however, \may be 
| controversial. 
Group consists of three women and 
aman (Hope). Opening with an ar- 


jrangement of southland numbers, 
| foursome follows with a swing tune 
and closes with ‘Chloe.’ Voices are 
good Having ingratiating person- 


| alities, the singer 
| appearance. 


make an effective 


Char. 


‘Eileen 0’Connor Loses 


| Vs. Mario (& Floria) 


Eileen O'Connor, dancer. lost her 
application for an injunction to pre- 
vent her erstwhile partner, Mario 
Artames, from appearing under 
their trade mame at Loew's State, 
N. Y., with another dancer. when, 
on Wed. (9), N. Y. supreme court 
Justice Julius Miller ruled the part- 
nership had been terminated 

Miss O’Connor had been half of 
the team of Mario ana Floria. and 
had claimed that Mario Artames had 
breached their agreement by taking 
an engagement with another dancer, 
using their combined stage name. 
The court found that Miss O’Connor 
had asked for a termination of the 
agreement months ago, notified their 
agent, Phil Bloom (MCA) to that 
effect, and that Artames had mailed 





her a formal release on Sept. 23. 








Continued 





rules of the Arbitration Committee | 


of the American Arbitration Associ- 
ation. The parties agree that pend- 


ing the award of the arbitrators, | 


there shall be no strikes or lock- 
outs or picketing concerning any 
matter or controversy or grievance. 

Booking Fee: Where a_ theatre 
owner or its booking office affiliate 


at the date hereof charges a book- | 


ing office fee, such theatre owner or 
its booking office affiliate only may 


‘charge a booking fee not exceeding 


|hood theatres. 
| as 


a maximum total of 5%, but in no 
case shall the fee so charged reduce 
the salary of any artist below the 
minimum salaries provided herein. 
Number of Performances: The 
employer agrees that no artist shall 


be required to give more than 30. 


shows per week in small neighbor- 
In key theatres, such 
Roxy, Paramount, 


the State, 


'Strand, Metropolitan, Paradise and 


Valencia, the theatre owners shall 
have the right to require the artist 
to perform more than 30 shows per 
week, but not more than 36 shows 
per week. It is understood, how- 
ever, that in no event shall the sal- 
ary of any artist who performs over 


/30 and up to and including 36 shows 


a week be less than the minimum 
salaries provided herein, plus pro- 
rata of such minimums, for each such 
additional show over 30. 

With respect to individual artists 
receiving a salary of not more than 
$1,000 per week, or acts containing 


‘more than one artist receiving com- 


pensation aggregating not more than 
$1,000 per week for one performer, 
plus not more than $500 per week for 
each additional performer in such 
act, such artist or act shall, if more 
than 36 shows per week are per- 
formed, receive additional pro-rata 
compensation, based upon their 
agreed upon salaries for each show 
above 36. Nothing herein contained 
shall be deemed to prevent an artist 
from making an agreement directly 
with a theatre owner for a weekly 


total of less than 30 shows. It is 
agreed, however, that the present 
|policy with respect to the number 


Third is an intri- | 


| 
| 


of shows shall be maintained. 
Wardrobe: The employer shall not 


be required to furnish any acts with | 


such wardrobe, material or orches- 


trations as such acts customarily use; | 


but if the employer makes a special 
request, he must furnish the ward- 
robe, material and orchestrations 
needed to comply with such special 
request. With regard to the mem- 
bers of the chorus, the employer 
shall furnish every chorus member, 
without charge, with all hats, cos- 
tumes, wigs, shoes, tights, stockings, 
props and all other necessary stage 
wardrobe. 
Minimum Compensation 

a. The weekly minimum salaries 

payable to the artists shall be as 


follows: 

Principals and specialty art- 
ists—$60 net per person per 
week, 

Assistants to principals and 


vocalists with bands—$50 net per 
person per week 


Supernumeraries—$30 net per 
person per week. 
Chorus artists—$37.50 net per 


person per week for the period 
of one year from the date of the 
signing of this contract: $40 net 
per person per week thereafter 
and during the balance of the 
term of this contract. 

b. Minimum compensation per day 
when show does not run for a mini- 
mum of seven days shall be as fol- 
lows 

Principals and specialty artists 
$10 net per person per day. 

Assistants to principals and vo- 

calists with bands—$8.50 net per 

person per day. 


Chorus artists—$7.50 net per 
person per day. 
Supernumeraries—$5 net per 


person per day. 

c. The minimum compensation for 
all artists engaged for a single per- 
formance on any day shall be as 
follows: 

$7.50 net per person per per- 
formance for a single act. 

$5 net per person per perform- 
ance where there is more than 
one person in the act. 

d. The minimum salary for en- 
gagements of less than one week 
covers not more than three perform- 
ances daily, and not more than four | 


performances on Saturdays, Sun-| 
days and holidays. For each per- | 
formance on each day in excess | 


thereof, the performer shall be paid | 


pro-rata of his daily compensation. 
e. If the chorus artists are re-' 


/quired to do a specialty, then the 


employer agrees to pay such chorus 
artists for so performing a minimum 
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of $5 per week in addition to the 


| regular contract salary of such 
|chorus artists. 

| f. The above minimum salaries 
‘ 


may be modified for certain type of 
group acts consisting of four or more 
people, upon the written consent of 
AGVA, upon application by said acts 
to AGVA for a waiver. 

g. All salaries shall be payable by 
the employer by cash or check not 
| later than the last day of each week, 
The actual net compensation paid by 
ithe employer to the artist shall be as 
|stated in the individual contract of 
}employment of the artist, and there 
| shall be no remissions, rebates, ‘kick- 
| back,’ or other p2yment or deduc- 
|tion whatsoever from the agreed 
‘upon compensation, except such 
;}taxes or withholdings as are pro- 
|}vided by statute, and as may be re- 
quested by the artist in writing. 

h. Where the payment by the art- 
ist of his transportation to appear 
for any engagement would reduce his 
‘salary below the minimum salaries 
provided herein, the employer agrees 
to add the difference to such salaries 
so that the net amount received by 
;the artist shall not be below the 
iminimum provided herein. Such 
| transportation means from the regu- 
jlar place of performance in New 
Yooh vig City to and from a place out- 
| 


side of New York City. 


| Rehearsals 
a. No artist may be required to 
| rehearse more than 10 hours in any 
/one week, nor more than three hours 
/in any one day in which the artist 
is also actively engaged in perform- 
ance. 

b. No rehearsal shall be called 
after the final performance on any 
| day or prior to the expiration of a 
|consecutive nine-hour period from 
ithe time the artist is dismissed the 
previous day. 

The three-hour rehearsal time 
provided above shall begin promptly 
and be consecutive and_= shall 
computed from the time the artist is 
required to report until the artist is 
dismissed from such rehearsal. 

d. No rehearsals shall be called or 
{held on two days of the week, and 
one of those days shall be Sunday. 

e. Where any artist is required to 
|rehearse or report for rehearsals any 
| time in addition to the time provided 
herein, such time shall be considered 
|overtime and shall be paid for at 
the rate of $1 per hour or fraction 
thereof. 

f. If more than 30 minutes elapse 
ifrom the time set for rehearsals to 
the time rehearsals actually begin, or 
if more than 30 minutes’ recess is 
called during rehearsals, all time 
over such 30-minute allowance shall 
|be considered overtime (irrespective 
|of the three-hour limitation provided 
above) and shall be paid for at the 
lrate of $1 per hour or fraetion 
thereof, except where the employer 
is not at fault. 

Time Off for Chorus: Each chorus 
artist shall be entitled to and shall 
receive one full week’s layoff, with 
|pay out of each seven weeks’ em- 
ployment; provided, however, that 
if a chorus artist receives less than 
six weeks’ employment, the 
artist shall be paid on a 
basis, based on seven days’ pay for 
six days’ work; provided, further, 
that when the chorus artist is given 
one full week’s layoff with pay after 
consecutive weeks of employ- 
ment the chorus artist shall rehearse 
not more than 12 hours during the 
week of layoff, and shall not 
hearse at all during the week prior 
to such layoff. A chorus artist 
have the right to have his weeks 
of layoff accumulate to two weeks, 
instead of one, if mutually agreeable 
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THIS WEEK (Oct. 11) 
NEXT WEEK (Oct. 18) 


show, whether full or solit week 


Variety Bills 


Numerals In connection with bills below indicate opening day of 














Loew 





Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (17) 
enny Davis Co 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (18) 


{Rhythm Rockets 
Mata & Hari 

| Mildred Bailey 
Hector Co 
'Marty May 





Paramount 








ct 


NEW YORK ciTy 
Paramount (16) 

Frances Langford 

Jon Hall 

Tommy Reynolds O 

Romo Vincent 

Allen & Kent 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (18) 

Casa Loma Ore 

4 Inkspots 

Lorraine & Rogan 

Betty Bruce 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (18) 
Laurel & Hardy U 
State Lake (18) 
Ramon Novarro 
IKE TROUT 
Michigan (18) 

Ken Murray 

Milt Charleston 
Retty Atkinson 
Park & Clifford 
Oswald 

| Russ Morgan Orc 











RKO 








BOSTON 
Keith (17-20) 
Byrne Sis 
John Gallus 
Dick, 
Brown & Ames 
4 Mills Bros 
(11) 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
3 Dancing Debs 
Cris Cross 
Nonchalants 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (18) 
Lou Breese Ore 
3 Winters Sis 
Paul Winchell 
Hartmans 
(11) 
Ball Ball 


Don & Dinah. 


DAYTON 
Colonial (18) 
| Little Fred Co 
| Gregory & Raymond 
Sidney Miller 
Rosita Royce 
Al ‘Trahan 
|} 3 Shyrettos 
(11) 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
| ROCHESTER 
] 





Temple (11) 
Blackstone 

SYRACUSE 

Strand (18) 


H'wood Hotel Rev 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (18) 
Woody Herman Ore 

Johnny Burke 
Whitson Bros 
(11) 
Bobby Byrne Ore 
3 Pitchmen 
Raymond Wilbert 
Colstons 
Gale Manners 
Jackie Beekman 
ELMIRA 
Keeney’s (17-18) 
Ben Bernie Orc 


, PHILADIGLPHIA 

} Karle (18) 
Jimmy Dorsey 
V & B Ebsen 
Roy Davis 

| (11) 
Geo White Scandals 

| WASHINGTON 

Earle (18) 

Gae Foster Gls 

Buck & Bubbles 

| Corinna Mura 

Mario & Floria 

(11) 

Gae Foster Gls 

Andrews Sis 

Gene Sheldon Ce 

i H’wood Co Eds 


Orc 








Independent 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (10) 
Jan Peerce 
Annie Roselle 
Frank Parish 
Loren Hollenbeck 
Louise Fornaca 
Marie Grimaldl 
Muriel Gray 
Carlos Peterson 
Pauline Kaye 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (18) 
Senator Murphy 
Ostermaier Co 
Petch & Deauville 
Denis Sis 
Gae Foster Gls 
Milt Herth 3 
Paul Ash Ore 
Riviera (20) 
Al & Lee Reiser Or 
(Two to fill) 
Windsor (17) 
W & E Howard 
Al Donohue Or 
Joey Rardin 
Harry King & A 
Carr Bros 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (18) 
Michael Loring 
3 Pitchmen 
Danny Kaye 
Roxyettes 
State (20-23) 
Rutons 
Timberg & Rooney J 
(One to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (17) 
Tommy Tucker Ore 
Renny Fields 
Masters & Rollin 
Gil & Bernie Mason 
Stanley Gis 
CAMDEN 
Towers (18 20) 
Major Bowes Co 
HARTFORD 
State (18-21) 
Joe Penner 
George Hall Ore 
H'’wood Co-Eds 
Carol Landis 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (17-20) 
4 Skating _ 
Rob ng Macks 
> 


Cc 


Easton <o 
lO Del 


, Ken Whitmer 
| May June & P 

FALL RIVER 
Empire (18) 


Ilank Keene Co 


| FREEPORT 
| Freeport (16) 
Mayo 
Whitmer 
e & Seed 
June & P 
NEWARK 
Adams (18) 
Mitchell Ay 
Linda Moody 
Mills, King & Ray 
Bob Howard 
DeVal, Merle & Lee 
PATERSON 
Majestic (18-21) 
| Estelle 
Cirillo Bros 
Besser & Little 
Bernette & Parkes 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (18-21) 
e 


Flo 
Ken 
bDoyl 
May, 


es Ore 


Kkew 


| Kent Foursor 
{Al Gordon Co 
| Bob Evans 


(‘Two to fill) 


T.als 


alage 
Glo 


ia Blake 
Timberg & Roone J 
Hlickey Bros & A 
Cappy Barra Co 
Fay's (17) 
Statler 2 
Paul Nolan 
Retty Duval 
Sherry Britton 
3 Freshmen 
Lewis & Ames 
16 Lonergan Gls 
PITMAN 
Broadway (19 only) 
Rutons 
Timberg & Rooney J 
(Two to fill) 
PROVIDENCE 
| Metropolitan (18-20) 





| Funzafire U 
i Ben Meroff Ore 
Ken & Roy Paige 


| Terry Howard 
4 Speedsters 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (21-23) 
; Funzafire U 
Ken Meroff Ore 
Ken & Roy Pa 
| Terry Howard 
i4@ Sy] eedsters 


ge 


NEW YORK CITY 


Armando's 


| Pedrito Ore 
| Eleanor French 
Barney Gallant's 
Ann VPaliner 
Irene Barclay 
|; Carter & Bowle 
Virginia Gibson 
Dorothy Blaine 
Loretta Lane 
Freda Sullivan 
Russell & Farrar 
Beachcomber 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Chavez Ore 
Betty Alisn 
Rita Montaner 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Angelu Ore 
Moya Gifford 
Eloise Cooper 
Joan Benoit 
Jeannette Garratt 
Billy Cascade 
Bill's Gay 90's 
Charles Strickland 
Lulu Bates 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 
Brown Derby 
Edith Roark 
Evelyn Wilson 
Lorraine Lloyd 
Terry Carroll 
Ray Bourbon 
Cafe Bruno 
Ennio 
Betty Bryant 
King’s Ramblers 
Cafe Continental 
James Copp III 
Eli Spivak 
Dagmar & N 
| Mariquita 
| Yascha Datsko 
| Cafe Loyale 
George Ore 
Pierre 
Ore 





| Roy 
Cafe 
| Rob 

| Mili 


Knight 
Monti 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
|Teddy Wilson Orc 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Ammons & Johnson 
Cafe Society 
(Village) 
Ore 
Holliday 
Tharpe 


Joe Sullivan 
Billie 
Sister 
Art Tatum 
Chateau Moderne 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Gabriel 
Dorothy Tanner 
Ginger Wayne 
| Mme Illiana 
| Sam Grassis 

Club Cuba 
! 
Eliseo Grenet Orc 
Machito Ore 

Club Encore 
T k Sherr 
an Healy 
nane 
Vestoff 
Kennedy 
Club 18 
Andrews Ore 
Brent Uro 
White 
l Harringt 
Frankie Ilve 
Vinee Curran 
Gleason 
Jerome 





Ore 


iJ 

. en 
Fioria 
11 


nH 


ter 
* 
n 
3 
Jack 


J 
Betty 
Club Gaucho 

Don Miguel Ore 
| La Gitanilla 


Currito & Coral 
| Joe Cordero 
} Lupita 
| €uban Casino 
Consuelo Moreno 
| Don Casanova 
Dimas & Belen 
Effi Dorre 
| Diamond Horseshoe 
i} Don Mes ne re 
| Biamrche Ring 
i} Gilda Gray 
| Mddie Le 1 
| Julian Eltinge 
Harland Dixon 
| Prof Lamberti 
Winl Shaw 
liorton S r 
| 1D: e Mallen 
Herman Hyde 
Sally Burrell 
El Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 


Joyita & Maraviila 
Jose & Paquita 
Juan Saro 
Noima Lucero 
El Morocco 
Jack Ore 
Famous Door 
Teddy Powell Orc 
Connie Russet ll 
Sid Tomack 
Reese Bros 
Ross Sis 
Glen Island Casino 
(New Rochelle, N*¥) 


Ore 





Towne 


Gene Krupa 
Havana-Madrid 
'O De La Rosa 
Juanito Sanabi 
|} Sergio Orta 
Estela & Papo 
Maruja Serrano 
Arturo Cortez 
A! t« Torres 


a Ut 


Romano Orc} 


| 





Lota Moya 


Frank Mandella Or | Luis Rijos 


Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Ore 


Hotel Algonquin 
Greta Keller 
(y Walter 
Eddie Mayehoff 
Hotel Astor 
Sande Williams Ore 
Hotel Belmont- 
Plaza 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
Zito Ore 
Sonny Tufts 
Dacita 
Betty Carey 
Hotel Biltmore 
Will Bradley Ore 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Eddie Lane Ore 
Hotel Brevoort 
Morley & Gearheart 
Norbert Faconi 
June Sillman 
Grace Vaughn 
Hotel Commodore 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
3 Kadets 
Tommy Ryan 
Jimmy Brown 
Charlie Wilson 
Grayce & Graham 
Hotel Edison 
Gray Gordon Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
Shep Fields Ore 
Dorothy Allen 
Sonny Washburn 
Larry Neill 
Hotel Homestead 
(Kew Gardens) 
Hall Ore 
Dudes 
Anderson 
Isaacson 


Sleepy 
4 
Irene 
Bea 
Hotel Lexington 
Ray McKinney Ore 
Honolulu Maids 
Hfotel Lincoin 
Tony Pastor Orc 
Hotel McAlpin 
J Messner Ore 
Jeanne D’Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 
Abe Lyman 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
Jack Waldron 
Barry, Prince & 
Pastins & Fanchon 
3 Nightingales 
‘Scat’ Powell 
Elenore Wood 
Roberti Roberts 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Miller Ore 


tore 


“ 
‘ 


Glenn 


Ray Eberle 
Marian Hutton 
Ciro Rimac Ore 


Hotel Plaza 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Gerry Morton Ore 
Dixie Dunbar 
John Buckmaster 
Hiope Manning 


| Albert Drake 


le 
} Grace 





| Betty 


| 


| Glover 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 
| 
| 


| Mars 


FE 
} 

| L 
I 
( 
kL 


Poggi 
Hotel Roosevelt 


| Guy Lombardo Ore 


Hotel Savoy-Vlaza 
Emile Petti Ore 
Dwight Fiske 
Hotel Shelton 
Johnny Johnson 
Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 
Johnny McGee Ore 
Bradley 
Alan Gerard 
Worral Sis 
Bud Lawrence 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Emre Boreo 
& LaMae 
Arline Thomson 
Hotel St. Regis 
Hal Saunders Orc 
Gus Martel Ore 
I Lewis 
Heasley Twins 
Bill & Betty Wade 
Hotel Taft 
Frankie oO: 
Ilotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Sert Room) 
Duc 


Or 


othy 


Masters 


hin Ore 


Robbins 








Carol 
Rosario & 
Hurricane 
Sddie Bush Ore 

Zomo Vincert 
Lahni 

veane Janis 

‘arole & Sherod 

Snrico & Novello 
Jimmy Kelly's 

Win 

Carter 


t 
Antonia 


ei 


ie Duncan 


& Schaub 
ngra Borg 
Retty Carter 
Tangia 
Helen Holmes 


o & Romola 
Joe Capelito Ore 


La Conga 


Eddie Le Baron Or 
Armando Ore 
Harris, Claire & 5S 
Rosita Rios 

ale i Kelu te 


| Ramon Serrano 
Johnny Rodriguez 
Galvan Dane 


La Marquise 


William Palermo O 
Muriel Welch 
Chris Curtis 


Frances © 
Jeanne 


mnolly 
Jordan 


La Martingque 
Val Olman Ore 


Yvette 

Marilynn & Michael 
Prince Mendez 

| Larue 

Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 
Val Ernie Ore 


Johnny Oliver @re 

Carole Rhodes 
leon & Fadie’s 

i T.ou Martin Ore 

{ Eddie Davis 

{Pella Carroll 

| Ashley & Ware 

| Lee Sullivan 

Cesar, Rosita & P 

Ginger Dulo 

| (harlotte Vogue 

‘Count Boris 

Lindy Hoppers 
Monte Carlo 


Ted Straeter Ore 
Velero Sis 

Old Roumanian 
Joe La Porte Ore 
Johnny Howard 
Charlot Vogue 
Ethel Bennett 
Sadie Banks 
Jeanette CGarrette 
Jenia Pobedinia 


Pago Pago Club 
Armando Ore 
Sigrid Lassen 
Hilda Morens 
Philip Foster 
Tani 

Vlace Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Bill Farrell 
Joe Ravazo 
Vincent de Cosia 
Art Tubertini 
Tino Donelli 


Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis 
Consuelo 
Kstelle Jayne 
Jean Walters 
Roberta Welch 
Baron Gyldenkron 


Rainbow Grill 


Ore 


Rarry Winton Ore 
Juhan & Marjori 
Dr Sydney Ross 


Bar of Musie 
Maxine Lewis 
Bill Jordon 
George Kent 
John Hale 
Dick Winslow 


Bowl 


Ore 


Biltmore 
Pat 


atricia Kay 
The 


Albins 





Nichols 
& Armstr’g 
Leon La Fell 
Cappy Barra 
| Gord’n's Rac 
| Johnny P.ithards 
| Crap Ball 
Neville Fleeson 
Nellie Lutcher 
Cocoanut Grove 


Howard 
Shayne 
Boys 
keteers 
oO 





Flowerton | 


Rainbow Room 
Eddie Le Baron Or 
Elsie Houston 
|} Morris King 
Jacqueline Salter 

Bill Karr 
| Jack Cole Co 
;} Austin & Lessing 
| Vicente Gomez 


Riviera 
(Ft, Lee, N.J.) 
Joe Reichman Ore 


Pancho Ore 
Harry Richman 
Joe E Lewis 
Sophie Tucker 
Chandra-Kaly 
Chester Hale Gls 
Ruban Bleu 
Caspar Reardon 
Paula Lawrence 
Vera Sanoff 
Russian Kretchma 
| Nicolas Matthey 
Veter Nemiroff Ore 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
| Senia Karavaeff 
Michel Michon 
| Mishi Uzdanoff 
| Arjsiak Arafelova 
| Sawdust Trail 
| Vera Milton 
| Ella Shields 
Margie Coates 
| Syd Franks 
Spivy’s Roof 
Peg La Centra 
| Frank Shumann 
| Haywood & Allen 
| Spivy 
| Julie Gillespie 
| Stork Club 
Jack Harris Ore 
| Tony’s 
| Diann Dale 
Tony Soma 
Toreh Club 
|Owen & Parker 
} Imogene Carpenter 
Treasure Island 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Versailles 
M Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Sheila Barrett 
Paul Draper 
Village Barn 
Lang Thompson Ore 
Rossilianos 
Virginia Austin 
Radio Rubes 
Whirling Top 
Russell Rhodes 
Geo Morris Ore 
Irene Stanley 
| Howard & Lee 
| Marcella Clair 





LOS ANGELES 


) Raquel & Tarriba 

Paul Neighbors Or 

Phillip Lopez Ore 

| Paris Inn 

Kenny Henryson 

Dominic 

| Marg’rite & M’rtinez 

| Henry Monet 

; Gloria Randall 

Valeska Powell 

| Loyanne & Renard 

Phorien Aroura 

| Hele Miller 

Chuck Henry Ore 
Pirates Den 

|Pegleg Happeney 

Roanne 

Piper Manning 

Shadrack Boys 

Max Fidler Ore 

Eddie Albany 


n 
"m 


} 








| 
| 
Georges & Jalna } 
Clyde Lucas Ore Seven Seas 
. . iis i 
Earl Carroll | Lil a Kipikona 
: i Puanani Mathews 
Francis & Gray | Jane Avelar 
Slate st Johnie Bright Ore 
Fay Carroll 
Bob Bromley Slapsy Maxie’s 
Frakson | Lewis & Moore 
Rob \ me | Margie Gerretson 
Red Dust Louis de Pron 
Bill Brady : Joe Frisco 
Lolita & aay ; Lewis & Moore 
Jean righe i Rita Carroll 
Edward Aguilar Or Margie Dee 
Manny Stra! ad Ore ! Maxie Rosenbloom 
Florentine Garden Cullen Richards 
ITG & Cal Frolies | 1ouis Da_ Pron 
David Marshall Ore J Riley Scott Ore 
Forty-One Club | Somerset House 
r ? ¥le 
Walter Drson Harry Ringland 
nen afl lit Hatters 
Paul Wendel : or Elliot 
Ben Frommer Tle St 
Lou Sailee Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge | Swanne Inn 
Peter ‘Lind’ Hayes Gladys Bentley 
| Gra e Hasyes Eddie Beal 
| Whitey Roberts Dudley Dickerson 
i mn e ‘ ms | - 
| Herb Dubraub | Topsy’s 
j ; 
Robby Evans | Topsy’s Girlesque 
| Jirnamie iiake | Russ Brown 
Joe Andrews | Marvin Dale Oro 
i} Arthur Rernard Ore | Victor Hugo 
| It Cafe Matty Malneck Orc 
} Al Graham Ore Wilshire Bowl 
la Conga Don & Beverly 
| Divorah Rego 1 Phil Harris 
Ambassador Hotel | Sharone St nger 
(Pump Koom) hitman GIs 
Herb Rudolphs Ore 






7 f c 
Virginia llays | Chez Paree 
| Bismarck Hotel 1 Coleman Ore 
| (Walnut Room) j Carlisle 
lpn ec te Ore ] vy Kaye 
| rim } , alieas Dancers 
| a 4 : a I I May 
‘ 4 « Jay 
Dor q3 ; i Evans Gls 
Blackhawk } Club Alabam 
| Dix shelton O Jean Cook 
} 4 in nots Marion Moore 
| Don & Beverly | Harriet, Norris 
aiien oe 
Blackstone Hotel | Bernie Adler 
(Balinese Km.) Tackie Allen 
Gloria Faye Inez Gambol 
| George Devron Ore Effie Burton 
| Bon Air Paullette La Pierre 
| . Dave Unell Ore 
Abe Ty an Ore yorothy Dale 
, i t 
{June Froman Ore | Eddie Roth Ore 
| uetecer Twine |  Cteb Minact 
} ive ~ 
[at op Bros Ice | Colleen 
Dan Sterlings Ure Diane Clifton 
he Gls Jean Bell 
rt 1 srow 
| Brevoort Hotel ~ rae :ae 
(Crystal Room) aT itoiecuer Ses 
| Charlotte ris fel Estes 
j ¢ le Ditt n » Chal 
iwavne Elliott Coiony ub 
lyorothy Puval Sacasas Ore 
Ig0b 1 hita Ore 
Brondmont Colosimos 
Flo Frar Farnum 


Whitman 


ine 


Or, 


| Janice Davenport 
| Yvette Rugel 


| Jack Prince 
| Quartel! Ore 
|Pronaph Gls 
Club Dellsa 
| Billy Mitehbell 
Cyclone Morgan 
Billie Eckstein 
De Alexander 
iChipnie Hill 
§ Jilterbugs 
Rhythm Willie 


Isom 


tello 3 


(haries 
Is 
Saunders Ore 
Congress Hotel 


(Glass Hlat Rm) 
Banga On 
(Peacock Km) 
Joe Ver 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
Ted Weeros Ore 
Perry Como 
Elmo Tanner 
Harris, Claire & 
Marvel Maxwell 
Dor Dorben Gls 
Herb Foote 
Franke’s Casino 
Wally Rand 
Rae Lehoy 
Harriet Ehrlick 
Lord & Janis 
Billie Webb 
Karen Stephanie 
Ann Anderson 
Dick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Hal Munroe Ore 
Wynn Faire 
Nord Richardson 
Ivanhoe 


Schubert 
ore 


Jo c 


a 


s 


Ore 


Florence 
Al Trave 
Hol!ty Swansen 


Helen Sumner 
Al Veirra Ore 
L’Aiglon 


Emil DeSalvi Ore 
Dorothy Johnson 
Arsene Siegel 
Isobel de Marco 
Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 
Mary Ann Sackley 
Crusaders Ore 
Liberty Inn 
Dor’hy de Houghton 
Marion Crawford 
Marna 
San.my TWaas 
Karen Stephuny 
Earl Wiley Orc 
Morrison Motel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 


Manfred Gotthelf 


Club Ball 
Sylvia Froos 
Jackie Miles 
Gali-Gali 
La Comparsa 
Di Gitanos 
Allen Fielding’s Ore 








Juani Ore 
;W Wenger Gis (8) 
Ben Franklin Hotel 
} Bill McCune Ore 
i Katherine Hoyt 
Sally Rand Gls 
Harger & Maye 
Mabel Nelson 
Sally Rand 
Valentinoff 


May Toye 
Hal Atkinson 
Kajar 
Gordon Robt 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Carroll's 
Stewart 
Martinez 
Tapps 
Winger 
Dixon 
Oliver Ore 
Club 15 
Paulene Paige Orc 
Rose Venuti 
Frances Claire 
| Del Rios Co 
| Barbara 
; Ou , 


Miml 
Helena 
Jerry 
Wally 
Gage 
Ted 


Gls 





Stone 
ve 


Log Cabin 


ive Fa 


Creacent 


| (Gloucester Hghts, 
N. J.) 

Jane Eldridge 
| Franchon & Camille 
Andy De Sario 

| Viola Klaiss Ore 
Cusano’s 
| Dotty Bollinger 
| Kay Trotter 

Lou Furlano 

Harry Smith 
Burns & Dunn 
Ralph Sunner Ore 


Cadillac Tavern 


Leary 
th 


Johnny 
Margie 
8 {‘oquettes 
Beth Caly 
| Maurinot Nova 


Sm 





ert 


| Edythe Brown 
| Harry Dobbs Orc 
| Her ie & A 
Musical Riff 
Di Pinto's 
1_M ¢ ( 
jj obe rr Fe Ke 
jn ‘ © 
| Ma é fherese 
iJoe \ t 
| 
Embassy 
ice oe & | 
I Ve f 
) nni 
Geo ( rd 
} Mara 
|(Cynthia Hare 
|] ucia & Pepita 
}Curt Weiler Orc 


Evergreen Casino 
ry B 
idare 


righton 
ay 


is 


& K 


1! 
Vance 

Gis (8) 
eviin Ore 
Borde aux 


ff Ss} 
aughn 
1523 Tacust 

| Bubbles 
Stone 


Shelby 


ng Ore 


Henrt's 


(Day 
1 Blan 
e McGee 


Verne & 


‘ as 


Ore 


| Chiek 


Dor. 


(Celtic 


| Gene 





New Yorker 
Mildred Craig 
| Wally Rand 
| Brewsters 
| Ray & Harrison 
Hoveler Gls 
| Arne Barnett 
{Al Milton Ore 


Ore 


| ld Heidelberg 


Irma Cooper 
Sharratt 
Heidely tette 
Heicgelberg Ens 
Joliy ivanzl Ore 


Franzel Ore 


— lly 
any 


re te 


| Palmer Tlouse 


(Empire Room) 
Noble Ore 
& Lee 


Ray 


Trixie 
Dancing Debonalr 
thy Dale 
Abbott Dancers 
*hil Dooley Ure 


Hotel 
Cafe) 


Ore 


8s 


l 


Sherman 


Kerwin 
Jaros Sis 

(Panther Room) 
Duke Ellington Ore 
Dunham Singers 
Carl Marx 


Silver Cloud 
Andy Lee 
Honore & Joy 
lone O'Donnell 
Shirley Gale 
Rabette Gls 
Elinor Daniels 


Hiazel Zalus 

606 Club 
Margret Faber Gis 
Maxine de Shon 


Jackie Hilliard 
Retty Shayne 
Harriet Brent 
Cecil Von Dell 
Margo 
Jeri McCauley 
Marge Gibson 
Jean Mode 
Anita Lane 
Jo Ann Carroll 
Wilma Novak 
Lilli Dawn 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Suzie Q 


Hal Barbour 
¥vonne Nova 
Kay La Salle 
Joy Kalese 
Rocky Ellsworth 
Verne Wilson Ore 


Thompson’s 16 Club 
tay Reynolds 
Steve Stutland Ore 
Jean Gilbert 

.ydia Harris 
Ginger Wood 

Elliot & Fontaine 
Gladys Zimmerman 


PHILADELPHIA 


(H Walton Roof) 


Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Dora Maugham 


| Paul Sydell 


| Bob 


| Carlos 


| Lillian 





| Nagasaki 


| Jean 


Cheena di Simone 
Russell 
Oxford Boys 
Felicia 

Campos 
Elaine Barrett 
| Billy Mahn 

| Neil Fontaine Ore 

| Augusto Sanabia Or 


Hotel Philadelphia 
(Philadelphia Rm) 
futtons Bankey 
Johnny 
Jack Millard 
Carole Horton 
Fernando & Falr 
Billy Kenney 
Clarisa 

Collins & Wanda 
6 Frolicettes 


Jam Session 





Mickey House 
| Freddy Kornfeld 
| Billy Kretchmer 


| Hopkins’Rathskeller | 


| Irving Braslow's Or | 


| Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 

4 Murphy Sis 
ferry Marcella 
(ye Raymond 
ns Trio 





rene 
Hopki 
Lexington Casino 
Charlie Gaines Ore 
Mike Joffree 
6 Boulevard Belles 
Fitzgerald 
Wolf 
ter the Great 
Brendell Twins 
Javenelli 
Cashie Costello 
John Lucyn 
Johnny & Eddle 
Lexington Trio 


Lido Venice 


Monty 


Sylve: 


Rose 


fohn Joseph Ore 
Krank Hall 
Trent & Strafford 
Carmen Torrente 
Hiarry McKa 
lar orie Dru nme nd 
J ettes 
lar Elle 

kie Miles 
| nr & George 
\ llugo Ore 
} bin ms 

e W en 

lanchinos 


Minstrel Tavern 


( wre Marriott 

e Loftus 
Ed MeGoldri« Sr 
liae Russell 
Lois Wright 
Margie Marsh 
To Calozzo 
Marriott's R'm Orc 
Bella Belmont 


Manoa Inn 
Hitchinson 
Jack & Jesse Owens 
Carlis & Lolita 
Kay Dale 
Edythe Sallade 
Diane Rochelle 
Frank Cuneo Ore 


Niles 


k 


Montgomery's 
Phil Fletcher 
net Reese 
Penn Fay Ore 
Open Door 
Mary Eller 
Bros 
Marilvn Ma 
Dorothy Johnson 
| Billy Hays Qre 


ne 


| Old Covered Wagon | 


| Woody Travers Ore 


Strange Orc | 


| Baby Rose 
| Jackson 


| Rene & 
| 
| Bower 


| Johnny 
j 


Old Falls Tavern 


Jack Griffin 
|} Fred White 
lioney Wells 


Pete Cameron 
Jack Moss 


Ai Kilbride 
| Bob Getty 
Jackie Fletcher 
Jot Miller 
Chickie 

Jack Griffin Ore 

Palumbo's 

Eddie Thomas 
Roy Sedley 
Kippee Velez Gls 
Ka Hamilton 


Howard Reynolds O 
Red Lion Inn 

Ed Chambers Ore 

Joe Foulkner 

Dot Wilson 

Frank Dumont 

Tk Gallagher 

69 

‘ 


h St. Rathskeller 
ark Garvey 
Rhythm Twins 
Frankie Schuth 

& Parker 
Maury 

Lee Ore 
Neid 

Doyle 


s 


Allan 
|} John 
Bobby 
Charlie 
Ilelen 
School House Inn 
Romaine & 
Little Jule 
Lou Martin 
Monya & Alba 
Jewell Ello 
Rabe LaTour 
Musie Hall Gis (3) 
Jimmie Venuti Ore 

Silver Lake fon 
Judy Cummings 
Artmand & Juliana 
Carmencita 
Jerry Delmar Ore 

Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
4 Sharps 

taby Hines 
Smith Mosely 
John Tatun 
Jerry Blake 

Spatola’s 
Susan Lang 
Hal Hoffer 

Stamp’s 
Slim Gaillard 
Grace Gordon 


Cawt'ne 


Anchorage 
Flo Parker 
Hugh Morton Ore 

Arlington Lodge 

Dale Somers Ore 
Betty Smiley 

Balconades 
Joe Mowry Orc 

Bill Green’s 
George King Ore 
Happy Howard 
Don Cronin 
Roy Miller 
Vaughn Jones 
Bud Dowling 





Boogie-Woogie Club | 


Sherman 
mon 
Bishop Bros 
Ralph Wolfram 
Club Petite 
Castle Ore 
Kriexs 
tis & Virginia 
Mike Lertoa 
Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 
El Chico 
Toaquin Roca 
Alberto Torres 
| F Hernandez Ore 
| Victoria Cordova 
El Nagana 
Manuela Del Rio 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
| Ralph Harrison 
| 4 Aces 
| Hotel Henry 
| (Silver Grill) 
Billy Merle 
(Gay 90's) 


Max 


5 


| 
| 
j 
} Roog 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


Freddy 
Marv 
; Cur 





Ore 


| Hollywood Debs 
| Elaine Ellis 








Stamp’'s Trio 
Stork Club 
fodernettes 
s les 
ppers 
rison 
O'Hara 
trick Ore 
Wagon Wheel Cafe 
| Joe O'Shea 
iCarrie Lee 
| Rochelle 
| Al Wilson 
Lorraine Wiley 
Rov Fitzgerald 
W W Swingsters 
| Venice Grille 
|} Frank Ponti 
Keller Twins 
| Woody Mosher 
| Josephine Keller 
Nora Williams 
Bert Lemisch Ore 


} Warwick Hotel 
3 Suns 

Weber's Hof Braga 
Camden 
Flacco Ore 
& Andre 
Jane Smith 
Trenton 

The Kitaros 

Pat Sullivan 
Howard Cole 

Jack Smith 
Signor ka 
Syd Golden 
Don Francisco Co 
Tia 
Curran 
Elmer 


Jules 
Nixon 
Betty 
| Al 


initne 


Bligh 

| Seltzer 

| Raths’r Fldoradlane 
| Wilson's 

| Joe Hough 

Rhythm Manlacs 


Jay Owens 
Marie LatTell 
Duke Art 


Neff Bros 
Fisher, Ed & Paul 
Geo Baquet Ore 


Yacht Club 


Janet Reese 
Eddie Matheros 
Lioyd Mona 
Carita 

Eleanor Landy 
Jimmy Evans 
Mary Navis 





PITTSBURGH 


Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Hotel Wm. Pena 
(Chatterbox) 
Leighton Noble Ore 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Merry-Go-Round 
Will Asche 
Al Fremont Oro 
New Penn 
Joe Villella Ore 
Billy Sagane 
Betty Lou 
Jane Wayne 
Betty Lee 
Leah Lane 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Martisco Ore 
M Ovando Oreo 
Bob Carter 
Stanley Sis 
|} Columbus & Carroll 
| Russell & Christine 
Nut House 
Jim Buchanon 
Harry Nosokoff 
Ray Neville 
Ted Blake 
Joe Kliein 
Reggie Dvorak 
Honey Boy 
Buzzin Bees Ore 
Orchard 
|} Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Pines 
tjurton Ore 
Englert 
Riviera 








Benny 
tay 


Dorothy Nesbitt |} Max Adkins Ore 
Hotel Ella | Betty Benson 

| |} Dancing Darlings 

| Eddie Noah Ore . 
Jerry Manning Yacht Club 
Helene Ward | Teddy King Ore 
Eddie Linder | Trudy Gorman 

| Hotel 7th Avenue | Jerry & Turk 

| ‘ Dawn & Darrow 
eee rnder 

ben gg gupta | Mans h Gls 

| Idla ola " ‘ 

| Everett Havdn Sky-Vue 
Betty Donahoe Bobby Haddon Ore 
Tommy McFarland Helen Young 
Jessica Wheatley 

fee Union Grill 

| Evergreen Gardens fl 

| Art Yagello 

i} Kay Downing i Frank Natale 
Red Clarke Ore Mike Sandretto 

| Ebbie Schaub 

i Stylists 3 Villa Madrid 

| Marge Camphen Etzi Covato Ore 

| Eileen Rodgers Carmelita & Lee 

Hotel Roosevelt Dick Smith 

| Sally Jo Nelson | H’wood Coquettes 
Joe Cino | Willows 
fe of Musie 'E Covato Jr Ore 


DETROIT 





Little Rathskeller | Rook-Cadillac Hotel | Jerry Wright 





(Book Casino) | Don Andre Oro 
n Summer’ Hund's 
Woods }3 Old Timers 
‘ 04 Melba iSun Vz . 
mnie y | Serenaders 
g « ni 
Carl Ronuer Ore | London Chop House 


(Motor Bar) 
Dic Rock 
Bowery 
Marie 
Stone & 
Sidell 
Ravelle 
Jason 
yettes 
King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Qra 
Blue Lantern 
| Bert Nolan 
; 3 (jasca Bros 
| Tony Sorelli 
Madelon Baker 
Skippy Little 


Gis ») 


Jay 
(12) 


No 


(siamour 


| lee Walters Orc 
| Corktown Tavern 
Hal Heeney 
Klien Whay 

Frank Reynolds 

Vecters 

}idie Bratton:Orc 
i Roberta Costello 


| Lon Frye 
(Continued 


le - 


j 
| 
} 


} 


Jane Ch i) 
Ruby Orc 
Mar-Jo 
Ray Patterson 
Ray Carlin Ore 


| Morocco 

Lar Kent 
Lee De Bain 
LeBrun & Campbell 
Toby Lee 

| Daniel Dew Co 

|} Will Henderson Ore 

| Nebiolo’s 

| 





eonarad Ore 
| Northwood Inn 


See! 





| Bob 


Schaf 
amnny Dibert Ore 


fer 


Palm Beach 
Rhodes 


i3 Jacksons 
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Plays on Broadway 


IT HAPPENS ON ICE 


Musical 
Scenes, 
Arthur 


Icetravaganza in two acts, 21 
presented = by Sonja Henie and 
Wirtz (Sonart) at Center ! 
Oct. 10, '40. Joe Cook top feature, Staxed 
and devised by Leon Leonidoff; settings, 
costumes and liehting by» Novmun Vel 
Geddes: choreography by Catherine Little- 
field and Robert Linden: musical director 
Erno Rapee: conductor, David Mendoza; 
score by Al Stillman and Fred E. Ahlert. 
Vernon Duke and Will Hudson, Mitchell 
Parrish and Peter De Rose, $2.75 top. 
Cast: Joe Cook, Charles Senna, Hedi Ste- 
nuf, Jo Ann Dean, Gene Berg, Caley 
ters, Mary Jane Yeo, Dr. A. Douglas Nel- 
les, LeVerne, Lloyd Baxter The Four 
Bruisers, Joan Edwards, Felix Knight, Jack 


Sis- 


Kitty. The Buccaneers (4), I>. Goefle 
Stevens and Buster Grace, Edwina Blades, 
ensembles of 20 girls and boys. 





‘It Happens on Ice’ tees off the 
Rockefellers’ Center in Radio City as 
the first ice theatre in America. It’s 
also another attempt by Sonja Henie 
and Arthur Wirtz to cash in on the 
tremendous boxoffice of ice-skating 
entertainment, as the film star on he 
own tour of the country’s arenas. and 
others, have recently proven so con- 
clusively. The demand is so g-eat 
that the Center at long last now 
stands a chance to plant both tootsies 
in the bleck, although the shortcom- 
ings of the initial Henie-Wirtz ‘ice- 
travaganz1’ indicate ‘plenty of fixing 
will be necessary to really impress 
the public and to compiete with 
other incoming ice shows this win- 
ter. 

This show can give thanks for Joe 
Cook, its top feature, and a four-man 
comedy act billed as The Bruisers, 
for keeping awake the season's best- 
dressed premiere audience. Without 
their comedy, and much more of 
same could be used, ‘It Happens on 
Ice’ would be boring after the first 
hour. Its pace is as lethargic as a 
Music Hall ballet; the constant’ 
stream of skaters around and around 
the enlarged stage is almost hyp- 
notic. 

Most of Cook’s zanyisms are ex- 
cellent, and he’s a welcome addition 
to the oldtimers-back-on-Broadway 
ranks. Eariy in the show the mam- 
moth apron of the Center's altered 
stage avpears too great for Cook, 
working solo on his first entrance. 
but he builds solidly with his stooge 
bits. ‘Fountain in the Park’ is the 
first to uncover some of his w.k. gad- 
gets: later he does some topnotch 
juggling with George and Bill 

ewey in the Indian bit; he has a 
roar in the last half with his seven- 
man Boulder Dam symphony, a rube- 
goldberg idea, which was spoiled 
somewhat by failure of the curtain | 
to mask in on time. His chief stooge 
is Charles Senna, no Dave Chasen 
but passable. One Cook bit, ‘At the 
North Pole,’ was not ready for the 
preem. | 

Cook is on skates only in his first 
entrance, but protected by a kiddie 
apparatus with counting board and 
all. His material is delivered in his 
usual intimate style of gabbing and 
he’s like a good vaude act spotted 
entra’acte of a musicale; a refresh- 
ing break in a plethora of lovely po- 
liteness. Bud Pearson and Lester 
White are credited as collaborators 
with Cook on the latter’s material. 

Besides Cook, there are only two 
other comedy breaks in the show. In 
the first half, Geoffe Stevens and 
Buster Grace do a bangup drunk 

rotitine. reminiscent of the Huberts 
in vaude. As a next-to-closing wham 
in the last half, Stevens and Grace 
are joined by Monte Scott and Sid 
Spalding to emerge as The Bruisers 
for ‘The Glamour Girls’ bit. This 
has ’em as four shanty  wash- 
women in a mad assortment of polite 
and jive dancing, plus some hockey 
piaying with one of the ‘dames’ 
hats. The laughs came fast and they 
were one of the four solid showstops 
of the night. 

Norman Bel Geddes did a fine job 
in the scenic and costuming depart- 
ments, the latter esnecially nifty. 
The stage is beautifully devised, an 
extension of the apron, which neces- 
Sitated the removal of 300 seats, 
giving the skaters plenty of space, 
and a three-high ramp stretching to 
the back wall adding to the scope in 
the striking ‘Legend of the Lake,’ 
‘Don’t Blow That Horn, Gabriel’ and 
“Your Presence Requested (R.S.V.P.)’ 
production scenes. On the other 
hand, the lighting is not distin- 

guished. This is especially surpris- 
ing, inasmuch as stager Leon Leoni- 
doff has earned plaudits for just 
that very thing at the Music Hall 

Slowness of the show. incidentally. 
is remindful of the polite Music Hall 
technique. Even the fast and ex- 
citing skating of the principals can’t 
completely overcome this unless 
there’s extensive cutting. The show 
itself, in fact, gives evidence of ap- 
preciating this when it offers, for 
contrast, two swingy sessions. First 
is the ‘Don’t Blow That Horn. 
Gabriel’ scene, closing the first half, 
which has ensembles of 20 girls and 
20 boys and skating principals work- 
ing in blackface. It’s fast and hot, 
with LeVerne doing some torrid 

dancing on blades. She electrifies 
the audience in this spot, repeating 
in the last half with a show-topping 
solo in ‘The Ice Has ‘It’’ scene. In 


, 


‘Gabriel,’ also, Jo Ann Dean and !are pests, particularly elderly busy- not desirable because 


Gene Berg, young and good-looking 


mixed teem, deliver a shag that’s 
clicko. This scene makes most 


everything else look tame in com- 
parison. 


The frncy skating, all told, is verv 


) good, 
' Deon and Gene Berg, there are sev- 


Along with LeVerne, Jo Ann 


eral standouts in the blade work. 
Hedi Stenuf, who placed second to 
Sonja Henie in the 1936 Olympics, 
is a solid smash, notably in ‘The 
Legend of the Lake’ fantasia in the 
first half and ‘Coquette’ in the se°- 


ond. In ‘Lake’ Miss Stenuf gets 
crackerjack assistance from Lloyd 
(Skippy) Baxter, making his_ pro 


debut in this show, and Gene Berg; 
in ‘Coquette’ Baxter is her skating 
vis-a-vis and they stopped the show. 
Other clicks are Arthur Douglas 
Neller, who does a comedy absent- 
minded professor routine; Edwina 
Blades, working in several scenes; 
Caley Sisters, who do an exciting 
double routine in the second half 
and also stop the proceedings; Mary 
Jane Yeo, scoring as Curlilocks in 
‘The Three Bears’ scene. 

The best that can be said for the 
music score is that it’s nice. Only 


one number, ‘The Moon Fell in the | 


River,’ by Mitchell Parrish and Peter 
DeRose (incidentally, it’s their only 
sons in the show), sounds like a hit. 
Other are by Al Stillman 


tunes 
(Music Hall regular) and Vernon 
Duke (Long Ago’); Stillman and 
Fred E. Ahlert (‘What’s on the 


Penny”, ‘Between You and Me and 


the Lamp Post’ and ‘So What Goes’), | 


and ‘Don’t Blow That Horn, Gabriel,’ 
by Stillman, Will Hudson and Ver- 
non Duke. Not all of the score is 
original, however, at least two old 
tunes, one by Raymond Scott and 
the other by Morton Gould, being 
used for a couple of sequences. Many 


of the arrangements are said to have | 


been executed by Richard Mohaupt, 
a refugee. 

Besides Cook and his stooges, the 
only ones in the show not on skates 
are the singers, Joan Edwards, who 


was last with Paul Whiteman’s orch; | 


Felix Knight, radio and operatic 


tenor, and the Buccaneers, male quar- | 


tet. They do virtually all of the 
singing, Miss Edwards impressing 
better than Knight, especially with 
‘Moon Fell in the River.’ The finale 
song, ‘What’s On the Penny?’, is 
sung by Jack Kilty, who is on skates. 
The Buccaneers lend nice back- 
ground harmony in a few spots. 

Most of Catherine Littlefield’s en- 
semble choreography is good, plus 
being enhanced by imaginative and 
colorful costuming. Robert Linden 
assisted her. The closing precision 
routine is also remindful of the Mu- 
sic Hall. Erno Rapee is musical di- 
rector and batoned the orch, spotted 
in a shell on the side of the apron, 
opening night, David Mendoza tak- 
ing over from there on. 

Cast is numerous, including pos- 
sibly 100 performers. This is a 
major expense in itself, and, added 
to the necessary amortization of the 
$225,000-$250,000 production cost, the 
grosses here will have to be terrific 
for the venture to be a _ boxoffice 
success. Jimmy Norris, of Chicago, 
is said to be Arthur Wirtz’s backer. 
The Rockefellers also are in for a 
piece of the show via the revamp of 
the stage, said to cost as high as 
$60,000. Considering the theatre’s 
seating capacity of 3,087 (300 more 
before the stage alterations), the cost 
plus can be made if the public buys. 

Scho. 


BOYD’S DAUGHTER 


Comedy in 
Booth, N. Y., 


three acts presented at the 
Oct. 11, °40; written Ly St. 


John Ervine; Whitford Kane, Hiram sSher- 
man, Helen Trenholme, William Tost, 5 
featured; staged by Sherman; settings by 
Johannes Larsen; $3.30 top. 

So ge ee ee Walter Kelly 
Andrew Boyd... .cccccecee .Whitford Kane 
Agnes Boyd. ..cece seceee- Helen Trenholme 
Ree DECC UNE. c5sesteeks> Grace Mills 
John Haslett........ eocoee William Post, Jr 
Mra. McBratney...cccccess Estelle Reilley 
Beet, Cm IORIIN 6 06606666005 Bernice Vert 
RS NS ee eee ans Msther Mitchell 
Rev. lirnest Dunwoody....Hiram Sherman 
William Henry Doak..... Truman Smith 
Carrie. . wens Daag eb Eda Heinemann 
Rev. Arthur Patterson... --J. P. Wilson 


‘Sinjin’ Ervine, the Britisher who 
used to be a drama critic over here, 
authored this mild comedy about five 
years ago. He has done- much bet- 
ter with plays like ‘The First Mrs 
Frazer.’ Present affaiz provides only 
a few giggles and no laughs, so its 
chances are slim, 


When the play was done abroad 
none of Broadway’s showmen seemed 
to be interested in grabbing it 
Script gravitated to the Shubert 
office and is one of a number to be 
tried out at the Copley, Boston, pro- 
duction being by W. Horace Schmid- 
lapp, a newcomer, and Joseph M. 
Gaites, latter representing the Shu- 
,berts, who have the house. Play was 
jfirst called ‘Boyd’s Shop,’ as it was 
|abroad, but they decided to intro- 
‘duce sex into the title. 

_ It is_a sentimental story, localled 
in an Ulster village, Northern Ire- 
land—that’s the part of the Old Sod 
that those in the South allude to as 
peopled by ‘left-footers.’ 
| the play is anything but political and 
/not controversial, at which Ervine is 
/no freshman. ‘Boyd’s’ is peopled 
with smail-towners, some of whom 


bodies and garrulous spinsters. 
Mostly because of such characters 
the play is tco talky, particularly the 
first half. After that, though the 
going is better and the gabby old 
girls partly redeem themselves, the 


However, | 


performance remains one of those 
in-betweeners that not enough $3 
customers are apt to go for. 

Old man Boyd tts the town’s 
| widowed grocer with an attractive 
| daughter, Agnes. She is smiled 
upon by young Rev. Ernest Dun- 
woody, assistant to the old pastor, 
but she never says she'll wed him. 
Alone comes John Haslett, who 
‘opens an opposition store across the 
street. He falls in love with Aggie 
from the jump and though boy gets 
'girl in the end, there isn’t the slight- 
est doubt that’s the way the story 
will end. Haslett’s store fails, but 





he has the support of kind-hearted | 


‘old Boyd. It's worse when the kid's 
shop burns down and the gossips !m- 
\ply that he set the place on fire, but 
their tongues slow down when it 
comes out that Haslett didn’t have 
insuranee. Ernest started the ugly 
rumor, also connived against the 
parson who resigns. When he is ap- 
pointed to the post, he figures that 
his suit for Agnes is cinched, but the 
clerical fathead proves an also ran. 
| The playing of Whitford Kane, for 
whom it is said the play was writ- 
‘ten. is the best thing in the show. 
Part fits him so well that Kane seems 
to enjoy establishing his characteri- 
zation. Helen Trenholme, as Agnes 
‘gives another likeable performance. 
Hiram Sherman gets some comedy 
out of his young clergyman, and 
William Post, Jr.. is okay as Haslett. 
Some of the others clutter up the 
show, but that’s probably not their 
fault. 

Sherman appeared in front of the 
curtain after the first scene, explain- 
ing that the play was written in four 
acts. but the management decided to 
ldo it in three. He was fairly amus- 

ing killing the steve wait for the 
scene change, bvt it seemed high- 
_ schoolish. Ibee. 


| 


(Closed Satuvu.y (12) after play- 
ing three performances. Printed for 
_ the record.) 
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Pics’ Legit Coin . 


Continued from page 3 





' greater leniency in the studio atti- 
tude toward permitting its name 
players to appear in legit produc- 
tions. The vital angle on the ex- 
pected new Guild-League agreement 
is that the picture company backing 
a Broadway production would ob- 
tain the screen rights to the play in 
advance. Thus, the studio would be 
much more likely to allow its stars 
to appear in the show, since they 
would not only be available for the 


screen version but wouid heip bally- 


hoo the legit play, the company’s 
own property. The presence of more 
Hollywood names in Broadway 


shows is figured likely to increase 
their boxoffice draw and thus, in- 
directly, hypo legit production. 

The amended form of the basic 
agreement for picture-backed plays, 
which is designed to bring Holly- 
wood coin back to Broadway, was 
expected to have been okayed last 
week but has been further delayed. 
Last minute changes asked the 
film people brought about an unex- 
pected setback, but those most inter- 
ested are confident that the latest 
kink will be ironed out. Some of the 
Picture people claim that the man- 
agers stymied the pact, but showmen 
say it is the film end. 


by 
3 


Executive committee of the Dra- 
matists Guild met Friday (11) and 
it was fully expected that the 


amended form would be 
and placed before the membership 
this week. Because of the last min- 
ute suggestion from the picture peo- 
ple, the committee decided 
sider the changes further. 

Monday (14) it was stated the au- 
thors were inclined to concede the 
latest point advanced by the picture 
people. A meeting was held at 
Metro’s office, when the form of the 
revision was talked over. 


approved 


to con- 


Principal Sivmie 

Principal hitch is that the film end 
wants the privilege of using an out- 
side or independent producer in case 
regular producers decline to t 
shows they want staged. They de- 
clare that they emphatically favor 
‘using recognized producers, yet wish 
to guard against a ‘closed shop 
among managers,’ because, if limited 
to members of the League of New 

fork Theatres, the scripts’ possibly 
would not reach play form. 

Picture people say there is no rea- 
'son why they could not set up a pro- 
duction unit such as the Playwrights 
Co,—the managers couldn’t do any- 
thing about that—but they say such a 
move would only follow in case the 
producer wanted declines to put on 
the desired plays. 

Under the provisions of the amend- 
ment, film companies are prohibited 
from using employes to present plays 
—several have legit departments for 
material and talent. From the au- 
| thors’ viewpoint, such presentation is 
a way would 
'be opened whereby a play might be 
yanked from the boards before it has 
ceased operating profitably, thereby 
favoring the picture end, as a quick 
film release date could follow. 


put on 


Plays Out of Town 





Suzanna and the Elders 
Princeton, N. J., Oct. 12. 


Comedy by Lawrence Langner and Ar- 
mina Marshall (Mrs. Langner), presented 
by Jack Kirkland. Staged by Worthington 
Miner, with settings by Stewart Cheney. 


At MeCarter theatre, Princeton, Oct. 11, 
"40. $2.75 top. 

Sister Mary TLeamb....ccsccccsees Lois Hall 
Sister Abigail Adams...........-. Drina Hill 
Sister Flavilla Ford...... Rosemary Carver 
Sister Olympia Herring.... Mary Bovian 
Sister Hannah Plunkett...... Kathryn Grill 
Sister Amanda Perkins........ Settina Cerf 
Sister Clarissa Marsthall....... Melba Deane 
Sister Suzanna Leeds........ Haila Stoddard 
| Patience Kent...ccccccesecs Frances DBavier 
ees Oe Lloyd Ridges 
Rev. Abner Owen...... .-+»- Philip Coolidge | 
Charles Owen........ +... Paul Ballantyne 
John Adam Kent.........Morris “arnovsky 
Brother MelIintosh..... errerr sy Royal Beal 
Brother Tupper..........- Howard Freeman 
Brother Birdseye...... ----.- Ralph Wordley 
Brother Plunkett..........--. Hale Norcross 
Rrother Stafford......... Charles Furcolowe 
Brother Lemuel........... 

Rrother Longhorne..... ... Theodore Newton | 
TePOtnOr GRIMES. ok sé esccvccsctons Tom Ewell 
Wie LORIRAR. oc cdecsvccesescvus Ross Hertz | 


The Langners, whose ‘Pursuit of | 
Happiness’ was a _ success several 
seasons back, this time treat of 
another unusual and picturesque era 
in early Americana. For their back- 
ground of ‘Suzanna and the Elders,’ | 
which Jack Kirkland is presenting | 
the authors have taken a composite 
of the Socialist and Communist com- 
munities which flourished in various 
parts of the country through the | 
early and middle part of the 18th, 
Century—communities whoséexperi- 
'ments in plural marriage, selective 
/breeding and mutual criticism | 
brought down upon them the wrath | 
of the Church and the unwarranted | 
accusations of the outside world | 


_|that they concealed ‘baby factories.’ 


This play was first produced by the 
Langners at the Westport, Conn., 
strawhat in 1938 and has since been 
greatly revised. ‘ 

The authors proceed to expound | 
their theories on Bible Socialism as | 
praciised in their experimental com- 
|munity, Harmony Heights, ra | 





than using it as a background to de- 
velop their comedy. They became | 
engulfed in a serious explanation of 
a very involved and unworkable so- 
cial problem in which they eventu- 
ally capitulate to canitalism and 
democracy. As a vehicle on the 
merits of socialist communities, ‘Su- 
zanna’ cannot hold water, and _ it 
misses fire as a comedy. 

The play’s humor depends almost 
entirely on the double meaning and 
innuendoes of beds and _ sleeping, 
with the result that the comedy is 
immature and sophomoric and finally 
lands up in the ‘tittering’ school. 

The entire action takes place in 
the Communal Hall of the Commun- | 
ity House at Harmony Heights. The 
communal wealth depends upon their 
mouse trap and blanket factories. 
Presiding over the community are a 
group of elders and their spiritual 
leader, Father Kent, who has almost | 
complete power. After 30 years of 
harmonious 


living, disquiet creeps 
into the community group when 


Charles Owen enters their lives, ac- 
companied by his machine which in- 
creases production and provides the 


Brothers and Sisters with leisure 
time. Satan goes to work with 
jealousy and_ possessiveness (two 


evils expurged by the cult) and Har- 
mony Heights begins to teeter. 

_ As Father Kent, Morris Carnovsky 
is an aesthetie and fluent leader, but 
fails to inspire or carry conviction, 
thanks to the shortcomings of the 
play. Haila Stoddard as Suzanna, 
the leading sister and fiery disciple 
of women’s rights, is disappointing, 
overposturing and overacting at all 
times. On the other hand, Howard 
Freeman, who was in the original | 
version, brings to the play its most | 
splendid characterization in the role | 
of Brother Tupper, a bashful keeper 
of the community’s books who is 
chosen as a mate in the selective 
breeding program. 
| At preem here, play is at least 40 | 
minutes too long. Stewart Chaney’s 
setting is one of the few highlights | 
of the production. Rosen. 


BEVERLY HILLS 


Maplewood, N. J., Oct. 14 


Comedy in three acts presented by Laut 
nm Schwab and Otto L reminger at 
Cheryl Crawford's Maplewood theatre Oct 
14 "40 written by Lynn Starling and 
Howard J. Green: directed bys Preminger; 
settings designed by Donald Oecenslager; 
featuring Helen Claire, Ilka Chase, Violet 
Hleming; $1.65 top 
Lois Strickland...... Helen Claire 
Lo RARER Ee Sob ee ego Knid Markey 
Jose Tt Teer ee) eee Biacouren Yoshiwara 
re Browder..... TY TT TerTe Robert Shayne 
gauche TREE EE CRT George Hirose 
Miss White.........0. bettas ‘one Merande | 
Leonard Strickland...... Clinton Tundbergt 
bce” ERR eames Ilka Chase 
May bj, , eee: Violet Heming 
A. Trumbull Eastmore....William J. Kelly 
Ped WOES iN ebcews vabon William Talman 
Policeman SEPivereir er Tee Fred de Cordova 
Geraldine Smith...... éeectenees Wauna Paul 
FOr. Bek 6eansieentansed es June-Edith Kaden 


In ‘Beverly Hills,’ authors Lynn 
Starling and Howard J. Green spot- | 
light the racy shallowness of Holly- | 
wood social life by offering an object | 
lesson of feminine conniving. Ex- 
cellent cast should have it in shape 
for good reception when it hits | 
Broadway shortly. It not only stands | 
on own legs as smartly-built com- | 
edy, but gains peek-through-the- 
keyhole interest by mentioning sev- | 
eral filmland biggies outright and 


| Barker, 


| unit. 


| broadly hinting at goings-on of 
others. 

Show is something of a small-scale 
version of ‘The Women,’ and tell< 
; how the ambitious maneuverings of 
|a flicker colony matron force her 
writer-husband to deceive her. Idea 
|provides springboard for cracks 
}about ‘moral rearmament,’ talenf 
| agents, child prodigies, film produc- 
| tion stupidities, etc., etc. 
| Difficult role of wife who indirect- 
|ly pins horns on own brow falls 
|right down Helen Claire's alley. 
| Thanks to her looks and special 
| brand of talent, she makes the acid- 
etched character a genuinely sym- 
| pathetic figure. In other hand, part 
| might easily have ruined play. Vio- 
| let Heming is equally at home play- 
|ing a faded star of the silent films, 


| who excuses her infidelities with her 
Richard Clark | philosophy that ‘God is everywhere 


and there is good in everything,’ but 
doesn’t hesitate to blackmail’ her 


{husband when necessary. Third in 


the triumvirate of feminine leads js 
the likewise capable Ilka Chase. It 
falls to her lot to delineate the kind 


|of wife who lives and speaks the 


truth. She does so with sureness and 
humor, accounting for a _ goodly 
shore of laughs. 

Notable jobs are turned in by Clin- 
ton Lundberg, as the writer-hus- 
band, William J. Kelly, film tycoon 
mate of the old silent flicker star: 
Enid Markey as a gossipy manicurist, 
Robert Shayne, as a talent agent, 
and Doro Merande as a children’s 
nurse. 

Action of piece builds steadily to 
final curtain, but one flaw opening 
night was badly-paced closing scene. 
This can be doctored into shape 
overnight. Diaiog generally needs 
little attention. 

Laurence Schwab and Otto L. 
Preminger give play a satisfactory 
production and Preminger’s direction 
is okay. So are settings of Donald 
Oenslager. Kent. 


Return Engagement 
Boston, Oct. 14. 
Comedy by Lawrence Riley staged by 
Rowland Leigh, settings by Johannes Lar- 
; sen, presented by W Horace Schmidlapp 
and Joseph M. CGaites (with [Lee Shubert) 
at Coplev, Boston, Oct. 14, '40; $1.65 top 
Cast: Bert Lytell, Mady Christians, Leona 
Powers, Audrey Christie, Hugh Cameron, 
Essex Dane, Caryl Smith, Thomas Col 


A pleasant evening and a good buy 
at $1.65 top is ‘Return Engagement,’ 
but as staged here it lacks the oomph 
to push it into the hit class. General- 
ly competent cast has been assem- 
bled for the tryout, but the director 
has not the situation well in hand 
and the pacing is slow. Author pro- 
vides a good quota of laughs, inter- 
esting situations and sufficient ac- 
tion, but seldom, if ever, is one 
brought to the edge of his seat in 
suspense or hilarity. More farce and 
slight subordination of the love storys 
might make a big difference. 

Mady Christians comes to a Con- 
necticut summer theatre as guest star 
in a new play. She learns on arri- 
val that her co-star (Lytell) is her 
graying playboy husband out of her 
life for the past 10 years. The re- 
union is somewhat exciting for both. 
After a successful premiere it ap- 
pears that they will be reunited do- 
mestically and professionally, if she 
can convince the Broadway pro- 
ducers that her mate is not a fatuous, 
hammy, has-been. Riley’s strawhat 
background is authentic, made so by 


such standard fixtures as the rich 
patroness boosting her daughter’s 


career, the hustling apprentices and 


the bustling resident director 
(Continued on page 58) 





Birmingham’s Stock 


May Tee Off Nov. | 


Birmingham; Ala., Oct. 12 

Reopening of Birmingham's oldest 
legit theatre, the Jefferson, is tenta- 
tively scheduled for Nov. 1, with a 
resident stock company installed. Ted 
co-operator of the old legit 
house several years ago and who re- 
cently has been in Denver, will open 
the house. Barker negotiated a year 
lease on the place and put up an 
outlay of $4,000 for remodeling. The 
past two weeks, Barker has been 1n 
New York lining up his company 


land crew. 


The Jefferson has been closed for 
several years, its last occupant being 
the Federal Theatre project in 1936. 
The last resident stock company to 


/occupy the house held sway from 


1928 till 1930 with Jerome Cowan 
and Kathleen Comegys as leads and 
Russell Filmore as director 

Robert Henderson has been signed 
by Barker as director of the new 
Actors in the new resident 
company signed by Barker are 
Sheila Bromley, Russell Hardie. 
Ellen Love, Donald McCiellanc. 
Richard Irving, Georgia Harvey. 
Majorie Peterson, Jess Barker anc 
Eduard Franz. 


é 


Sek ee 
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Equity Sees Army Camp Shows Easing 
Unemployment; Sets Contact in D. C. 


ii 
4 
| 


‘Talk Eva LeGalienne 
Tour in ‘Craig’s Wife’ 








Equity has taken the lead in con- 
sidering entertainment in camps be- 
ing readied for the 1,000,000 men who 
will be given military training for a 
year under the nation’s defense and 
preparedness program. A Washing- 
ton contact has been appointed and | 
Equity anticipates that, since the men | 





Eva LeGallienne may tour in 
‘Craig’s Wife’ this season, under the 


conscripted will be afforded camp |™Management of Rowland Stebbins. | 


entertainment as during the World| George Kelly play, which was a 
War, the unemployment situation | Pulitzer prize winner some seasons 
among actors should be considerably | back, was on the road for a time, 
bettered. but did not show outside of key 
As a permanent head of the draft | sands. Idea of sending ‘Wife’ out 
was not named until last week, the| again came from the author, who 
matter of camp entertainment has/| contacted the star. Latter has not 
not arisen. Registration for the draft! signified her acceptance. 
occurs today (16) throughout the) Expected that guarantees could be 
country, but many national guard | secured for LeGallienne dates in the 
regiments are already under train- | smaller stands, as last season. At 
ing. Indicated that entertainment) that time she toured in Ibsen dra- 
is decided on, may not eventuate un-/| Legitimate Theatre Corp., which is 
til the first of the year, but prepara-| no jonger operating. Miss LeGalli- 
tions Tor their organization could! enne made the longest tour of the 


start at any time. ; ‘four LTC attractions. 
From the Equity standpoint, show | 


units are not the only employment | 


for actors not within the draft age. | 
During the World War, a number of LEAGUE OKAYS 
legit actors were engaged as direc- 


tors of shows in which the soldiers 
performed. As the camps will be 

League of New York Theatres, at 
meeting Monday (14) 





widely scattered, it is assumed that 
similar entertainment setups will be 
revived. Directors’ jobs then called 
for pay of $200 monthly. 

During the early period of WPA’s 
relief theatre, vaudeville units toured 
the Civilian Conservations Camps, 
mostly transported in army trucks. 
That system proved a headache and 
was dropped, camps thereafter using |. 
directors to arrange shows partici-| its annual 








pated in by the men. 

Maida Reade, who heads Equity’s 
unemployment committee, was 
named to represent the association at 
the Capital. 





Ist Touring Project Out 


| the 
proposal. It also calls for raising of 
|minimum salaries from $40 to $50 


| weekly starting Dec. 1, and the con- 


| ratified the extended basic agree- 
| ment with Equity, with certain ad- 
| ditions, and elected officers. Pact 
|with Equity provides for Sunday 
performances without extra pay if 
union’s referendum okays the 


| Wirtz. Star is not in the show and | purn, 


‘Here Today’ Revival, With 
Ruth Gordon Prod.-Star 


| ‘Here Today, comedy by George 
Oppenheimer will be revived in 
Boston, starting Oct. 28. Ruth Gor- 
, don, who starred in the original on 
| Broadway, will again take the lead 
;and will also be co-producer with 
| Lee Shubert. Reception in Boston 
| will determine whether show comes 
into New York or tours. 

Sam H. Harris presented ‘Here 
Today’ originally at the Ethel Barry- 
| more theatre, N. Y., starting Sept. 6, 
1932. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Tix Buying Rush 
Hints Happens 
May Be B.0. Click 








| critics were hazy as to the chances 
| of popular appeal of ‘It Happens on 
| Ice,’ rink spectacle which opened at 
|the Center, Radio City, Thursday 
| (19), the steel-runner novelty was 
|; heavily supported Saturday (12). 
That ‘Ice’ will draw audiences, adult 
and juvenile, of the type that for- 
merly patronized the Hippodrome, 
was quickly indicated. 

There was a rush of patronage 
Saturday, third day of the show. 
During the afternoon the ticket sale 
was continuous and the night house 
was capacity, with a number of 
standees in. First four performances, 
the gross approximated $20,000. In 
eight performances the show can get 
around $55,000 at $2.75 top, there 
| being nearly 3,100 seats. 

‘Ice’ is presented by Sonart Pro- 
| ductions—Sonja Henie and Arthur 


| 








is due to head an opposition skating | 
attraction when she plays a week at | 


Madison Square Garden starting Jan. | 
20. Henie outfit will originate on the | 
Coast, as formerly, and is booked | 
for 12 weeks, initial stand being | 


Houston, Texas, Nov. 21. William H. 


Although most of New York’s | 


Brokers’ Counsel Attacks Atkinson’s 


~ Central Ticket Office Idea: Claims 


Legit Ills Due to Bad Plays, Critics 





‘Ezra Stone Pulling 
An Orson Welles’ Act 


Setup has been completed by Ezra 
Stone to make his debut as a Broad- 
way producer around Jan. 1. Play 
will be ‘Your Loving Son,’ by Abby 
Merchant, which Stone tried out at 
Cambridge, Mass., during the sum- 
mer. 





performance, because, in addition to 
being producer (perhaps not nom- 
| inally), he’ll play the lead and stage 
| the show. It will be considerably 
| revised from the Cambridge version. 


| 
| 


N.Y. PRODUCERS 
PASSING UP 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 15. 

Philly is still. getting the brushoff 
from New York producers and legit 
crix on the dailies are starting to 
Despite healthy grosses for 
big-time productions that have 
played the local boards, musicals 
and dramas are giving this town the 











go-bye, detouring right by the na-| 


tion’s third largest city in their route 
from the hinterlands to Broadway. 
So far this season, Philly legit cus- 


— ’ 


It will be something of a one-man | 


Of N. y. Tees Off Nov. heey po soggy cog 


| Marcus Heiman, president; Lee Shu- 

e | bert and Brock Pemberton, vice- 
13; Revue Gets 14 Wks. presidents; Gilbert Miller, treasurer, 
—_——— and Herman Shumlin, secretary. 

James F. Reilly continues as execu- 





National Playgoers Guild, first of 
several touring projects’ planned 
this season, is dated to start Nov. 
13, when ‘Mornings at Seven’ opens 
at Springfield, Mass. ‘Seven,’ sub- 
stituted for ‘Outward Bound,’ may 
have a preliminary week at Maple- 
wood, N. J., it having been booked 
for nine and one-half weeks other- 
wise. ‘Missouri Legend’ will be the 
second show to be readied by the 
outfit, also booked for nine and 
half weeks ‘Step This Way,’ an 
original revue first called ‘Words and 
Music,” has been booked for 14 
weeks, and “The Second Man,’ which 
completes the schedule, has eight 
weeks booked. 

_ Guild outfits has been in the mak- 
Ing for six months, with Hal Olver 
in charge of bookings. Early this 
week, however, he resigned. George 
Somnes is in charge of production. 
Although he was supposed to back 
the venture, it is stated that a shoe 
manufacturer and an attorney pro- 
vided the financing. Halsey Raines, 
of Metro’s New York office, secured 
the backers, 


‘GEO. WASH.’ PRESENTS 
NEW ‘ACT OF GOD’ CASE 


Difference of opinion has arisen 
between Sam H. Harris, producer of 
George Washington Slept Here,’ and 
Equity over salary responsibility to 
the cast because of the delayed open- 
ing at the Lyceum, N. Y., occasioned 
y the sudden death last week of 


Berton Churchill, a featured player. | 
Show will open Friday (18), but full | 
according to) 
Harris is expected to | 


Salaries are payable, 
Equity’s idea. 
Put the issue to arbitration. 


th 
‘Act of Go 
the contrary, 


knee durin 
ton. 


Ties a 
Friday 
rehearsa 
Plaineg 
hearsals 
th 


ave applied, while liability to the 


Ng would only be pay for rehear- 
Sals, 


Plied to the cast starting last 
(11), at which time all the 
1 time had been used up. Ex- 


» the usual $5 per day for 


a ' 


Legal department of Equity says, 
at Churchill's death was not an) 
d,’ — contending to} 

ay was first post- | 
Poned because Ernest Truex hurt his | 
g a performance in Bos- | 
According to Equity, full sala- | 


that had there been no re- | 


Ose getting less than $100 would | 


tive secretary. 


Dante Declares P. A. 
_ Washburn in for 50%; 


| May Move, Cut Scale 





Unique deal has been entered into 
between Harry A Jansen, the ma- 
gician with three names, and Charles 
Washburn, his press agent. Wash- 
burn has been declared in for 50% 
of the profits and don’t see how he 
can lose. Jansen is better known 


as Dante, particularly on the other 


His show, spotted at the Mor- 
is billed ‘Sim Bala Bim’ and 
ne’s called that, too. Press agent is 
responsible for half the losses. 

Although accorded a good press, 
business had been rather light, aver- 
age takings being around $6,000 
weekly. At that figure the attraction 
would ordinarily make a profit, but 
(the magi saddled himself with un- 
| called for expenses, including an or- 
chestra of 11 pieces. 

Jansen proposes to discern 
whether a performance consisting 
only of magic will be supported over 


side. 
osco, 


here. He may tarry for a time, 
moving to another theatre, as the 
Morosco will get ‘Susanna and The 


Elders’ after another week. Mans- 
field and Majestic are mentioned for 
Jansen and, if the latter house is 
booked, the scale will be dropped 


from $2.75 to $1.65. Majestic is also 
named as the berth of ‘Quiet Please,’ 
being presented at the Biltmore, Los 
Angeles, by Jesse Lasky and Henry 
Duffy. 

Central and South American dates 
have been offered Dante through the 
William Morris agency with a guar- 
antee of $7,000 weekly. Road dates 
may be played prior to such appear- 

ances. 
| 


Dust Off Those Seats 


| Los Angeles, Oct. 15. 
Mason Opera House, one of the 
town’s oldest, has been leased by 
David Sturgis for a winter season of 
musical shows. 
Begins with ‘Laugh It Off,’ to be 





| poned, 


Burke, executive director and v.p. | 
of Sonart, who supervised ‘Ice,’ 
started for Hollywood early this 


week to get the Henie outfit readied. 
No special changes in the show, but 
new costumes will be designed in the 
east by Raoul Pene du Bois of the 


| Brooks Costume studio. 


Current week on Broadway brings 
in two revivals, ‘Blind Alley,’ 
at Windsor (15), and ‘Charley’s 
Aunt,’ Cort (17). Friday (18) ‘George 
Washington Slept Here,’ twice post- 
premieres at the Lyceuni. 
Only definite debut next week is 
‘Cabin In The Sky,’ a colored cast 


| fantasy at the Martin Beck, with ‘Tis 


of Thee’ also due at the Elliott. 

‘Boyd’s Daughter,’ which opened at 
the Booth, Friday (11), was given the 
pitch Saturday. ‘Time Of Your Life’ 
is due to tour from the Guild at end 
of the week. 


Schmidlapp, Freedley, 
Krakeur In New Legit 
Production Venture 


W. Horance Schmidlapp of Cin- 
cinnati, who took over Ruth Selwyn- | 
Shuberts’ ill-fated ‘Walk With Mu- 
sic’ revue, which was his first 
Broadway legit venture, is going into 
it more and more seriously. As the 
FSK Corp., Schmidlapp has formed 
a partnership with Vinton Freedley 
and Dick Krakeur, latter resigning 
as legit caster with the Louis Schurr 
agency to go into production. 

Schmidlapp and Freedley have 
each reportedly put $50,000 into the 
pot, and a $200,000 b.r. is said to be 
for legit productions, as 

Already Freedley and Al 


available 
and when 


Lewis are associated in the forth- 
coming ‘Cabin in the Sky,’ new 
Ethel Waters colored musical due 


into the Martin Beck theatre (N. Y.) 
next Monday (21). Gilbert Miller, 
Sam Harris and Beck are also said 
to be in on this one 

Krakeur’s post with the Schurr 
agency will not be filled 
ately, Louis and Lester Schurr 
will absorb these duties, former re- 
maining east until the end of the 


mmedi- 


; 
a 


as 


|year, while Al Melnick is running 


the Coast office for Shurr. 

VSK Corp, has a new Molnar play | 
as its next potential. Schmidlapp | 
is also interested in the Copley, Bos- | 
ton, tryout venture. ‘Boyd's Daugh- 
ter,’ which flopped Saturday (12) at 
the Booth, N. Y., after two days, | 
was the first N. Y. entry from the 


staged by Theodore Bachenheimer. Boston mill. j 


———— 


Asserting that the case of the 
ticket brokers would go to trial fol- 
lowing the denial of an injunction 





against city authorities ‘to re- 
‘strain them from enforcing the 
|N. Y. state Mitchell law, limiting 


_all tickets to 75c premium, William 
|A, Hyman, attorney for the agencies, 
| struck back at Brooks Atkinson, N. Y. 
Times critic, who in a recent article 
|advocated a central ticket office 
| which would eliminate the brokers. 

Counsel charges that there is an 
attempt to create a monopoly in the 
ticket field ‘and we all know how 
much more dangerous monopoly is 
{than a handful of brokers who are 
legitimate business people employing 
many and paying taxes to the city, 
state and nation, and who render 
useful services to those who are will- 
|ing to pay for them in the American 
way.’ 

He contends that bad plays are the 
cause of the decline in the theatre, 
for which the brokers cannot be 
blamed, and he thinks the critics are 
at fault more than the agency 
people: ‘If Mr. Atkinson would be 
fair, he would admit that bad plays 
are the real cause for the poor qual- 
ity of entertainment in the theatre. 
Most of the producers believe that a 
very substantial contribution to the 
drop in theatre attendance is due to 
unfavorable criticism of plays by 
critics, of which Mr. Atkinson con- 
tributes at least his fair share.’ 

Hyman declares that the real rea- 
son the Mitchell bill was jammed 
through the legislature was to open 
the way for a monopolistic central 
| office and, in so doing, compel inde- 
pendent theatres to come under the 
{control of ‘certain theatrical in- 
terests,’ which theory has been ex- 
pressed in ticket circles for some 
time. In this affidavit to the court 
when the restraint proceedings was 





tomers have been fed on a starva- | 
tion diet. Three musicals and a re-| “This decline is partly due to the de- 
| turn engagement of a comedy-drama| pression, and partly to the rising 
|—all told six weeks’ booking. Al} (Continued on page 58) 

Jolson’s ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ teed | 
off to socko grosses; ‘Philadelphia | 


held, Atkinson is quoted as saying: 





| Story’ hung up a new b.o. record; 
‘Boys and Girls Together’ did 
| healthy biz, but shortchanged Philly 
| by one week, and ‘Pins and Needles’ 
| had a profitable stay. 

At present the only house open is 
| the Forrest, where ‘Second Helping’ 
|opened Saturday (12) after 


Erlanger hasn’t opened its doors yet 
| this season, and the only booking on 
| the horizon so far is the Mask and 

Wig show of the U. of Pennsylvania. 

What ignited the newspaper cam- 
paign against the N. Y. impresarios 
was the sudden cancellation of the 
booking of ‘Panama Hattie.’ Orig- 
inally set to come here, the play 
lengthened its stay in Boston from 


i two to three weeks and will go di- 


rect to New York. Other plays that 
skipped Philly to the chagrin of the- 
atre-goers here are ‘White Haired 
Boy’ and ‘George Washington Slept 
Here.’ 


Claim de Sylva’s Squawk 
Vs. Carol Bruce Has Angle 


Squawk registered by Buddy de 


Sylva last week with Equity ove 
Carol Bruce’s appearance on Ben 
Bernie’s air show at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. Y., roof nitery, is claimed 


to be a bargaining wedge by the pro- 
ducer to obtain an extension of the 
femme warbler’s pact. 

Miss Bruce’s contract in de Sylva’s 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ expires June 1. 
Producer apparently expects the mu- 
sical to run beyond that, and is seek- 
ing to extend her contract at least 
seventh months, until Jan. 1, 1942, 
or, preferably, run-of-the-show. She 
objects because she has a picture 
commitment at Universal to begin 
10 days after she leaves ‘Purchase.’ 

Feud between Miss Bruce’s man- 
ager, Martin Spector, and de Sylva 
is expected to go to arbitration. In 
a reply filed with Equity, it was 
admitted that in the instances of the 
radio commercial and Waldorf de 
Sylva’s permission wasn’t asked, as 
Equity rules require, but it was 
pointed out that de Sylva had re- 
peatedly granted his okay in the past 
for similar engagements before the 
question of the pact extension came 
up. 


‘JUBILEE’ TOUR 
IS OFF AGAIN 


being | 
| dark since Ed Wynn’s show left. The | 


Plan to tour ‘American Jubilee,’ 
a major N. Y. World’s Fair show, has 
been abandoned to the disappoint- 
'ment of some 350 persons who had 
told a season’s work was in 
sight. Any number of contracts had 
been entered into and the perform- 
ance had been extended to two hours 
by Oscar Hammerstein and Arthur 
Schwartz, the authors. 

Reason for calling off the tour was 
the difficulty in securing consecutive 
bookings. Giant historic spectacle 
was to have shown in arenas, a num- 
ber of which in the middle west have 
ice rinks. It developed that hockey 
schedules would mean layoffs, 
though full salaries would have been 
payable despite missed perform- 
ances. Costly jumps required were 
also considered and it was decided 
the venture was impractical. 

Albert Johnson, who devised 
‘Jubilee,” had planned a method for 
its indoor presentation. Reported 
that Arthur Wirtz proposes to take 
over the spec for the road, but no 
deal has been made with Johnson, 
who has the contract with the Fair 
corporation for the rights. Arthur 
Klein placed the proposition before 
Wirtz 


been 


Beckhard Skeds 2 

Arthur Beckhard has two plays 
for Broadway presentation within 
the next month. They are ‘Easy 
Does It,’ by George Frank and Ro- 
land Kibbee, and ‘Back to Eden,’ by 
William Bowers. Former, recently 
tried out at San Diego and Los Ane 
geles, is tentatively slated to go into 
short added rehearsals in the east 
in about a week and open at an un- 
selected New York theatre Oct. 29. 

‘Eden’ tested in Los Angeles last 
summer, will be partly recast and 
is slated to go into rehearsal in 
N. Y. early in November for. a 
Broadway opening about Thanks- 
giving. 
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Return Engagement 


Johannes Larsen’s silo playhouse set 
adds much to this atmosphere. 

A seasoned, cynical trouper (Aud- 
rey Christie) has fun nipping at the 
bossy angel (Leona_Powers), \ ho 
spars with Elizabeth Emerson for the 
attentions of the great lover. Raq 
tumn Heatherington (Essex Dane , 
as resident director, sashays from 
mishap to minor crisis, soothing the 
patroness who wants her daughter 
(Caryl Smith) importantly cast - 
appeasing the guest director (Hugh 
Cameron ) and the gal (Augusta =. 
ney), who deserves the role. ne 
young author (Thomas Coley) = 
that the right a gets the part and) 

ets the girl. ; : 
~~ Christians achieves more 1 | 
her role than does Lytell, but all 
the principals give the impression 
that they will turn out smoother per- 
formances before the fortnight at 
out ends. It is a comedy that mies 
tempt film producers, but still needs 
revision. Fox. 





Unfaithfully Yours 


(‘DU BARRY’) _ 
Detroit, Oct. 12. 
yivi ets, 23 scenes, | 
Operetta revival in two acts, ; 
presented by the Messrs. Shubert. Adapta | 
Rowland Leigh and Desmond Car 


ng oe by Carl Millocker, Additional 
numbers by Irving Actmanh, Lyrics by 
Rowland Leigh. Staged under the _— 
tion of J. J. Shubert. Book directed y 
Philip Van Dyke. Settings by Wa ae 
Barratt. Ballet and dances staged by ¢ -_ 
Randall. Orchestra under | direction k- 
Pierre De Reeder. The Wilson, Oct. 12, | 


. eo | 
"40; $2.20 top. ....Doris Patston | 


Margot......s-eeecenvece . Fo 
Madame Labille.....seeeeres Marie V in rent | 
Gwen May...eccccsersevcere Barbara Perry 
Marquise De La Marche......Jack Sheehan 
Comte DuBarry...eesseees . Richard eons 
: Nancy McCor 
PANNE. cccsccccccccece eoevered y Met 
me Lavallery......+++++-Michael Bart lett 
Hubert Oronais....secess+:: . -Robert Berry 
Le Jeune Moreau...eoees> Michael EKdwards 
Landlady 9b 689050660808 esesesbe Betti Davis 
Comte Bordeneau...ccssceees T oor Sales 
Prince De Soubise..ccceesees: Rober! B y 
Baron Chamard....-++e-- saceue red Sherman | 
THREES... eee ree eeesecevesesess Evelyn Daw | 
Wg nC eee ce ania Betty McMahan 
Madame Sauterelle..ceeeeeess- Nina Vare la 
Bophie......ccecescveveces ...Mary Snowden 
Maitre Cascal......+++++.-Harry K. Mor 
Duc De Choiseul.....+ee-eers Victor M 
Marechale De Luxenbourg....Ze t 





Comte Lammond 
Louis 


In ‘Unfaithfully Yours.’ which 
Broadway saw in 1933 as DuBarry, 
the Messrs. Shubert have more than 





an adequate road blazer for the 
shows which will follow it out of 
this new production center. It's 


lavishly dressed, tuneful and well 
sung, and risque. 

When the word gets around on 
the hot bawdy house (aria Louis 
XV) in this operetta, it should bring 
out more than the lovers of music, 
which won't do any harm to the 
proposed season of 30 weeks for 
the musical shows here and on the| 
midwestern road tour. A_ story 
about a transient courtesan, some 
salty dialogue, as well as the cus- 
tomary visual and oral appeal, 
should serve to whip up interest in 
the other offerings to come along 
every two weeks. 

With Doris Patston, Jack Sheehan, 
Nancy McCord and Michael Bartlett 
in the key and comedy roles, music 
that veers often toward the sprightly 
—I Give My Heart’ and ‘Sing for 
the Customers’—and customing and 
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sets as lavish as the court back- 


| ground requires, the operetta won a) 


cause of the first World War. 


{Broadway last two seasons pnd 


Hans 
the 


| getters of the 


natural for such 
judging by opening night attendance, 
they'll do thriving biz. 


and three new items—the rendition 
of a poem by a colleague of the ac- 
tors 
camp, the singing of a tune, ‘It Is 


dozen curtain calls at the opening. 
Numbers in the show balance up 
nicely, with both Miss McCord and | 
Bartlett getting ample solo and duet | 
opportunities, and Miss Patston and 
Sheehan brisk in the lighter vein, | 

New ballet music has been intro- 
duced in the score by Irving Act- 
man. Dances have verve with one— 
a palfrey number with the chorines 
simulating horse  drills—especially 
clicking. With a cast o.k. all down 
the line—Richard Rober ,as DuBarry, 
and Leonard Ceeley Louis XV, 
particularly apt—it is an auspicious 
start for a winter season of operetta 
revivals. 

Company leaves here Oct. 27 to 
open in the Harris, Chicago, next 
stop on the circuit. Bartlett will be 
brought back from the road com- 
pany for the fourth show to create 


as 


‘his original role in ‘Three Waltzes’ 


with Kitty Carlisle. The second 


|'show now being shaped up, ‘Cock- 


tails, 5 to 7,’ is a Franz Lehar oper- 


|etta done in Vienna in 1918, but lost 


sight of by American producers be- 


Pool. 


Reunion in New York 
Brooklyn, Oct. 15. 


Viennese Theatre Group in a revue tin 
two acts. Sketches and lyrics by Lothar 
Metzl and Werner Michel. Music by Andre | 
Singer and Werner Michel. Directed by 
Herbert Bergof and Ezra Stone. At the 
Brighton theatre, Brooklyn, Oct. 14, ‘40; | 
$1.10 top. 


Cast: Hans Herberth, Herbert Bergof, 
Walter Martin, Katherne Mattern, Fred | 
| Lorenz, Lotte Goslar. | 

Viennese troupers who  playe 


across the bridge for the first time 
with their bright, briskly produced | 
revue smacking of old world flavor. 
Brighton theatre audiences are a 
performers and, 


Revue combines the best of their 
two Broadway productions,, From 
Vienna’ and ‘Reunion in New York’ 


who died in a concentration 


Not True the Danube Is Blue,’ and 

Herberth, who climbs out of 
pit, to play ‘Who’s Afraid of 
the Big Bad Wolf,’ as Bach, Mozart, 
Wagner and Bizet might have done 
it. He plays deftly and scores. 

Herbert Berghof, as m.c., is gra- 
cious and competent. Major laugh- 
evening are Walter 
Martin and Katherine Mattern (she’s 
a magnificent performer) in the 
‘Keep Laughin’ routine, in which 
Martin, as a dignified lecturer, ex- 
plains different types of laughs, using 
Miss Mattern as an exhibit. 

Fred Lorenz clicks with his take- 
off of an apothecary preparing pills, 
and as the immigrant with ‘English 
in Six Lessons.’ Lotte Goslar does 
grotesque dancing and is best re- 
membered for her ‘Street Walker’ 
interpretation. Finale has perform- 
ers singing songs they once did in 
Vienna. 

Group stays here this week and 
may possibly play another down- 
town local theatre next week. 

Ranson. 


Odorated Pix 


Continued from page 1 

















|}auditorium was filled with 37 dis- 
tinctly different smells. 
What’s much more _ important, 


|something unrelated to films 
Smells in his Berne, Switzerland lab, 


|when he stumbled on this secret 


Laube says, the auditorium was com- 
pletely cleared of each fragrance im- 
|mediately after it first appears. This 
|job of eliminating a smell was the 
toughest part of the invention, he 
said. 

As pronto as switching a light on 
and off, or slipping the red or blue 
or green filter over the gallery spots 
smells were discernible and then dis- 
appeared. * No after-smell Li 
to dilute the succeeding 
satiate the nostrils, or be 
able. 

The invention is based on a brand 
new electro-chemical theory, and 
the odors are emitted as electro- 
waves of some kind, whether ultra- 
violet or infra-red or something else 
is one of the secrets of the inventors. 

Laube explained that the most 
popular misconception about his dis- | 
covery is that it is like a giant per- 
fume atomizer, spraying fragrant 
vapors through the theatre. It is, 
nothing of the sort, he says. Electric 
rays that affect the nostrils exactly 
as small particles of perfume do, are 
the smell-carrying agent. 

Accidenta] Invention 

The invention is the result of a 
laboratory accident one day in 1933, 
Laube says. He was working on 
or | 


remalne 
odor, or 


alagree- 


Until he gets his patents, he is re- 
luctant to tell more of the discovery | 


‘or describe the workings of his ap- 


i 


paratus, 
Barth, his associate, had been di- 


| United States. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘White Haired Boy’—George 
Abbott. 

‘Night of Love’—Shuberts. 

‘Conquest in April’ — Louise 
Carventer, Adelaide Finch. 

‘Elmer the Great’ (revival)— 
Aldrich and Myers. 

’Tis of Thee’—Shuberts. 

‘Cabin in the Sky’—Al Lewis, 
Vinton Freedley, Martin Beck. 








recior - distributor - theatre 
and various other things 
business in Switzerland, 
and France for a dozen years, but 
dropped that work te join Laube in 
perfecting OTP to the point where 
it is commercially adaptable. 

Supervised by the Swiss consulate, 
the premiere took place in a little 
theatre (150 seats) and apologies 
were given for the smallness of the 
house and also for the poor picture. | 
‘The story is not so good, and you 
must remember it was made when 
Switzerland was mobilizing and the | 
acting talent available was not the 
best. The story was written around | 
the idea of getting a wide variety of 
odors in the picture, and all in all! 
the picture was made purely for 
demonstration,’ said a consular at- 
tache, 

In the demonstration film, titled 
‘My Dream’ because that is the name 
of the leading gal’s perfume that be- 
witches Our Hero, the romantic 
figures first meet in a garden where 
the girl is entranced by a gorgeous 
lilac bush. The theatre instantane- 
ously filled with the fragrance of 
lilacs, 

Later on, the hero atomizes eau de 
cologne all over his apartment be- 


manager 
in show 








By-Products 


Sidelines of the ‘smellies’ are 
already under’ consideration, 
though the new projection idea 
has not yet achieved recogni- 
tion. 

Perfume manufacturers are 
anxious to have Greta Garbo’s 
perfume wafted to coast-to-coast 
audiences in film houses. They 
predict bargain counter mob 
scenes the day after Garbo’s 
fragrance hits. Their reasoning 
is that girls and women will say 
to themselves, ‘With that stuff 
Garbo does it—so can I.’ 

Madison Square Garden could 
be perfumed after the circus or 
after the rodeo, say the inventors 
of the ‘smelilies.’ 

Department stores could stage 
‘Lilac Day’ or fix tieups with a 
new fashion-color, or novel 
leather accessories by choosing 
the correct electrical rays to 
‘Odorate’ the nostrils. ‘Possibili- 
ties for entertainment or com- 
mercial uses are absolutely lim- 
itless,’ say the inventors. 


Germany | 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


‘Boyd's Daughter,’ first of the tryouts at the Copley, Boston, did a quick 
| fold Saturday (12) at the Booth, N. Y., stopping after three perform , 
It was called ‘Boyd’s Shop’ originally, being a middlin’ comedy by St 
Ervine, English author and essayist, who gave a much better account of 
himself previously. Ervine was a New York reviewer on the defunct 
Morning World, because of which the critics could have chided him for 
| ‘Boyd's,’ but while the reviews were thumbs down, with one exception 
| they refrained from personalities. Walter Winchell (Mirror), could not 
resist, however, saying the play: 
| ‘Is as windy and over-written as his dramatic notices when he was guest 
critic for the N. Y. World before it died of the colic. He used two full 
columns to say nothing about a new show every morning.’ 

The Copley tryout enterprise appears to be chiefly financed by W. Horace 
Schmidlapp, young Cincinnati socialite who entered show business last 
season with ‘Walk With Music,’ known on the road as ‘Three After Three’ 
Schmidlapp, along with a youth from Pittsburgh, took it on the chin with 
that musical, which played the Barrymore, for about $48,000. Understood 
they became interested in show business through Ruth Selwyn, billed as 
the presenter. She stepped out and so did the Shuberts after they w 
into the red for $40,000 as their share. 

Jos. W. Gaites is teaming with Schmidlapp in the Copley tenture and 
the Shuberts are also in. Second tryout in the Hub house is ‘Return En- 
gagement,’ current there. 





ances, 
John 





ent 





‘Ladies in Retirement,’ which the Theatre Guild took over from Gilbert 
Miller, fared much better at the boxoffice in Chicago than reported. First 
week at the Harris the English melodrama grossed $10,500, though it was 
estimated $2,000 less. After good notices there was a weak second night 
attendance thereafter climbing. Second week's takings approximated 
$13,500, considered excellent in view of the play’s subscription basis. Show 
was limited to a two-week date, for which the Loop's critics panned the 
management. ‘Ladies’ stopped Saturday (12) and jumped to Pittsburgh 
where subscription tickets were out, making it impractical to extend the 
Chicago engagement. Show, however, is penciled in for a return date at 
Christmas time. 

‘Ladies’ enjoyed a profitable run at the Miller, N. Y., last season and a 
long tour was booked. Road dates started in Los Angeles, but attendance 
was disappointing and the producer announced its closing. Guild there- 
upon took over the import to help fill out the schedule of its out-of-town 
subscription guarantees. 





Staff for ‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center, N. Y., is unusually listed in the 
program. List is topped by the name of the press agent, Richard Maney, 
with no mention of the company manager, Chub Munster having that job 
technically. Name of William H. Burke, general manager, is carried in the 
front of the program as the executive director, but he has gone to the 
Coast and Arthur Wirtz, who with Sonja Henie produced the ice revue, is 
actively handling the show. 

Staff for the Center is topped by G. S. Eysell, as assistant managing 
director. R. V. Downing is treasurer, but the boxoffice treasurer is Paul 
Dauer. Glen Allvine is press representative, it being the first time for 
theatre and attraction having separate publicity departments. 


Jane Broder, legit casting agent, is not interested in theatre party ac- 
tivity as had been reported. She explains that she has given temporary 
office quarters to Dorothy Wolf, who specializes in that form of ticket 
selling. 

Miss Wolf was in charge of theatre parties for the Leblang agency, but 
recently withdrew after being employed there for a number of years. 

Charles Burke, general representative for Fortune Gallo and the San 
Carlo Opera Co., was recently married to a non-pro out of town. His 
troubles started immediately, being forced horizontal by an acute attack of 
Shingles. Partially recovered, he returned to New York Monday (14), 


+ 


Costly Ballet Theatre 
Again Becomes Active 


The Ballet Theatre, costly dance 
enterprise Which attracted attention 
at the Center, N. Y., last season, is 
rehearsing for further activities. Bal- 








Ticket-Fight 
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cost of production, mostly to the | 
success of taking pictures and to the | 
departure of able writers and actors | 
to Hollywood.’ 
Few Brokers Sign Code 
League of New York Theatres, | 
aiming to continue the code which 











cause he expects a call from the girl. 
While he awaits the rendezvous, the 
audience inhales eau de cologne, but 
there are two interruptions in sight | 
sound-smell. The man’s buddy drops 
in and while making himself at home 


| munches on a peach from the fruit | 


powl, and then a banana, 

In each case the fruit odor ap- 
peared, then disappeared, to be fol- 
lowed by eau de cologne. Action on 
the screen was practically momen- | 
tary, but the smells were perfectly | 
synchronized, and there was no 
after-smell and no delay which 
would have made the audience smell 
the peach while looking at banana. 

All through the film smells burst 
forth and vanished. There were 
narcissus, red roses, milady’s ‘My 
Dream’ on milady’s kerchief and all 
about her, the scent of fir trees on 
a ride through a forest, the fra- 
grance of a hayfield, the tar smell 
from a highway-construction scene, 
lemons squeezed for drinks gave off 
their smell, and even the faint odor 
of wood-shavings during a scene in 
a carpenter shop. 

New fragrant films will be gener- 
ally dubbed ‘smellies’ and while they 
prefer the more dignified Odorated 
Talking Pictures, they don’t feel up- 
set about it. After they had named 
the invention ‘Duftfilm’ in Germany, 
‘Filmodorant’ in France, and ‘Film- 
odoroso’ in Italy (where war balked 
promotion), they conferred with 
English and American friends and 
visiting American professors. That’s 
when they discovered that the word 
‘odor’ is in bad odor here in the 
‘It means something 
unpleasant,’ Laube said he learned. 
With the trade name OTP, and the 
uppity word ‘Odorated’ they think) 
they’ve done their part to choose} 
names wisely, and anyway, a rose by | 


lany other name... 


|} came to scratch. 


| cause sharp differences among man- 


}from functioning because of the re- 


|it was pointed out that an agency 
, not 





parallels the law in limiting pre- | 
miums to 75c, was disconcerted over 
the delay in getting the brokers to 


let is quartered in the former Blu- 
menthal 53rd 


mansion on west 


sign for the present season. Up to! street, with various groups in daily 
Y + rdayw » ° es -HAurr hat . , 

song (12) “) W oF known that | preparation there. Venture cost 
only a dozen independent agencies | : 

- eas around $200,000 i vil ost 
had signatured or indicated their de- | - “enn — * wee 
sire to do so another $28,000 to start operating 

League indicated it would ‘take | 282!" some of that money going 

Se : ; for rehears: ay *ia Chase, de- 
|}action’ unless the agency people igre’ 5 al pay. ‘ Lucia Chase, de 
| votee of the classic dance, was the 


Whether the man- 
agers would go so far as to hold up 
allotments to the brokers is specu- 
lative. If the code enforcement 
board orders such a move it might 


principal backer and is still on the 
bankroll end, but it’s understood 
others are now also investing. 

The Chicago grand opera associa- 
tion will be supplied with its ballets 
| for six weeks, full programs being 
given there on two afternoons and 


agers. 


Fact that a number of agencies are 


delinquent in the payment of the | SUnday nights. Following the Chi- 
ticket levy, a hangover from last | ©8289 appearances, the ballet will re- 
season, appears to have annoyed turn to New York, probably being 
League officers, who are insistent | SPotted at the 44th Street early in 
that the agencies fork over. League | January. Dance attraction will then 


and Equity recently refused to elim- | tur, Playing legitimate theatres 


inate or lower the ‘tax’ of three Chicago date and bookings are be- 
cents per ticket, but at least some ing handled by Charles Stewart, 
managers believe that nick’ is un- who, however, retains his connection 
necessary, or at least too high. Re-| With Rowland Stebbins. Richard 


consideration of the brokers’ appeal | Pleasant, of Denver, who is the out- 


may be in order. fit's director, remains in that capa- 
Ticket men and some managers | City. 
huddled with Paul Moss, license a ncaa 


commissioner, who as such will be in 
charge of enforcing the Mitchell 
Law, with the result that the offi- 
cial made one concession in the 
regulations issued by him sometime 
ago. New law has been estopped 


Jimmy Nixon Hurt 


Kansas City, Oct. 15. 

Jimmy Nixon, assistant manager of 
A Tu l : |the municipal auditorium and man- 
straint in proceedings. It was evident | ager of the Music Hall. was severely 
that there well be dual supervision injured Saturday (12) when his car 
of the law, as the league insists on| was struck by a hit and run driver 
operating the code. at DeSoto, Kans. Returning from 4 

Moss yielded on the provision that! football game at Lawrence, Kansas, 
would prohibit one broker from ob-| with Nixon were Tom McHugh, lo- 
taining tickets from another, when! cal fight promoter; Clyde Baker, 
member of Nixon’s Music Hall staff, 
,and Mike Sherry. a local salesman. 
wanted by a customer often had to Nixon sustained a neck injury, 
procure them from another gra- | Sherry received several broken ribs. 
tuitously as an accommodation for | McHugh a fractured rib, and Bake" 
the patron. a wrenched shoulder, 


in the possession of tickets | 


mans 
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; 
| 
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‘Ladies’ to Big $13,500 Second Week 
In Chi, Moves: Father’ Strong $14,700 


Chicago, Oct. 15. 

Heartbreak for show and theatre 
was the incident of ‘Ladies in Re- 
tiremernt.’ In for two weeks here 
under American Theatre Society 
subscription, the show in its second 
week zoomed to powerful money 
and evidenced that it was ready for 
a long and profitable run in town. 
But, having already been committed 
to move on, it left without even 
scratching the surface of its coin 
destiny in Chicago. 

‘Meet the People’ holds to a steady 
but slow pace in the Grand and will 
try to stick it out here. Auditorium 
currently has its annual San Carlo 
opera session and will follow in No- 
vember with the Monte Carlo Ballet 
Russe. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Ladies in Retirement,’ Harris (2d 
and final week) (1,000; $2.75). After 
having come up with $10,500 on first 
week, this mystery meller. sky- 
rocketed to $13,500 in finale. Could 
have stayed. 

‘Life with Father,’ Blackstone (32d 
week ) (1,200; $2.75). Holding 
steadily to great profits. Attendance 
considerably up last week; $14,700. 

‘Male Animal,’ Selwyn (5th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). On the right side of 
the ledger and evidences plan to 
make it a real run. Took $11,000. 

‘Meet the People,’ Grand (2d 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Had a party 
last week which aided the gross. 
Word-of-mouth is good, but not 
showing much _ reaction at the 
wicket. Held to its first-week amble 
at $11,000. 


NEW K. C. REVUE GOING 





VAUDE AFTER 1-NITERS 


Kansas City, Oct. 15. 

A new musical revue is being 
readied for the road here by Frank 
Tracy and Tom Drake. Revue will 
open Oct. 24 in Norfolk, Nebraska, 
auditorium. It will be a two-and-a- 
half-hour show at popular prices. 

Under title of ‘Rise and Shine,’ 
company will include Clarence 
Stroud as m.c., Jerry Coe and Maari 
Ann, Moriarty and Dell, Walton 
O’Rourke, Texas Tommy and Baby 
Doll, George West, Elroy Peace, 
Wilford DuBois, line of 16, and Arlie 
Simmons’ orch. 

After several weeks of dates in 
this area, revue will be condensed 
into tab version to play Kemp time 
in the south. Tracy is producer at 


the Tower theatre, while Drake op- 
This unit is 
re- 
cently completed dafes on the Kemp 


erates a local agency. 
their second, as ‘Three Cheers’ 


circuit. 


Stock Co. Would Make 


Minn. Legit Conscious 


— 


Minneapolis, Oct. 15. 
Described as ‘a novel experiment 





aa 


‘1 Wonder’ 





James Spottswood, who died 
Friday (11), was at the Lambs 
Club the previous day when 
word was received that Berton 
Churchill had passed away. 
Spottswood signed the list of 
members sending flowers for the 
Churchill funeral and remarked: 
‘I wonder who'll be next.’ 

He was found dead in bed the 
next morning. 


——— 


Churchill’s Death at 64 
Delays ‘Geo. Wash.’ 2d 








——_—_-- ——- —_— 














Time; Digges Replaces 


| 
j 


|closing Saturda 
| approximately 37 





| 
| 
| 


Sudden death in New York of | 


Berton Churchill, 64, Thursday (10) | 


caused the second postponement of 


the George S. Kaufman-Moss Hart | 


‘George Washington Slept 
Sam H. Harris presentation 


comedy, 
| Here.’ 


was originally set back a week to) 
Monday (14) because of a knee in-| 


jury to Ernest Truex and is néw 
'dated to debut Friday (18). Dudley 
Digges was engaged to replace 
Churchill, whose part, while not ex- 
| tensive, was important. 

It is the second time that Digges 
has stepped into a cast at the last 
|minute. Two years ago he replaced 
Richard Bennett in 
Time.’ The part then ran through 
|the play, but the former member of 
the Abbey Players, Dublin, went on 
within a few days and scored an out- 
standing success. 

Churchill came to New York from 
the Coast at the telephonic request 
of Harris, who had presented him in 
‘Alias, the Deacon,’ in which he reg- 
istered one of his top legit perform- 
ances. He had been in innumerable 
pictures in his 11 years in 
wood. Soon after arrival on Broad- 
way, Churchill told fellow players 
that he was sorry to have left his 
family on the Coast. He said that he 
was homesick. 
a limited degree, but his physician 
warned him against touching liquor 
a year ago. When he failed to report 
for rehearsals, he was \found in a 
coma in his room at the Lincoln 
hotel, diagnosis being uremic poison- 
ing. Stated he had been unconscious 
for 24 hours. 

Veteran actor went on the stage 
at the age of 30. He was a printer, 
rising to press room foreman, and 
was active in the affairs of the Big 
Six, typographical union. He told 
of conflict within the union and at 
one meeting he was kicked in the 
groin, then thrown down stairs and 
left for dead. It is believed that in- 
cident led him to leave the printing 
trades 


’ 


| (1,038; $1.65)—Bostonians 
| low 
$4,000 to see this English play 


Holly- | 


|but three matinees made the full 


‘On Borrowed | 


He drank, though to | 


of making the entire state an audi- 
ence for living drama by sending a 
company of professionals on a state 
tour of brief stands which winds up 


Churchill’s two-fistedness was evi- 
denced during the actors strike in 
1919, being in charge in Chicago for 


: Equity He was a power in the 
in Minneapolis ; St. Paul,’ Henry | , cle , ; 
< reapolis and St. Paul,’ I ~ | Equity council and popular in the 


Adrian’s Minnesota Stock company 
starts this week with an engagement 
at New Ulm, Minn. The initial play 
is ‘First Lady,’ with Virginia Staf- 
ford, Star-Journal columnist who 
was an actress before she started her 
magazine and newspaper career, in 


Lambs club, where he was slated to 
become Shepherd but declined when 
given a Hollywood contract. Church- 
ill went on the stage at the sugges- 
tion of the late Big Tim Sullivan, 
who introduced him to Harris. 


ip Selah ‘een He played the Albee stock in 
. = ’ Providence from 1912 to 1915 and 

The cast includes Marie Gale and ... idolized there. Leaving the 
Jack Paige, who were leading lady coh field before its decline, his 


and leading man with the Bainbridge 


Broadway appearances included such 
stock company at the Shubert here 


: .. . 2 | shows as ‘Six Cylinder Love,’ ‘The 
at one time; Dorothy Aley, Virginia | squaw Man,’ ‘A Fool There Was,’ 
Lamb, George Norbert and others. ‘Trail of the Lonesome Pine.’ ‘Adam 
In New Ulm the show plays the! 5.q Eva’ ‘The 9th Guest,’ ‘Carry 


Turner Hall. 
The U. of Minnesota Playhouse also 


week with 


On’ and ‘Five Star Final.’ 

While Churchill was cast for 30 
plays, his film assignments were far 
more numerous. In 1932 he was in 
34 pictures and was cast in 29 dur- 
ing 1934. 


will launch its season this 
‘Peer Gynt.’ 


‘Hattie’ Milked N. H., So 
‘Pins’ Gets N.G. $3,600. 


New Haven, Oct. 15. | 

‘Pins and Néedles’ hit town on its) 

road jaunt and fell below gfoss| — 
established on previous stand in its | Cincinnati, Oct. 15. 

earlier edition. Show drew a bad| A fair gross of approximately 

break in having to follow the sensa- | $6,000 was re istered by Gertrude 


Skylark’ 66 in Cincy 








tional ‘Panama Hattie,’ which just Lawrence in ‘Skylark,’ which opened | 
about milked the town. ‘Pins’ drew Cincy’s legit season the last half of | 


approxi i r shows, 
m9 so = oo ances and a matinee in the 2,500-seat 
Break-in of ‘Second Helping,’| Taft. Top was $2.75. It was Miss 
which preceded ‘Pins’ for last week’s Lawrence’s first visit here. 
first half, likewise was tepid despite Show's b.o. obstacles were _ hot 
friendly press reception. weather, start of the Cincinnati Sym- 
_ This week (17-19) brings the open- phony Orchestras season, and_ the 
ing of Helen Hayes and Maurice burg’s post celebration of the Reds 
Evans in the Theatre Guild-Gilbert | world series victory. 
Miller @roduction of ‘Twelfth Night.’ For the first half of this week, the 
Followmg show will be preem of the Cox, seating 1,300, _ has _ Tallulah 
oe musical, ‘Night of Love’! Bankhead in ‘Little Foxes.’ Top 1s 
(24-26), | $2.75. 


‘last week with three night perform- | 


|; Tommy Lewis, ‘Conquest in April’. 


‘Road’ 76 in L’ville 


Louisville, Oct. 15. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ with John Barton 
in the Jeeter Lester role, played a 
full week stand at Columbia theater, 
(12), to a gross of 
000, good. It was 
first stage show to hit town this sea- 
son. and augurs well for the road 
shows which are booked to follow. 

Company has been out six years, 
and John Barton, vet character 


Auto Show, Fair Boost B’way: 
Jolson, $29,400, Wynn, $28,800, 
Night, 16446, Rooms, 116, Both Up 





actor, has played the Jeeter Lester 
role for four years, with a record of 
never missing a performance. He 
played in burlesque at the old Buck- 
ingham here 42 years ago. 


HATTIE’, $23,000, 
BOSTON SMASH 


Boston, Oct. 15. 
‘Panama Hattie’ is the town’s talk 
and tickets are scarce for the second 
and final tryout stanza here. Easily 
led the field in cash intake last 
week. ‘Lady in Waiting,’ with Gladys 
George, is okay, but not startling. 
‘New Pins and Needles’ opened 
last night (14) opposite tryout of 
‘Return Engagement’ by Lawrence 
Riley and starring Bert Lytell and 
Mady Christians. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Panama Haitie,’ Shubert (Ist wk) 
(1,590; $3.30)—Unanimous raves for 
this one. Show opened Tuesday (8), 


Rep Shows 


Editor, VARIETY: 

A line about the smaller shows 
of the sticks, if you don’t mind. 
We have a few here in New Eng- 
land. Such small shows as the 
McNally Family Show, which 
has been the past summer in Ver- 
mont, and the Pennsylvania old- 
timer, Billy Blythe, and his small 
company, which I caught at a 
small town in northern New 
York, and my own small trick, 
which I have managed to keep 
going. 

I saw Milton Craig, with his 
Craig Bros. show, in the Adiron- 
dacks this summer, and I also 
ran onto Freeman Turgin, who 
operates a 35 mm-picture show, 
and Freeman says his business 
wasn’t so bad in the White 
Mountains this season. We haven't 
had many small rep shows in the 
east this year. 

Oh, yes, I saw the Buddy 
Players in the Adirondacks, and 
there were two or three other 
small repsters, but E. F. Hannan, 
the Boston playwright, who fur- 
nishes most of the plays for small 
rep shuws in the south and west, 
says that the small rep show is 
at a low ebb. However, I had a 
letter from a friend with a small 
show in Idaho, and he says the 
woods are full of small outfits in 
that section. But you can bet it’s 








eight-show week. Crashed through 
with sock $23,000 for opening week. 

‘Life With Father,’ Repertory (2nd 
wk) (965; $2.75)—Held hot pace and 
tallied capacity; over $16,200. Looks 
set fora run. 

‘Lady in Waiting,” Wilbur (1st wk) 
(1,227; $2.75 )—Business reflects warm 
but unexcited press reception, around S 
$7,000 for first of two weeks. not like the old days. 

‘Boyd’s Shop,’ Conley aes i N. W. Kennedy. 
ike e ~ 


tariff here and donated ae Buff. Child lashes ™ 
Hits Hepburn’s ‘Story,’ 
Gross Big at $11,500 


Buffalo, Oct. 15. 








second and final week. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Oct. 14) 











‘Beverly Hills’—Maplewood, N. J. | 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob-| ‘Philadelphia Story,’ with Kath- 
son )—Nixon, Pittsburgh. lerine Hepburn, 


tate opening the local 
‘Lady in Waiting’ (Gladys George) legit season at the Erlanger last 
—Wilbur, Boston. 


‘Life With Father’ (Lillian Gish)— | Vee*: ran afoul the local Children’s 


Blackstone, Chicago. é ; : P 
‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) |!" legit companies which include 
—Civie Repertory, Boston. | child actors. Biz, however, was Ca- 
‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) | Pacity at estimated $11,500 in four 


—Cox, Cincinnati (14-16); English, | °°’ 

Indianapolis (17-19) é | The Society refused to allow the 
: =! Rigi |appearance of Leonore Lonergan in 
Male Animal’ (Elliott Nugent)—|the cast. Karl Nielsen, company 

Selwyn, Chicago. ; _. |manager, explained to the first-night 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif-| audience that, although she had 


ton Webb)—Cass, Detroit. | played the role of Dinah for two 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Taylor | years, it was impossible for Miss 
Holmes) — Memorial Auditorium,|l°nergan to appear here. He an- 
Trenton, N. J. (18-19) ;}nounced that the part would be 


! 
. : |played by Hope Bulkeley, under- 
Meet the People’—Grand Opera) study. Critics commended the fol- 
House, Chicago. |'lowing day upon the probable dis- 
‘Meet the 


People’—Music Box,!ruption of the local legit season due 


Hollywood. |to the local interpretation of the 
‘Panama Hattie’ (Ethel Merman, | Child Labor Law. 

James Dunn)—Shubert, Boston. | Children’s Aid Society was re- 
‘Philadelphia Story’ (Katharine | sponsible for the prosecution of the 

Hepburn)—Royal Alexandra, To-|then manager of the Erlanger be- 

aay | cause of the appearance of children 
oe ; > cine _ {in the Pulitzer prize play, ‘The Old 
Pins and Needles’—Plymouth, Bos- Maid,’ several seasons back. It also 

ton. once forced the cancellation o 


‘Quiet, Please’ (Jane Wyatt, Donald | Katherine Cornell here, her home 
Woods )—Biltmore, Los Angeles (15- | town, due to a minor in the cast of 
19). | one of her productions. 


‘Reunion in New York’—Brighton, | 


Oineturn Engagement’—Copley, Bos-| Dinner’ 8G in Det. 
Shubert Stock Opens 


ton | 
‘Second Helping’—Shubert, Phila- 

Detroit, Oct. 15 

the 





‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)— 
American, St. Louis 
‘Susanna and the Elders’ 


| 
delphia. 
| 


This week saw 
of the Wilson, 


opening here 
mainly dark these last 


~National, 


acninet 
"aan aia (John Barton)— years, to give Detroit two legitimate 
Poa: ‘ : if houses in operation, with reports that 
Uptown, Racine, Wis. (14); Brin, the Lafayette, also long dark, may 
Menasha, Wis. (15); Colonial, Iron| come into the scene through Wee & 
Mountain, Mich. (16); Delft, Mar-} Leventhal to give this town its big- 
quette, Mich. (17); Kerredge, Han-| gest drama season since the great 
cock, Mich. (18); Calumet, Calument, | blackout of °29. 

“oe The Wilson has been leased for 
Mich. (19), om two years by J. J. Shubert as the 

‘Twelfth Night’ (Helen Hayes,' production center for a series of 
Maurice Evans) — Shubert, New| musical stock shows which. after two 


weeks here, will amble on the road 
through the midwest. Opening show, 
‘Unfaithfully Yours,’ seen in New 
York in ’33 as ‘DuBarry.’ 

Cass rounded out its fifth week of 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ last week 
with approximately $8,000, and' 
another week to go. Last week 


Haven (17-19). 





Engagements 


Imogene Coca, ‘All in Fun’. 





George Lloyd, ‘’Tis of Thee’. — brought the total for the Clifton | 
Helen Gleason, ‘Night of Love’. Webb-Doris Dalton e-™mpany above | 


Keenan Wynn, Betty Garde, Philip | $60,000 for its stay here. 
Loeb, Joan Tetzel, Frances Reid, | einem — 
Edith Van Cleve, Ruth Thane Mc-} Abbott Steno Hurt 
Devitt. Will Lee, ‘The White-Haired | Phyllis Perlman doing single-wing 
Boy’. | publicity typing for the George Ab- 

Ralph Theadore. George Macready, bott office. Broke her arm recently 
Douglas Parkhurst, Norman Stuart,' at New Hope, Pa., where her hus- 
William Nichols, Carol Wanderman,| band, Theron Bamberger, operated 
‘the Bucks County strawhat. 


| Aid Society, long the bane of travel- , 


Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 

‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Broad- 
hurst (2d week) (R-1,412; $4.40). 
Auto Show, increased World’s Fair 
influx and weather all favored the 
theatres; Ed Wynn revue established 
itself as real coin getter, first full 
week’s gross being $28,800. 

‘Boyd’s Daughter,’ Booth. Opened 
Friday (11) and after weak press 
was yanked following night; three 
performances. 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 46th St. 
(45th week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Up- 
ward theatre surge benefited long 
staying musical which advanced to 
| the $20,000 level. 


| ‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
|} Lyceum (C-1,004; $3.30). Was again 
| delayed; by Berton Churchill's death; 
| Dudley Digges replaced; opens Fri- 
| day (18). 

‘Hellzapoppin’, Winter Garden 
(108th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Some- 
thing of a real wonder; laugh revue 
stays right up with leaders and 
got around $31,000. 

‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Shubert 
(5th week) (M-1,405; $4.40). Reached 
a new high; extra chairs in for Al 
Jolson musical, which went to $29,- 
| 400, quoted. 


‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (ist 
week) (R-3,087; $2.75). Mostly 
mixed notices, but in four perform- 
lances grossed around $20,000; ice re- 
| vue went to standee attendance Sat- 
urday night. 


‘Johnny Belinda,’ Belasco (4th 
week) (D-1,000; $3.30). With Helen 
Craig starred, business has been bet- 
ter, but needs higher takings to make 
| stay of it; around $5,000. 


‘Journey to Jerusalem,’ National 
(ist week) (D-1,162; $3.30). After 
questionable boxoffice notices, busi- 
ness weak; paced around $4,000 and 
staying chances doubtful. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (49th 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Approaching 
year’s run mark and seemingly as 
strong as last season, with grosses 
close to $19,000 level. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial 
(20th week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Incom- 
ing musicals have not affected pace 
of front-runner, which again topped 
934.000. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (52d week) (C-1,102; $3.30). 
Bounced back and night perform- 
ances were capacity last week; $16,- 











000, with indications run will ex- 
tend into December; has passed 
year’s run mark. 

‘Second Helping,’ Hudson. Post- 


poned; sent out of town; is possibil- 
| ity next week or thereafter. 

| ‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (29th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Going strong; 
Saturday night attendance went to 
standing room and the week’s gross 
quoted at better than $11,000. 

| ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ Alvin 
| (20th week) (D-1,434; $3.30). Im- 
proved as anticipated, takings going 
to $16,500; big for straight play; an- 
other three weeks. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (284th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Record run, 
low cost drama is still advertising 
last weeks and still making some 
coin weekly; around $5,000. 

Return Engagement 


. ‘Time of Your Life,’ Guild (CD- 
956; $2.75). Fourth and final week 
of repeat date; takings around $10,- 
000; profitable at that level; goes on 
tour. 

Revivals 

‘Blind Alley,’ Windsor (CD-873; 
$2.20). Revival presented by Marie 
Louise Elkins and Clarence Taylor; 
opened Tuesday (15). 

‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (C-1,064; 
$3.30). Presented by Day Tuttle and 
Richard Skinner; played summer 
theatres successfully; starts Thurs- 
day (17). 

‘Kind Lady,’ Playhouse (6th week) 
(CD-865; $3.30). This revival prob- 
ably inspired others to try Broad- 
way: has been faring very well; bet- 
ter last week; over $10,500. 

Added 


‘Sim Sala Bim,’ Morosco (5th 
week) (939; $2.75). Getting around 
$6,000 and about breaking even; may 
move to another house; ‘Susanna an? 
the Elders’ due here. 

Gilbert 
44th St. (1,463; $2.20). Another \y, 
or two to establish the troupe 


and Sullivan Repertc’ pry 


J 


vee 


i the: 
to tour; business under expecta! ptions; 


around $7,000. 





at 
‘Crocus’ 4'4G in kMont’] 
Montreal, ct. 15. 

‘Autumn Crocus,’ with} Francis 
Lederer, at His Majesty’s Rat $1.59, 
estimated gross $4,500 fo second 
week of legit season, whic so far 
has not realized hopes. —* 


Expectations higher for current of- 
fering, three Noel Coward plays fea- 
turing Bramwell Fletcher. * 
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go there weekends to get away from 
the noise here. Last night I 
looking for something to read. 
gets all the latest magazines, and 
there they were. What the hell is 
the first thing I opened?—that’s right, 
VARIETY. It was like a letter from 
home. I turned a page and read 
*Mark Hanna and John McClain are 
bound for Hollywood.’ I am getting 
to be a sentimental mugg, but I felt 
like busting out crying. Remember 
how often you and I talked about 
going to Hollywood and staying with 


He 


John for a while?—at his expense! | 


You might have waited for me, you 
rat. 


Needless to say I never got the let- | 
I scrammed | 
out of Paris so fast, with nothing but | 
a prayer that I could beat them to | 


ters you sent to Paris. 


Tours and then to Bordeaux, I have 


cabled to Paris via New York via | 
Lisbon via Berlin to newspaper pals | ; 
| streets and not a light showing. You 


of mine with the Germans to pick 


up my mail at the Ritz and forward 
it to New York, but, of course, noth- | 


ing happens. Pop has been in Japan 
all summer, and I assumed (probably 
wrongly) that he had written me; 


and he writes so seldom that I want- | 
| Dick Merrill. 


ed his letters. 
Our colleagues in Berlin are afraid 
to take a deep breath, apparently. 


Judging by the beautiful propaganda | 
they are sending New Yorkwards, 


Quentin Reynolds — 


Continued from page 1 


was | 


i 
} 
| 
} 
' 
' 








the station. I stood out there with 
them and a bomb fell maybe three 
blocks away, but one that falls three 
blocks away and the one that hits 
you sound the same. 

They drop them from about 20,000. 
feet. Sound travels at 700 miles per | 
hour: the bomb at 150 miles an hour. | 
Literally you hear the bomb a mile, 
off. Not only the ‘screamies’ (my | 
little name for the screaming bombs) | 
but the ordinary bombs. When this 
one came everyone of us was scared. | 
The whole crowd just standing there | 
in the street in the darkness swayed | 


with the concussion When it landed. | things are toughest—say they'd rath- | 


No one was hurt but that kind of | 


thing happening 10 times a night), any shelter. So they stay here. | 


isn’t Ethel Merman singing ‘Do 
Love You?’ 

I walked home a smart four miles | 
and some time try walking from 
Delancey street to Broadway and 


84th street with not a soul on the 


' 


can’t use a torch; you can’t smoke a 
cigaret. Those so and-so’s aim at 
lights and you can see the light from 
a cigaret at 10,000 feet. I didn’t be- 
lieve it either but I’ve been flying 
some lately and it’s true. Well, ask 
Berkeley Square | 

So I'm home. I got a _ lovely 
apartment. I live at Arson House 
which used to be called Lansdowne | 


they should all get themselves kisses House. It's on Berkeley Square and | 


from Goering. 
London Vs, France 

You mentioned a 
Mark, this is my racket. What the 
hell else did Barry Faris [managing 
editor of International News Ser- 
vice] and Charley Colebaugh [man- | 
aging editor of Colliers) train me to | 
be—a monkey on a stick on a lec-| 
ture platform? That’s for the 
‘journalists’ who scammed out of 
here months ago. Besides, you can 
only make all this London business | 
exciting if you haven't been here. | 
TVve seen too many women and kids | 
pulled out of houses dead to get any 
exciting kick out of this. It’s just. 
horrible—not exciting. 

France was exciting. Not as ex- 
citing as a Giants-Redskins football | 
game but pretty exciting. Nobody | 
got hurt much, and you could make | 


believe that it was a big terrible | that’s a good mile away. The popu-| hour ago. 
war. But this isn’t exciting and itisn’t| lar song here is “The Nightingale | exploded. Sure, everyone within 200 


socture tour. ithe hell is the name of 


it’s the loveliest apartment house in | 
London. It's much like that place | 
where Charley Colebaugh lives—what | 
it?—Hamp- | 


den [Hampshire] House? Something | 


\like, that! The first time we got it I ry-Netherlands, the Plaza, the Savoy- 
lthought it was a laugh. The second) plaza 


ime I thought it was funny, be-| 
cause a bomb fragment as big as} 
your left tonsil fell on my bed, and | 
I never had anything in my bed I) 
disliked worse. Since then it isn’t | 
funny. It’s monotonous and keeps | 
you awake and if I wasn’t firmly | 
convinced—so help me—that these} 
amateur killers can’t touch me I'd) 


be scared. Cripes, how they lam- | 
ast Berkeley Square which is aj} 
nice pretty, quiet spot like, say, | 


Gramercy Park. 
There isn’t a miutitary objective | 
nearer than Buckingham Palace and | 


| touches me. 


'\Mr. Kadlec made me. The tailors 
here go into ecstasies about it. Our 
Mr. Kadlee should open a branch 
here, 
‘Reynolds Luck’ 

| J said we busted out laughing. The 
reason is that the bomb hit my tai- 
lor's and now maybe I won't get a 


bill. Marvelous! First break I got 
}out of the war. My valet is in 
|stitches about it. He says impu- 


dently, ‘Reynolds Luck!’ 

That is practically London’s latest 
gay. I live on next to the top floor 
here at Arson House, and nothing 
Christianson of the Ex- 
press and a few others drop in late 
at night when, if they had any sense, 
they'd be sleeping in the fine shelters 
underneath the newspaper plants in 
Fleet street. They come here when 


er depend on ‘Reynolds Luck’ than 


Chris is inside asleep now. 

Nothing can happen to me, Mark. 
Ken Downs and I (I hope you met 
him) had a day in France, after which 
we had no right to be alive. Ask 
him about our 40-mile trip through 
No Man’s Land. We thought we 
were 10 miles back of the lines. But 
that’s kid stuff compared to what’s 
happened since. I practically can't 
buy a drink without the guy next to 
me getting knocked off. Well, to- 
night’s example is typical. My tailor 
in Saville Row (only 400 yards from 
here) gets the land-mine; I’m here 
typing, and all I get is slapped on my 
fanny. 

Land-Mine 

Do you know what it is—a land- 
mine, dear? That's their cutest new 
trick. It is a magnetic mine that 
comes down by parachute. It is 
4,000 pounds of dynamite. It will hit 
the Hotel Pierre and level the Sher- 
and anything within 200 | 
yards of VArirty’s office on 46th | 
street. 





TT. 








Literati — 





| Ingersoll to London 


| 


the U. S. last week, are expected 


Ralph Ingersoll, publisher of New| to speak. There will also be a dis- 


| York's PM, who quietly clippered to| cussion: ‘Writers in Exile and the 


‘London last Thursday (10), is 


re- 


Americas; Their Contribution—or 


portedly expecting to return with | Responsibility,’ in which participants 


'what his office thinks will 


| 
| 


be | will iftclude Louis Bromfield, Wil. 
‘the journalistic coup of the century.’ 


How long he will be gone is indefi-| ber, Fannie Hurst, Genevieve Taboig 


liam Saroyan, Pearl Buck, Edna Fer. 


| nite, but his office ‘guessed’ not more and Jules Romains. Clifton Fadiman 


than a couple weeks, 
Two more 





lof the globe. Robert Neville, 
|eign editor, planed from New York, 
|Monday (14), for the Coast and from 
there will fly to the Orient for three 
'months. Today, Richard O. Boyer, 
who returned a few weeks ago from 
Germany for PM, leaves for Mexico, 
|where he will headquarter more or 
| less permanently. 

Ingersoll’s absence from the coun- 
try, it was said, will have no bear- 
ing on voting by the stockholders to- 
morrow (Thursday) on a_ plan 
whereby Marshall Field III would 
take over the paper. That Field’s 
proposal to form a new company and 
pay off original backers at 20c on the 
dollar will be approved is appar- 
ently a foregone conclusion. Inger 
| soll, according to Field, will be re- 
tained as publisher. Paper's present 
policy editorially and in not accept- 
ing advertising, will be maintained, 
the Chicago department store heir 
has indicated. Only change may be 
an enlargement of the paper to give 
more news coverage, Field feeling 


| that that’s where its chief deficiency 


now lies. 

PM denied last week widespread 
suspicion that the ‘disappearance’ of 
Boyer in New York was press-agen- 
try. Reporter, who was to tell on 
‘We the People’ broadcast of his ad- 
ventures while collecting material in 





Why do they drop them by para- 
chute? For this lovely sweet reason. 
They are so big that when they drop | 
they would make a lot of noise | 
(merely the air resistance) and they 
would scream as any bomb screams, 
only louder, because they are bigger | 

! 


and heavier. So people would get a | 


| warning and would drop on their | 


bellies and maybe wouldn't get 
| killed. But not so those blankety- | 
blanks. They drop them by para- 


chute as they did that one half an | 
No one heard it until it | 


fun, and the thought of commer- | Sang in Berkeley Square.’ To date | yards was killed—maybe further. 
cializing it and making dough out of|they’ve silenced everyone but me |The practical result of it probably is 


it because you happened to be here | 
Sure I’m making | 
dough out of it from Colliers, but | 


makes me sick. 


that’s legitimate dough. Writing for 


Colliers is my racket, if it’s about | 


and the nightingale. 
Wow! Those ‘screamies’ are | 
dropping tonight and what a horri- | 


ble noise. But what the haitch, | 
death is for suckers. I'll die of| 


that I won’t have to pay my tailor’s 
bill. 

I wish I hadn't started this letter, 
but it is too noisy to sleep. For the 
first time in my life I’m really work- 


Hollywood or the Fulton Fish Mar-|U!cers' and you'll be hung by a posse | ing many an hour a day, and really 


ket or the racetrack or this horrible | Which found you with the farmer's | joyving it. 


thing that’s going on. The New York 
papers’ shouldu’t send war 
spondents over here; 
send sports writers. 
sport, but still it is a sport! It is 
called shooting fish in a barrel. 
Reynolds’ Radio Offer 

You mentioned radio. I'd go on 
the radio every night from here if 
they’d make a deal with me. If 
they’d pay me a hell of a lot of 
money I'd give it to Beaverbrook’s 
Spitfire Fund if they’d match what I 
gave. But for the moment you don’t 
think of making dough, so don’t ar- 
range anything for me. {Mark 
Hanna is literary agent for Reynolds, 
besides being a Close personal friend. 
-—Ed.] 

This is a lousy pessimistic letter, 
but I’ve a few bad hours. I’ve been 
in the subways nearly all night. I 
don’t want to see that sight again. 
Every subway station in London is 
packed with people sleeping right 
now—it’s 4 a.m. They form in line 


around 4:30 p.m.—whole families— 
with bottles of milk ard tea and 
blankets, and then they go down 


there and flop on the cement floor of 
the subway. 

Tonight I saw kids sleeping eight 
inches from the edge of the platform. 
If they ever had a nightmare they'd 
roll on the tracks. At 10 tonight the 
subways stopped running (yes I 
know they call them the tubs or the 
underground here, but they call 
~, them the subways too). People just 

:ouldn’t get out of the subway trains 
a.nd find their way to the street. 

Sleep in Stations 

At Piccadilly Circus station (that 
rowwghly would correspond to Times 
Square) there were 3,000 people 
sleepring. At Camden Town (that's 
like thyat West Side) there were 2,500 
sleepirfg. Hempstead Station is the 
safest Jin London because there is a 
big hAll at Hempstead which the 
subwaiy has to go through and under. 
It ends up that the subway station 


corre- | 
they should | 
This is a new 


| cheap 
prices) and their material is won- | 
in 145 feet underneath ground. Peo- derful but you have to go back first of the kind to be held here in 


daughter in Glens Falls, N. Y. 
Valet 

Anyhow, as I got back home my | 
valet was sweeping up glass in my | 
joint. They hit us = again. We 
change our glass in my place like 


McClain changes dames. Forgive the} 


‘my valet,’ but here with the rent | 
goes a valet who presses your 
clothes, gets your breakfast and does 


everything but sit on your lap. 

He was telling me (this is a half 
hour ago) about how tough things | 
were tonight when a real daisy hit 
us. It was one you couldn’t hear 
coming down. They’re the worst. It 
was the loudest explosion I’ve heard 
yet. That concussion is the damn- | 


|est thing—it blows your windows out, 


not in. The curtains over the win- 
dows go out. The explosion sucks | 
everything near towards it. You 
sway toward the damn thing like 
a snake giving you the eye. I sent 
my lad to find out what hit us and 
it really did hit us. It sounded like 


a direct hit. It seems silly but I 
got knocked off my chair (this was 
about a page and a half back), so did 
my dream valet. He wears a little 
ribbon in his lapel—the Mons ribbon | 
from that other little war. But the 


guy was white lying there. Then the 
echo of the bomb hung in the air 
like they all do. So he went into 
the corridor and reported there was 
no smoke. That’s the first step, no 
smoke—no. direct hit. He went 
downstairs—no elevators working. | 
He came back and said it was a} 


|land-mine that hit Saville Row. We! 


both busted out laughing. 

Sure, it is bad taste, but two 
|weeks ago when all of my clothes! 
went for the second time I ordered | 
/some more. I got three suits this 
| afternoon from the best tailor in 
‘Saville Row but honest our Mr. ! 
Kadlec in New York has Saville 
‘Row licked a mile. They are very | 
(compared to Mr. Kadlec’s 


| to say it isn’t any fun. 


Good old Charley asked 
me to come home for a rest. My 
God! Imagine running away from 
the greatest story any reporter ever 
had a chance to cover! I’m here 
from now on, God help me. I regret 
Mind you, in 
the morning I'll regret sending this, 
but you'll understand. 
a decent night’s sleep 
long! 
The U. S. Newspaper Bunch 

The toughest people in London are 

the American reporters. Kids like 


in so damn 


Tom Yarborough of the AP; Red 
Mueller of the INS (my protege); 
that grand guy Ed Beattie of UP; 


Bill Stoneman of the Chicago News 


(the best of all by far); and 50 others. | 


They are terrific, and what a beating 


| they take! 
How the hell is Sherman [Billings- | 


ley]. He might send me a two-line 
cable. I think John O’Hara’s stuff 
in News-Week is grand. 

Cute gag of mine. A man went to- 
day to enlist in the RAF. They asked 
him his residence. 
...and they gave him a white feath- 
er! Cute? [This is a switch on an- 
other Londonism—Join the Army 
and escape the war!—Ed.] 

Quent, 


MANY ACTORS GET JOBS 


FOR CAMACHO FETES 





Mexico City, Oct. 15. 


Numerous jobless showfolk are 


assured a Merry Christmas as a re-| 
sult of employment they will get) 
during the grand national fair con-} 


gress is arranging for here Dec. 1 to 
16, to celebrate the taking of office 
Dec. 1 of President-elect Manuel 
Avila Camacho. The fair is to fea- 


ture many free theatrical entertain- | 
ments, besides pageants and exhibi- | 
tions of regional dancing and singing. | 


Congress figures that this fair, the! 


I haven’t had | 


He said London | 


Germany for a PM series, couldn't 
be found shortly before air time and 
reports went out via wire services 
and radio that perhaps the Gestapo 
had got him right in N. Y. It hadn't. 





Dorothy Thompson and Reid 


Though the N. ¥. Herald Tribune 
gagged Dorothy Thompson's column 
in the sheet on Monday (12), it 
hasn’t been the first time that the 
columnist and Ogden Reid, the Trib’s 
president and _ publisher, have 
clashed on political viewpoints. It’s 
the first time since Miss Thompson 
started to write for the paper a 
couple of years ago that Reid under- 
took to hold out a Thompson stint. 

He and Miss Thompson have been 


literati in New York inasmuch as 
Reid is a staunch Republican, 

The withholding of the Thompson 
column followed by a week Miss 
| Thompson’s announcement that she 
| would vote for President Roosevelt. 
|The column killed expressed Miss 
| Thompson's belief that the Axis de- 





| sired the defeat of the President ‘be- 
yond the slightest shadow of a 
doubt.’ 


| —— 

Mirror Renews Dan Parker 
Dan Parker has signed another 

| five-year contract with the N. Y. 

Mirror as sports editor and colum- 

nist dated to begin Jan. 1, 


| contract calls for a graduated salary 
boost and provides that he may write 
outside articles for magazines. 
Parker has been with the Hearst 
| tab since the start of its publication, 
1924; two years he later 
| sports editor. His column is syndi- 
cated through King Features. 





Original Vaude Ms. to Harvard 


Douglas Gilbert, N. Y. World- 
Telegram staff writer, who auth- 
ored the forthcoming ‘American 


Vaudeville (Its Life and Times)’ for 
| Whittlesey House ($3.50) is present- 
ing the original 175,000-word ms. to 
ithe Harvard University Library's 
| Theatre Collection. He has to chop 
|it down to 50,000 words, the differ- 
}ence including much valuable his- 
|torical data. 

Gilbert expended seven years in 


$3.50 edition, rather than at $4. as a 
means for a wider ‘popular’ sale. 





Raise Funds for Refugee Writers 

Funds for the relief of 20 anti- 
Nazi writers in Europe will be 
sought at a dinner for 
|from the other side who are now 
| refugees in this country. Shindig 
with top American writers as speak- 
ers, in addition to the Europeans, 
will be tossed at the Hotel Commo- 
dore, N. Y., tomorrow. (Thursday) 


| night by the Exiled Writers Commit- 


ple start lining up at three in the| three times after you get the suit several years, will have far reaching | tee of the League of American 


afternoon. At nine tonight it was 


that many outside trying to get into 


jto have them make alterations. 
packed—about 3,500 there; and half! got out of France in my uniform and stimulate trade in 


that old blue double-breasted suit 


general and at-| 
tract numerous tourists. 


1} biz benefits for the town, that it will! Writers. 


Heinrich Mann, Franz Wer‘el and 


'Lion Feuchtwanger, who arrived in 


members of the PM 
| staff are off this week to other points 
for- 


| will m.c. 





Draft Pay Plan of Time, Inc. 


Every employee of Time, Inc, 
; which includes Life, Time, Fortune 
|and March of Time, has been guar- 
|anteed a percentage of-his regular 
| salary for 14 months if called into 
{service by national conscription. 
| Percentage depends on the length of 
service by the employe and his sal- 
ary. 

Percentages range from 15 to 55. 





N. ¥. Post Chops Payroli 


New York Post's editorial econo- 
mies over a period of two or three 
weeks is said to have chopped $1,500 
from the weekly payroll embracing 
17 people. 

Among these dropped were Ernest 
Meyer, columnist; Dorothy Dunbar 
Bromley, women; Pat Rosa, sports 
editor, succeeded by Garry Finlay, 
who was assistant city editor; Leo 
Heatley, another asst. c.e., who has 
gone to CBS; George Jelinek, Mary 
Ellen Green, Wiiliam L. White, re- 
porters; Dick Joseph, ship news, et al. 





Schechter’s Radio Book 


Abe Schechter, director of news 
and special events at NBC, has com- 
pleted writing a book on radio which 
he is doing in collaboration with Ed- 
ward Anthony of Crowell-Collier Co. 
It will be published by Stokes early 
next year. 

Tome is labeled ‘I Live on Air.’ 





Dailies’ Co-op with F. D. R. 





constant sources of talk among the | 


1942, | 
when his present deal expires. New | 


became | 


preparation and writing of his book, | 
it being decided to cut it down to | 


The dailies have been asked by the 
iU. S. Secret Service in Washing- 
|ton to forego publication in advance 
| of the exact times on the schedule of 
| President Roosevelt's trips. 

No explanation given, but similar 
|cooperation with the Secret Service 
idivision has been asked before to 
{prevent radical aliens from knowing 
{too much abcut the arrival of the 
| President's train. 





LITERATI OBITS 

Joseph J. Canavan, 53, chairman of 
the New York State Board of Parole 
jand a former newspaperman, died 
:in New York Oct. 10. Born in Al- 
ibany, he started his newspaper 
|}career con the Brooklyn Eagle and 
|later worked in executive capacities 
| on The New York Sun and The 
| World. He entered the political field 
in 1928, Widow and daughter sur- 
| vive. 
| Frederick P. Latimer, 65, column- 
| ist and editorial writer for The Hart- 
|ford Times and onetime staffman on 
| the old New York Evening Mail, 
| died Oct. 8 at his home in Hartford, 
Leaves two sons and two daughters. 

Charles E. Westervelt, 69, pu)lish- 
er of the Oakfield (N. Y.) Independ- 
ent, died Oct. 13 in Batavia, N. Y., 
| after an illness of two months 





CHATTER 
| Milton Mackaye was the ghost in 
|the Satevepost serial on Will Rog- 
ers. 

Jack Lang in Hollywood on vaca- 


jtion from his Esquire syndicate 
| writing, 

| , ; F 
| Sol Lesser’s daughter-in-law, 


| Genee, is doing a Sunday column for 
|Columbus (O.) Citizen. 

| Louis Bromfield back at his Qhio 
| home after a few days in New York, 
during which he appeared on radio's 
‘Information Please.’ 

Ben Crisler, ex-N. Y. Times and 
latterly PM, now on the New Yorke! 
doing general assignments. His first 
| will be a ‘profile’ on Spyros Skouras. 

Dr. A. E. Hertzler whose book, 
‘Horse and Buggy Doctor,’ has be- 
come a best-seller, has new book, 
‘The Doctor and His Patients,’ pub- 
lished by Harpers, off press. 

Honoring writer Rex Beach, the 





|Ohio conservation and natural 
| sources commission has changed the 
scriveners | 


'town,’ in which the la 
|Groome, former city e 


re- 


name of Rex Lake, of the Portage 


| Lakes chain in northern Ohio, to Rex 
| Beach. 

| John Paul Lucas, Jr., former Char- 
i\lotte, N. C., newspaperman and now 
| journalism professor at Clemson Col- 
| lege, Clemson, S. C., has just brought 


out a novel, ‘The King of Scuffle- 
Bailey 7. 
or of the 
Charlotte (N. C.) Observer was 8 
collaborator. 
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Broadway 





Ricardo Cortez in town. 


George Wellbaum a grandpop for 
second time. 

Reuben Rabinovitch press agent at 
Copley, Boston. 

Phyllis Perlmen returned from 
New Hope, Pa., with fractured arm. 

Bill and Red Norton celebrated 
their third anniversary Sunday (13). 

John J. Friedl, operator of Par’s 
northwestern theatres, in town for 
h.o, confabs. 

Walter Rivers, San Francisco man- 
ager of Castle Films, in New York 
for three weeks. 

Ww. G. Schmus has lost a lot of 
weight since his op but reports that 
he’s feeling fine. 

Aileen St. John Brenon on the 
Coast for week of Par contacting on 
campaign tieups. 

Mickey Aldrich has rejoined Eddie 
Sherman’s booking office, after a 
brief tenure with CRA. 

Tommy Lyman now crooning at 
Cafe Doree, formerly Jimmy 
Savini’s, East 49th street. 

Edward Bernays throws cocktail 
arty this afternoon (Wednesday) 
or author Manuel Komroff. 

Walter Donaldson planed in from 
Coast Friday (11), a brother having 
appendectomy and pneumonia. 

Algonquin Supper Club. starts 
again tonight (Wed.), Greta Keller 
back to head the entertainment. 


Sole colored floor show on Broad- 
way will be at the Tropicana, soon 
to open on site of the old Yumuri. 


Herb Forster, Western Electric ad- 
vertising chief, due back this week 
from an extended vacation in the 
mountains, 


Paul Whiteman at opening of the 
rodeo, Madison Square Garden. His 
cousin Hub from Clarkesville, Tex., 
is a judge. 

Wife of Carl Clausen, budget ex- 
ecutive of Paramount, who has been 
ill for about a year, hopes to be in 
shape by Jan. 1. 

Marjorie Knapp, singer with the 
‘Boys and Girls Together’ company, 
is also understudying Jane Pickens, 
lead in the show. 

Maurice Golden subleased Teddy | 
Hart’s apartment, which 
than being seasick in a rowboat 10 
yards off Fire Island. 

Joe Roberts, Broadway show biz 
exploiteer, handling the Gay Blades | 
ice skating spot. Irving Jaffe named | 
director of activities. | 

Club Waikiki, W. 52nd _ street's | 
newest Hawaiian nitery, won't un- | 
veil until end of the month due to | 
unforeseen difficulties. 

Bill Watters, former Broadway 


is better - 


goes to Chicago to join Chicago Civic 
opera, thence to New York to re- 
sume with Metropolitan. 

With Steffi Duna dropping out of 
George Jessel’s act to get married, 
Lois Andrews (Mrs. Jessel) joins the 
unit for its final weeks in Buffalo 
and Milwaukee starting tomorrow 
(Thursday). Miss Duna is wedding 
film player Dennis O'Keefe. 


Pittsburgh 


Ada Frew, owner of Evergreen 
Gardens, back from the hosp minus 
her tonsils. 

Playhouse has another original 
revue by Charlie Gaynor listed for 
this season. 

Rep office .staff gifted the chief, 








56th birthday. 

Smiley Burnette still around this 
territory doing one-day personals in 
suburban houses. 

Young Donald Buka signed for 
role in Helen Hayes-Maurice Evans 
‘Twelfth Night.’ 

Ann Corio’s first date of season 
with Casino has been set back until 
week of Nov. 11. 

Hal Roach crew in town for sev- 
eral days doing location stuff on 
‘Broadway Limited.’ 

Dick Carter in ahead of Terry 
Turner, drum-beating ‘They Knew 
What They Wanted.’ 

One of Stanley sisters at Nixon 
Cafe and a local engineer are ready- 
ing an announcement. 

Charles Laughton coming in Sat- 
dee (19) for one-day personal at 
Penn with ‘They Knew What They 
Wanted.’ 

Localite Jackie Heller stopped off 
in Sioux City, Ia., for date at 100 
Club on his way back from Coast 
visit with Davey Rose. 





German Films 


Continued from page 3 
real facts when 














the persons con- 


apparent from what has become 





| known to the trade that the close- 


mouthed exhibs have had their or- 


|ders from some higherup, probably 


in the distribution field. They are 
not doing any immediate booking 
due to the ticklish 
Situation, not knowing from day to 
day what may happen next, but 
they’ve got to keep their mouths 
shut, too, for they have been warned 
that unless they do there will be re- 
prisals; that is, not they but their 


|competitors ‘will get the really big | 


German pictures that are coming out 


p.a., now on the Coast, has penned | S00n.’ 


a tune labeled ‘Slap-Happy Lassie 
(With a Streamlined Chassis).” _ 
Lou (MCA) Mindling got a ‘pink 


slip’ scare from the War Dept., only | 
to discover it was the order blank | 


for the Army-Notre Dame game. 


Sherman Billingsley’s cocktailery | 


at the Stork for Ed Wynn and his | 
‘Boys and Girls Together’ company 
postponed until next Sunday (20). 
Bill Scully, Universal salesman- 
ager, presently in DaHas on product 
deals, goes to .vhe: Coast for a studio 
confab before returning to N. Y 
William Dozier, of Berg & Allen- 


berg, in from Coast Monday (14) for | 
| tains no propaganda, League spokes- | 


two weeks of confabs with publishers 
and agents represented by his firm. 

Harold Dobrow, formerly Paul 
Small’s secretary in the William 


Morris agency, promoted to his as- | 


sistant in the night club department. 


Ben Kalmenson, Warners’ western- | 


southern sales manager, checked 
back into the h.o. Monday (14) after 
a swing around the company’s 
branches. 

Hildegarde closes at the Savoy- 
Plaza tomorrow (Thurs.) and bows 
in at Chi’s Hotel Drake Saturday 
(19). y 
the Savoy. 

Meredith Willson planed in and 
out for the Chaplin premiere. He 
did the score but saw it for the first 
time in its entirety at its last night 
(Tues,) preem. 

If anybody asks where’s Gus Shy, 
vet musical comedian, he’s been four 
years in Louis Shurr’s agency in 
Hollywood selling talent, and is now 
a partner therein. 

_ Stock brokerageing is so dull that 
Georgie Price, ex-stage comedian. 
Says he’s rehearsing routines, just in 
case. Nobody wants to trade these 
days, he complains. 

Hal Roach, Jr., east with a crew 
to shoot backgrounds on the Penn- 
Sylvania railroad for ‘Broadway 
Limited,’ winds up this week and re- 
turns to the Coast. 

Bruce Cabot, Warner Bros. player 
who attended the ‘Knute Rockne’ 
premiere at South Bend before com- 
ing on to New York last Sunday, left 
for the Coast yesterday (Tuesday). 

S. Charles Einfeld will remain in 


New York two weeks lining up cam-| 
This | 


paigns on new WB product. 
gave Mort Blumenstock a chance to 
ge away for a Palm Beach holi- 
y. 
Warner Bros. will hold its first 
anksgiving dinner-dance at the 
Commodore Nov. 23. Martin Ben- 
nett in charge of arrangements, with 
Harold Rodner, Harry Mayer, Ber- 
nard Goodman and Etty Philips on 
his committee. 
lovanni Martinelli, Metro tenor, 
vacationing in Carolinas, enroute to 
Milwaukee from Havana. Following 
week’s appearance in Milwaukee, 


Dwight Fiske follows her at | 


| Right now the fear-stricken exhibs 


| hesitate to book the Teuton films for 
‘fear their showing would alienate 
the anti-Nazi customers, but they 
still want to be in a positiorr to cash 
in on the ‘big’ pictures that are 
promised. 





*‘Tschaikewsky’ a Nazi Pic 
Theatres in Chicago and Pittsburgh 
were notified this week by the Non- 
|Sectarian Anti-Nazi League that 
| ‘Life and Loves of Tchaikowsky’ is a 
| UFA-made picture. Although it con- 


men declared, film rentals on it re- 
vert to Germany. 

Picture recently wound up at the 
World, Chicago, and was to go into a 
Pittsburgh theatre shortly. Addi- 
tional dates, it is said, are being 
sought in both cities. 





German Newsreel 
San Francisco, Oct. 15. 

Aaron Goldberg’s Newsreel thea- 
tre currently playing Ufa’s ‘Nr. 461,’ 
so-called ‘Fall of France’ newsreel. 
Display ads read simply ‘Scoop! 
German Newsreel!’ Special trailer 
on screen announces that 
a strange trick of fate,’ the theatre 
was able to present said reel. The 
‘strange trick of fate’ was a dicker 
with Mario Parisi, who operates the 


Princess and screened the reel sev- | 
eral weeks ago as part of the regu- | 


lar program at the all-German house 

Understood Goldberg is paying $50 
rental for about 14 minutes of Nazi 
clips. Except for fact main title is 
dropped and Technicolor briefie of 
the American flag is tagged onto the 
end, German reel is shown just as 
made, Deutsches dialog and all. 

House manager Bucky Williams 
was nervous about the stunt up to 
its actual unveiling, holding off ac- 
tua] screening until 8 p. m. on open- 
ing night. Turned out that instead 
of feared riots, reaction was one 
of interested silence. Folks obvious- 
ly curious and not sure just how to 
take it. 





German Propaganda Exhib 
Hollywood, Oct. 15. 

Suit is threatened by S. K. Ferenz 
for his ejection from the Mason the- 
atre, which he subleased and at- 
tempted to use for the showing of 
German propaganda picture. 

Theatre is one of the town’s oldest 





Peter Ricardi, 


Jim Alexander, with big cake on his | 


cerned are unwilling te talk, it is | 


international | 


‘through | 


Austraha 


By Eric Gorrick 





Covent Garden Ballet to U. S. 

‘Convoy’ (ATP) is proving highly 
successful in Sydney. 

‘Wind’ continuing second-run in 
Melbourne at lower rates. 

_ Upping in wartime work is mov- 
ing biz up in the ace New Zealand 
spots. 

Biggest heart-throb tune on the 
airways presently is ‘Til the Lights 
of London Shine Again.’ 

Norman B. Rydge, chairman of 
Greater Union Theatres, was defeat- 
ed in his first bid for Parliament. 

‘Hiawatha’ is being given charity 

| Showings in Melbourne with home- 
| brew talent. Same idea may be tried 
'in Sydney later. 
Luna Park, Sydney’s major amuse- 
; ment center, got away to a nice start 
| for summer season. Many U. S. at- 
| tractions spotted. 

Gregan McMahon, indie legiter, is 
| presenting “The Light of Heart’ in 
Melbourne. Will follow with ‘The 
King of Nowhere.’ 

Bob Lyon, U. S. band leader, doing 
three weekly shows for Australian 
Broadcasting Commission apart from 
running Embassy club, Melbourne. 

Four short prop pix, ‘All. Hands,’ 
‘Dangerous Comments,’ ‘Now You're 
Talking’ and ‘An Anzac Writes 
Home,’ are being playdated by local 
exhibs via Information Dept. 


Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 


| 











Max Gomez, local RKO rep, father 
of a son. 

Pic actress Andrea Palma opening 
up a she-hat shoppe here. 

Eva Beltri, veteran hoofer, back 
from a three-year tour of South 
America. 

Nancy Torres farewelled with a 
cocktail party on her departure for 
Hollywood. 

Armando de Maria y Campos, the 
‘dramatic actor, has authored a book 
on the theatre in Czechoslovakia. 

Situation’s dull. But there are 
rumors and rumors. Some say it’s 
too quiet to augur anything good. 

Agustin Lara, No. 1 Mexican 
romantic songwriter, warbling to his 
own piano accompaniment, 15 min- 
utes, three nights weekly, on the 
| Bayer program at Station XEW here. 

Government’s training three 
troupes of selected young men and 
| women to present truly Mexican 
ballets. Best troupe is to debut at 
the Palace of Fine Arts (National 
Palace) here Nov. 20 (Revolution 
Day). 

President-elect Gen. Manuel Avila 
Camacho, who is slated to take office 
| Dee. 1, guest of Metro at a private 
showing of ‘Gone With the Wind’ at 
the Cine Iris here. Public exhibition 
of this pic has been announced for 
{some time, but as yet no date has 
been set for it. 


Madrid 


By Joseph D. Ravotte 











Jose Torres, cutter for Fox, 
from the States where he spent 15 
years, to see family. 

Mexican pic, ‘El Rancho Grande,’ 
off the boards at the Imperial after 
a record run of 18 weeks. 

New variety shew planned for 
Coliseum where ‘S.O.S.,’ with Raquel 
Meller, has been holding for months. 

Jose Lopez Rubio, scenarist 
schooled in Hollywood, preparing ‘EI 


Asombro de Damasco’ (‘The Marvel 
of Damascus’), 

‘Jai Alai’ is name of new pic 
started on Basque coast. Will deal 
with the Basque game and is being 


megged by Pedro Quintana 

British Embassy girls, including 
three American wives of British of- 
ficials, back from Gibraltar where 
they put on an amateur theatrical 
for the Tommies. 

Helen Hiatt, NBC, first American 
radiocaster or news correspondent to 
be present during an aerial bombing 
of Gibraltar. She broadcast her ex- 
periences from Madrid (Sept. 27). 





St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 

Ben Robins, local branch manager 
for UA, an expectant 

Paramount Pictures 
stalled in modern 
row 

Will Osborne's 
Howard, warbler, 
Club. 

Gordon Carter will direct ‘Out- 
ward Bound,’ opening play of 14th 
season of St. Louis Little Theatre 
Nov. Zs 

East St. Louis talker houses were 
dark for more than one hour last 
week when two high-tension wires 
shorted. 

The Dakota, a South St. Louis nabe 
owned by Fred Wehrenberg and 
‘shuttered during the hot weather, 
has reopened. 
| Gertrude Lawrence, currently in 
‘Skylark,’ et the America theatre, 
was guest of honor at luncheon meet- 
ing of Playgoers of St. Louis, Inc. 
| Roy Cropper, Broadway tenor, has 
, been inked for title role in ‘The Stu- 


father. 
branch is 
home on 


in- 
new film 
band and Shirley 
current at Chase 


legit houses, being operated by Dr. | dent Prince,’ which will be presented | the-land movement. 


iby the Light Opera Guild of St. Louis 


Others are to go on the road. | 


in | 


in the Municipal Auditorium Monday 
(21) and Wednesday (23). 

_ Local nabes took their annual lick- 
ing last week when the Veiled 
Prophet parade was held. The 
|Mardi Gras, attracted more than 
' 300,000 along the seven-mile line of 
march. 

| Walter Brennan, screen player, 
made two quickie appearances here 


}on one day last week. He appeared |}; 


'on the stage at Loew’s, where “The 
| Westerner’ is current and in which 


} 
} 


Hollywood 


Frank Capra back from Oregon 





| Parade patterned after New Orleans’ | siesta. 


Jane Darwell 
mumps, 

Johnny Nobie in from Honolulu on 
vacation. 
Phil Gersdorf joined RKO pub- 
city staff. 
Norman Taurog to the hospital for 


recovering from 


|he’s featured, and also participated in , @ checkup. 


the Variety Club’s show at the Fox. 





Reno 


By Leola McDonald 








| three weeks instead of the customary 
| six, sent here by Cosmopolitan to do 
|a series of six novelettes with Reno 
'and Nevada locale. 

| Hugh Wiley also in town, 
|posedly for the Saturday Evening 
Post. Wiley divorced and re-mar- 
ried his wife, Juanita Wiley, both 
actions taking place in one week. 
He is domiciled at the Riverside, but 
reported he is fixing up a de luxe 
trailer to spend the winter in. 

Constance Bennett established her- 
self here on Oct. 1 and immediately 
| went house-hunting. Her divorce 

from Marquis de fa Falaise de la 
Courday will come up in six weeks. 

Sonny Dunham, for 12 years with 
Glen Grey and Casa Loma orchestra, 
here at El Patio ballroom Oct. 4, 
followed Pinky Tomlin who just 
closed a season at the Stateline 
Country Club, Lake Tahoe. 

‘Margin for Error,’ by Clare 
Boothe will be the first attraction of 
Reno little theatre, now in its sixth 
year under the directorship of Ed- 
win Semenza, 


Ned Sparks 


| 
|Luoo._ Continued from page 2 


/him anyway, he glowered, because 
he’s turned down so many in the 
past as not suitable. 

| ‘All EF Ask’ 

| ‘All I ask is a producer who will 
| pay my established price, $16,000 a 
| picture for four weeks’ work—and 

















William Seiter back from a Hono- 


i lulu siesta. 


Faith Baldwin expects to spend 


| 
' 


George Cukor to the High Sierras 
to read scripts. 

Igor Stravinsky -guesting 
Louis Lipstone. 

Bill Holman dislocated a shoulder 
in a squash game. 

Murphy McHenry on a 
tour of the midwest. 

Orson Welles battling ffu attack. 


with 


10-day 


| Also Alan Mowbray. 


sup- | 





not try to chisel me down to $14,000 | 
| or $12,000—and then let me work out | 


the dialog as I would say it, not as 


Ernst Lubitsch back to work after 
a siesta at Arrowhead. 

Michael Curtiz pulled a shoulder 
ligament playing polo. 

Alice Faye’s illness delayed final 
scenes of “Tin Pan Alley.’ 

Robert Benchley back from Broad- 
way to resume film work. 

Richard Talmadge joined Harold 
Lloyd’s gag gang at RKO. 

Bob Burke checked out of Metro to 
join the Canadian air force. 

Stanley Nelson holding his own 
after an emergency appendectomy. 

Adele Oswald Rosener filed suit 
for divorce against George M. Ros- 
ener. 

Mrs. Jimmy Durante filed suit for 
separate maintenance, asking $300 a 
week, 

June Duprez and Sabu to Warm 
Springs, Ga., for personal appear- 
ances. ‘ 

Maynard Tow joined the Willa 
Morris agency after checking out of 
Metro. 

Marga Ann Deighton switched 
back to her original family name, 
Marga la Rubia. 

Maureen O’Sullivan back from 
Canada with the script of a book 
about Hollywood. 

Paramount Studio club holds its 
annual autumn blowout at the Bev- 
hills hotel, Nov. 2. 

Horace Heidt became a _ valley 
rancher through the purchase of the 
King Charney acres. 

Greta Granstedt substituted an an- 
nulment suit for her divorce action 
against Max de Vega. 

Lou Brock returned from New 
York with Albert Vila, who makes 


some scriptwriter thinks I would | Hollywood debut at RKO. 


say it.’ 

He’s 
he said, who are not only willing, 
but anxious, for him to write in his 


found numerous producers, 


Tex Ritter out of commission for 
two weeks, result of a wounded knee 
sustained in 2 screen battle. 

Maxie Rosenblooms _ celebrated 
their first wedding anniversary and 


own dialog. ‘Then, however,’ he de- | two birthdays at the same time. 


| clared, ‘after I’ve sweated blood over | 


George Abramson in from New 


| it they demand that it be toned down | York to manage “Thank You, Co- 
‘because they’re afraid it wil] get lumbus’ at Hollywood Playhouse. 


who’s never been in a picture be- 
fore and they’re paying six times as 
much as they are me.’ 

What Sparks terms Hollywood 
practice of ‘burning up’ talent by 
using it in too rhany pictures and 





| the player’s squawks. 


more attention than some female | 


casting it improperly is another of | 


‘That’s why I’ve never accepted | 
a contract from a studio,’ he asserted. | 


| ‘I know that four pictures a year is 

my maximum, to be effective. But 
they get you under contract and 
want to put you in 16. They have 
you playing in four different pie- 
tures at once. Nobody can be funny, 
romantic, or an attraction in any 
other way when you see him that 
often. Look at Guy Kibbee if you 
want an example of a wonderful 
comedian whom they’ve used out. 
Not for me. Why should I burn my- 
self up for those guys.’ 





Ned Sparks Joins Back 
To B’way Movement 


Ned Sparks joined the flock of 
Stage players back from Hollywood 
when he entered the cast of ‘Second 
Helping’ last week, it being his first 
eastern legit appearance in 10 years 
|}Or more. Play is the first among 
those tried out in rural theatres last 
'summer that is due on Broadway. 


Many strawhat plays were supposed 
to merit Broadway presentation, but 
such activity is lagging. 

‘Helping’ was announced to open 
in New York Saturday (12), but 
after a three day date in New Haven, 
first half last week, Walter Bache- 


lor, Monte Proser and Lee Shubert, | 


on the presentation end, decided on 
| Changes. Sparks was engaged to re- 


place Joseph Sweeney and the part | neapolis Symph Oct. 26-27. 


is slated to be built up. 


‘Helping’ | 


| 
i 


N. H. (Jack) Brower moved in as 
executive assistant to James Roose- 
velt, president of Soundies Picture 
Corp. 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 
Bill Doll in on ‘Second Helping’ 
ballyhooing. 
Lincoln has opened its season of 
revivals and foreign fils. 


Belle Baker’s son, Herbert, back 
at his Yale undergrad studies. 
Shubert has abandoned the local 


ATS-Guild subseription idea for this 
season. 

Locals trekking to nearby Bridge- 
port for the burley they don’t serve 
around here. 

Richard Barthelmess popped in for 


a look at his offspring on the Eli 
football squad. 

Con Colleano Tent of Circus Fans 
of America had blowout at Hotel 


Taft, with Dr. Staples, prez, presid- 


ing. 


Walter O'Keefe emceed and James 
Melton and Conrad Thibault warbled 


to 35,000 at Willkie personal ap- 
pearance here, 

Rosita Royce threatened to walk 
out of recent Arena Sunday vaude 
shhow when limited stage space 
cramped style of her dove 


In for preem of ‘Second Helping’ 


were Jessie Royce Landis, who 
played the lead in its strawhat try- 
out at Stamford; Henry Hull, whose 
boy, Shelley, stage manages the 
show; Ned Sparks, who was later 


signed for the comedy lead. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
_ Nick Lucas follows George Givot 
into Curley’s night club. 
Paramount Pep club having fall 
outing at Minnehaha Falls. 
Ballet Russe here with Mine 


Federal court hearing of Minne- 


|relighted in Philadelphia Saturday | sota theatre involuntary bankruptcy 
(12) at the Locust. It may debut in | petition postponed to this week. 


New York next week. 





| 
Hume Crormyn just bought an old 
farm at Redding, Conn, 





Sidney Fleischer, theatrical attor- 
ney, has joined Broadway’s back-to- 
Bought a farm 
'near Brewster, N. Y. 


Carlton Miles, here ahead of ‘To- 
bacco Road, was drama editor of 
the old Journal here for many years. 

Myron Adcock, Warners salesman 


| injured in auto accident, must re- 
| main in hospital at least seven more 
| weeks, 


j 
; 


Leo Sahlkin, from William Mor- 
ris office in Chicago, in for Alvin 
theatre’s vaudeville inaugural this 
week, 
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OBITUARIES 


TOM MIX 


Tom Mix, 69, one of the biggest 
money-makers in the film business 
as a cowboy film actor, died instantly 
in an automobile accident near 
Florence, Ariz., Saturday (12). 

Further details in film section, 





JAMES SPOTTSWOOD 


James Spottswood, 58, veteran le- 
git and film actor and more recently 
active on radio strip serials, died of a 
heart attack Oct. 11 at his home in 


New York. A native of Washington, | 
Spottswood started his career there | 


in 1906 with the old Columbia The- 
atre Stock Company. As a youth he 
studied criminal law to develop his 
poise and the power to hold an au- 
dience’s attention. 


After gaining further experience | 


playing stock in New Orleans, he 
came to New York and joined the 
A. H. Woods organization under 
whose sponsorship he appeared in 
several of the ‘Potash and Perlmut- 
ter’ comedies. 
the road in support of Julian El- 
tinge. Other plays in which he was 
seen were ‘Parlor, Bedroom and 
Bath,’ ‘Getting Gertie’s Garter,’ ‘June 
Moon,’ ‘Excess Baggage’ and as Dr. 
Gibbs in the road company of ‘Our 
Town.’ 

Spottswood appeared in a num- 
ber of pictures including Para- 
mount's ‘Thunderbolt’ in 1929. Sev- 
eral years ago he entered radio 
work. A guest star from time to 
time, he also had roles in the ‘Sec- 
ond Husband,’ weekly dramatic 
show, and ‘Young Widder Brown,’ a 
strip serial. 

A member of The Lambs and The 
Actors’ Fund, Spottswood is sur- 


vived by his widow, Belle, a former | 


actress, and a daughter, Virginia. 
Funeral services were held Monday 
(14) in New York and burial took 
place in the Actors’ Fund plot at 
Kensico Cemetery, N. Y: 





SAM BEHRENDT 


Sam Behrendt, 61, insurance ex- 
ecutive and pioneer in the film in- 


Later, he acted on | 


first engaged in the tailoring busi- 
'ness. In 1912, in partnership with 
Abrams, he opened the Big Nickel 
(later the Strand), the first 100% 
film venture in Maine, and a year 
later promoted a second film theatre 
in Portland, the Empire. From then 
on until the middle of the 1920s he 
added a number of houses to the 
chain, going far afield as Providence, 
R. I., and Springfield, Mass. 

In 1938 he severed operating con- 
nections with his first and last inter- 
ests, the Strand and Empire theatres 
|in Portland, but retained the owner- 
ship of both along with other realty. 

Widow and daughter survive. 








TIM KEELER 


Tim Keeler, 74, former field man 
with the Western Vaudeville book- 
'ing office in Chicago, died in Chi- 
cago of bronchial pneumonia on 
| Oct. 9. 

As field man for Western Vaude- 
ville during the early years of the 
' century, Keeler made the rounds of 
the midwest to signature theatres 
and fair dates for the booking of- 
| fice. He was the first American to 
go to the Orient to bring over Japa- 
nese and Chinese acts for vaude and 
circus routes. 

He remained with Western Vaude- 
ville and later with the United 
Booking Office until the offices were 
taken over by RKO, at which time 
he retired. 

Widow survives. 
cago. 





Burial in Chi- 





JOHN S. (JACK) TERRY 
John S. (Jack) Terry, 76, of Terry 
and Lambert, a noted comedy act 
of some 30 years ago, died Oct. 9 in 
Belmont Hill, Mass. Death was at- 
tributed to a complication of dis- 
eases. 





|Music Corp. He was a member of 
ASCAP. 





EDWARD C. JORDAN 


Edward C. Jordan, 65, burlesque 
producer and onetime vaudevillian, 
died in Ridgefield Park, N. J., Mon- 
day (14) of a heart attack. 

As a boy Jordan ran away from 
his Mobile, Ala., home and became 
a tight-rope walker’s assistant in a 
troupe traveling through Texas. He 
later was a comedian in stock and 
| appeared in numerous vaude sketches 
|at Tony Pastor’s, New York, several 
| of the skits being written by him in 
collaboration with George M, Cohan. 








DR. WILBUR J. SOUTHEY 


Dr. Wilbur J. Southey, 60, for 29 
years consulting veterinarian for the 
| Ringling circus, died Oct. 13 in 
| Bridgeport, Conn., after a brief ill- 
ness. 

Though he had treated scores of 
tigers, elephants, lions and other 
jungle beasts in his career, he was 
injured only once, when gored by a 
gnu. ° 

Widow and brother survive. 





EDWIN P. NORWOOD 


Edwin P. Norwood, 59, former 
oress agent for the Ringling circus 
and one time special rep for Maude 
Adams, died suddenly Sunday night 
(13) at his home in Old Lyme, Conn. 


Old Lyme Art Assn. 

Norwood had been a newspaper- 
man before turning to press agent- 
ing. 





BERTON CHURCHILL 


Berton Churchill, 64, legit and 
screen actor, died Oct. 10 at the 
Medical Arts hospital, N. Y., of 
uremic poisoning. He had come 


(Continued on page 63) 





MARRIAGES 


Gitta Alpar to Niels Wessal Bagge, 





| With his wife, Mabel, Terry toured | 
ithe leading vaude circuits of the | 
| U.S. and had appeared in England | 
and Europe. They specialized in | 
comic dialog and characterizations. | 
Later a legit actor, deceased made | 

| his last appearance in ‘What Every | 
| Woman Knows’ in 1926. Burial was | 


in Las Vegas, Nev., Oct. 8. Bride is 
stage and screen actress; he’s an 
opera singer. 

Ethel Gionnetti, Ken Craig, in San 
Francisco. He’s chief announcer at 
KSFO, Frisco. 

Frances Martin to Pierre Paulin, 
in Detroit, Oct. 6. He’s announcer 


dustry, died Oct. 9 at his home in| in Boston, Oct. 11, under the aus- | at KDKA, Pittsburgh. . 
Beverly Hills after a year’s illness. | pices of the Actors’ Fund. He leaves | . Martha Evans to Charles Nelson, 


He had undergone an operation in 
San Francisco two months ago and 
Was removed to his home last week 
when paralysis set in. 

Although insurance was his chief 
business, Behrendt was an early en- 
try in the motion picture field when 
producers were striving to gain a 
foothold in Hollywocd. He not only 
write insurance for them but nego- 
tiated bank loans and otherwise 
helped them on their way. 


a son. 





CHARLES E. MITCHELL 
Charles E. Mitchell, 76, retired 
| musical comedy actor, died Oct. 13 
}at the home of his daughter, Mrs. 
| Edward B. Rogers, in Long Branch, 
|N. J. 
Born in New York, Mitchell made 
|his debut with Montgomery and 
Stone in ‘The Old Town’. The son of 


|Erie, Pa., Sept. 1. 


in San Antonio, Oct. 6. He is an- 
nouncer at KMAC, San Antonio. 

Peg Roberts to Ray Stewart, in 
He’s commercial 
representative of WPIC, Sharon, Pa. 

Margaret James to Dr. J. McCam- 
ant, in Sharon, Pa., Sept. 28. Bride 
is director of women’s programs at 
WPIC, Sharon, 

Helen Cadena to Perfecto Barbosa, 
in San Antonio, Oct. 6. He is Span- 
ish newscaster for KONO and 


Sam | Charles and Sophia Mitchell, both of | KyAac San Antonio. 
Goldwyn, Louis B. Mayer and other | whom also appeared .on the stage, he | 


: : : 2 Eddya Duvall to A. W. Crapsey, in | 
chiefs of the picture industry were| had roles in many musicals, the last} Denver, Oct. 12. 


He is commercial 


aided by Behrendt in the old days|of which was a part in ‘Hit the | anager of KOA, Denver. 


and maintained their associations| Deck,’ produced in 1927 at the Be- | 


with him until the time of his death. 
He was a stockholder in Principal 
Pictures and in several of Sol Les- 
ser’s screen ventures, dating back to 
the West Coast Theatre days. In 


addition, he was interested in Jackie | 


Coogan Productions. 
Surviving are his widow and a son. 





JAMES BRADBURY 


James Bradbury, veteran 


legit | 
thesp, died Saturday (12) in Clifton, 


| lasco, N. Y. 
| Besides Mrs. Rogers, he leaves his 
widow, Anna, a former actress; two 


| sons, a brother, and two sisters. 





WALTER LINDSEY 
Walter Lindsey, 66, theatrical 
manager and advance man, died of 
a kidney ailment Oct. 14 at the 
Queens General Hospital, Jamaica, 








& 2 
| Born in Birmingham, Ala., Lindsey 
| was long active as an advance man 


Staten Island, the day of his 83d and once managed the Lyric the- 


birthday. 


A graduate of Tufts Col-| atre, N. Y. Funeral services will be 


lege, Bradbury, following his first| held today (Wed.) at the Walter B. 


stage appearance in Sims’ and Pet-| Cooke Funeral Home, 117 W. 


72nd 


tit’s ‘The Romany Rye,’ played with) St., N. Y., under auspices of the 
Edwin Booth, Dion Boucicault, Nel-| Actors’ Fund. 


lie McHenry and other notables. 


He was a member of the original 


A member of the Friars Club, he 
is survived by his widow. 





cast of George M. Cohan’s ‘Fifty | 
Miles from Boston,’ also acting with | OLIVE YOUNG 
Anna Held at about this time. He | Olive Young, ST, American-born 


later was in the original 


theatre, New York. 


Other Broadway plays in which he 
appeared are ‘A Night at the Circus, 
with Miss McHenry: ‘Along Came, the Hi-Hat Club, a Bayonne nitery, | 
‘The | when she was stricken with internal 


Ruth,” ‘Oh Boy,’ ‘Shavings,’ 


cast of | Chinese actress and former film star 
*Ready Money’ at the Maxine Elliott 


in China, died Oct. 4 in Bayonne, 
|N. J., after a five-day illness. 

Born in St. Joseph, Mo., Miss 
Young was appearing as a singer at 


Whole Town's Talking’ and ‘Lady, Be | hemorrhages. 


Good,’ 
Adele Astaire. 


the latter with Fred and 


She is survived by her husband, 
| Dr. Alfred Lum, a Honolulu dentist, 


For many years he had been a_ who cabled directions for the body 
fuest at the Percy Williams Home, | to be cremated and the ashes sent to 
East Islip, L. I. Widow and a daugh-/ him. 


ter by his first wife survive. 


York. 





ABRAHAM GOODSIDE 


Ser- 
vices at noon today (Wednesday) at) 
the Walter B. Cooke Chapel, New! 





JACK EGAN 


Jack Egan (John. C. Egan), song- 
writer, died Sept. 28 in his sleep at 
his home in New York, at the age of 
48. Egan was the author of about 40 


Abraham Goodside, 60, the last sur- | songs, the biggest hit being ‘Be Still 


viving member of a pioneer Maine'My Heart’ 


in collaboration with 


film exhib triumvirate, the other/Allan Flynn. He also wrote ‘That's 
members being Hiram Abrams and the Kind of a Baby for Me,’ sung by 
William H. Reeves, died Saturday | Eddie Cantor in his first ‘Ziegfeld 
night (12) at hisshome in Portland, | Follies.’ 


Me., Abrams was his brother-in-law. 


Egan served in the ambulance 


A native of Minsk, Russia, Good-/corps in the World War, and for a 
side went to Portland as a youth and/number of years was at Broadway 


Sally Karagozian to Charles Burke, 
Oct. 2, in Rockville, Md. He is on 
the staff of Fortune Gallo. 
|non-pro, but was formerly 
same office. 

Lucille Fairbanks, film actress, to 
Owen Crump, scenarist, Oct. 13, in 


in the 


| Douglas Fairbanks. 
Florence Steinberg to Ralph I. 





|is in the RKO h, o. publicity de- 
| partment. * 
| Janet Marshall to Philip Edward 


| Stevenson, in Boston, Oct. 15, Bride | 


|is playwright; he’s press agent for 
Oscar Serlin. 





BIRTHS 


Hollywood, Oct. 7. Father is 
ducer of musical shorts at Universal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Berine Lay, Jr., 
daughter, in Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Father is screen writer. 





| Mr. and Mrs. John H. Auer, son, | 


lin Hollywood, Oct. 9. Father 


producer-director at Republic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph L. Man- 
kiewicz, son, in Hollywood, Oct 9. 
Father is a Metro producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Ward Dudley, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
Father’s a screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Nesbitt, son, in 
Hollywood, Oct. 9. Father is shorts 
producer at Metro. r 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Schlaifer, 
daughter, in San Francisco, Oct. 8. 
Father is manager of United Artists 

theatre. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Koppin, son, 
| Sept. 30, in Detroit. Father is man- 
| ager of the Uptown theatre, Detroit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Sandelman, 
daughter, in Detroit, Oct. 3. Father 
is state sales for Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Clapp, son, 
Oct. 14, in New Rochelle, N. Y. 
Father is with Mutual network in 
New York. 


is a 








Of late he had been director of the | 


She is a} 


| Montecito, Cal. Bride is niece of late | 


Zacham, in New York, Oct. 9. Bride | 


Mr. and Mrs. Will Cowan, son, in | 
pro- | 


cree 


Football 


By Dick Fishell 


(WHN, N. Y., Sports Commentator) 





Manhattan—Detroit 
The Manhattan Jaspers are ag- 
gressive but don’t have the man- 
power or the size of Gus Dorais’ De- 
troiters. Detroit should mow ‘em 
down. 
Temple—Michigan State 
The Temple aerial game is above 
average but State is sound on the 
ground and in the air and should 
topple the Owls. 
Alabama—Tennessee 
"Bama is untested as yet while the 
Tennessee Volunteers rate top rank- 
ing in the south. Bobby Foxx leads 
the way as Tennessee conquers, 
Baylor—Villanova 
Villanova Wildcats are strong in 
the air but this game is played in 
the southwest and the Baylor Bears 
are too tough at home to be beaten. 
California—UCLA 
This is a disastrous year for Cali- 
fornia while UCLA is potentially 
strong. Jack Robinson should pace 
the attack as the Uclans win. 
Colgate—Duke 
The Colgate Raiders are better 
than they’ve shown themselves to be 
but their double wing back is passe 
and Duke will overpower them. 


remain one of the top teams in the 
land. Using its second and third 
stringers, Notre Dame marches on. 
Ohio State—Minnesota 
There's dissension in the Buckeye 
ranks and Francis Schmidt is not 
getting the most out of his material. 
The Gophers should knock O. §, out 
of the conference running. 
Penn.—Princeton 
Princeton has only Dave Allerdice 
while Penn has its best squad in his. 
tory. The Red and Blue to romp all 
over the Tigers. 
Pittsburgh—Fordham 
A versatile Fordham Ram goes 
into the lair of the Panthers to con- 
tinue its winning ways. 
USC—Oregon 
Oregon doesn’t have it while USC 
is improving week to week. The 
Trojans, going away, 
SMU—Auburn 
Auburn is vulnerable to a passing 
game while SMU is particularly tal- 
ented in that department. The lat- 
ter will take to the air to win, 
Texas A & M—TCU 
The Texas Christian bubble was 
burst by North Carolina, The Ag- 
gies have had but one real test and 























Columbia—Georgia came through that unscathed. Based 
Georgia’s Bulldogs head north; on paper alone Texas A & M should 
with the finest soph talent they've! come home in front. 
Probable Football Wi 
(And Proper Odds) 

GAME WINNER ODDS 
Manhattan-Detroit .........cceee08- 0 eee ee 3-1 
Temple-Michigan State ........... Michigan State ............. 3-1 
Alabama-Tennessee ...........006: SE Pere re ee 12-5 
Baylor-Villanova ...........cccecee a at ce uaa te'y aad os 0:88 5-7 
oe So ey et ere r ee 8-5 
rr DP ccs hbsasbees sebeneanarne 3-1 
Columbia-Georgia ............00e: CE <Uabhe . Wau ie eee esos . 5-7 
Cornell-Syracuse ..........cccccecs ES aa wales dees ke dcr s 4-1 
EI ices it's sta nnee see en EE ae bauk Reales hac baanes 8-5 
SP errr rere rr rrr Ty I chile aia ha @R es wa 6 eke OK 7-5 
Pee re 3-1 
Michigan-Illinois ...............06. TS rr rere 4-1 
Mississippi-Duquesne .,..........+ ee iecavghse hese eke 12-5 
Bee Be SRE CNGES onc icccecscas et Me delccaedeevan cds coke 1-3 
Notre Dame-Carnegie Tech ....... eee ee ee 4-1 
Ohio State-Minnesota ............. BR ia PE ora'd6n ROCESS oC Even 
MUI go b.0c ck cates ceeease ES wate l ig seeks bate Oe a ced 3-1 

* Pittsburgh-Fordham ............... ENE Pee ee 9-5 
se cae Fic Veh ewer ciadloe ET Staab alieend ss oweae eves 3-1 
RN ood os e.k.0's 4 6.0 Fa eked PRA errr rer. eee 9-5 
NE PANES oc kicccecccecces a 3-1 

Co. Err ere Ea eer ar - 5-8 
Washington-Oregon State ......... MS icra val ga Grae ooh eis els waa eal 1-5 
Washington St.-Stanford .......... SR reer ee 7-5 
Wisconsin-Northwestern ...........Northwestern ............... 3-1 
WOIOCMONOMNOMEN onc csceccccisececca SE are ee eee are Even 
Re eS ey CEUs BOOM 600 sb ilawsceawtsves 9-5 
| pT eee MO dec ctekpeenwmierawkeles 2-1 
Box Score to Date 
Right, 41; wrong, 15; ties, 4; pct., .732 
| (Ties not counted) 
| 


ever assembled. Columbia, not out- 
weighed, is a potent offensive ma- 
chine and may surprise Lou Lit- 
tle by shading the southerners. 


Cornell—Syracuse 
Syracuse powerhoused NYU but) 
it’s in a different league this week. 
|The Cornell juggernaut continues to 
roli. 
Harvard—Army 
Harvard showed some _ strength 
against powerful Michigan and based 
on that performance is the favorite. 


| 
Indiana—lIowa | 
The Hoosiers are over-rated while | 
Iowa’s Hawkeyes haven’t been given | 
all the credit due them. Iowa moves 
on with a decisive victory. 
Kansas—Nebraska 
Nebraska is a big machine and 
| has yet to reach the zenith of its 
potentialities. Kansas will be a 
stepping stone. 
Michigan—Illinois 
Illinois is no pushover, but Tommy 
Harmon, the one-man riot, will again 
mean the difference between victory 
and defeat for Michigan. 
Mississippi—Dusquene 
The Dukes don’t seem to have the 
winning combination of last year. 
Ole Miss has one of its finest aggre- 
gations, and playing in its own back- 
| yard, should grab the long end. 
NYU—Holy Cross 
The Crusaders are 3—1 favorites, 
but that is based on the Violet’s poor 
showing to date. A Mal Stevens 
team is never that bad, and we're 
selecting it to bounce back for a sur- 
prise win. 
Notre Dame—Carnegie Tech 

















Tech is feeble while the Irish stili 





Tulane—Rice 

Pre-season dope over-rated Tulane. 
Latter hasn’t a passer while Rice has 
discovered an offense and will put 
it to good advantage in upsetting 
Tulane. 

Wash.—Oregon State 

The Pacific Coast title may ride 
with this one. A Washington vic- 
tory seen. 

Wash. State—Stanford 

State may cause trouble but Stan- 
ford’s new attack should be effective 
enough to get a close decision. 

Wisconsin—Northwestern 

Northwestern, sparked by many 
great balltoters, will outscore Wis- 
consin in a high-scoring fracas. 

Yale—Dartmouth 

Dartmouth’s only mediocre, but 

Yale up to now must be rated as 


poor. Two of the Eli’s best backs 
did not face Pennsylvania, but 
they’re ready for the Indians. Yale 


to get its first victory of the year. 
Ga. Tech—Vanderbilt 
Tech showed considerable power 
in losing to Notre Dame last week, 
and so should step out on this one. 
Arkansas—Texas 


Texas is moving too fast for the 
Arkies. 





Sammy Watkins, now at Biltmore, 
Dayton, O., returns to Hotel Hol- 
lenden’s Vogue Room, Cleveland, 
Oct. 28, when Baron Elliot’s crew 
leaves for Bill Green's Club in Pitts- 
burg. Latter booked there for four 
weeks, going into Trianon Ballroom, 
Chicago, around Dec. 1. 
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Miss Lenihan On ‘Reds’ 


Continued 





meeting of Equity is reported. It is 
stated “...a resolution against Com- 


munists and the declaration that no} 


Red, Nazi or Fascist shall hold office 
or be employed by Equity, was car- 
ried by a large majority. That in- 
cludes any person who sympathizes 
with persons advocating totalitarian 
principles. The meeting again asked 
that the charge of Representative 
William P. Lambertson be investi- 
gated by the Dies Committee. That 
was in the form of an amendment to 
the original resolution. of 

The original resolution, as pre- 
sented by the Council to the meeting 


for its approval recorded Equity as_ 


being opposed to Communism, again 
asked Mr. Dies to investigate, and 
gave the Executive Secretary a vote 
of confidence. At the meeting, an 
amendment was proposed and car- 
ried, barring any member of, or sym- 


pathizer with, the Communist Party, | 


Nazi Bund or Fascist Party from em- 
ployment or office in Equity. This 
is a very different thing from a sym- 


pathizer with a person who advo- | 


cates totalitarian principles. I my- 
self feel very sorry for some of the 
people who advocate totalitarian 
principles, though I hate the totali- 
tarian parties. 

Further on, it is stated...‘Lam- 
bertson proposed to bombard the 
membership with literature support- 
ing his charges.’ To any one follow- 
ing the articles in Variery on this 
question since last July, and Repre- 
sentative Lambertson’s remarks in 
the Record, it is very clear that he 
proposed mailing his remarks in the 
Record to the membership as a solu- 
tion to the problem of informing the 
membership. Equity had voted to 
publish the matter in the Equity 
magazine. Then the question of libel 
suits came up and the Council felt 
it could not risk that possibility. 
Lambertson then sugested Equity 


having the Congressional Record re- | 


printed at cost. That suggestion was 
ignored and he then requested the 
mailing list, ‘so that I might take the 
responsibility of informing them on 
this question.’ Is that bombarding 
them with literature, or is it the 
democratic right of the members of 
Equity to know exactly what these 
charges are and what evidence sup- 
ports them? 
Quotes 

The same article quotes Lambert- 
son as saying: ‘Hewitt denies any 
essociation with the Theatre Arts 
Committee (which he declares is 
tied up with Communism and which 
was originally the Theatre Alliance, 
radical group which was within 
WPA's Federal Theatre Project).’ 
Nowhere in Mr. Lambertson’s re- 
marks can I find any mention of a 
‘Theatre Alliance. Mr. Lambertson 
says that the Theatre Arts Com- 
mittee is the successor for profes- 
sional theatre people to the New 
Theatre League, originally the League 
of Workers Theatres, section of the 
International Union of the Revolu- 
tionary Theatre, headquarters Mos- 
cow, and he gives a great quantity of 
evidence to support this statement. 
Whether or not the evidence offered 
on this and other charges is conclu- 
Sive is, of course, a matter of indi- 
vidual opinion; but no one can truth- 
fully say, as VARIETY 
several times, that not one bit of 


evidence has been offered. Certainly | 


the Congressional Record must be 
available to Variety to check such a 
statement. > 

Another statement printed by 
VARIETY several times (included also 
in an account of the nomination of 
Tallulah Bankhead last May) is to 
the effect that the ‘Rightists’ in 
Equity were motivated by anti-semi- 
tism. This is wholly and completely 
untrue and a very simple matter to 
check. The ‘Rightists’ in Equity have 


has quoted | 








from page 3 


secuted,’ Mr. Lambertson made 
, charges in the Congressional Record. 
There has been a fight in Equity to 


these charges. No other effort has 
been made in any way to take any 
other action in regard to them, ex- 
cept to ask the Dies Committee to 
investigate. How may this possibly 
be termed ‘persecution’? 

Altho your article of Sept. 18, from 
Washington, spoke of evidence and 
disclosures which would be released 
by Congressman Lambertson in the 
| near future, not one word of Lam- 
bertson’s statements of Sept. 24 in 
the Congresional Record has been 
mentioned in Variety, except in re- 
gard to his apology to Hewitt, and 
the denials of some ‘of those in- 
volved. More than half of the Con- 
gressman’s insertion in the Record 


allow the membership knowledge of 


of Sept. 24 was a summary of the 
evidence he offered to support his 
charges. Some of this evidence was 
startling and most of it was ‘news’ to 
us in the theatre. It would seem 
that a fair and ful] reporting on the 
question would give some indication 
of this part of Lambertson’s remarks. 

I cannot believe that you have 
been aware of the inaccurate and 
biased reporting in Variery on this 


to it at such length. The question 
of possible Communist penetration 
in the theatre unions is of vital im- 
portance to the profession. It has 
already affected the Federal Theatre, 
it may possibly influence the matter 
of entertainment units in the Train- 
ing Camps. It has a tremendous 
effect on the important factor of 
public good will toward our unions. 
It requires the fullest and clearest 
reporting by Variety, in order to ob- 
tain truthful and fair final judgment 
by the members of the profession 
and the public. 
Winifred Lenihan, 




















day noon and hardly a ripple stirred 
the airport. Chaplin, unlike most 
others of the Hollywood stars, not 
only can succeed in escaping atten- 
| tion because he has changed while 


‘his screen guise remains the same 
| down through the years; but he also 
does escape it, because he doesn’t 


| court it. 


| Slimmed down since he was last 
'seen in the east, Oakie mugged for 
‘the cameras and gagged with the 
press corps as he arrived on the 
'sTWAtoliner. He waltzed a few 
_steps with a TWA hostess, called a 
‘dignified autograph houndess ‘darl- 
ing’ and frightened her by pretend- 
_ing he was going to plant a kiss on 
her lips. He gave his ‘Napoloni’ 
| salute to about 500 people on the 
| Observation Deck who cheered, ap- 
|plauded and laughed—all but one 
boy. The boy looked as if his fam- 
ily was straight from fascisti stock 
and he thumbed his nose at Oakie. 
|The comic caught the gesture, 
|'mimicked it right back with the 
added feature of winding his right 
hand, crank-wise, beside his face, 
and shouted: ‘Hya, Movietone News.’ 
| Oakie imported a few of the film 
colony’s freshest yarns and loosed 
| them on the reporters and photogra- 
|phers covering. When a few boos 
and catcalls greeted his Napaloni 
| salute, Oakie cracked: ‘Hope there'll 
|be no gunplay. Any G-men around?’ 
| Nothing in any script would ever 
| have worked out as that crack did. 
|Ten seconds later and 50 feet away, 
J. Edgar Hoover walked by to his 
| plane for Washington. 
Cewboy 

Still wearing the 10-gallon top- 
piece given him by Amon Carter at 
|the Texas opening of ‘The West- 
erner,’ Walter Brennan ended a 
fortnight in New York by lifting on a 

Jnited Mainliner last Thursday (10) 
Cleveland-bound. He talked genially 
with a group of acquaintances at the 
ticket counter and confessed that his 
lifelong ambition was to be a cow- 
| boy, then when ‘The Westerner’ 
came along, he was cast as the 
crooked judge! 

Brennan’s next release will be 
‘Meet John Doe,” another film with 
Gary Cooper. Directed by Frank 
| Capra, the story is ‘very timely’ and 


Brennan said. 

Friday (11) saw the arrival on 
American's Flagship, of Dick Powell, 
Dorothy Lamour and Meredith Will- 


son. The same night, Rudy Vallee 
took the straight-line’ stratoline 
reute to the Coast. Bill Stern 


stratted out to Chicago the night be- 
fore for his football broadcast Satur- 


supported and endorsed several Jews | 


for the Council. Of the nine people 
accused by Lambertson, only three 
are Jews. The most shameful part 
of the constant repetition of this 
charge is the help it gives to the 
stupid and vicious Fascist accusation 
that all Jews are responsible for and 
a part of Communism. That certain 
Communist sympathizers try to ob- 
Scure the issue and protect them- 
selves behind such an accusation, is 
a horrible and shameful disservice 
to their race, and a blow against 
American tolerance and freedom. 
Alan Hewitt 

In the Oct. 9 article it is stated 
that Alan Hewitt was ‘partially 
cleared by Dies.’ Mr. Dies has made 
no investigation of any Equity mem- 
bers charged by Lambertson. 

Again, this article states—‘Indi- 
cated that those named by the Kan- 


day, and Irene Rich joined the| 
Stratoliner Club Wednesday (9) 
night. 

Overseas 
Pan-American’s Clipper traffic, 


| which has been unusually lacking in 
showbiz folk of late, took an upward 
spurt last week. Fred Lange, Euro- 
pean representative for Paramount 
Pictures, went out Thursday (10) on 


, what may be salvaged of the physi- 
| cal properties of Par’s offices, as well 
|as of the Spanish film market. He 
‘said he thought there was a chance 
lof building up the market in the 


| Balkans too, but that statement took 


|a kicking around with Nazi (‘pro- 
|tective’) invasion of Rumania the 
| next day. 
| Clipper, intent on retrieving from 
| memory a couple of novels. 

| the manuscripts for them when he 


| was evacuated from France where 


‘he had lived for 13 years. ~He went | 
sas legislator are actually being per- | to Nelson Doubleday’s Long island | Baron Elliett Ore 


Chaplin At Airport 


Continued from page 2 





, home. Said he might lecture 
someone asked him. 


Tenor 


Also in by Clipper came Jussi 
Bjorling, Norwegian tenor of the 
Met, accompanied, as it happened, 
by his accompanist, Harry Edbert, 
who is also secretary to the tenor. 

The pair may have set a record for 
air mileage. They were in Sweden 
seven days before reaching New 
York. They flew from Gothenburg 
to Berlin and stayed there three 
days, then flew to Madrid, then 
Lisbon, then New York, and were 
to rest. a few days here before 
hopping a plane to San Francisco 
for a ‘La Boheme’ date this Friday 
(18). After concerting, Bjorling is 
to open with the Met in December. 

Bjorling was the first passenger in 
weeks who had been in Berlin, and 
reporters prodded him with ques- 
tions. After saying he’d had plenty 
of coffee there, and enough other 
foods, he said he saw no air raid 
damage in the city. A heavy sleeper, 


if 





has been kept a secret by his studio, | 


Capt. Charles Lorber’s Dixie Clip- | 
per, heading for Barcelona to see | 


W. Somerset Maugham arrived by | 


He lost | 


he stayed in his hotel and ignored 
raid warnings to go to bomb shelters, 
he said. 

‘Please, can’t you ask me some- 
thing about singing?’, he asked; as 
the barrage of war questions levelled 
him. 

Band 

Benny Goodman is building him- 
self a band that promises to rival 
his old gang. Arriving on the 
sTWAtoliner last midweek to talk 
to him were Ben Pollack’s Bobby 
Clark, trumpet, and Harry Yager, 
drums. They flew in from Chicago 
to talk over a deal. 





Bills Next Week 
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Ruth Raye 
Cheney & Harley | 
Paul Burton Ore 
Carlos Vesta 


Duke Dewey 
Billingtons 

| June Carmen 

| George Presnell 





| Huck’s Redford Inn | Al Alexander Ore 

| Mac McGraw Ore Verne's 
Club Royale | Charlie Page 

| Dean Murphy | Cole & Corte 


Joe Madden 

| Geo Lovett Co 

Aon Starr 

Fay Thomas 

Harry 
Whittier Hotel 

(Gold Cup Koom) 


Londonaires 


Wonder Bar 


Theodore & Denisha 
| Blake & Lambert 

| Joyce Reimer | 
| Royalettes 2 
| J Burkharth Ore Collet Ore 
| 

| Statler Hotel | 
Carmen Castillo 1 

Lina Romay i 

| Miguelito Valdes 

| Raul & Eva Reyes | 

| 





Adel Mara Pedro Deleon (4) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 6 Laplaya Dancers 
‘ “ | Carmen Regal 
San Diego | Betty Young 
Ted Meza ' Paddy La Bato 
| CLEVELAND 
| Alpine Village , Singing Marines 
| Blanche Bradley 
Tleen Morrow - nie 
14 Merrivals Pierce & Roland 
Curtis Marionette Tenner & Swift 
1 Bob Copl Hotel Statler 
| Utto Thurn Ore Tose Morand Orc 
College Inn pasa pt engod 
« aiina ,Oo1i0on 
Hy Baron Orc 
Eddie, Sid & Vs Jack & Eddie's 
Freddie's Cafe Rubertine, Roberts 
Art Lackey Orc Babe Sherman 
Valentine Vox Arlene Rice Ore 
uth Dennin 
nell Me ray La Conga Club 
Eddie Barnes Ramon Arias Ore 


Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Orc | 
Lee Bartell 
Four Bobbettes 
Bill Lockman | 
| Hotel Allerton 


Lindsay's Bar 
Roy HRaysor 
Judy Preston 
Pearl DeLucca 


Mound’s Club 


Grant Wilson | Sid Prussin Ore 
Marilyn Maynard Pegev Fears 

° ; 3 Sammy Walsh 

} Hotel Carter | 

Versatilians j Ohio Villa 
Bob Opitz Benny Fields 


Barrett 
Jay, Lou Seiler 
Alice Purneil Line 
M'rice Spitalny Ore 
Thirty-Seven Club 
Mary Stanwyck 
Frances Paul 

Pat Dennis 
Parisian Divorcees 


Castle & 


Hotel Cleveland j 
| Paul Pendarvis Or« 
Hotel Sterling 


Marty Lake Orc 
| Marion Bowen 

| Art Cutlip 

Hotel Hollenden 


matter and therefore I have gone in- 


Gene Autry Tops N.Y. Garden’s 15th 
Annual Redeo, And Prattfalls at Preem 





By JACK PULASKI 
The 15th annual rodeo, billed as 
|the ‘world’s championship,’ opened 
| very well at Madison Square Garden 
\last Wednesday (9) and will continue 
‘until Oct. 27, it being the longest and 
,most populous of the cowhand meets. 
First night attendance looked stronger 
than ever before and the advance 





ably better than last year. 

There are 202 contestants listed 
and all are supposed to participate, 
though it is known that some were 
dropped from the competitions dur- 
ing the first few days. Number of 
riders and ropers is bigger this time 
because the Chicago meet was 
dropped. It has always been some- 


thing of a mystery how most of the 
hands are able to get by, for the real 
money getters are not numerous. 
Understood that around 30 earn the 
bulk of the prize money, that same 
contingent copping elsewhere in the 
country. 

Insiders say the top hands pick up 
$8,000 and upward annually in 
prizes, the biggest prize not exceed- 


a contingent who manage to earn 
$5,000 to $7,500. As for the others 
they get along by borrowing from 
those who are in the chips. ‘Stage’ 
entrance to the Garden looks some- 
thing like those on Broadway, with 
plenty of lasses visiting from the 
nearby sticks hanging around to 
lamp or meet the western parties. 
Some of the latter are from eastern 
dude ranches, however, one being 
located in Florida. 

Feature of this year’s show is the 
first pro appearance of Hollywood’s 
Gene Autry in New York. He has 
been making personals on the kero- 
sene circuit, but didn’t say it quite 


via the microphone, the cow opera 
star says that perhaps not many 
present see his pictures, for they are 
popular in towns that ‘even Mrs. 
Roosevelt hasn’t visited,’ that getting 
a laugh. 





Autry’s Prattfall 


There seems to be some difference 
of opinion about Autry’s ‘know’ 
about horses, but he is a graceful 
rider and has two class nags in 
Champion and Champion 
working with both. He had a bad 


a spur catching in the reins and re- 
sulting in a prattfall, soiling his nice 
cream buckskin pants. Cost of bring- 
ing Champion east by plane was re- 
putedly $3,408. 

But the western star was more 
effective warbling, with a cowhand 
musical quartet accompanying. He 
gives out with three ditties, first be- 
ing ‘Back in the Saddle Again,’ fol- 
lowed by ‘Tumbling Tumbleweeds.’ 
Topper of course is ‘South of the 
Border,’ a song which he brought 
back from abroad and which fur- 
nished the title for one of his pic- 
| tures, 
| Autry’s song interlude is his sec- 





ond appearance and it is spotted 
{amid a number billed as ‘Home On 


|the Range,’ in which half a dozen | 
Their con- | 


|ranch girls participate. 
| tribution is the mildest of the show. 
| They demonstrate how cattle is cut 
from the herd for branding or mar- 
keting purposes. A bunch of long- 


| horns, which are not bred any more, 

| is used, being referred to as ‘the 
vanishing herd.” Such animals are 
lumbering cows, quite a different 
breed from the Brahmas used for 

| steer riding and bulldogging. 

Grand Entry Spectacular 

Entry of cowboys and cowgirls at 

the opening is the show's best sight, 
evolutions of the riders wooing 
plaudits. In the van are Florence 

| Valiquette, said to be the champ | 


|drum majorette, and Ted Erickson, 
| working as a team and solo. 
|of their routine is acrobatic and 
most of it is very good. 

Riding competitions are exciting as 
usual, the real draw of the rodeo. 
All contestants stayed aboard the 
broncs in bareback event, but 
there were spills in the saddle buck- 
jing contest. The broncs have 
familiar names, but among the new 
;ones is a poney called Joe Louis. 

| Hell's Angels is rated the toughest. 
| Anyhow, its rider was given the 
| pitch pronto. 

Girl brone riders must stay in the 
saddle for nine seconds, the men be- 
ing required to stick for 10. Steer 
wrestling or bulldogging seems to be 


eaak 


sale was claimed to be consider- | 


ing $15,000. Claimed there is quite | 


that way. In addressing the audiegcee | 


Junior, | 


break in alighting on opening night, | 


Part | 


!a distinct second to the calf roping 
‘event this season. Some of the 
calves are so tough that it is partly 
a matter of luck as to which hand 
does the *job quickest. Comedy 
events, such as wild cow milking, has 
become rather’ exciting. Clowns 
Jimmie Nesbitt and Jasbo Fulkerson, 
with their mules and toreador stuff 
during the exciting steer riding 
event, are again present. Mounted 
basketball game is also a fixture. 
| Showing, too, are the kid riders and 
/ropers, Donald and Gene McLaugh- 
lin, former standing out. 

| Frank Moore, who has been han- 
‘dling the Garden’s rodeo shows for 
| years, is again the operating head, 
| with Everett Colburn the managing 
| director, 





| Sports ‘Charity’ 
Continued from page 1 


large way. He leased the Municipal 
Auditorium, getting a reduced fee for 
_two performances because of the war 
| fund angle; he hired some local press 
|agents; then he paid a visit to Art 
Cohn, vitriolic sports editor of the 
Oakland Tribune and the battle was 
/on in earnest. 


Before Sommers was through, he 
|had a lusty word battle with Cohn 
| and been denied all representation in 
|Cohn’s column; he had been repudi- 
ated by the British Consul; he had 
}had his Auditorium lease cancelled; 
| he was being threatened with prose- 
cution by the Relief Fund; investi- 
gated by the state and federal attor- 


/neys’ offices and the FBI. 


| It seems there is a Federal law re- 
| quiring a license for all who would 
| hold benefits for nations at war; 
_ there is a regulation that 70% of the 
| gross must go to the beneficiary after 
the license is secured; and there are 
various other rules to be followed. 


Sommers brushed aside the admis- 
sion that he came from Germany 12 
years ago and has no citizen papers— 
the British consulate turned up that 
bit of information—and asserted that 
he was merely a press agent for 
| Flynn aiming to get a little publicity 
|for his principal, and not concerned 
| whether he turned over the profits, 
after taking out expense fees, to the 
| British War Relief, the American 
Red Cross, or any other established 
charity. 

To which the British War Relief 
Fund replied that it wanted no part 
| Of the affair and would even decline 
an unattached donation from Som- 
mers. The last public statement 
from Sommers was that he would 
hold the event regardless and that it 
| would be the first of a series to be 
offered in various cities. It seems 
,extremely dubious that Oakland will 
be the springboard, unless Sommers 
has a tent handy, 

















OBITUARIES 
i_._™ Continued from page oe 


from the Coast to play in ‘George 
Washington Slept Here’ (Lyceum). 
Details in legit section. 
WALTER ALLEN 
Walter Allen, 65, manager of the 
Arcade theatre, Detroit, died in De- 
troit of influenza. 











His son, Wade Allen, is owner of 
both the Arcade and Fine Arts, alsc 
Detroit, 

MRS. LEIGH JASON 

Mrs. Leigh Jason, 35, formerly 

portrait photographer at Metro, and 


wife of the film director, died Oct. 
12 in Los Angeles. 

Other survivors are her mother, a 
daughter and brother, Mark Sand- 
rich, the film director. 

SILVESTRA REVUELTAS 

Silvestra Revueltas, 40, leading 
Mexican composer, died Oct. 5 in 
| Mexico City. He was former direc- 
tor of National Conservatory and 
sub-director of the Mexican Symph. 

Widow and daughter survive. 


Mrs. Olive B. Knight, 76, mother 
cf John Forest (‘Fuzzy’) Knight, 
|picture player, died at Fairmont, 
W. Va., Oct. 9. Her husband, James 
A. Knight, for years connected with 
the Warner theatres at Fairmont, 
died in 1938. 


| 





Father of Franz Waxman, Metro 
composer, died Oct. 13 in Los An- 
geles. He was 72. 
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